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PREFACE
This Code constitutes a complete recodification of the general and permanent
ordinances of the City of Natchez, Mississippi.
Source materials used in the preparation of the Code were the 1969 Code, as
supplemented through June 10, 1993, and ordinances subsequently adopted by the mayor and
board of aldermen. The source of each section is included in the history note appearing in
parentheses at the end thereof. The absence of such a note indicates that the section is new
and was adopted for the first time with the adoption of the Code. By use of the comparative
tables appearing in the back of this Code, the reader can locate any section of the 1969 Code,
as supplemented, and any subsequent ordinance included herein.
The chapters of the Code have been conveniently arranged in alphabetical order, and
the various sections within each chapter have been catchlined to facilitate usage. Notes which
tie related sections of the Code together and which refer to relevant state law have been
included. A table listing the state law citations and setting forth their location within the Code is
included at the back of this Code.
Chapter and Section Numbering System
The chapter and section numbering system used in this Code is the same system used
in many state and local government codes. Each section number consists of two parts
separated by a dash. The figure before the dash refers to the chapter number, and the figure
after the dash refers to the position of the section within the chapter. Thus, the second section
of chapter 1 is numbered 1-2, and the first section of chapter 6 is 6-1. Under this system, each
section is identified with its chapter, and at the same time new sections can be inserted in their
proper place by using the decimal system for amendments. For example, if new material
consisting of one section that would logically come between sections 6-1 and 6-2 is desired to
be added, such new section would be numbered 6-1.5. New articles and new divisions may be
included in the same way or, in the case of articles, may be placed at the end of the chapter
embracing the subject, and, in the case of divisions, may be placed at the end of the article
embracing the subject. The next successive number shall be assigned to the new article or
division. New chapters may be included by using one of the reserved chapter numbers. Care

should be taken that the alphabetical arrangement of chapters is maintained when including
new chapters.
Page Numbering System
The page numbering system used in this Code is a prefix system. The letters to the left
of the colon are an abbreviation which represents a certain portion of the volume. The number
to the right of the colon represents the number of the page in that portion. In the case of a
chapter of the Code, the number to the left of the colon indicates the number of the chapter. In
the case of an appendix to the Code, the letter immediately to the left of the colon indicates the
letter of the appendix. The following are typical parts of codes of ordinances, which may or may
not appear in this Code at this time, and their corresponding prefixes:
CHARTER
CHT:1

CHARTER COMPARATIVE TABLE
CODE
CODE APPENDIX
CODE COMPARATIVE TABLES
STATE LAW REFERENCE TABLE
CHARTER INDEX
CODE INDEX

CHTCT:1
CD1:1
CDA:1
CCT:1
SLT:1
CHTi:1
CDi:1
Indexes

The indexes have been prepared with the greatest of care. Each particular item has
been placed under several headings, some of which are couched in lay phraseology, others in
legal terminology, and still others in language generally used by local government officials and
employees. There are numerous cross references within the indexes themselves which stand
as guideposts to direct the user to the particular item in which the user is interested.
Looseleaf Supplements
A special feature of this publication is the looseleaf system of binding and supplemental
servicing of the publication. With this system, the publication will be kept up-to-date.
Subsequent amendatory legislation will be properly edited, and the affected page or pages will
be reprinted. These new pages will be distributed to holders of copies of the publication, with
instructions for the manner of inserting the new pages and deleting the obsolete pages.
Keeping this publication up-to-date at all times will depend largely upon the holder of the
publication. As revised pages are received, it will then become the responsibility of the holder to
have the amendments inserted according to the attached instructions. It is strongly
recommended by the publisher that all such amendments be inserted immediately upon receipt
to avoid misplacing them and, in addition, that all deleted pages be saved and filed for historical
reference purposes.
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ADOPTING ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NO. 1997-5
An Ordinance Adopting and Enacting a New Code for the City of Natchez, Mississippi;
Providing for the Repeal of Certain Ordinances not Included Therein; Providing a Penalty For
the Violation Thereof; Providing for the Manner of Amending Such Code; and Providing When
Such Code and this Ordinance Shall Become Effective.
Be It Ordained by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Natchez in Council
Convened:
Section 1. The Code entitled "The Code of the City of Natchez, Mississippi," published
by Municipal Code Corporation consisting of chapters 1 through 134, each inclusive, is adopted.
Section 2. All ordinances of a general and permanent nature enacted on or before
February 11, 1997, and not included in the Code or recognized and continued in force by
reference therein, are repealed.
Section 3. The repeal provided for in section 2 hereof shall not be construed to revive
any ordinance or part thereof that has been repealed by a subsequent ordinance that is
repealed by this ordinance.
Section 4. Unless another penalty is expressly provided, every person convicted of a
violation of any provision of the Code or any ordinance of the city shall be punished by a fine not
exceeding $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both. Each act of violation
and each day upon which any such violation shall occur shall constitute a separate offense. The
penalty provided by this section, unless another penalty is expressly provided, shall apply to the
amendment of any Code section, whether or not such penalty is reenacted in the amendatory
ordinance. In addition to the penalty prescribed above, the city may pursue other remedies such
as abatement of nuisances, injunctive relief and revocation of licenses or permits.

Section 5. Additions or amendments to the Code when passed in the form as to indicate
the intention of the mayor and board of aldermen to make the same a part of the Code shall be
deemed to be incorporated in the Code, so that reference to the Code includes the additions
and amendments.
Section 6. Ordinances adopted after February 11, 1997, that amend or refer to
ordinances that have been codified in the Code shall be construed as if they amend or refer to
like provisions of the Code.
Section 7. This ordinance shall become effective August 1, 1997.
of

Passed and adopted by the mayor and board of aldermen this
July,
1997

1

day

CITY OF NATCHEZ
BY: /s/ Larry L. Brown
Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Frances Trosclair
City Clerk
by: Delores G. Vines, D.C.C.

SUPPLEMENT HISTORY TABLE
The table below allows users of this Code to quickly and accurately determine what
ordinances have been submitted for codification in each supplement. Ordinances that are of a
general and permanent nature are codified in the Code and are considered "Included."
Ordinances that are not of a general and permanent nature are not codified in the Code and are
considered "Omitted."
In addition, by adding to this table with each supplement, users of this Code of
Ordinances will be able to gain a more complete picture of the Code's historical evolution.
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PART I CHARTER i[1]
Sec. 1.

Corporate boundaries.

Sec. 2.

General statement of incorporation.

Sec. 3.

Wards.

Sec. 4.

Qualifications of voters; eligibility to office.

Sec. 5.

Designation, election of officers.

Sec. 5A.
Sec. 6.
Sec. 7.

Mayor pro tempore.
Aldermen; filling of vacancies.

Election of officers; terms; chief of police, city clerk to be appointed; assistant chief of
police.

Secs. 8—16.

Reserved.

Sec. 17.

Political year.

Sec. 18.

Oath of mayor, aldermen, treasurer; bond of mayor, treasurer.

Sec. 19.

Legislative and contracting power vested in city council.

Sec. 20. Recording of election returns and certificates; organization of council; adoption of
rules, etc.
Sec. 21. Council to judge qualifications of officers elected and validity of election; compelling
attendance of witnesses, etc.; ordering new election; expulsion of officers from office.
Sec. 22.

Resignation of officers; mayor pro tem.

Sec. 23.

Salaries of officers.

Sec. 24.

Fees, duties and liabilities of officers generally; bonds, oaths and terms of office.

Sec. 25.

Penalty for violation of ordinances.

Sec. 26.

Collection and remission of fines.

Sec. 27.

Powers of mayor and aldermen generally.

Sec. 28. City to constitute separate road district; compelling male residents to perform six
days' labor or make cash payment in lieu thereof.

Sec. 29.
Sec. 29A.

Levy and collection of taxes.
Lien for taxes; state law to apply.

Sec. 30.

Acquisition of property for public use.

Sec. 31.

Pavements and gutters.

Sec. 32.

Powers and duties of mayor generally.

Secs. 33—40.
Sec. 40A.
Sec. 41.

(Repealed by ordinance amending the charter dated June 9, 1925.)

Municipal court and municipal judge.
Style of ordinances; publication; digest of ordinances.

Sec. 42. Ordinances continued in force; institution and prosecution of suits, etc.; execution of
charter taxes, dues and assessments; rights, claims, etc., vested in new corporation;
contracts, liabilities, etc., to remain in force.
Sec. 43.

Officers continued in office; office of treasurer abolished.

Sec. 44.

Definition of "public notice."

Sec. 45.

Effective date of act [charter].

Sec. 1. Corporate boundaries.
Section 1 of the charter of the City of Natchez as the same is now in force be and the
same is hereby amended so that the boundaries of the City of Natchez be enlarged by adding to
the present limits of said city adjacent unincorporated territory included within the lines defined
as follows, to wit:
All bearings of newly surveyed lines in this description are true north bearings at a
declination of seven degrees (7°) one minute (1') east of magnetic north as of date October 1,
1945. All corresponding or parallel lines of the original survey of the boundaries of the City of
Natchez as defined in the act of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi approved January 29,
1877, whereby the boundaries of the City of Natchez were then defined are assumed to have
been magnetic courses as of the date of that survey with a present differential of nine degrees
(9°) thirty-six minutes (36') east between the magnetic course used in the former survey of the
city boundaries of the City of Natchez and the true north bearing here employed.
To locate the point of commencement on the lower line of the present corporate limits of
the City of Natchez as heretofore laid out and described, begin at the point which was for the
purpose of defining the present limits of the City of Natchez assumed for a central point as the
site of the door of the old Roman Catholic Chapel formerly on Commerce Street, which point is
marked approximately by a stone tablet still in place but now covered by ornamental storefront
glass or facing; and run from thence on a course of north 51° 07' 21" west three hundred
forty-seven and 1/10 (347.1) feet (5.26 chains) to a point in Pearl Street in the City of Natchez in
the line of projection of City Monuments along Pearl Street; and from thence run south 38° 52'
39" west eighty and 04/100 (80.04) chains to a point which is on the lower line of the City of
Natchez as heretofore laid out and defined, and which point thus established is the point of
commencement of the description of the adjacent unincorporated territory hereby to be added to
enlarge the present limits of the City of Natchez.

Begin on margin of Pearl Street where the line of projection of City Monuments on said
Pearl Street is intersected by the hereinabove referred to line of north 51° 07' 21" west
measured 347.1 feet (or 5.26 chains) from the old established site of the door of the old Roman
Catholic Chapel, run on a course of north 38° 52' 39" east a distance of 79.18 chains for a
terminal point which is on the upper line of the present limits of the City of Natchez as heretofore
established and defined in the said act of the Legislature approved January 29, 1877,
incorporating the City of Natchez.
Return to the point on the lower line of the present limits of the City of Natchez as
hereinabove located and from thence run on a continuation of said line south 38° 52' 39" west a
distance of 40 chains to a point and corner; and from thence run on a course of south 50° 24'
east a distance of 188.34 chains, more or less, to the center of St. Catherine's Creek, crossing
the old Lower Woodville Road at 98.14 chains and crossing the present U.S. Highway 61 south
of Natchez at 171.14 chains. Return to said point of commencement on the lower line of the
present limits of the City of Natchez as heretofore established and from thence run along said
lower line on a course of south 50° 24' east (in the old former survey described as south 60°
east) for a distance of 85.26 chains, more or less, to the present southeast corner of the
corporate limits of the City of Natchez as heretofore laid out and described; from thence run on
a course of north 39° 36' east along the southeasterly line of the present limits of the City of
Natchez as heretofore laid out (being on a course originally described as north 30° east) a
distance of 160 chains to the present northeast corner of the corporate limits of the City of
Natchez as heretofore laid out and described; from thence run on a course of north 50° 24' west
a distance of 85.26 chains, more or less, along the upper line of the present limits of the City of
Natchez as heretofore laid out and described (being on a course in said former survey
described as north 60° west) to the hereinabove referred to terminal point on the upper line of
the present limits of the City of Natchez; from thence run on the course of the aforesaid
projection of the line of City Monuments on Pearl Street as extended, north 38° 52' 39" east 40
chains to a point and corner; from thence run a course of south 50° 24' east a distance of
156.02 chains, more or less, to the center of St. Catherine's Creek, crossing the Pine Ridge
Road at 119.40 chains and crossing U.S. Highway 61 north of Natchez at 143.643 chains; from
thence run down the center of St. Catherine's Creek following the meanders thereof to the point
where same is intersected by the hereinabove described and defined lower line of the
description of the adjacent unincorporated territory herein described as to be included within the
limits of the City of Natchez; thus completing the description of said adjacent unincorporated
territory to be added to the corporate limits of the City of Natchez.
All that tract of country contained within the following boundaries shall hereafter be
designated by the name of the City of Natchez, to wit:
All bearings of newly surveyed lines in this description are true north bearings at a
declination of seven degrees (7°) one minute (1') east of magnetic north as of date October 1,
1945. All corresponding or parallel lines of the original survey of the boundaries of the City of
Natchez defined in the act of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi approved January 29,
1877, whereby the boundaries of the City of Natchez were then defined are assumed to have
been magnetic courses as of the date of that survey with a differential of nine degrees (9°)
thirty-six minutes (36') east between the magnetic course used in the former survey of the city
boundaries of the City of Natchez and the true north bearing here employed. Assuming for a
central point the site of the door of the old Roman Catholic Chapel formerly on Commerce
Street, which point is marked approximately by a stone tablet still in place but now covered by
ornamental storefront glass or facing; and run from thence on a course of north 51° 07' 21" west
347.1 feet (5.26 chains) to a point in Pearl Street in the City of Natchez in the line of projection
of City Monuments along Pearl Street; and from thence run south 38° 52' 39" west 80.04 chains

to a point which is on the lower line of the City of Natchez as heretofore laid out and defined,
and which is the point of commencement of the description of the outer lines of the entire area
hereby defined to be embraced within the limits of the City of Natchez.
Begin again on the margin of Pearl Street where the line of projection of City Monuments
on said Street is intersected by the hereinabove referred to line of north 51° 07' 21" west
measured 347.1 feet (or 5.26 chains) from the old established site of the door of the old Roman
Catholic Chapel, and from thence run on a course of north 38° 52' 39" east a distance of 79.18
chains for a terminal point which is on the upper line of the present limits of the City of Natchez
as heretofore established and defined in the said act of the Legislature approved January 29,
1877, incorporating the City of Natchez.
From the aforesaid point hereinabove established on the lower line of the City of
Natchez run on a course of north 50° 24' west, being along the lower line of the former original
survey of the limits of the City of Natchez, to the center of the Mississippi River. Return to said
point from which this last course was run and from thence run south 38° 52' 39" west 40 chains
to a point and corner, and from thence run on a course of south 50° 24' east a distance of
188.34 chains, more or less, to the center of St. Catherine's Creek, crossing the old Lower
Woodville Road at 98.14 chains and crossing the present U.S. Highway 61 south of Natchez at
171.14 chains.
Return to the point on the original upper line of the survey of the former limits of the City
of Natchez which was hereinabove established and run from thence along the upper line of the
former limits of the City of Natchez on a present course of north 50° 24' west to the center of the
Mississippi River, and from thence run down the center of the Mississippi River following the
meanderings thereof to the point where same is intersected by the said projection of the lower
line of the limits of the City of Natchez to the center of the Mississippi River, which center of the
Mississippi River constitutes the westerly limits of the City of Natchez save only as to that part
and portion thereof being hereby taken into the corporate limits of same. Return to said point on
the upper line of the present limits of the City of Natchez as heretofore established, and from
thence run on a course of north 38° 52' 39" a distance of 40 chains to a point and corner, and
from thence run on a course of south 50° 24' east a distance of 156.02 chains, more or less, to
the center of St. Catherine's Creek, crossing the Pine Ridge Road at 119.40 chains and
crossing U.S. Highway 61 north of Natchez at 143.643 chains; from thence run down the center
of St. Catherine's Creek following the meanders thereof to the point where same is intersected
by the hereinabove described and defined lower line of the description of the entire area
embraced within the corporate limits of the City of Natchez by this amendment; thus completing
the description of the entire area and territory and tract of country by this amendment contained
within the boundaries of the City of Natchez and hereafter to be designated by the name of the
City of Natchez.
Extension or contraction of corporate boundaries, MCA 1972, § 21-1-27 et seq.
Sec. 2. General statement of incorporation.
The inhabitants of the City of Natchez, as presently laid out and defined in section 1 of
the charter of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, as amended, and their successors forever, are
hereby constituted a corporation and a body politic, in fact and in law, by the name and style of
the City of Natchez, and by that name shall have perpetual succession and shall sue and be
sued, plead and be impleaded, defend and be defended in all courts of law and equity, and in all
actions whatsoever; may acquire and receive by purchase, lease, grant, gift or devise, or by any
other lawful means, and hold, use, occupy, operate, rent, lease, sell, convey or otherwise

dispose of in any manner not prohibited by the Constitution of the State of Mississippi[,]
property, real and personal, within said city; may acquire and receive by purchase, lease, grant,
gift, devise or by any other lawful means heretofore or hereafter made, and hold, use, occupy,
operate, rent, lease, sell, convey, or otherwise dispose of, in any manner not prohibited by the
Constitution of the State of Mississippi property, real and personal, beyond the limits of the City
of Natchez, to be used for cemeteries and the burial of the dead of the city, for hospitals and
other buildings, for pesthouses and the reception of persons and things infested with contagious
and other diseases, for establishing and enforcing quarantine and other regulations necessary
to the health, safety and good order of the city, for places of deposit of dangerous, unhealthy
and combustible material, for parks, schoolhouses, houses of correction, waterworks, electric
lights, sewers, and for all other proper municipal purposes and for all purposes and uses that
may now or hereafter be authorized to municipalities in the State of Mississippi, generally, or to
the City of Natchez, specifically, by any law or statute of the State of Mississippi, and may
exercise jurisdiction over the same; may make such order respecting any such property, within
or without the limits of said city as may be deemed conducive to the interests of and for the
benefit of the city; and may have a common seal and may break, change, alter and make a new
seal at pleasure.
General municipal powers, MCA 1972, § 21-17-1 et seq.
Sec. 3. Wards.
That the said City be and the same is hereby divided into six (6) wards, the limits
whereof shall be as follows, to wit:
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONS OF THE CITY WARDS OF NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI
The six city wards of Natchez, Mississippi, are described as follows (in the event of a
conflict between these descriptions and the maps designated as Alternate 1 Plan, as officially
approved, the maps shall control). NOTE: All Corporate Limit lines are as of November 24,
2015.
WARD ONE
Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of River Terminal Road and the centerline of
Lower Woodville Road, said point being located on the corporate limits of the City of Natchez
and also being the point of beginning;
Thence, following said existing corporate limits, run in a clockwise direction to its intersection
with the center thread of Cemetery Bayou;
Thence, continuing along said existing corporate limits, run southeasterly and easterly along the
center thread of Cemetery Bayou 2,482 feet, more or less, to a point;
Thence, leaving said existing corporate limits, run southeasterly 2,693 feet, more or less, to its
intersection with the centerline of an unnamed intermittent stream, said intersection being
located 687 feet, more or less, due north of West Stiers Lane;
Thence run northwesterly and southwesterly along the centerline of said unnamed intermittent
stream 2,112 feet, more or less, to its intersection with the northwesterly extension of the
centerline of Merrio Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the northwesterly extension of Merrio Street and continue along
the centerline of Merrio Street to its intersection with the centerline of Daniel Street/McIntyre
Boulevard;

Thence run southerly and southeasterly along the centerline of Daniel Street/McIntyre
Boulevard to its intersection with the centerline of West Stiers Lane;
Thence run southwesterly and southeasterly along the centerline of West Stiers Lane to its
intersection with North Union Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of North Union Street to its intersection with the
centerline of East Woodlawn Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of West Woodlawn Street to its intersection with
the centerline of Beaumont Street;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of Beaumont Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Bishop Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Bishop Street to its intersection with the
centerline of North Doctor Martin Luther Jr. Street/ Martin Luther King Jr. Road;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of North Doctor Martin Luther Jr. Street/ Martin
Luther King Jr. Road to its intersection with the centerline of Madison Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Madison Street to its intersection with the
centerline of North Union Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of North Union Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Monroe Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Monroe Street to its intersection with the
centerline of North Commerce Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of North Commerce Street and continue
southwesterly along the centerline of South Commerce Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Harrison Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Harrison Street to its intersection with the
centerline of South Union Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of South Union Street and continue along its
southwesterly extension to it intersects with the centerline of Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Illinois Central Railroad 3,725 feet, more or
less, to its intersection with northwesterly extension of the centerline of Natchez Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the said extension of Natchez Street and continue
southeasterly along the centerline of Natchez street to its intersection with the centerline of
Chickasaw Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Chickasaw Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Cherokee Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Cherokee Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Choctaw Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Choctaw Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Homochitto Street;

Thence run southeasterly and southwesterly along the centerline of Homochitto Street and
continue southwesterly along the centerline of Lower Woodville Road to its intersection with the
centerline of River Terminal Road, said point being the point of beginning.
WARD TWO
Commencing at the intersection of the centerline West Stiers Lane and the centerline of North
Union Street, said point being the point of beginning;
Thence run northwesterly and northerly along the centerline of West Stiers Lane to its
intersection with the centerline of Daniel Street/McIntyre Boulevard;
Thence run northwesterly and northerly along the centerline of Daniel Street/McIntyre Boulevard
to its intersection with the centerline of Merrio Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Merrio Street and continue along its
northwesterly extension to its intersection with the centerline of an unnamed intermittent creek;
Thence run northeasterly and southeasterly along the centerline of said unnamed intermittent
creek 2112 feet, more or less, to its intersection with the center thread of Cemetery Bayou;
Thence run northerly along the center thread of Cemetery Bayou 2,693 feet, more or less, to its
intersection with the corporate limits of the City of Natchez;
Thence run northeasterly and southeasterly along said corporate limits 13,334 feet, more or
less, to a point on the centerline of the electrical transmission easement that passes over
Dumas Drive to the southwest;
Thence, continuing along said corporate limits, run southeasterly 218 feet, more or less, to a
point perpendicular to and parallel with the centerline of said electrical transmission easement;
Thence run southwesterly along a line parallel to the centerline of the electrical transmission
easement 341 feet, more or less, to its intersection with the centerline of Dumas Drive;
Thence run northwesterly and southwesterly along the centerline of Dumas Drive to its
intersection with the centerline of Ford Street;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of Ford Street to its intersection with the centerline of
the abandoned Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of said Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection
with the centerline of Lynda Lee Drive;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Lynda Lee Drive and continue along the
centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive southerly and southwesterly to its intersection with the
centerline of Wood Avenue;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of Wood Avenue to its intersection with the center
thread of Spanish Bayou;
Thence run northerly and northwesterly along the center thread of Spanish Bayou to its
intersection with the centerline of Liberty Road;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline Liberty Road of to its intersection with the
centerline of the eastbound lanes of Devereaux Drive;
Thence run northeasterly along said centerline of the eastbound lanes of Devereaux Drive to its
intersection with the centerline of South Concord Avenue;

Thence run northerly along the centerline of South Concord Avenue to its intersection with the
centerline of the abandoned Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run easterly along the centerline of said Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection with
the southerly extension of the centerline of Rickman Street;
Thence run northerly along the southerly extension of the centerline of Rickman Street and
continue along the centerline of Rickman Street 675 feet, more or less, to its intersection with
the centerline of an unnamed road;
Thence run easterly and northerly along the centerline of said unnamed road to its intersection
with a point on the centerline of Kelly Avenue, said point being 160 feet, more or less, east of
the intersection of the centerline of Kelly Avenue and the centerline of Gayoso Street;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of Kelly Avenue to its intersection with the centerline of
Gayoso Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Gayoso Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Lasalle Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Lasalle Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Lamar Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Lamar Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Martin Luther King Jr. Road/ North Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Martin Luther King Jr. Road/ North Doctor
Martin Luther King Jr. Street to its intersection with the centerline of Smith Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Smith Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Martins Lane;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Martins Lane to its intersection with the
centerline of East Stiers Lane;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of East Stiers Lane to its intersection with the
centerline of North Union Street, said point being the point of beginning.
WARD THREE
Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of River Terminal Road and the centerline of
Lower Woodville Road, said point being located on the corporate limits of the City of Natchez
and also being the point of beginning;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Lower Woodville Road and continue
northwesterly along the centerline of Homochitto Street to its intersection with the centerline of
the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run easterly along the centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection with
the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway;
Thence run southerly along the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway to its intersection with
the centerline of Mansfield Drive;
Thence run southwesterly and southeasterly along the centerline of Mansfield Drive to its
intersection with the centerline of an electrical transmission easement;

Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of said electrical transmission easement to its
intersection with the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway to its intersection
with the centerline of Arrowhead Drive;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Arrowhead Drive to its intersection with the
centerline of Creek Bend Road;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Creek Bend Road to its intersection with the
centerline of the electrical transmission lines crossing Creek Bend Road;
Thence run northeasterly 2,218 feet, more or less, to the intersection of the centerline of Turtle
Lane and the centerline of Lindberg Avenue;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Lindberg Avenue to its intersection with the
center of said electrical transmission easement;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of said electrical transmission easement to its
intersection with the corporate limits of the City of Natchez;
Thence run in a clockwise direction along the said corporate limits to its intersection with the
centerline of River Terminal Road, said point being the point of beginning.
WARD FOUR
Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of Orleans Street and the centerline of South
Commerce Street, said point being the point of beginning;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of South Commerce Street and continue
northeasterly along the centerline of North Commerce Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Monroe Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Monroe Street to its intersection with the
centerline of North Union Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of North Union Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Madison Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Madison Street to its intersection with the
centerline of North Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. Street/ Martin Luther King Jr. Road;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of North Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. Street/
Martin Luther King Jr. Road to its intersection with the centerline of Bishop Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Bishop Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Beaumont Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Beaumont Street to its intersection with the
centerline of East Woodlawn Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of East Woodlawn Street to its intersection with
the centerline of North Union Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of North Union Street to its intersection with the
centerline of East Stiers Lane;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of East Stiers Lane to its intersection with the
centerline of Martins Lane;

Thence run westerly along the centerline of Martins Lane to its intersection with the centerline of
Smith Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Smith Street to its intersection with the
centerline of North Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. Street /Martin Luther King Jr. Road;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of North Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. Street
/Martin Luther King Jr. Road to its intersection with the centerline of Lamar Street;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Lamar Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Lasalle Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Lasalle Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Gayosa Avenue;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Gayosa Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Kelly Avenue;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Kelly Avenue 160 feet, more or less, to its
intersection with the centerline of an unnamed road;
Thence run southeasterly, westerly and southerly along the centerline of said unnamed road to
its intersection with the centerline of Rickman Street;
Thence run southerly along the centerline of Rickman Street and its southerly extension, to its
intersection with the centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of said Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection with
the centerline of South Concord Avenue;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of South Concord Avenue to its intersection with
the centerline of the east-bound lanes of Devereaux Drive;
Thence run southwesterly along said centerline of the east-bound lanes of Devereaux Drive to
its intersection with the centerline of Liberty Road;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Liberty Road to its intersection with the
centerline of John A Quitman Boulevard;
Thence run northwesterly and southwesterly along the centerline of John A Quitman Boulevard
to its intersection with the centerline of Auburn Avenue;
Thence run southerly along the centerline of Auburn Avenue to its intersection with the
centerline of Winchester Road;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of Winchester Road to its intersection with the
centerline of Homochitto Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Homochitto Street and continue northwesterly
along the centerline of Orleans Street to its intersection with the centerline of South Commerce
Street, said point being the point of beginning.
WARD FIVE
Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of Eastbrook Road and the centerline of John
Glen Avenue, said point being the point of beginning;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of Eastbrook Avenue to its eastern most intersection
with the centerline of Holly Drive;

Thence run southwesterly and northwesterly along the centerline of Holly Drive to its western
most intersection with the centerline of Eastbrook Road;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Eastbrook Road and continue southwesterly
along the centerline of South Shields Lane 340 feet, more or less, to its intersection with the
centerline of an unnamed road connecting South Shields Lane to Sergeant Prentiss Drive;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of said unnamed road to its intersection with the
centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive to its intersection with
the centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of said Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection
with the southeasterly extension of the centerline of Peachtree Drive;
Thence run northwesterly along the southeasterly extension of the centerline of Peachtree Drive
and continue northwesterly the centerline of Peachtree Drive to its eastern most intersection
with the centerline of Laurel Avenue;
Thence run northeasterly and northwesterly along the centerline of Laurel Avenue to its
intersection with the centerline of Etania Street;
Thence run northeasterly and northwesterly along the centerline of Etania Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Liberty Road;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Liberty Road to its intersection with the
centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive;
Thence run northeasterly and northwesterly along the centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive and
continue northwesterly along the centerline of Lynda Lee Drive to its intersection with the
centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of said Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection
with the centerline of Ford Street;
Thence run easterly along the centerline of Ford Street to its intersection with the centerline of
Dumas Drive;
Thence run northeasterly and southeasterly along the centerline of Dumas Drive to its
intersection with the centerline of an electrical transmission easement;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Dumas Drive to a point, said point being
located 218 feet on a perpendicular to said centerline of an electrical transmission easement;
Thence run northeasterly along a line parallel to the centerline of said electrical easement to its
intersection with the corporate limits of the City of Natchez;
Thence run in a clockwise direction along the corporate limits of the City of Natchez 5.590 miles,
more or less, to its intersection with the centerline of an electrical transmission easement;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of said electrical transmission easement to its
intersection with the centerline of Lindberg Avenue;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Lindberg Avenue to its intersection with the
centerline of Aldren Court;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Aldren Court 172 feet to a point;

Thence run northwesterly to the southernmost point on the centerline of John Glen Avenue;
Thence run northerly along the centerline of John Glen Avenue to its intersection with the
centerline of Eastbrook Road, said point being the point of beginning.
WARD SIX
Commencing at the intersection of the centerline of Orleans Street and the centerline of South
Commerce Street, said point being the point of beginning;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Orleans Street and continue southeasterly
along the centerline of Homochitto Street to its intersection with the centerline of Winchester
Road;
Thence run northeasterly and southeasterly along the centerline of Winchester Road to its
intersection with the centerline of Auburn Avenue;
Thence run northeast along the centerline of Auburn Avenue to its intersection with the
centerline of John A Quitman Boulevard;
Thence run northeasterly and southeasterly along the centerline of John A Quitman Boulevard
to its intersection with the centerline of Liberty Road;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Liberty Road to its intersection with the center
thread of Spanish Bayou;
Thence run southerly and southeasterly along said center thread of Spanish Bayou to its
intersection with the centerline of Wood Avenue;
Thence run easterly along the centerline of Wood Avenue to its intersection with the centerline
of Sergeant Prentiss Drive;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive to its intersection with
the centerline of Liberty Road;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Liberty Road to its intersection with the
centerline of Etania Street;
Thence run southeasterly and southwesterly along the centerline of Etania Street to its
intersection with the centerline of Laurel Avenue;
Thence run southeasterly and southwesterly along the centerline of Laurel Avenue to its eastern
most intersection with the centerline of Peachtree Drive;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Peachtree Street and continue southeasterly
along the southeasterly extension of Peachtree Street to its intersection with the centerline of
Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run southwesterly along said centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection
with the centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Sergeant Prentiss Drive 423 feet, more or
less, to its intersection with the centerline of an unnamed street connecting Sergeant Prentiss
Drive and South Shields Lane;
Thence run easterly along the centerline of said unnamed street to its intersection with the
centerline of South Shields Lane;

Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of South Shields Lane and continue northeasterly
along the centerline of Eastbrook Road to its western most intersection with the centerline of
Holly Drive;
Thence run southeasterly and northeasterly along the centerline of Holly Drive to its eastern
most intersection with the centerline of Eastbrook Road;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Eastbrook Road to its intersection with the
centerline of John Glenn Avenue;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of John Glenn Avenue 295 feet, more or less, to
its southernmost point;
Thence run southeasterly to a point on the centerline of Aldren Court, said point being, 172 feet
from the centerline of Lindberg Avenue;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Aldren Court to its intersection with the
centerline of Lindberg Avenue;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Lindberg Avenue to its intersection with the
centerline of Turtle Lane;
Thence run southwesterly 2,218 feet, more or less, to the intersection of the centerline of Creek
Bend Road and the centerline of an electrical transmission easement;
Thence run southeasterly along the centerline of Creek Bend Road to its intersection with the
centerline of Arrowhead Drive;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Arrowhead Drive to its intersection with the
centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway to its intersection
with the centerline of an electrical transmission easement;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of said electrical transmission easement to its
intersection with the centerline of Mansfield Drive;
Thence run northwesterly and northeasterly along the centerline of Mansfield Drive to its
intersection with the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Melrose Montebello Parkway to its intersection
with the centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run westerly along the centerline of said Illinois Central Railroad to its intersection with
the centerline of Homochitto Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Homochitto Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Choctaw Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Choctaw Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Cherokee Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of Cherokee Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Chickasaw Street;
Thence run southwesterly along the centerline of Chickasaw Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Natchez Street;

Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Natchez Street and continue along its
northwesterly extension to its intersection with the centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of the Illinois Central Railroad to it intersects with
the centerline of the southwesterly extension of South Union Street;
Thence run northeasterly along said southwesterly extension of the centerline of South Union
Street and continue along the centerline of South Union Street to its intersection with the
centerline of Harrison Street;
Thence run northwesterly along the centerline of Harrison Street to its intersection with the
centerline of South Commerce Street;
Thence run northeasterly along the centerline of South Commerce Street to its intersection with
the centerline of Orleans Street, said point being the point of beginning.
(Ord. No. 1976-2, § 3, 2-6-76; Ord. No. 1991-4, § 3, 12-17-91; Ord. of 8-26-03, § 3; Ord. No.
2015-1, § 3, 11-24-15)
Municipality's authority to establish precincts and polling places, MCA 1972, § 23-15-557.
Sec. 4. Qualifications of voters; eligibility to office.
All inhabitants of said City of Natchez eighteen or more years of age and citizens of the
United States and of this state, not disqualified by the Constitution of the United States or of this
state, who shall have resided in the city thirty consecutive days prior to any election in said city,
and shall have been registered as legal voters thereof shall be qualified voters at such election,
and eligible to any office thereof, and none others.
(Ord. No. 1976-2, § 4, 2-6-76)
Qualification of electors, MCA 1972, § 23-15-11 et seq.
Sec. 5. Designation, election of officers.
From and after the first secular day of July, 1988, the municipal government of the City
of Natchez shall be vested in the mayor, six aldermen, police justice and such other subordinate
officers as may be established by the mayor and board of aldermen. There shall be held in the
year 1988 by the qualified electors of the city at large, in the manner provided by law, an
election of a mayor, and police justice, all of whom shall be a qualified elector and resident of
the City of Natchez, Mississippi, and at the same time and in the same manner there shall be
held an election of six aldermen, but said aldermen shall be bona fide residents of the
respective wards which they may be elected to represent, and no person shall be candidate for
alderman of any ward other than the one in which he or she is a bona fide resident. Each
alderman shall be elected only by persons residing within the ward from which he or she runs,
and no person shall be entitled to vote for any alderman other than the one to be elected from
the ward in which the qualified elector resides.
The terms of office of all the aforesaid shall be four (4) years, and thereafter the said
offices shall be filled in the same manner, quadrennially, by the qualified electors of the city at
large, except in the case of aldermen, which shall be filled in the same manner, quadrennially,
by the qualified electors of the respective wards. All other subordinate officers than those
enumerated shall be appointed by the mayor and board of aldermen in council as set forth
herein.

The duties and responsibilities heretofore held by the assessor and collector of taxes
shall henceforth be conducted by the city clerk or by such other officer or entity as determined
by the mayor and board of aldermen by ordinance, resolution or interlocal agreement.
(Ord. No. 1976-2, § 5, 2-6-76; Ord. No. 1987-5, § 3, 10-27-87; Ord. No. 2014-1, § 3, 8-26-14)
Editor's note—
Please read this section in light of § 7 of this charter as amended. As provided in MCA
1972, § 21-23-1, "police justice" means municipal judge. The office of municipal
judge is created in § 40A of the charter.
Code reference—Administration, ch. 2.
Sec. 5A. Mayor pro tempore.
The mayor and aldermen on the first Monday of January, 1952, and again thereafter on
the first secular day of July, 1952, and thereafter on the first secular day of July of each year, or
at some subsequent meeting, may elect one of their number as mayor pro tempore who shall be
invested with all of the powers and rights and shall perform all of the duties of the mayor during
the political year of the city of his election, whenever the mayor shall be absent from the city or
shall fail or be unable, or refuse, for any cause or reason to discharge his duties, or whenever
the office of mayor shall be or become vacant by reason of death, resignation or otherwise, until
a successor of the mayor in office shall be duly appointed or elected and qualified. The
compensation of the mayor pro tempore, if any, shall be fixed by the mayor and aldermen at the
time of his election. Should the mayor and aldermen fail to elect a mayor pro tempore for any
reason, then such officer shall be appointed, when necessary, as provided by section 22 of the
charter of the City of Natchez.
Sec. 6. Aldermen; filling of vacancies.
All aldermen of the City of Natchez, Mississippi shall be bona fide residents of the
respective wards which they may be elected to represent. In case of removal of any alderman
from the ward from which he shall have been chosen during the term for which he was elected,
the office shall thereby become vacant and it shall be the duty of the mayor and aldermen to
order a special election in such ward to fill said vacancy, provided that the unexpired term
thereof shall be for a period of more than six months. If said unexpired term shall be for a period
of six months or less the mayor and board of aldermen shall, by ballot, elect a qualified elector
of the ward to fill the vacancy thereof.
Persons running for aldermen pursuant hereto shall be elected by qualified electors from
the ward in which he or she runs.
(Ord. of 11-26-63, § 2; Ord. No. 1976-2, § 6, 2-6-76)
Editor's note—
Please read this section in light of § 7 of this charter as amended.
Sec. 7. Election of officers; terms; chief of police, city clerk to be appointed; assistant
chief of police.
(a)

All general and special elections shall be held at such places as the mayor and
aldermen may, from time to time, direct by ordinance or resolution, duly adopted,

published and spread at large upon the minutes of said city; and the board of
aldermen of the City of Natchez shall have authority to divide the several wards
of the city, or any ward thereof, into voting precincts, and to do so in their
discretion for the convenience of the electorate.
On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in June, 1988, and quadrennially thereafter, there
shall be held by the qualified electors of the city at large a general election of a mayor of said
city and a police justice. The mayor and police justice shall be bona fide residents of the City of
Natchez. The six aldermen shall be bona fide residents of the City of Natchez and a bona fide
resident of the ward which he or she may be elected to represent. The aldermen shall not run
from the city at large, but only from the ward in which they reside and qualify as a candidate to
represent, and the qualified electors shall vote for only one alderman and shall vote only for the
alderman in the ward in which they reside and in which they are qualified to vote as an elector.
All officers above named shall take office on the first secular day of July following the same year
of said election, and hold office for a term of four (4) years from that date, or until their
respective successors in office are elected and qualified.
(b)

That effective the first secular day of July in 1972, the chief of police of the City of
Natchez, Mississippi, shall be appointed by the civil service commission of the
City of Natchez, Mississippi, pursuant to Section 3825-04 of the Mississippi Code
of 1942 (now MCA 1972, § 21-31-13).

(c)

Effective January 1, 1969, there shall be created the office of assistant chief of
police and he person to serve in said capacity shall be appointed by the mayor
and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, by majority vote but
the mayor shall not vote except in the event of a tie.

(d)

The duties of the assistant chief of police shall be similar to those of the chief of
police and the assistant chief of police shall be in charge of the Natchez Police
Department in the absence of or due to the disability of the chief of police so to
act. The assistant chief of police shall serve under the direction of the chief of
police but may be removed by the mayor and board of aldermen after notice and
hearing upon the affirmative vote of four members of the board of aldermen
present and voting.

(e)

That effective the first secular day of July in 2016, the clerk of the City of Natchez
shall be appointed at the first regular meeting following the first secular day of
July in 2016 by the mayor and the board of aldermen of the City of Natchez,
Mississippi, by majority vote. The mayor shall not vote on such appointment
except in the event of a tie. The person appointed thereto shall hold office at the
pleasure of the mayor and board of aldermen and may be discharged by the
mayor and board of aldermen at any time, either with or without cause, by
majority vote. The mayor shall not vote on such discharge except in the event of
a tie.

(Ord. No. 1968-2, § 1, 10-22-68; Ord. No. 1971-5, § 1, 12-27-71; Ord. No. 1976-2, § 7, 2-6-76;
Ord. No. 1987-5, § 4, 10-27-87; Ord. No. 2014-1, § 4, 8-26-14)
Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2014-1, § 4, adopted August 26, 2014, amended § 7 to read as set out herein.
Previously § 7 was titled "Election of officers; terms; chief of police to be
appointed; assistant chief of police."

The date of general municipal elections is provided in MCA 1972, § 23-15-173.
Secs. 8—16. Reserved.
Editor's note—
Sections 8—16 of the charter are obsolete and have been deleted.
Sec. 17. Political year.
The political year of the City of Natchez shall commence on the first secular day of July
of each year.
Editor's note—
The above section has been revised as directed by the city.
State constitution reference—Political year of state, § 257.
Municipal fiscal year, MCA 1972, § 21-35-3.
Sec. 18. Oath of mayor, aldermen, treasurer; bond of mayor, treasurer.
On or before the commencement of their terms of office, the said mayor, aldermen and
treasurer, shall take and subscribe, before any officer authorized by law to administer oaths,
residing in said city, an oath to support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution
of the State of Mississippi and to faithfully perform the duties of their offices, respectively; and
said mayor and treasurer shall also secure a faithful discharge of their respective duties by a
bond, with security, in such penalties and forms, and with such conditions as may, from time to
time, be prescribed by ordinance of said mayor and aldermen.
(Ord. No. 1987-5, § 5, 10-27-87)
Code reference—Bonds of city officers payable to city, manner of suing on, § 2-211.
Sec. 19. Legislative and contracting power vested in city council.
The legislative and contracting power of said City of Natchez shall be vested in a city
council, to be constituted by said mayor and aldermen, with power to make and establish rules
of its own government; to appoint and regulate the times of its regular meetings, and to alter the
same at pleasure; [and] to appoint such subordinate officers as it may deem necessary for such
term of office and with such regulations as it may, by ordinance, prescribe. A majority of said
council shall constitute a quorum, and said mayor shall be the presiding officer, vote at all
elections of officers, and give the casting vote when a tie occurs in voting on any question. The
said council may delegate the administration of the various affairs of the city to subordinate
officers and committees of its own members, with adequate powers, but all deeds and contracts
necessary to be made by said corporation in writing shall be authorized by resolution of said
council, signed by the mayor, attested by the clerk, and under the seal of the corporation.
Code reference—Mayor and board of aldermen, § 2-26 et seq.
Sec. 20. Recording of election returns and certificates; organization of council;
adoption of rules, etc.

The mayor and aldermen in office preceding each election in council, before retiring from
office, and within five days after each election shall cause to be recorded upon their minutes the
returns and certificates of the election commissioners of the city; and the mayor and aldermen
and aldermen-elect and the mayor-elect and aldermen and aldermen-elect, as the case may be,
on the first secular day in July succeeding each such annual or biennial election, or as soon
thereafter as may be, shall assemble and organize in council, produce and cause to be filed and
noted on their minutes, testimonials of their qualifications, appoint the times of their regular
meetings for business, adopt rules for their government, and transact such other business as
may be necessary for their permanent organization.
Editor's note—
The above section has been revised as directed by the city.
Sec. 21. Council to judge qualifications of officers elected and validity of election;
compelling attendance of witnesses, etc.; ordering new election; expulsion of officers
from office.
Said mayor and aldermen, in council, shall judge of the qualifications of all officers
elected and the validity of their election, and shall have power to compel the attendance of
witnesses and production of papers touching any contested election, and to set aside and annul
any election by them determined to have been procured or occasioned by fraud, illegal practice,
bribery or tumult, and to order a new election; they shall also have power to expel from office for
malfeasance or misfeasance, the mayor or any aldermen, or any of the elected and subordinate
officers of said city, by a recorded vote of nine members of the council, at two successive
meetings thereof, but not a second time for the same cause.
Sec. 22. Resignation of officers; mayor pro tem.
All resignations by the officers of said city, except when made by the mayor, shall be
made and addressed to the mayor; and when by the mayor, to the aldermen, in council; and
whenever the mayor shall be absent from the city, or unable, or from any cause, fail to
discharge the duties, or whenever the said office shall be vacated by death, or otherwise, the
aldermen, in council, shall have power to appoint one of their own number mayor pro tem, who,
until the return to duty of the mayor in office, or in case of a vacancy, the election and
qualification of his successor, shall be, by such appointment, invested with all the power and
rights, perform all the duties, and receive the compensation and perquisites belonging and
appertaining to said office.
Sec. 23. Salaries of officers.
The mayor and all subordinate officers of said city shall, for their services, respectively,
receive a just compensation by annual salary or otherwise, payable out of the revenue of said
city, to be established and regulated by ordinance of said mayor and aldermen in council; and
the aldermen shall receive such compensation as shall be so established, out of said revenues;
but, there shall be no increase of the compensation of aldermen to take effect during the year in
which it is made.
Sec. 24. Fees, duties and liabilities of officers generally; bonds, oaths and terms of
office.

Said mayor and aldermen shall, by ordinances, not inconsistent with this act [this
charter], prescribe and define the fees, duties and liabilities of the mayor and subordinate
officers of said city, and require from them bonds, with sufficient security penalties to secure a
faithful performance of their duties, respectively; and the said subordinate officers shall, before
entering upon their several offices, execute said bonds, to be approved by said mayor and
aldermen, in council, and take and subscribe the proper oath of office; and they shall hold their
offices on the terms, conditions and limitations which shall be prescribed in the ordinances
regulating the same.
(Ord. No. 1987-5, § 6, 10-27-87)
Editor's note—
The above section has been revised as instructed by the city.
Sec. 25. Penalty for violation of ordinances.
The said mayor and aldermen, in council, shall have power to pass all ordinances and
bylaws, not inconsistent with the laws of the United States, and of this state, which may be
necessary or proper to carry into effect the power delegated to them in this act [this charter],
with power also to prescribe, in such ordinances, such fines and forfeitures for their violation, as
may be expedient, not exceeding one thousand dollars for each offense, and imprisonment not
exceeding ninety days, for a single offense; and all such ordinances to repeal and amend at
pleasure.
Editor's note—
Section 40A(5) of the charter authorizes a fine of up to $1,000.00 and imprisonment for up
to six months. The above section has been revised as instructed by the city.
Code reference—General penalty for violation of Code or ordinances, § 1-5.
Penalties for violation of ordinances, MCA 1972, § 21-13-1.
Sec. 26. Collection and remission of fines.
All fines and forfeitures prescribed by the ordinances of said city shall be recoverable,
with costs, in the name of the City of Natchez, by suit in the municipal court, or any court of
competent jurisdiction, and when collected, to be paid into the treasury of said city, for the use
thereof; and the said mayor and aldermen, in council, shall, upon satisfactory showing, have
power to remit any fine, forfeiture, or penalty that may be adjudged against any offender of said
ordinances or bylaws.
Editor's note—
The above section has been revised as instructed by the city.
Municipal courts established, MCA 1972, § 21-23-1.
Sec. 27. Powers of mayor and aldermen generally.
(1)

Taxation. The said mayor and aldermen shall have power, by ordinance, to levy
and collect taxes upon real and personal property, by law taxable for state
purposes, not exceeding, annually, for general and school purposes, two per
centum ad valorem; also, a special tax of not exceeding one dollar on each horse

and mule brought to the city for sale; of not exceeding fifty cents per head upon
all cattle brought to the city for sale or slaughter, and of not exceeding five
hundred dollars per annum upon each resident broker and banker of the city.
Code references—Businesses, ch. 18; taxation, ch. 70.
(2)

Roads, streets, alleys, etc., generally. To open, alter, abolish, widen, establish,
grade, level, pave, or otherwise improve, clean, and keep in repair roads, streets,
avenues, lanes, and alleys, within the city, and when the property is taken
therefor, to cause the damage to be ascertained and assessed, as hereinafter
provided, to be paid out of the treasury of the city.

Code reference—Streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122.
(3)

Establishing grade of street, etc. To fix and establish a permanent grade or
grades for the said streets, roads, avenues, lanes, and alleys, and to cut, raise,
and level said roads, streets, avenues, lanes and alleys to such permanent grade
or grades, or to such grade approximating thereto, as to them shall seem fit; but,
provided, that in any part of said city, when such grade has been heretofore
fixed, and the streets, lots, and squares have been cut down, raised, and leveled
thereto, said mayor and aldermen shall not have power to alter the same.

(4)

Lighting of streets; removal of obstructions from sidewalks and streets;
construction and repair of sidewalks, curbstones, etc. To provide for lighting the
streets, and erecting lamps thereon, and to remove all obstructions from the
sidewalks and streets, and to provide for the construction and repair of all
necessary and convenient sidewalks, curbstones, and gutters along the streets,
alleys, and avenues, at the expense of the owners of the ground fronting thereon.

(5)

Navigation of Mississippi River; prevention of obstructions. To improve and
preserve the navigation of the Mississippi River, within the city, and to remove
and prevent, by adequate penalties, obstructions thereto.

(6)

Public wharves and docks. To erect, repair [and] regulate public wharves and
docks.

(7)

Private wharves, wharf boats, etc., rate of wharfage. To regulate the erection and
repair of private wharves, wharf boats, and flats, and to fix the rates of wharfage
thereat.

(8)

Regulation of vessels; creation of office, etc., of harbor master; condemnation of
land for wharves, etc. To regulate the stationing, anchorage, and mooring of
vessels within the city, and to create the office of harbor master, or port warden,
define the same, and establish the perquisites and compensation thereof; and
shall have power to cause to be surveyed, appraised, and condemned, for public
use of said city, for landing, wharves, and other purposes, so much of the land
fronting on the Mississippi River, within the corporate limits of said city, as may
be by them deemed necessary for public use; the damages and price to be paid
for such lands to be ascertained and determined in the same manner as
hereinafter provided in section 30 of this act [this charter], for other purposes.

(9)

Regulation of ferries. To lease and regulate all ferries across the Mississippi
[River], within said city, reserving the rent for the use thereof, for any time not
exceeding ten years.

(10)

Establishment of market houses, markets, etc. To erect market houses, and to
lease the same from year to year; establish markets and marketplaces, and
provide for the government and regulation thereof.

Code reference—Food, § 42-26 et seq.
(11)

Forestalling; hucksters. To punish forestalling, and regulating and to suppress
hucksters.

(12)

Lumber and building material; stone coal; charcoal, firewood, etc. To provide for
the inspection and measuring of lumber and other building materials; the
inspection and weighing of stone coal; [and] the measuring or weighing of
charcoal, firewood, and other fuel to be used in the city.

(13)

Regulation of flour, pork, liquor and other provisions. To provide and regulate the
inspection of flour, pork, and other provisions, and liquor in barrels, hogsheads,
and other vessels.

Code reference—Food, § 42-26 et seq.
(14)

Meats, poultry, vegetables, etc. To regulate the vending of meats, poultry, butter,
vegetables, and other commodities brought into the city market for sale.

Code reference—Food, § 42-26 et seq.
(15)

Regulation of theatrical and other amusements; inns, boardinghouses, etc.;
regulation of liquor; licensing of hawkers and peddlers. To license, tax, and
regulate theatrical and other amusements, shows, and exhibitions; all inns,
taverns, and boardinghouses, ordinaries, victualing houses, petty groceries, fruit
shops and stalls, oyster houses and stalls, porterhouses and cellars, and all
places where vinous and spirituous liquors are kept for sale in less quantities
than one gallon, and to tax and license the retailing in such quantities of said
liquors, according to the existing regulations of this state concerning such
retailing; and to tax and license hawkers and peddlers in said city.

Code reference—Public exhibitions and theatrical performances, § 18-71 et seq.
(16)

Regulation of billiard tables, tenpin alleys, etc. To tax, license, and regulate
billiard tables and tenpin alleys kept for public play, and all similar places of
public amusements.

(17)

Regulation of boats, circuses, exhibitions, performances, transient vendors of
jewelry, insurance and real estate agents, billiard tables, etc. To tax and license
boats trading in produce, provisions, and provender exclusively, circuses,
menageries, sideshows, and all show exhibitions, concerts, or other
performances where a fee is charged for admission, and not exclusively devoted
to educational or religious purposes, transient vendors of jewelry, insurance or
real estate agents, billiard tables, and Jenny Lind tables, nine or tenpin alleys, or
similar contrivances kept for public use, wharfboats, taverns, hotels, restaurants,
rooms or halls publicly used as theaters or opera houses, auctioneers, coal
yards, breweries, distilleries, and establishments for bottling ale, beer, soda, or
mineral waters, drugstores, stores or places selling vinous or spirituous liquors by
gallon or more, practicing attorneys, resident brokers not licensed as merchants,
commission merchants, dentists, civil engineers, or architects, gas companies,
dealers in ale, beer, or malt liquors not licensed as retail liquor dealers, sewing

machine agents, soda fountains, photograph galleries, livery or feed stables,
banks of discount [or] of deposit, street brokers, street exhibitions, and each
store, according to the value of its stock in trade, and to license and impose a
privilege tax upon all resident and nonresident commercial agents, brokers,
drummers or traders who solicit or receive orders for, or who sell by sample, any
goods, wares, or merchandise in said city.
Code reference—Businesses, ch. 18.
(18)

Suppression of tippling houses, dramshops, gambling and other disorderly
houses. To restrain, prohibit and suppress tippling houses, dramshops, gaming
and gambling houses, and other disorderly houses, and to suppress bawdy
houses and dance houses.

(19)

Regulation of hackney carriages, omnibuses, etc. To license, tax, and regulate
hackney carriages, omnibuses, wagons, carts and drays, and to fix the rates to
be charged for the carriage of persons, and transportation of things, within said
city, and to and from said city and burying ground, hospitals, and places of
quarantine thereof.

Code reference—Taxicabs, § 78-26 et seq.
(20)

Regulation of porters; animals running at large, keeping of dogs, etc. To license
and regulate porters, and fix the rate of porterage, and to prevent dogs, hogs,
cattle and other animals from running at large in the streets of said city, by killing
or impounding the same; and to regulate the driving of hogs, cattle, and other
animals through the streets thereof; and to tax, license, and to regulate the
keeping of dogs; the said mayor and aldermen shall have power to sell, under
such regulations as they may ordain, all dogs, hogs, cattle, and other animals
that may, under existing laws and ordinances, be impounded therein, the
remaining proceeds of sale, after paying thereon all proper charges and
expenses, to be paid to the owners, respectively, of the property sold; provided,
that any moneys arising from any such sale, that shall remain unclaimed for a
period of six months after the date of sale, shall be transferred to the general
fund of the city, and all claims and actions therefor be forever barred.

Code reference—Animals, ch. 10.
(21)

Regulation of powder and other dangerous materials; use of lights in stables. To
regulate the keeping, carting, and transportation of powder and other
combustible and dangerous materials, [and] the use of lights, lamps, and candles
in livery and other stables.

Code reference—Fire prevention and protection, ch. 38.
(22)

Regulation of fireplaces, chimneys, stoves, etc. To remove or prevent the
construction of any hearth, fireplace, chimney, stove, stovepipe, oven, boiler,
kettle, or apparatus used in any house, manufactory, or business which may be
dangerous in causing or promoting fires.

(23)

Appointment of officers to inspect dangerous dwellings, etc. To appoint one or
more officers, at reasonable times, to enter and examine all dwelling houses,
yards, lots, enclosures, and buildings of every description, in order to discover if
any of them are in a dangerous condition, and to cause such as may be
dangerous to be put in a safe and secure condition.

Code reference—Housing, § 90-236.
(24)

Regulation of manufactories dangerous in causing fires. To regulate and prevent
the carrying on of manufactories dangerous in causing or promoting fires.

(25)

Appointment of fire wardens and firemen. To appoint fire wardens, with such
duties and powers as the mayor and aldermen may prescribe; [and] to appoint
firemen to take the charge and management of fire engines and apparatus
thereto belonging, under such regulations as they may deem necessary.

(26)

Requiring owners or occupants of buildings to have scuttles. To compel the
owners and occupants of houses and other buildings to have scuttles on the roof
of such houses or buildings, and stairs leading to the same.

(27)

Adoption of measures for the prevention of fires generally; prevention of wooden
buildings in prescribed limits. To adopt such measures for the prevention and
suppression of fires as the said mayor and aldermen shall deem expedient, and
to this end, to prevent the erection of wooden buildings within prescribed limits of
said city, and prescribe and regulate the manner and order [of] the building of
partitions and parapet walls and partition fences.

Code reference—Fire prevention and protection, ch. 38.
(28)

Appointment, powers and duties of property guards. To appoint property guards,
with power to remove and keep away from the vicinity of any fire, all idle and
suspicious persons lurking near the same, and to compel any person present to
aid in the extinguishing of any such fire, or in the preservation of property
exposed to the danger of the same, and in preventing goods from being
purloined thereat, with such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by
ordinance.

(29)

Regulation of public grounds; erection, etc., of bridges, culverts, sewers, etc. To
provide for the enclosing, improving, and ornamenting and regulating all public
grounds belonging to the city, and for the erecting of all needful buildings, and
the repair and improvement of the same; from time to time [to] establish, erect,
and keep in repair bridges, culverts, sewers, walks, and causeways, and regulate
the use of same, and to establish, alter, and change the channel of watercourses
and drains, and to wall them up and cover them over, and regulate and arrange,
with conformity, such buildings as shall be erected in the city, to make
regulations to secure the general health of the inhabitants, and prevent and
remove all nuisances.

(30)

Ordering removal of substances dangerous to health, comfort and safety. To
order and direct the removal to some place without the city, or to such place as
may be appointed, all damaged cotton, cottonseed, stable manure, tainted
provisions of flesh, fish, or vegetables, or all or any kind of commodity, or matter
prejudicial to health, comfort, or safety, under such rules and penalties as they
may establish by ordinance.

Code reference—Health and sanitation, ch. 42.
(31)

Requiring the filling up or opening of ponds, drains, etc.; abatement of nuisances;
regulation of infectious diseases; establishment of hospitals, etc. To require the
filling up or opening of all ponds, drains, cellars, vaults, or gutters which, by their
condition, tend to produce or increase disease, by the owners of the lots upon

which they are situated, and generally to require the owners of lots to remove or
abate all nuisances thereon, of any kind or description, under such rules and
penalties as the said mayor and aldermen may ordain; to establish such
regulations as may be deemed proper to prevent the introduction and spread of
contagious, epidemic, and infectious diseases, and to make quarantine laws, and
to enforce the same, with their own officers, within five miles of the city, and to
establish hospitals and warehouses for the reception and detention of sick
persons, goods, wares, and merchandise restrained by quarantine regulations, at
the place of quarantine, and have the same jurisdiction and control, at all places
of quarantine without, as if the same were within, the jurisdiction of the city.
(32)

Taking of lands for quarantine regulations. To take and apply, on making just
compensation therefor to the owners, all lands that may be necessary for the
quarantine regulations.

(33)

Appointment, powers and duties of health officers; regulation of burying grounds;
appointment of sextons, etc. To appoint health officers, with power to administer
oaths to parties and witnesses, in all matters coming under their inspection and
supervision, and to prescribe and define the duties, and provide a compensation
for such officers; to lay out, designate, enclose, and regulate all such burying
grounds as they may deem necessary for the interment of the dead of said city,
within or beyond the limits thereof, and to appoint sextons to such burying
grounds, and prescribe their duties and compensation, and to take and apply, on
making just compensation to the owners, all lands necessary for such burying
grounds.

Code reference—Cemeteries, ch. 94.
(34)

Prevention of interment of deceased persons within the city. To prevent, by
proper regulations and penalties, the interment of any deceased person, within
the limits of said city.

(35)

Requiring physicians, etc., to report cases of death by disease and accident. To
require the attending physician or surgeon, in all cases of death by disease or
accident, to report, in writing, to the sexton, the death, specifying the name and
age of the person, and disease and [or] casualty of which he died, under
adequate regulations.

(36)

Prevention of paupers, suspicious persons, etc. To prevent the introduction into
the city of paupers and persons liable to become public charges, and prohibit and
prevent, by suitable regulations and penalties, dangerous and suspicious
persons from coming into the city, or lurking about the same.

(37)

Establishment and regulation of city police; suppression of disorderly conduct
and unlawful assemblages. To establish and regulate a city police, with power, in
said police, to arrest suspicious and disorderly persons, and commit them to the
public station house, under proper restrictions, and to appoint and regulate
patrols, and to ordain all needful regulations for preventing and suppressing
disorderly conduct and unlawful assemblages in said city.

(38)

Taking of census. To provide for taking, from time to time, an enumeration of the
inhabitants of said city.

(39)

Establishment, etc., of public schools. To establish public schools, for the free
and gratuitous education of the children of said city, and to appropriate money for

that purpose, levied and collected, to the support of such schools, and to provide
for the erection of all buildings necessary therefor; provided, that the public
school fund herein provided for, shall be divided, pro rata, among all the public
schools of said city, that may be supported by the corporation, in proportion to
the number of children that may attend said schools; and no schools or other
institutions shall be entitled to any of the public school fund that is not under the
government and control of the corporate authorities.
(40)

Ordinances and bylaws necessary for good order, health and safety. To make all
ordinances and bylaws not repugnant to, or inconsistent with, the laws of the
United States or this state, which said mayor and aldermen may deem necessary
and proper for the good order, health, and safety of said city and its inhabitants.

(41)

Requiring connections with sewers and waterworks; requiring connections to be
made by duly licensed plumbers. To compel and regulate, by proper ordinances,
the connection of all property with sewers and drains, and to require that all
connections made with any part of the pipes or sewers of the waterworks and
sewerage plant of said city, be made only by duly licensed plumbers, which
license shall be granted by the mayor and aldermen only, after application has
been made in writing and satisfactory evidence furnished to said board as to the
competency and skill of the applicant to do sanitary plumbing, and the board may
require bond of such licensee, in such sums and with such sureties as the board
may deem reasonable for the faithful performance of any work awarded or given
to, or undertaken by, any such plumber, and to save the city harmless from all
suits or actions arising from injuries or damages resulting from any work
awarded, or given to, or undertaken by any such plumber, and to save the city
harmless from suits or actions arising from injuries or damages resulting from
any work performed by such plumber, or from any improper material used in said
work, and to comply with any waterworks, sewerage, or plumbing ordinances
now existing, or that the said board may deem wise and reasonable for the
protection of the health and property of the citizens of said city, or the proper
conduct and operation of its waterworks and sewerage system.

(42)

Privilege and license taxes. To impose, levy and collect privilege taxes, license
taxes and excise taxes upon any and all businesses, things, callings,
professions, trades, occupations, enterprises, acts and activities, crafts and skills
engaged in, had, prosecuted, pursued, maintained, carried on, operated or
conducted within the corporate limits of the City of Natchez, and not exempt or
prohibited by law or statutes of the State of Mississippi under the provisions of
section 80 of the Constitution of the State of Mississippi. However, the powers
hereby granted and conferred shall not be exercised contrary to or in violation of
the terms of any general law of the State of Mississippi now in force or that may
hereafter be enacted pursuant to and under the provisions of section 80 of the
Constitution of the State of Mississippi nor in any manner that will be violative of
or inconsistent with the Constitution of the State of Mississippi or the Constitution
and laws of the United States.

Code reference—Businesses, ch. 18.
(43)

Paving of streets, etc., at expense of owner; regulation of charges made for
electricity, gas, etc.; sprinkling of streets, etc. The board of mayor and aldermen
of the City of Natchez shall have power and authority by ordinance to provide for
the paving of the streets, alleys and avenues of said city at the expense of the

owners of the ground fronting thereon and at the expense of any person,
company or corporation using said streets, alleys and avenues for the purpose of
streets or other railways or for electric light, telephone or telegraph purposes, and
shall have power to pass all necessary ordinances to apportion the cost of said
paving in such reasonable manner as the board may deem proper, between the
city, the property owners and the said users of said streets, alleys and avenues
and may require that the cost of said paving be apportioned in such proportions
as said board may deem equitable between said city and all or such of said
parties as said board may elect; the said board shall also have power by
ordinance to control and regulate the charges to be made for electricity and gas,
both for light or power or any other purpose, also the charges to be made for
water and for telephones and for telephone service, also to provide by ordinance
for the levy and collection of such charges or licenses as the board may deem
reasonable for the use of the streets, alleys and avenues of said city, for electric
light purposes, whether poles or underground wires are used, and for street
railway and other railway purposes and for telephone purposes, whether poles or
underground wires are used, the said charges or licenses to be collected from
the person, company or corporation so using said streets, also to provide by
ordinance for the sprinkling of the streets, alleys and avenues of said city at the
expense of the owners of the ground fronting thereon, and may prescribe by
ordinance the method by which said sprinkling shall be done, the cost of same
collected in the districts of said city which shall be sprinkled.
Code reference—Streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122.
Special improvements, MCA 1972, § 21-41-1 et seq.
(44)

Changing grades of streets, sidewalks, etc. Said municipality shall have power to
change by ordinance the grade or grades of any street, sidewalk, avenue, lane or
alley of said city, and to compel the property owners to comply with such
changed grade or grades, and shall have power to exercise the right of eminent
domain for this purpose, and for all other purposes for which any other
municipality is authorized to exercise said right.

Said City of Natchez shall have the power and authority, and is hereby invested with
same to exercise and enjoy all the powers, privileges and authority conferred upon other
municipalities by said Chapter 99 of the Code of 1906 of the State of Mississippi, in all such
cases in which the powers conferred by said Chapter 99 shall be an enlargement of the powers
now enjoyed by said City of Natchez under its existing charter.
Editor's note—
For the present state law relative to municipalities, see MCA 1972, § 21-37-1 et seq.
The intention of this amendment being, that said City of Natchez shall have the right,
authority and power to exercise without restriction or abridgement all of the powers enjoyed by it
under its charter, and in addition thereto, such powers as are not conferred by its charter, but
are conferred by said Chapter 99 of the Code of 1906 upon any other municipality, whether
same be operating under the special charter or under the said chapter.
(45)

Authority to prescribe electric rates. The mayor and board of aldermen of said
city shall have power to prescribe by ordinance maximum rates and charges for
the supply of electric power furnished by any individual company or corporation
to said municipality and its inhabitants; provided that such rates and charges

shall be just and reasonable; and that the question as to whether such rates and
charges are just and reasonable may be reviewed and determined by the
chancery court of Adams County, Mississippi.
Code reference—Utilities, ch. 130.
(46)

Board of commissioners of public welfare. To create and establish, either acting
alone or in conjunction with any other authority or agency of any other
governmental authority or subdivision thereof, a board of commissioners of public
welfare; to define the administrative duties, powers, and authority of said board of
commissioners; to appropriate funds for the maintenance, support and operation
of such board of commissioners of public welfare and to levy taxes therefor; to
prescribe and fix the salaries of the board of commissioners thereof and any and
all employees of such department or board of commissioners of public welfare; to
delegate to such board of commissioners such administrative powers, functions
and duties as the board of mayor and aldermen should find necessary for its
efficient operation and the conduct of its duties, including the power to make,
publish and enforce reasonable rules and regulations for the conduct of business
and affairs of such board of commissioners; to empower such board of
commissioners, in addition to other services and duties, to render to any and all
men and women in the armed services of the United States of America, and to
those honorably discharged therefrom, such service, advice, consultation and
assistance as such persons may need or require concerning their rights,
privileges and benefits under any act of Congress or legislative enactment of the
State of Mississippi or of any other state, or that they may require or need on any
personal problem or matter of concern to them that will aid such persons to
become rehabilitated upon honorable discharge from the armed services of the
United States of America, and that will promote their welfare as citizens or their
morale whilst yet in the armed services of the United States of America; and,
furthermore, to aid any citizen in reemployment and residential accommodations;
and thereby to promote the good order and public welfare of the community, the
good health and morals thereof, and a self-sustaining permanent citizenship.

Expenditure of municipal funds to support public welfare programs, MCA 1972, § 43-1-12.
(47)

Authority to insure property and employees. To insure any and all municipal
property, including buildings, furniture, books and records and all other property
against loss by fire and tornado with extended and comprehensive coverage; to
carry such amount of employers, liability, steam boilers, plate glass and other
miscellaneous casualty insurance as, in the discretion of the mayor and board of
aldermen of the said municipality, may be deemed proper; to carry group
insurance on employees for health, life, accident, sickness and hospitalization;
provided, however, that said municipality shall not carry any straight or ordinary
life insurance on any of its employees, and any such health, life, accident,
sickness and hospitalization insurance shall be optional with any one or all such
city employees, and in taking out any such class of insurance the employees
thereby insured shall be required to pay at least one-half (½) of any and all
premiums therefor. In procuring, taking out or securing any insurance whatsoever
under the terms and provisions hereof, the municipality acting by its mayor and
board of aldermen, shall have the right and power to contract for, procure, have
issued unto it and obtain such insurance by policies of insurance for such time
and terms as the mayor and board of aldermen may in their discretion deem

best, not to exceed a maximum term under any given insurance policy of five (5)
years beyond the effective date of such policy, and furthermore, to contract for
the payment of the premiums therefor [for] said entire term, thereby obligating the
municipality and corporation therefor; and, furthermore, in order to procure the
funds and sums necessary to pay such premiums of insurance, may borrow
money at any rate of interest not exceeding six per cent (6%) per annum, the
principal and interest to be evidenced by the promissory note or notes of the City
of Natchez to be executed pursuant to an order of the mayor and board of
aldermen thereof and to be payable either in lump sum or installments over a
period of time not to exceed the term of the policy or policies of insurance for
which such loan is made; may pledge and assign such policies of insurance and
any and all benefits therein to accrue thereunder as security for the payment of
such notes of the City of Natchez; and may levy taxes on all taxable property of
the City of Natchez with which to pay such insurance policy premium loans
without the necessity of submitting the question of whether such should be done
to a vote of the qualified electors of the municipality and without being required to
take or adopt any proceedings other than to adopt a proper order or resolution
authorizing and directing the aforesaid things to be done, and thereby to bind and
obligate the mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez and their
successors for the city to pay and discharge any such obligations or obligation so
thereby incurred.
(48)

Authority to acquire land for industrial use. Whenever the mayor and aldermen of
the City of Natchez shall decide that the public interest and the general welfare of
the City of Natchez and the inhabitants thereof will be benefited by the
acquisition by the municipality of lands and the erection thereon of an industrial
enterprise or enterprises and by the operation of any of said enterprises or by the
sale, lease or other disposal of same so as to promote the general welfare of the
City of Natchez, then the mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez shall have
the right, power and authority to acquire such lands as they may deem necessary
for said purposes and to erect an industrial enterprise or enterprises on said
lands and to operate same or to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of or use such
lands or industrial enterprises as in the judgment of the governing authorities of
the municipality of Natchez may be deemed advisable.

For the purpose of so acquiring said lands and erecting an industrial enterprise or
enterprises thereon the mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez are hereby authorized to
issue bonds of the City of Natchez in any amount desired and deemed necessary, provided that
the amount of bonds so issued when added to the outstanding bonded or floating debt of such
municipality will not amount to more than fifteen per cent (15%) of the assessed value of the
taxable property in such municipality as shown by the assessment rolls for the current year, and
the said bonds so issued shall have the maturities, denominations, interest rate, form and in all
respects shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 50 of the Code of the State of Mississippi
with reference to the issuance of bonds by municipalities.
Editor's note—
For the present state law relative to municipalities, see MCA 1972, § 21-33-301 et seq.
The said bonds shall not be issued until an election shall have been called and held as
provided by said Chapter 50 of the Code of 1930 of the State of Mississippi for the holding of
elections to authorize bond issues and until said election so called and held shall have been

determined in favor of the issue, and the said election shall be held and conducted in all
respects as provided by existing laws governing the issuance of bonds by a municipality.
The said mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez may acquire said lands and erect
said industrial enterprise or enterprises either within the City of Natchez or within not more than
three miles therefrom.
The mayor and aldermen of said municipality shall have the power and right in their
discretion to use all of such portion of the proceeds of said bonds as may be issued, voted and
authorized in an election held under the provisions of the foregoing amendments [this
subsection] to pay the costs of acquiring lands that may be necessary to carry out the purpose
of these amendments [this subsection] and the cost of erecting such industrial enterprise or
enterprises as may be selected by them and all other necessary outlays incurred in the carrying
out of the special powers conferred by these amendments [this subsection], including a
reasonable fee and commission to the locating engineer who may, in the judgment of the
municipal authorities, be responsible for the locating of an industry in the City of Natchez or
within three miles of the limits thereof, that will lease or buy or otherwise acquire or contract for
the operation of said enterprise or enterprises and make such guarantees as may be required
by the governing authorities of the municipality in connection with the sale, lease or acquisition
of said enterprise or other disposal of same, and such reasonable attorney's fees for services
rendered in connection with the carrying out of the provisions of these amendments [this
subsection] as boards of supervisors are authorized to pay in like cases; the said fees, however,
of said locating agent and attorney to come out of and be deducted from the amount of the bond
issue that the mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez may allocate for any particular
industrial enterprise, and not to be a separate charge on the general funds of the City of
Natchez.
That these amendments [this subsection] to the charter of the City of Natchez be
published for three weeks in a newspaper published in said municipality after which the above
amendments [this subsection] shall be submitted to the governor, who shall submit same to the
attorney general for his opinion and said amendments [this subsection] shall be in full force and
effect upon approval by the governor of the State of Mississippi of said proposed amendments
[this subsection] and when recorded in the office of the secretary of state and upon the records
of the mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez.
(49)

Authority to operate ferry service. The mayor and board of aldermen of the City
of Natchez shall be and are empowered and authorized to acquire for and in
behalf of the City of Natchez, by purchase or by lease, or otherwise or in other
manner a ferry boat or boats and docks, barges or such other further or
additional equipment, appliances or instrumentality as may be required,
convenient or necessary in order to operate and maintain a public ferry service or
public ferry across the Mississippi River from Natchez to Vidalia in the State of
Louisiana, or from said Town of Vidalia to Natchez; and to likewise acquire by
purchase, lease or otherwise ferry terminals, landings or approaches on the
Louisiana shore opposite the City of Natchez and to own and maintain for all
purposes herein provided, docks, pontoons or other equipment thereat as may
be necessary, required or convenient in receiving or disembarking freight or
passengers, or other thing on or from said ferryboat or boats, and in the general
operation of a public ferry; and shall be and are hereby further empowered and
authorized to renew, repair, maintain and replace all boats, docks or other
equipment or instrumentality as from time to time may be deemed necessary or

required for continuous, commodious and safe operation of such ferry or ferries
as may be established hereunder.
The mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez, shall in addition to the powers,
rights and privileges granted to them and vested in them hereby, be invested with power,
privilege and license to establish, maintain and operate a public ferry across the Mississippi
River from Natchez to the Town of Vidalia in the State of Louisiana for and in behalf of and in
the name of the City of Natchez, and to prescribe and receive therefor fees or charges, the
same to be such reasonable fees or charges as may from time to time be fixed by the mayor
and board of aldermen by ordinance duly adopted by the mayor and board of aldermen for
transportation of persons, freight, commodity, other thing or being, from Natchez to Vidalia; and
likewise said mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez shall be invested with the
power and are hereby authorized and empowered to obtain by purchase, lease or otherwise,
the privilege or license to operate and maintain a ferry service from the Town of Vidalia in the
State of Louisiana, and to receive therefor such reasonable fees or charges as may be fixed by
and under the laws of Louisiana, or as may be deemed fair and just, and in conformity with the
ordinances of the Town of Vidalia in the State of Louisiana, for the transportation of persons,
freight, commodity or other thing or being from the Town of Vidalia to the City of Natchez; said
mayor and board of aldermen in fixing said rates and fees are hereby further empowered and
authorized to act jointly with the authorities of the Town of Vidalia; and likewise said mayor and
board of aldermen are hereby further empowered in the operation of a ferry established or
owned hereunder to use all boats, docks or equipment acquired or owned by the City of
Natchez as provided in section 1 hereof [the first paragraph of this subsection]; and the said
mayor and board of aldermen shall be and they are hereby further empowered and authorized
to lease said ferry privilege, license or power herein granted, together with all boats and
equipment herein provided for as well as docks, terminals or landing places, to private
individuals, persons, firms or corporations and to receive such rent or fees therefor as may be
prescribed by ordinance of the mayor and board of aldermen duly adopted, such persons, firms
or corporations to operate said ferry under such rules, terms and provisions, restrictions and
regulations as may be prescribed by the board of mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez.
For the purpose of raising the necessary funds and money to enable the mayor and
board of aldermen to purchase, lease and establish the ferry or ferries herein provided for, or to
buy boats, equipment or other instrumentalities necessary, required or convenient in the
operation of such ferry or ferries, the charter of the City of Natchez is hereby so amended that
the mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez be, and they are hereby authorized and
empowered to issue bonds of the City of Natchez in such amount, to bear such interest and be
payable in such manner as the board of mayor and aldermen shall by ordinance prescribe,
provided, however, that in providing for the issuance and sale of said bonds, the provisions of
the laws of the State of Mississippi, and particularly the provisions of Chapter 206 of the Laws of
Mississippi of 1920, governing the issuance and sale of bonds, shall be fully complied with by
the mayor and board of aldermen.
Editor's note—
For the present state law relative to bonds and finance, see MCA 1972, § 21-33-301 et
seq.
The mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez be and they are hereby fully
authorized and empowered in behalf of the City of Natchez to fix such rates and schedule of
charges and prescribe penalties for violation thereof, for ferries across the Mississippi River
from Natchez to the Louisiana shore of persons, freight or things of every description and kind
and character, as may be deemed by the mayor and board of aldermen just, fair and

reasonable, as well as to prescribe and enforce proper ordinances and penalties when
prescribed, [regarding] the kind, character, size, safety, adequacy and sufficiency of all ferries,
or boats or equipment used in ferrying between Natchez and the Louisiana shore, and to fix and
regulate hours of service and operation of boats used in ferrying between Natchez and Vidalia,
and prescribe penalties for the violation thereof, and to require night operation as well as day
service.
The provisions of this amendment [this subsection] shall not be construed as taking
away from the mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez, any power or right
conferred upon them in and by the present and original charter of said city; but the powers
herein granted as well as the privileges and rights herein conferred and delegated shall be
treated as cumulative to all heretofore granted by charter.
Ferries, MCA 1972, § 65-27-1 et seq.
(50)

Municipal plan—Authority to adopt. This municipality is hereby authorized and
empowered to make, adopt, extend, add to or carry out a municipal plan, as
provided herein, and to create by ordinance a planning commission with the
powers and duties herein set forth.

Code reference—Planning, ch. 110.
Official plan, local planning commission, MCA 1972, § 17-1-11.
(51)

Same—Membership, current incumbents, appointment, term, vacancies, and
removal. The Commission shall consist of not more than 14 members nor less
than nine members.
(a)

The nine city members of the Natchez Metropolitan Planning Commission
as such Commission is constituted as of the date of the adoption of this
ordinance shall continue to serve as members of the new City Planning
Commission for the balance of their respective terms. Upon expiration of
each of such terms, appointments shall be made by the Mayor and Board
of Aldermen of successor members, all of whom shall be resident citizens
and qualified electors of the City of Natchez and who shall hold office for
a period of six years.

(b)

Further, those members of the City Board of Adjustment as set forth in
Section XIV of Appendix A of the Zoning Code of the City of Natchez
holding office as of the effective date of this ordinance shall likewise
continue in office as members of the new City Planning Commission for
the balance of their terms and during such period, the Commission shall
consist of 14 members who shall exercise all the powers and authority of
the new City Planning Commission.

(c)

On the effective date of this ordinance, the Natchez Metropolitan Planning
Commission as provided for in Article II, Division 1, Section 23-13 et seq.
is hereby repealed, and the newly created City Planning Commission
consisting of the aforesaid 14 former Commissioners and Board Members
shall carry out the duties and responsibilities of the newly created City
Planning Commission.

(d)

At the end of the expiration of the terms of the members of the current
City Board of Adjustment or in the event any members of such Board as
that Board is constituted prior to the effective date of this Ordinance elect

not to continue to serve on the newly created City Planning Commission,
then those members shall not be replaced and the newly created
Planning Commission shall at such point be composed of less than 14
members until it reaches the permanent number of nine members.
(e)

In making appointments to the new City Planning Commission the Mayor
and Board of Aldermen shall strive to reflect the diversity of the
community, geographically as well as demographically, and shall seek out
candidates who have backgrounds in planning, construction, engineering,
architecture, education and other relevant experience as well as lay
citizens.

(f)

The Planning Commission Chairperson shall be appointed by the Mayor,
based on the recommendations of the City Planning Commission, and
shall serve for a two year term. The Chairperson shall not serve for more
than two consecutive terms. The Chairperson must have served on the
Commission for a period of no less than two calendar years prior to
appointment.

(52)

Same—Organization, rules, staff and finances of planning commission. The
commission shall elect its chairman, and the term of the chairman shall be one
year with eligibility for reelection. The commission shall adopt rules for the
transaction of business and shall keep a record of its resolutions, transactions,
findings and determinations, which record shall be a public record. The
commission may appoint such employees and staff as it may deem necessary for
its work, and may contract with city planners and other consultants for such
service as it may require. The expenditures of the commission shall be within the
amounts appropriated for the purpose by the council.

(53)

Same—Master plan. It shall be the function and duty of the commission to make
and adopt a master plan for the physical development of the municipality,
including any areas outside of its boundaries which, in the commission's
judgment, bear relation to the planning of the municipality. The master plan, with
the accompanying maps, plats, charts and descriptive and explanatory matter,
shall show the commission's recommendations for the said physical
development, and may include, among other things, the general location,
character and extent of streets, bridges, viaducts, parks, parkways, waterway
and waterfront developments, playgrounds, airports and other public ways,
grounds, places and spaces; the general location of public buildings and other
public property; the general location and extent of public utilities and terminals,
whether publicly or privately owned, for water, light, power, heat, sanitation,
transportation, communication and other purposes; the acceptance, widening,
removal, extension, relocation, narrowing, vacation, abandonment or change of
use of any of the foregoing public ways, grounds, places, spaces, buildings,
properties, utilities or terminals; a zoning plan for the regulation of the height,
area, bulk, location and use of private and public structures and premises, and of
population density; the general location, character, layout and extent of
community centers and neighborhood units; and the general character, extent
and layout of the replanning of blighted districts and slum areas. The commission
may from time to time amend, extend or add to the plan or carry any part or
subject matter into greater detail.

(54)

Same—General purpose of plan. In the preparation of the master plan, the
commission shall make careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of the
existing conditions and probable future growth of the municipality and its
environs. The plan shall be made with the general purpose of guiding and
accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the
municipality which will, in accordance with existing and future needs, best
promote public health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity or the
general welfare, as well as efficiency and economy in the process of
development.

(55)

Same—Adoption of master plan. The commission may adopt the master plan as
a whole by a single resolution, or, as the work of making the whole master plan
progresses, may from time to time adopt a part or parts thereof, any such part to
correspond generally with one or more of the functional subdivisions of the
subject matter of the plan. The adoption of the plan or any part, amendment or
addition, shall be by resolution carried by affirmative votes of not less than a
majority of all the members of the commission. The resolution shall refer
expressly to the maps, descriptive matter and other matters intended by the
commission to form the whole or part of the plan, and the action taken shall be
recorded on the adopted plan or part thereof by the identifying signature of the
secretary of the commission, and a copy of the plan or part thereof shall be
certified to council.

(56)

Same—Miscellaneous powers of planning commission. The commission may
make reports and recommendations relating to the plan and development of the
municipality to public officials and agencies, public utility companies, civic,
educational, professional and other organizations, and citizens. It may
recommend to the mayor, the council and other executive, legislative and
administrative officials of the municipality programs for public improvements and
the financing thereof. All public officials shall, upon request, furnish to the
commission, within a reasonable time, such available information as it may
require for its work. The commission, its members and employees, in the
performance of its functions, may enter upon any land, make examinations and
surveys, and place and maintain necessary monuments and marks thereon. In
general, the commission shall have such powers as may be necessary to enable
it to perform its functions and promote municipal planning.

(57)

Same—Legal status of plan. Whenever the commission shall have adopted the
master plan of the municipality or any part thereof, then and thenceforth no
street, park or other public way, ground, place or space, no public building or
structure, or no public utility, whether publicly or privately owned, shall be
constructed or authorized in the municipality until and unless the location and
extent thereof shall have been submitted to and approved by the commission;
provided, that in case of disapproval, the commission shall communicate its
reasons to the council, and the council, by a vote of not less than two-thirds of its
entire membership, shall have the power to overrule such disapproval and, upon
such overruling, the council shall have the power to proceed; provided, however,
that if the public way, ground, place, space, building, structure or utility be one
the authorization or financing of which does not, under the law or charter
provisions governing the same, fall within the province of the council or other
body or official of the municipality, then the submission to the planning
commission shall be by the board or official having such jurisdiction, and the

planning commission's disapproval may be overruled by said board by a vote of
not less than two-thirds of its entire membership or by said official. The
acceptance, widening, removal, extension, relocation, narrowing, vacation,
abandonment, change of use, acquisition of land for, or sale or lease of any
street or other public way, ground, place, property or structure shall be subject to
similar submission and approval, and the failure to approve may be similarly
overruled. The failure of the commission to act within thirty days from and after
the date of official submission to it shall be deemed approval, unless a longer
period be granted by council or other submitting official.
(58)

Same—Other, further and additional powers. The mayor and board of aldermen
of the City of Natchez shall further have power to adopt and promulgate such
other and further ordinances as may by the mayor and board of aldermen of the
City of Natchez be deemed necessary to carry into full force and effect the intent
and purpose of this ordinance [this subsection] amending the charter of the City
of Natchez and so as to provide for, carry out and put into effect a full, complete
and adequate municipal plan for the City of Natchez, not inconsistent with the
specific powers and authorities hereinabove granted and conferred.

(59)

Levy and collection of taxes. The mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez,
Mississippi, shall have power to levy and collect taxes upon all the real, mixed
and personal property within the corporate limits of the City of Natchez by law
taxable, to an amount equal to 20 mills on the dollar in any one year for general
purposes.

The mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez shall have the further power to levy and
collect annually taxes on all the taxable property within the municipality in addition to other
taxes, in a sufficient amount for the purpose of paying the amount necessary for school
purposes as shown by the budget of the current year, and for the further purpose of paying the
interest coupons as they become due on all bonds of the municipality now issued or hereafter to
be issued and the bonds themselves, which last mentioned tax for coupon and bond purposes
shall be payable only in cash or in matured coupons or bonds.
Section 29 of the charter of the City of Natchez, insofar as the same is in conflict with
this amendment [this subsection] thereto, and an amendment to the said charter adopted the
23rd day of June, 1925, and an amendment thereto adopted the 5th day of September, 1927,
and an amendment thereto adopted the 14th day of September, 1928, and all other
amendments or ordinances in conflict with this amendment now proposed, be and the same are
hereby repealed.
Code reference—Taxation, ch. 70.
Ad valorem taxes, MCA 1972, § 27-29-1 et seq.
(60)

Authority of city as to public service corporation whose franchise has expired but
who continues to use facilities of city. In all instances where the City of Natchez
has heretofore granted a franchise to any public service company or corporation
authorizing use of the streets and alleys of the City of Natchez and other
properties of the City of Natchez for the carrying on of a business of said public
service company or corporation, and the period for which said franchise was
granted has expired and said public service company or corporation has
continued, notwithstanding the expiration of the franchise, to exercise the powers
and privileges and functions granted by the franchise, then in each of such
instances the mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez may by

ordinance prescribe the terms and conditions upon which said public service
corporation or company may continue to use the streets and alleys of the City of
Natchez and other property of the City of Natchez for the carrying on of its
business and enjoy police and fire protection and other benefits of the
municipality, and may fix and establish the compensation and other benefits to
be paid to the City of Natchez for the further continuance and enjoyment of such
privileges, the amount of such compensation and other benefits to be paid to the
City of Natchez to be not less than what had been received at any time during
the life of the franchise which had expired and during the major portion of the life
of said expired franchise.
The City of Natchez may, by ordinance, provide for the making by the public service
corporation of periodical reports on the amount of its gross receipts from local business
conducted in the City of Natchez (exclusive of any interstate business), and for failure to make
said reports may prescribe fines and penalties for such failure, and may provide that each day's
failure after the date on which said report should be made under the ordinance shall constitute a
separate offense.
The City of Natchez may also prescribe, by ordinance, for fines and penalties to be
levied and assessed against any such public service corporation who shall fail to comply with
any ordinance of the City of Natchez that may be passed or adopted under the terms and
provisions of this charter amendment [this subsection] and provide for the method of collecting
any such fine or penalty so levied or assessed.
All payment, fines and penalties that may be provided under any ordinance adopted
under the authority conferred by this charter amendment [this subsection] shall constitute a debt
owing by the public service corporation to the City of Natchez, and to be recoverable by action
in any court of competent jurisdiction.
(61)

Kindergarten school for children. The mayor and board of aldermen of the City of
Natchez may create, by ordinance, a commission, or may designate, by
ordinance, any agency, organization or public school district operated in the City
of Natchez, to establish, maintain and operate a kindergarten school for children
between the ages of four and six years, and the City of Natchez, by and through
its governing authorities, may contribute to the commission, agency, organization
or public school district so created or designated for the purpose herein
expressed, public funds from its general treasury for the necessary maintenance
and operation of said kindergarten school.

Any kindergarten school established, maintained and operated under the provisions of
this ordinance or amendment [this subsection] to the charter of the City of Natchez, shall be
conducted as a free public school.
Any commission, agency, organization or public school district so created or designated,
by ordinance, to establish, maintain and operate said kindergarten school may prescribe rules
and regulations for the conduct of said school so long as such rules or regulations shall not be
inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United States and of the State of Mississippi
or with the provisions of the charter amendment [this subsection], or any ordinance adopted by
the mayor and board of aldermen under the provisions of this charter amendment [this
subsection].
(62)

Issuance of bonds for building school and electric light plant. The mayor and
board of aldermen of the City of Natchez are hereby authorized and empowered
to prepare and issue, negotiate and sell bonds of the City of Natchez in an

amount not to exceed $100,000.00 par value, bearing interest not exceeding the
sum of five per cent per annum, payable annually. Such bonds may be issued in
such form and amount as said mayor and aldermen may prescribe and shall be
payable at the expiration of thirty years from the date of the issuance thereof and
they shall apply the proceeds derived from the sale of said bonds as follows:
$75,000.00 or so much thereof as may be necessary for the purchase of a
building site, if the board shall deem it necessary or expedient to purchase one,
and for the building, construction and equipping of an electric light plant to be
owned by the City of Natchez and operated by said city in such manner as said
mayor and aldermen may by ordinance prescribe; $25,000.00 or so much thereof
as may be necessary for the purchase of a building site if necessary and the
erection and equipment of a new and modern building to be used as a public
school building and to be operated by the City of Natchez in such manner and on
such terms as the board of aldermen may by ordinance prescribe.
The mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez shall have power and authority to
contract the debts and issue the bonds provided for in section 2 of this amendment [the
preceding paragraph of this subsection], without regard to the other indebtedness of said city,
and it shall be their duty to levy and collect an annual tax upon all the taxable property in said
city to be known as the "School and Electric Light Tax," sufficient to meet the interest on said
bonds and to provide a sinking fund for the payment of said bonds. The said taxes shall be
levied and collected as other taxes are levied and collected in said city and no part of same
shall ever be used for any other purpose than for the payment of the principal and interest of
said bonds.
Should said city deem it necessary or expedient to purchase a site, or sites for the
erection of said school building and the operation of said electric light plant, then the said city
may exercise the right of eminent domain as provided for in its charter for the purpose of
acquiring any rights, easements, land or property in said city, necessary or convenient for it in
the establishment, maintenance and operation of the purposes aforesaid.
Before any bonds shall be issued under the authority of this act [this subsection], the
said mayor and aldermen shall publish notice of the proposal to issue same in a newspaper
published in the municipality once a week for three consecutive weeks, giving notice of an
election to be held for the purpose of authorizing the issuance of said bonds, which said notice
shall state the amount of bonds to be issued and the purpose or purposes for which they are to
be issued and if two-thirds of the votes cast in said election shall be cast against the issuance of
said bonds, or against their issuance for any one of said purposes, then no bonds shall be
issued for the particular purpose against which one-third of said votes shall be cast, unless their
issuance shall be thereafter authorized by a two-thirds majority of the electors of said city voting
at some election at which the issuance of said bonds shall be submitted to the qualified electors
of said city. The order or judgment of said mayor and aldermen of said city, entered upon the
minutes adjudging that two-thirds of the qualified voters voting at said election are in favor of the
issuance of the bonds provided in this act [this subsection] shall, unless said order shall within
ten days after same is made be appealed from, be final and conclusive of the result, regularity
and legality of the proceedings of such election, and the validity of the bonds issued hereunder.
(63)

Establishment of the office of superintendent of police department—Appointment
of superintendent, the duties and powers thereof, etc. The mayor and board of
aldermen of the City of Natchez shall, after the effective date of this ordinance
and charter amendment, create and establish by ordinance, the office of
superintendent of the police department of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, and

the civil service commission shall, immediately following the creation and
establishment of said office, appoint a superintendent of said department. The
superintendent appointed pursuant to the terms of this ordinance and charter
amendment, or any successor thereof, shall be the chief law enforcement officer
of the municipality and shall have control and supervision of all police officers of
the City of Natchez, Mississippi. The superintendent of the police department of
the City of Natchez, Mississippi, shall be an ex officio constable within the
boundaries of the City of Natchez, Mississippi and he shall perform such other
duties as shall be required of him by proper ordinance. Before performing any of
the duties of his office, said superintendent shall execute and file with the clerk of
the City of Natchez, Mississippi, and subject to the approval of the mayor and
clerk, a good and sufficient bond in an amount not less than $1,000.00 nor more
than $10,000.00, the exact amount of same to be fixed by the mayor and board
of aldermen of said city, which bond shall be conditioned upon the faithful
performance of the duties of his office. The premium upon said bond shall be
paid by the City of Natchez, Mississippi.
Code reference—Law enforcement, ch. 46.
Constables, MCA 1972, § 19-19-1 et seq.
(64)

Same—Powers and duties of the mayor and board of aldermen and civil service
commission of the City of Natchez, Mississippi. The civil service commission of
the City of Natchez, Mississippi, shall have the sole power to appoint, suspend or
remove the superintendent of the police department, and shall have such other
and further powers and duties as may be prescribed by any ordinance or
ordinances of the City of Natchez, Mississippi. Notwithstanding any provisions to
the contrary herein contained, the mayor and board of aldermen shall have the
sole power and authority to fix the compensation of such superintendent of police
and may, by ordinance, prescribe such rules and regulations as may be deemed
proper for the best conduct of said office.

(65)

Eligibility of chief of police for civil service employment—Duties and powers of
chief of police in the event the office remains elective. The chief of police of the
City of Natchez shall be eligible for permanent appointment under any civil
service that may be established by the City of Natchez, Mississippi, and shall be
eligible to hold, without examination or other act on his part, with approval of the
civil service commission, the position of superintendent of police or any other
position, place or employment in said police department, provided however, that
the present chief of police shall elect to resign his elective office as chief of police
on or before the effective date of this ordinance and/or charter amendment. In
the event the present chief of police shall not elect to resign and vacate his
present elective office and become eligible for employment under civil service
herein provided, then the office of chief of police shall remain elective. After the
effective date of this ordinance and/or charter amendment, the mayor and board
of aldermen shall have the power and authority to fix, by ordinance, resolution or
order, the duties and powers of the chief of police of the City of Natchez,
Mississippi, fix his compensation and make such other orders, rules and
regulations as to his power and duties as may be by said governing body
deemed necessary and proper for the best conduct and operation of said office;
provided, however, that the present salary and/or compensation of the chief of
police shall not be decreased or diminished prior to July 1, 1962.

(Ord. of 2-28-61; Ord. No. 2007-4, § 3, 5-22-07)
Sec. 28. City to constitute separate road district; compelling male residents to perform
six days' labor or make cash payment in lieu thereof.
The said municipality of the City of Natchez shall constitute a separate road district, and
the mayor and board of aldermen are authorized and empowered to compel each male resident
of said city, between the ages of eighteen and fifty-five years, to perform annually six days'
labor, of ten hours each, on the streets, alleys, or avenues of said city, or, in lieu thereof, to pay
to said city the sum of $3.00, and to pass all ordinances necessary to carry into effect the
provisions of this section.
Separate road districts, MCA 1972, § 65-19-1 et seq.
Sec. 29. Levy and collection of taxes.
The mayor and aldermen shall, by ordinance, have power to prescribe and regulate the
mode and time of assessing and collecting the taxes levied by them; to subject, by levy, seizure,
and sale, any personal effects, and, in default thereof, any real property of any person in said
city, to the satisfaction of all taxes due and owing by such person; and moreover, taxes levied
by said mayor and aldermen, upon real and personal property, in said city, shall, from the date
of assessment until paid, be and remain subliens, respectively, upon the property taxes, and in
default of payment, by the owners, of the taxes on any such property, the said mayor and
aldermen shall, under proper regulations, have power to sell, at public sale, on not less than
thirty days' previous public notice, such property, or so much thereof as may be necessary for
the payment of said taxes, and invest him, said collector, with power to transfer, by conveyance,
the property sold to the purchaser; provided, however, that the said mayor and aldermen shall
have power to enforce the payment of all taxes due and owing, by any person or persons, to
said corporation, by suit or action in any court of competent jurisdiction; provided further, that
the owner of any real property sold and conveyed as aforesaid, may, at any time within twelve
months after the date of sale, redeem the same, by a tender to the purchaser, or his assigns, of
the purchase money and fifty per centum thereon; and provided further, that the surplus
purchase money remaining after satisfaction of all taxes, which, at the date of sale, shall have
accrued on the property sold, shall be deposited in the treasury of said city, and paid to the
owner of the property, when demanded, as the said mayor and aldermen shall direct.
Code reference—Taxation, ch. 70.
Sec. 29A. Lien for taxes; state law to apply.
(1)

Applicability of state law; effect of assessments. All the laws of the State of
Mississippi with reference to the lien of taxes due to the state and county shall
apply as far as applicable to the city taxes, and fix the lien thereof; and
assessments made by the city authorities shall be from the date when this
ordinance [this section] shall be in force as valid and effectual as those made by
the state and county authorities.

(2)

Penalty for failure to pay tax when due; collection by seizure and sale of property
generally; fee to collector. On all city taxes unpaid after the 15th day of January
of the succeeding year from that for which the taxes are due and collectable, ten
(10) per cent damages shall accrue and be collected, and after said date the tax
assessor and collector, with the aid of the chief of police, or any member or

members, of the police force, shall proceed to enforce the collection of all taxes
and damages due the city, by the seizure and sale of all the property of the
delinquent taxpayers, if any can be found; all personalty in said city being subject
to such seizure and sale, to pay all taxes and damages due by the owners
thereof on personalty. Sales of personal property shall be made by the tax
collector of said city and collected at the municipal building in said city every
Saturday, commencing not sooner than 11 o'clock a.m.; and ending not later than
4 o'clock p.m. No seizure and sale of personal property for taxes due on real
estate shall be made, but real estate shall be held liable for its tax and damages
due thereon. The assessor and collector shall only be entitled to two and one-half
per cent (2½%) damages on all taxes collected by him by seizure and sale.
(3)

Delinquent tax list to be laid before mayor and aldermen; information to be
shown. At the first regular meeting of the mayor and aldermen next before the
day fixed by law for the sale of lands for the state and county taxes, the city
assessor and collector shall lay before the mayor and aldermen a listed
statement of all delinquent taxes, which shall show the names of the taxpayers,
the property on which the taxes are due, and the amount of the taxes, to which
shall be annexed the affidavit of the collector made before the city clerk, that said
statement is true and correct, and that he has been unable, after the exercise of
due diligence and effort, to collect said taxes. The assessor and collector, and his
bondsmen, shall be liable for all delinquent taxes not embraced in said list, as for
taxes collected and not accounted for.

(4)

Publication of delinquent tax list. The assessor and collector shall publish once a
week for three consecutive weeks, in the official newspaper of said city, before
the day of sale fixed by law for the sale of delinquent state and county taxes, a
list of all lands delinquent for city taxes, with the names of the parties to which
the same are respectively assessed and the amount of taxes and damages due
thereon, with a notice that, unless said taxes and damages are paid on or before
the day fixed by law for the sale of lands delinquent for state and county taxes,
said lands will be sold by the tax collector of said city.

(5)

Duty of collector at tax sales; striking off land to city; fee to collector; disposition
of proceeds. The city assessor and tax collector shall, on the day and at the
place appointed by law, attend with his assessment rolls and delinquent lists, and
shall proceed then and there to sell at public sale to the highest bidders for cash
all the said lands shown by said delinquent lists to be delinquent. If at such sale
no bids shall be received equal to the amount of the city taxes thereon, with costs
and damages, the said city tax collector shall strike off to said City of Natchez the
land in question. In cases where the said city tax collector shall have stricken off
any lands sold by him hereunder, and the same lands shall also have been sold
by the sheriff of Adams County to individuals, or to the State of Mississippi, for
delinquent state or county taxes, then the said City of Natchez shall hold title to
said lands in subordination to the title of the individuals, or of the State of
Mississippi, as the case may be, to whom the sheriff shall have conveyed said
lands after the sale thereof for nonpayment of delinquent state or county taxes.
The city assessor and tax collector shall receive a compensation of two and
one-half per cent (2½%) on all taxes collected by him on tax sales of lands, and
the remainder of amounts so collected he shall at once pay into the city treasury,
or city depository, and his tax collector's bond shall be security for the same, and
for the performance of his duties hereunder.

(6)

List of land sold to be filed with city clerk; redemption. The lists of lands sold
hereunder shall be filed with the city clerk and there remain, subject to
redemption, for the same length of time, and in the same manner as is
prescribed for the redemption of lands sold for state and county taxes, and with
the same saving to persons of unsound minds and infants.

(7)

List of conveyances to be recorded; redemption to be noted on tax deed record
book. Lists of the conveyances of lands sold for taxes due to the City of Natchez,
either to individuals or to said city, shall be recorded by the city clerk in a
well-bound and indexed book, which shall be kept in the office of the mayor or
city clerk of said city, and all redemptions of said lands shall be noted on said tax
deed record book.

(8)

Rights of city to lands purchased at sale. Where lands are offered for sale for
unpaid taxes due said City of Natchez, and no person will bid the amount of the
taxes, damages and costs due on same, said lands shall be struck off to said city
and otherwise, where applicable, they shall be dealt with as lands which are sold
to the state for delinquent state and county taxes; and the mayor and aldermen
of said city in such case shall be authorized to pay the state and county taxes on
lands thus acquired by it, and upon the redemption of the lands from the
municipal sale they shall be entitled to collect said money thus paid, with the
same damages and interest allowed individuals in similar cases under the
general laws of the state thereon, from the dates of such payments.

The foregoing proposed amendment to the charter of the City of Natchez [this section]
shall take effect and be in force from the time when it shall have been recorded upon the
minutes of the mayor and aldermen of said city, published for three weeks in a newspaper
published in said City of Natchez, submitted to the governor of the state and by him submitted
for approval to the attorney general, approved by him and by the governor, recorded, at the
expense of the City of Natchez, in the office of the secretary of state, and in said records of said
mayor and aldermen, all as provided by Section 2625 of the Mississippi Code of 1930,
Annotated.
Editor's note—
As provided in § 5 of the charter, the office of assessor and collector of taxes has been
abolished. The statute cited in subsection (8) of the above section was repealed
by Acts 1952, ch. 376.
Sec. 30. Acquisition of property for public use.
Whenever the said mayor and aldermen shall deem it necessary to use or take and
apply any private property under the provisions of this act [this charter] for streets, roads, alleys,
hospitals, burying grounds, landings, wharves, places of quarantine and buildings required for
quarantine purposes, hereinbefore mentioned, they shall endeavor to purchase the same, or the
use and occupation thereof, at a reasonable price, and if they cannot agree with the owner or
owners thereof, or if the owner or owners be absent or incapable, from legal disabilities, of
making a sale and conveyance of the land wanted, application may be made to any justice of
the peace of the County of Adams, residing in said city, by said mayor and aldermen, who shall
thereupon issue him warrants, under hand and seal and directed to the sheriff of said county,
requiring him to summon a jury of twelve freeholders residing in the County of Adams, not
related to the owner of the land, to meet on the land on the day named in the warrant, not less
than ten nor more than twenty days after the issuing of the same, and if at said time and place

any of the said jurors do not attend, the said sheriff shall summon immediately as many jurors
as may be necessary, with the jurors in attendance, for a jury of twelve, to act as a jury of
inquest of damages, to whom the said sheriff shall administer an oath that they and each of
them will justly value the said land, or the damages which the said owner or owners may or will
sustain by the use of occupation of said land; and the said jury, on being empaneled and sworn,
shall immediately value the said land and the damages aforesaid, and reduce their inquisition
into writing, and severally sign the same, which, together with said summons and his return
thereon, the said sheriff shall return to the clerk of the circuit court of said County of Adams, and
the same shall be confirmed by said court, at its first term after said inquest, if no sufficient
cause to the contrary be shown; and if confirmed, shall be recorded by the clerk at the expense
of said mayor and aldermen; but if set aside, the said court shall direct another inquest to be
taken and returned in the manner above prescribed, and the said inquisition shall describe the
lands proposed to be taken and used, and the interest in the same valued for said mayor and
aldermen, and such valuation, when paid or tendered to the owner or owners of said land, his,
her, or their legal representatives, shall entitle the said corporation to the said [lands] fully as if it
had been conveyed by said owner or owners, and lands, or the use and interest in the same,
thus valued, as said valuation, if not received when tendered, may at any time thereafter be
received from said mayor and aldermen, without cost by said owner or owners, his, her, or their
legal representatives; and for the services rendered as above prescribed, the justice of the
peace shall receive the sum of two dollars, the sheriff five dollars, and each juror empaneled
and sworn the sum of two dollars for every day they shall be in attendance and serve on said
inquisition, all of which costs shall be paid by the said mayor and aldermen upon the certificate
of the clerk of said circuit court; and each juror summoned to attend as aforesaid, and failing so
to do, without satisfactory excuse, shall be fined by the said court in the sum of ten dollars;
provided, however, that nothing in this section shall be so construed as to impede or delay the
said mayor and aldermen in the use and application of any land which they may need for
quarantine purposes, but whenever said mayor and aldermen shall deem it necessary, they
may immediately take, use, and apply such land for the purposes aforesaid, they having first
caused the land to be viewed by a jury summoned and empaneled as hereinbefore prescribed,
and it shall not be necessary after such view, for a lawful application of said land, to wait the
issue of any proceedings upon such view; but said mayor and aldermen may take, use and
occupy said land, as if no disagreement had occurred, and the inquisition of said jury, after
confirmation and payment, or tender of the valuation, shall be a bar to all actions for taking and
applying or occupying said land, whether the same be instituted before or after such
confirmation and payment or tender.
Sec. 31. Pavements and gutters.
(a)

Generally. In order to carry out, and in the exercise of, the power hereinbefore
granted, to provide for the construction and repair of all necessary and
convenient sidewalks, curbstones, and gutters along the streets, alleys, and
avenues of said city, at the expense of the owners of the ground fronting thereon,
the committee on streets and alleys shall, from time to time, report to said mayor
and aldermen what pavements and gutters along the streets of said city need
repair, improvement or renewal, and also what new pavements and gutters are
necessary or expedient on and along the sidewalks of any of the streets of said
city now open as public streets, or which may be hereafter opened or extended;
and the mayor and aldermen shall, from time to time, by ordinance, ascertain and
determine what repairs, improvements, changes or renewals of pavements and
gutters, and what new pavements and gutters are necessary or expedient to be
made and constructed, and ascertain and establish the dimensions, pitch,

graduation and materials of such pavements and gutters, and when such
ordinance shall have been adopted, said board of mayor and aldermen shall
have power to contract with the lowest and best bidder therefor, for the
construction of said repairs, improvements, changes, renewals, or laying and
construction of sidewalks, gutters or curbstones, and to order the work
contracted for, to be done in compliance with said contract. The publication of
said ordinance shall be notice to all the owners of property fronting or abutting on
the sidewalk where said work of construction or repair is to be done, and on
completing and entering into said contract, the said board shall have power to
assess and levy the total expense according to said contract of constructing or
repairing said sidewalk, or gutter, upon and against the several lots or parcels of
ground fronting or abutting upon said sidewalk, in the proportion that the number
of feet of each lot fronting or abutting on the sidewalk bears to the whole square
or block on which the sidewalk or guttering has been constructed, if such
construction has been the entire length of the block, and in like proportion for the
portion of the sidewalk, thus improved, but a mere repair in front of the owner's
lot shall be paid for in full by the owner; and each lot or piece of ground fronting
or abutting on any street, lane, alley, avenue, or sidewalk, or part thereof, shall
be liable and bound, by a lien paramount to all other liens (state and county taxes
excepted) for the cost of such improvement, and the amount of such levy and
assessment, as above mentioned; and the enforcement by the state or county or
city of its lien for taxes on any lot or parcel of land upon which has been levied an
assessment for the expense of the construction, repair, and improvement of
sidewalks, gutters or curbing, as hereinbefore provided, shall not operate to
discharge or in any manner affect the city's lien for said assessment, but the
purchaser at a tax sale by the state, county, or city, of any lot or parcel of land
upon which said assessment has been levied, shall take the same subject to the
lien of such assessment.
(b)

Amount of assessment; to be recorded. When the amount to be assessed
against each lot or parcel of land, for the cost of any of the improvements to
sidewalks or gutters, hereinbefore mentioned, shall have been ascertained, the
city clerk shall cause the same to be entered in a well-bound book prepared for
the purpose, which shall show the names of the owners of the property
assessed, if known, and opposite each name, the number or other brief
designation or description of each lot or parcel of land assessed, belonging to
such owner, and the amount assessed against each; and shall contain
appropriate columns in which payment may be credited and the lien of the
assessment marked "Satisfied," by the city treasurer. And if the name of the
owner of any property assessed be unknown, said book shall contain, under the
head of "Owner Unknown," a list of the property assessed, the owners of which
are unknown, and the said clerk shall forthwith cause to be issued to the owner
of any land assessed a notice informing and notifying him of the amount of his
assessment, and notifying him to pay the same within thirty (30) days from the
date of such notice. Any party or property owner thus notified, may, at his
election, within said period of thirty days, notify the said city clerk, in writing, that
he desires to pay the amount of said assessment in installments, and in that
event the amount of said assessment shall be payable in ten equal installments,
and bear interest at the rate of six per cent per annum, due and payable as
follows: Ten per cent of the principal, together with all accrued interest on the
unpaid assessments, ten months after the date on which said assessment may

have been made by said board, and ten per cent, together with all accrued
interest on the amount of unpaid assessments at the end of each year after the
maturity of the first installment until the whole is paid; the failure to pay any
installment at maturity and interest due, to make the whole amount immediately
due and payable at the option of the board. And if the property owner shall fail to
so notify the city clerk, in writing, within said time specified, the assessment
against his property shall immediately become due and payable; or, in the event
of the failure of any property owner to pay any annual installment, as above
provided, and in the event of the said board's exercising its option to declare the
whole assessment due, the tax collector of said city shall, upon instruction, by
resolution or ordinance of said board, proceed to sell the lot of such defaulting
owner of the lot abutting upon the sidewalk where such work was done, and
against whom said assessment was made, to the highest bidder, for cash, at the
door of the city hall, after having given thirty days' previous public notice of the
time, place and terms of sale, in some public newspaper printed and published in
said City of Natchez, and to convey to the purchaser all the right, title and interest
of any such owner in and to said lot, and shall, out of the proceeds of such sale,
pay the costs and expenses of making said sale, and pay the surplus purchase
money of any such sale then remaining, to the treasurer of said city, whose duty
it shall be to pay over to the owner, if known, or his legal representatives or
assigns, the residue of said purchase money remaining, after defraying the cost
and expenses of said sale, and paying to said board the amount of his
assessment levied and assessed against said owner and all interest to date;
provided, however, that such owner, or his legal representative, may at any time
within two years from the day of sale, redeem any lot so sold and conveyed, by
tendering to the purchaser or his agent, the purchase money, with twenty-five per
centum advance thereon, and that, upon such redemption, the purchaser shall
convey to the owner, at the expense of the latter, the property sold as aforesaid;
and, provided further, that any property owner who shall have elected within the
time prescribed to pay his assessments in ten annual installments, shall have the
right and privilege of paying up his assessment in full at any installment period,
by paying the full amount of the installments, together with all accrued interest
thereon.
(c)

Assessments or installments; payable to city treasurer. All assessments or
installments thereof shall be payable to the city treasurer, whose duty it shall be
to receive the same, give proper receipt therefor, and enter the proper credit and
satisfaction. Whenever the owner of any lot or square upon which pavements or
gutters shall be directed, as aforesaid, to be repaired or constructed, shall be
absent from, or a nonresident of the city, it shall be competent to serve the notice
aforesaid upon his agent for the payment of the taxes or collection of the rents of
such lot or square, but, if he [shall] have no such agent, then publication and
mailing of such notice to him, as in case of publications against nonresidents in
chancery proceedings in this state, shall be and constitute sufficient service.

(d)

Repair and removal. In order to carry out, and in the exercises of the power
hereinbefore granted in section 27 of this charter, to provide for the construction
of all necessary and convenient sidewalks, curbstones and gutters along the
streets, alleys and avenues of said city, at the expense of the owners of the
ground fronting thereon, the mayor and board of aldermen of said city shall have
power to pass all ordinances that may be necessary or expedient to require the
property owners at their own expense, upon notice from the mayor and

aldermen, to repair, improve or renew existing pavements, curbstones and
gutters, as said mayor and aldermen may deem necessary in any particular
case; and said mayor and aldermen shall have the power to prescribe by
ordinance fines and penalties for the failure of the property owners to comply with
the orders of the said mayor and aldermen in manner and form as specified in
the notice given them, and shall have power to pass all ordinances whatsoever
that said mayor and aldermen may deem proper or necessary to carry out the
powers granted in this charter regarding the construction of said pavements,
curbstones and gutters.
(e)

Effect of amendment. All parts of the charter of the City of Natchez, approved
April 29th, 1877, and as hitherto amended from time to time, in conflict with any
of the provisions of this amendment [this section] shall cease to be operative and
shall have no effect; provided however that nothing herein contained shall be
construed as affecting in any manner whatsoever the operation of section 31 of
the said charter as at present existing, regarding any pavements, curbstones or
gutters constructed under said section 31 of said charter.

Sec. 32. Powers and duties of mayor generally.
The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the corporation, and it shall be his duty
to see that the laws and ordinances thereof shall be strictly enforced; to inspect the conduct of
subordinate officers, and see that their duties are performed; he shall report, from time to time,
to the council all delinquencies on the part of such officers, and communicate such information,
and recommend such measures as he may deem beneficial to the health, security and good
order and government of the corporation; he shall also have power to fill all vacancies that may
occur in the subordinate offices of the city until an election be had under the provisions of this
act [this charter], or the ordinance of said city, and the said mayor also shall have power to take
and certify under the seal of said corporation, the proof and acknowledgment of deeds and
other instruments of writing, made as well by feme covert as others, conveying or affecting any
lands or property situated in this state, such proof or acknowledgment to be sufficient for the
lawful registration of such deeds in the proper office; he shall also, by virtue of his office, be
notary public, with power to make protests, and to do all things appertaining to the office of a
notary in said city, and likewise to administer all oaths which a justice of the peace or notary in
the county may lawfully administer.
Code reference—Mayor, § 2-101 et seq.
Mayor, MCA 1972, § 21-15-7 et seq.
Secs. 33—40. (Repealed by ordinance amending the charter dated June 9, 1925.)
Sec. 40A. Municipal court and municipal judge.
(1)

Created; election and term of justice [judge]. There is hereby created in and for
the City of Natchez a municipal court to be known as the "municipal court," and
the office of municipal judge, the incumbent of which office shall preside over
said municipal court. Said municipal judge shall be elected at the same time and
in the same manner that the mayor of the City of Natchez is elected and shall
hold office for the same term.

(2)

Qualifications of judge; when and where court held. The said municipal judge
shall be a qualified elector of said City of Natchez, possess a valid license to
practice law in the State of Mississippi, and be in good standing with the
Mississippi State Bar Association. He shall hold his court, which shall be
attended by the chief of police, or his duly appointed deputies, in the municipal
building, or at some other convenient place to be designated by the mayor and
aldermen of said city, every day except Sundays and legal holidays, if business
shall require it, and said court shall be considered in constant session at all times
when required by the business thereof. The chief of police of the municipality
shall be the executive officer of the municipal court. He shall attend the sittings of
the court in person or by duly appointed deputies, and he shall be under the
direction of the municipal judge.

(3)

Compensation of judge. The municipal judge shall receive a salary, payable
monthly, to be fixed by the mayor and aldermen by ordinance, which shall be
paid out of the funds of the city and shall be in lieu of fees, court costs and
prerequisites whatsoever appearing to his office or to said court.

(4)

Oath and bond of judge. Before entering upon the discharge of his official duties,
he shall qualify by taking the same oath that other municipal officers of the City of
Natchez are required to take, and shall give bond, to be approved by the mayor
and aldermen of said city, in a sum to be provided for by ordinance, with a surety
thereon, such bond to be paid for by the City of Natchez, conditioned according
to law and the charter and ordinances of the City of Natchez.

(5)

Jurisdiction; maximum punishment of offenders. The said municipal court and
municipal judge shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine all charges of
violations of the municipal ordinances of the City of Natchez and to punish
offenders therefor as prescribed in said ordinances; but the punishment for a
violation of any such ordinance shall never exceed a fine of one thousand dollars
($1,000.00) and imprisonment for more than six (6) months, and the costs of
prosecution, and imprisonment until the fine and costs be paid.

All offenses under the penal laws of this state which are misdemeanors, together with
the penalty provided for violation thereof, are hereby made, without further action of the
municipal authorities, criminal offenses against the municipality in whose corporate limits the
offenses may have been committed to the same effect as though such offenses were made
offenses against the municipality by separate ordinance in each case. However, for such
misdemeanor, any penalty of incarceration is hereby limited to no more than six (6) months in
jail, and any fine is hereby limited to a maximum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for each
such violation in any case tried without a jury. Judgments for fines, costs, forfeitures and other
penalties imposed by municipal courts may be enrolled by filing a certified copy of the record
with the clerk of any circuit court and execution may be had thereon as provided by law for other
judgments.
(6)

[Court costs; administration.] The municipal court shall have the power to impose
reasonable costs of court, not in excess of those set forth in MCA 1972, §
21-23-7, as amended, or as may be amended from time to time. The municipal
court shall have the power and authority to make rules for the operation and
administration of the court's business, which rules, if any, shall be in writing and
filed with the clerk of court.

(7)

Taking of bonds and recognizances; issuance of warrants, writs, subpoenas, etc.
The municipal judge, in the exercise of the jurisdiction conferred upon him, shall
have the power to acquire and take bonds and recognizances and to issue under
his hand all warrants, writs, subpoenas and other process proper to be issued by
him, and he may do and perform all things necessary or proper for him to do in
the performance of his duties of municipal judge.

(8)

[Punishment for contempt of court.] The municipal court shall have the power to
impose punishment of a fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00)
or six (6) months imprisonment, or both, for contempt of court.

(9)

[Duties of judge.] The municipal judge shall hold court in a public building
designated by the governing authorities of the municipality, and may hold court
every day except Sundays, and legal holidays, if the business of the municipality
so requires. The municipal judge shall have the jurisdiction to hear and
determine, without a jury and without a record of the testimony, all cases
charging violations of the municipal ordinances and state misdemeanor laws
made offenses against the municipality and to punish offenders therefor as may
be prescribed by law. All criminal proceedings shall be brought by sworn
complaint filed in the municipal court. Such complaint shall state the essential
elements of the offense charged and the statute or ordinance relied upon. Such
complaint shall not be required to conclude with a general averment that the
offense is against the peace and dignity of the state or in violation of the
ordinances of the municipality. He may sit as a committing court in all felonies
committed within the municipality, and he shall have the power to bind over the
accused to the grand jury or to appear before the proper court having jurisdiction
to try the same, and to set the amount of bail or refuse bail and commit the
accused to jail in cases not bailable. The municipal judge is a conservator of the
peace within his municipality. He may conduct preliminary hearings in all
violations of the criminal laws of this state occurring within the municipality, and
any person arrested for a violation of law within the municipality may be brought
before him for initial appearance.

(10)

Reserved.

(11)

Reserved.

(12)

Reserved.

(13)

[Public service as alternative penalty.] In the discretion of the court, where the
objects of justice would be more likely met, as an alternative to imposition or
payment of fine and/or incarceration, the municipal judge shall have the power to
sentence convicted offenders to work on a public service project where the court
has established such a program of public service by written guidelines filed with
the clerk for public record. Such programs shall provide for reasonable
supervision of the offender and the work shall be commensurate with the fine
and/or incarceration that would have ordinarily been imposed. Such program of
public service may be utilized in the implementation of the provisions of MCA
1972, § 99-19-20, and public service work thereunder may be supervised by
persons other than the sheriff.

(14)

Reserved.

(15)

[Additional jurisdictional process.] The municipal judge may solemnize marriages,
take oaths, affidavits and acknowledgments, and issue orders, subpoenas,
summonses, citations, warrants for search and arrest upon a finding of probable
cause, and other such process under seal of the court to any county or
municipality, in a criminal case, to be executed by the lawful authority of the
county or the municipality of the respondent, and enforce obedience thereto. The
absence of a seal shall not invalidate the process. The municipal court shall have
no civil jurisdiction.

(16)

Reserved.

(17)

Municipal court docket. The municipal judge or the clerk of the court shall keep a
permanent docket, upon which all cases shall be entered for trial; said docket
shall contain the style of the case and the nature of the charge against an
accused, and the names of the witnesses for the prosecution and defendant. The
municipal judge or the clerk of the court shall also keep a minute book or docket
book in which all orders and judgments shall be entered, and the municipal judge
upon the expiration of his term of office, shall deliver to his successor in office all
dockets, books, and papers pertaining to the office. The clerk shall purchase all
dockets, minute books, stationery and other necessary supplies and equipment
for the municipal court, and have the account approved by the municipal judge,
and the municipal authorities shall thereupon approve and pay the same.

(18)

Monthly reports to be made by judge. The municipal judge or the municipal court
clerk shall make monthly reports to the mayor and aldermen of said city, no later
than their second regular meeting in each month, of all fines, costs and fees
collected by him during the preceding calendar month, and shall, no later than
the second regular meeting in the month pay over into the city depository, to the
credit of the City of Natchez, all fines, costs and fees he shall have collected
during the preceding calendar month.

(19)

Audit of docket and books; open to inspection. It shall be the duty of the city
auditor to annually audit the dockets, books and papers pertaining to the office of
municipal judge and to make report thereof as a part of the annual audit of the
City of Natchez. Said dockets, books and papers shall, at all reasonable times
and upon reasonable notice, be open to inspection by the public.

(20)

Election of municipal judge pro tem; powers and duties. The mayor and aldermen
of the City of Natchez may, and they are hereby empowered, when necessary, to
elect, at any regular or special meeting called for that purpose, a municipal judge
pro tempore to preside over the municipal court during the absence from the city
or inability to act of the municipal judge, who shall have all the powers and shall
perform all the duties of the municipal judge during such absence or inability, and
whose compensation shall be fixed by the mayor and aldermen.

(Ord. No. 1989-1, §§ 3—22, 2-28-89)
Editor's note—
Ordinance No. 1989-1, §§ 3—22, adopted February 28, 1989, amended § 40A of the
charter to create a municipal court system for the city. Such ordinance was
approved by the governor on May 23, 1989, pursuant to the attorney general's
opinion issued May 15, 1989. Formerly, § 40A pertained to the police court and
police justice and bore no history note.

Municipal courts, MCA 1972, § 21-23-1 et seq.
Sec. 41. Style of ordinances; publication; digest of ordinances.
The style of the ordinances of said city shall be: "Be it ordained by the mayor and
aldermen of the City of Natchez in council convened"; all ordinances passed by the said mayor
and aldermen shall, within ten days after the passage thereof, be published in one or more
newspapers in said city, and said ordinances may be proved by the seal of the corporation, and
the said mayor and aldermen, whenever they deem proper, may have a digest of the
ordinances of the city printed and published, and when so printed and published by authority of
the corporation, the ordinances therein contained shall be received in evidence in all the courts
of this state without further proof.
Style of ordinances, MCA 1972, § 21-13-7.
Sec. 42. Ordinances continued in force; institution and prosecution of suits, etc.;
execution of charter taxes, dues and assessments; rights, claims, etc., vested in new
corporation; contracts, liabilities, etc., to remain in force.
All ordinances and resolutions now in force in said city, and not inconsistent with this act
[this charter], shall remain in full force until altered, modified, or repealed under this act [this
charter]; all suits, actions and prosecutions instituted, commenced or brought by the corporation
hereby created, shall be instituted, commenced and prosecuted in the name of "the City of
Natchez"; all actions, fines and penalties and forfeitures, which have accrued to the mayor and
selectmen of the City of Natchez, or the mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez, or the
corporation of the City of Natchez, shall be vested in and prosecuted by the corporation hereby
created; that all taxes, dues and assessments which have accrued to the mayor and aldermen
of the City of Natchez, or the corporation of the City of Natchez, and the right to demand,
receive and collect the same, shall not be affected or impaired in any wise by the passage of
this act [this charter], but shall be vested in and be enforceable by action or suit in any court of
competent jurisdiction by the corporation hereby created; and that all property, real and
personal, and all rights and claims heretofore belonging to the president and selectmen of the
City of Natchez, and the mayor and selectmen of the City of Natchez, and the mayor and
aldermen of the City of Natchez, and the corporation of the City of Natchez, shall be, and the
same are hereby declared to be vested in and belonging to the corporation hereby created, and
that all contracts, liabilities, debts and charges now subsisting in and against the mayor and
selectmen of the City of Natchez, or the mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez, shall
remain in force against the said corporation hereby created.
Sec. 43. Officers continued in office; office of treasurer abolished.
The mayor and aldermen of the City of Natchez, and the assessor and collector, and
treasurer, and other subordinate officers thereof, in office under existing laws at the time of the
passage of this act [this charter], shall remain in office until their successors are elected and
duly qualified under this act [this charter], with all the rights and powers and duties and liabilities
of the mayor and aldermen, and of the assessor and collector, and treasurer created by this act
[this charter].
The charter of the City of Natchez be and the same is hereby amended so as to abolish
the office of city treasurer on and after the first Monday of January, A.D. 1925.
Editor's note—

As provided in § 5 of the charter, the office of assessor and collector of taxes has been
abolished.
Sec. 44. Definition of "public notice."
Public notice under any of the provisions of this act [this charter] is hereby defined to be
notice by one insertion in a public newspaper of said city, or printed handbills posted in five or
more of the most public places thereof.
Sec. 45. Effective date of act [charter].
This act [this charter] shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and all
acts in conflict with this act [this charter] be, and the same are hereby repealed.
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Sec. 1-1. Designation and citation of Code.
The ordinances embraced in the following chapters shall constitute and be designated
as "The Code of the City of Natchez, Mississippi," and may be so cited. The Code may also be
cited as the "Natchez City Code."
(Code 1969, § 1-1)
Authority of city to codify ordinances, MCA 1972, § 21-13-15.
Sec. 1-2. Definitions and rules of construction.
In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances of the city, the following definitions
and rules of construction shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with
the manifest intent of the mayor and board of aldermen:
Board, board of aldermen. Whenever the term "board" or "board of aldermen" is used in
this Code, it shall mean the mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez, Mississippi.
Charter. The word "Charter" shall mean the Charter of the City of Natchez, Mississippi.
City. The words "the city" or "this city" shall be construed as if the words "of Natchez,
Mississippi" followed them.
Code. The term "Code" or "this Code" shall mean the Code of the City of Natchez,
Mississippi.
Computation of time. The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by
excluding the first and including the last day, and if the last day is Saturday, Sunday or a legal
holiday that day shall be excluded.
Computation of time, MCA 1972, §§ 1-3-67, 1-3-69.

Corporate limits, corporation limits, city limits. Whenever the words "corporate limits,"
"corporation limits," or "city limits" are used they shall mean the legal boundary of the City of
Natchez, Mississippi.
Corporate boundaries, § 1.
County. The words "the county" or "this county" shall mean the County of Adams in the
State of Mississippi.
Delegation of authority. Whenever a provision appears requiring or authorizing the head
of a department or agency of the city to do some act or make certain inspections, it shall be
construed as authorizing the head of the department or agency to designate, delegate and
authorize subordinates to perform the act or make the inspection unless the terms of the
provision or section designate otherwise.
Gender. Words importing the masculine or feminine gender shall include the neuter.
Gender, masculine to embrace the feminine, MCA 1972, § 1-3-17.
Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of any provision of this Code, it shall
be held to be the minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety,
comfort, convenience and general welfare. Where any provision of this Code imposes greater
restrictions upon the subject matter than the general provision imposed by this Code, the
provision imposing the greater restriction or regulation shall be deemed to be controlling.
Joint authority. All words giving a joint authority to three or more persons or officers shall
be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers.
Keeper, proprietor. Whenever the word "keeper" or "proprietor" is used, it shall mean
persons, firms, associations, corporations, clubs and partnerships, whether acting by
themselves or through a servant, agent or employee.
Law. The term "law," when used in any ordinance, shall include any provision of the
Constitution of the United States, or the State of Mississippi, and any statute of the United
States or the State of Mississippi, and any ordinance, resolution or order of the mayor and
board of aldermen.
MCA 1972. The term "MCA 1972" shall mean the Mississippi Code Annotated of 1972,
as amended from time to time.
Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month, unless otherwise expressed.
"Month" defined, MCA 1972, § 1-3-29.
Nontechnical and technical words. Words and phrases shall be construed according to
the common and approved usage of the language, but technical words and phrases and such
others as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be construed and
understood according to such meaning.
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 1-3-65.
Number. Words used in the singular number only, either as descriptive of persons or
things, shall extend to and embrace the plural number; and words used in the plural number
shall extend to and embrace the singular number.
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 1-3-33.

Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which,
by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and
"sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 1-3-35.
Offense. The term "offense" shall mean any violation of an ordinance liable to
punishment by criminal prosecution.
"Offense" defined, MCA 1972, § 1-3-37.
Or, and. The word "or" may be read "and," and "and" may be read "or," if the sense
requires it.
Owner. The word "owner," applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner,
joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, of the
whole or of a part of such building or land.
Person. Whenever the word "person" is used it shall include, mean and be applied to
any natural individual, firm, company, trust, partnership, association, organization, joint stock,
joint adventure, public or private corporation, or to a receiver, executor, trustee, conservator or
other representative appointed by order of any court or in any other manner.
"Person" defined, MCA 1972, § 1-3-39.
Personal property. The term "personal property" shall include goods, chattels, effects,
evidences of rights of action, and all written instruments by which any pecuniary obligation or
any right, title or interest in any real or personal estate shall be created, acknowledged,
transferred, incurred, defeated, discharged or diminished.
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 1-3-41.
Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" shall mean the next before
and next after, respectively.
Premises. Whenever the word "premises" is used it shall mean place or places.
Property. The term "property" includes personal property and also every estate, interest
and right in lands, tenements and hereditaments.
Real property. The words "real property" shall include every estate, interest or right, in
lands, tenements and hereditaments.
Residence. Whenever the word "residence" is used it shall mean the place adopted by a
person as his or her place of habitation, and to which, whenever he or she is absent, he or she
has the intention of returning. When a person eats at one place and sleeps at another, the place
where such person sleeps shall be deemed his or her residence.
Seal. Whenever the word "seal" is used it shall mean the city or corporate seal.
Shall, may. The word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive.
Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" means that portion of a street between curblines, or the
lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.
Signature or subscription. The "signature" or "subscription" of a person includes a mark
when the person cannot write.
State. The words "the state" or "this state" shall mean the State of Mississippi.

"State" defined, MCA 1972, § 1-3-49.
Street or highway. The word "street" or "highway" shall mean the entire width between
property lines of every way or place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use
of the public, as a matter of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic.
"Street or highway" defined, MCA 1972, § 63-3-125(a).
Tenant, occupant. Whenever the word "tenant" or "occupant" is applied to a building or
land, it shall include any person holding a written or oral lease of, or who occupies the whole or
a part of, such building or land, either alone or with others.
Tense. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past
and present.
Title of officer, department, board or commission. Whenever the title of an officer,
department, board or commission is given it shall be construed as though the words "of the City
of Natchez" followed it.
Week. Whenever the word "week" is used it shall mean seven days.
Written or in writing. The words "written" or "in writing" may include printing, engraving,
lithographing or any other representation of words, letters or figures, except that in all cases
where the signature of any person is required, it shall always be the proper handwriting of such
person, or, in case he or she is unable to write, his or her proper mark.
Year. The word "year" shall mean a calendar year, unless a contrary intention is
expressed.
(Code 1969, § 1-2)
Construction of statutes, MCA 1972, § 1-3-1 et seq.; "year" defined, MCA 1972, § 1-3-63.
Sec. 1-3. Catchlines of sections.
The catchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended
as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to
be titles of such sections, nor as any part of such sections, nor, unless expressly so provided,
shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or
reenacted.
(Code 1969, § 1-4)
Sec. 1-4. Effect of Code on existing ordinances.
The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as those of
ordinances existing at the time of the effective date of this Code, shall be considered as
continuations thereof and not as new enactments.
(Code 1969, § 1-5)
Sec. 1-5. General penalty.
(a)

Wherever in this Code or in any ordinance of the city, any act is prohibited or is
made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or the doing of any act is required,
or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or a misdemeanor, where

no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any such provisions of
this Code or ordinance of the city shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
$1,000.00 or by imprisonment not exceeding 90 days, or both. Every day any
violation of this Code or any such ordinance shall continue shall constitute a
separate offense.
(b)

In addition to the penalties provided in subsection (a) of this section, any
condition caused or permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of this
Code or any ordinance shall be deemed a public nuisance and may be abated by
the city, as provided by law, and each day that such condition continues shall be
regarded as a new and separate offense.

(Code 1969, § 1-9)
Penalty for violation of ordinances, § 25; penalties in municipal court, § 40A(5).
Courts, ch. 26.
Costs in cases of certiorari and appeals, MCA 1972, § 11-53-53; punishment for violation
of ordinances, MCA 1972, § 21-13-1; misdemeanors under state penal laws as
criminal offenses against municipalities, MCA 1972, § 21-13-19; credit allowed for
labor of convicts, treatment, MCA 1972, § 47-1-47.
Sec. 1-6. Miscellaneous ordinances and actions not affected by Code.
Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code shall affect:
(1)

Any offense or act committed or done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any
contract or right established or accruing before the effective date of this Code.

(2)

Any ordinance promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the city or
authorizing the issuance of any bonds for the city or any evidence of the city's
indebtedness, or any contract or obligation assumed by the city.

(3)

Any ordinance fixing salaries of officers or employees of the city.

(4)

Any appropriation ordinance.

(5)

Any right or franchise granted by any ordinance or resolution to any person.

(6)

Any ordinance dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening,
closing, paving, widening, vacating, etc., any street or public way in the city.

(7)

Any ordinance establishing and prescribing the street grades of any street in the
city.

(8)

Any ordinance providing for local improvements or assessing taxes therefor.

(9)

Any ordinance dedicating or accepting any plat or subdivision in the city or
providing regulations for the same.

(10)

Any ordinance annexing property in the city.

(11)

Any ordinance regulating zoning in the city.

(12)

Any ordinance pertaining to manufactured homes and trailers.

(13)

Any ordinance pertaining to alcoholic beverages.

(14)

Any ordinance pertaining to streets, sidewalks and other public places.

(15)

Any ordinance pertaining to personnel.

(16)

Any ordinance prescribing traffic regulations for specific locations, prescribing
through streets, parking limitations, parking prohibitions, one-way traffic, or
limitations on loads of vehicles or loading zones, not inconsistent with such
Code.

(17)

Any ordinance fixing utility rates and charges.

(18)

Sections 14.104 through 14.112, inclusive, and sections 20.10 through 20.12,
inclusive, of the Code of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, 1954.

All such ordinances are hereby recognized as continuing in full force and effect to the same
extent as if set out at length in this Code.
(Ord. of 11-10-69, § 3)
Sec. 1-7. Severability.
If any part, section or subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Code, or its
application to any persons or circumstances, is for any reason declared to be unconstitutional,
invalid or unenforceable, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this Code or their application.
(Code 1969, § 1-3)
Sec. 1-8. Amendments to Code; effect of new ordinances; amendatory language.
(a)

All ordinances passed subsequent to this Code which amend, repeal or in any
way affect this Code, may be numbered in accordance with the numbering
system of this Code and printed for inclusion herein. In the case of repealed
chapters, sections and subsections, or any part thereof, by subsequent
ordinances, such repealed portions may be excluded from the Code by omission
from reprinted pages affected thereby. Any and all additions and amendments to
this Code, when passed in such form as to indicate the intention of the mayor
and board of aldermen to make them a part hereof, shall be deemed to be
incorporated herein, so that a reference to the Code shall be understood and
intended to include such additions and amendments.

(b)

Amendments to any of the provisions of this Code may be made by amending
such provisions by specific reference to the section number of this Code in the
following language: "That section ________
of The Code of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, is hereby amended to read as
follows:...." The new provisions shall then be set out in full as desired.

(c)

If a new section not heretofore existing in this Code, is to be added, the following
language shall be used: "That The Code of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, is
hereby amended by adding a section, article or chapter to be numbered
________
, which section reads as follows:...." The new section shall then be set out in full
as desired.

(d)

All sections, articles, chapters or provisions desired to be repealed must be
specifically repealed by section, article or chapter number, as the case may be.

(Code 1969, § 1-7)
Style of ordinances, § 41.
Style of ordinances, MCA 1972, § 21-13-7.
Sec. 1-9. Supplementation of Code.
(a)

Supplements to this Code, whether by contract or by city personnel, shall be
prepared and printed whenever authorized or directed by the board of aldermen.
A supplement to the Code shall include all substantive permanent and general
parts of ordinances passed by the board of aldermen during the period covered
by the supplement and all changes made thereby in the Code. The pages of a
supplement shall be so numbered that they will fit properly into the Code and will,
where necessary, replace pages which have become obsolete or partially
obsolete. The new pages shall be so prepared that, when they have been
inserted, the Code will be current through the date of the adoption of the latest
ordinance included in the supplement.

(b)

In the preparation of a supplement to this Code, all portions of the Code which
have been repealed shall be excluded from the Code by the omission thereof
from reprinted pages.

(c)

When preparing a supplement to this Code, the codifier (meaning the person,
agency or organization authorized to prepare the supplement) may make formal,
nonsubstantive changes in ordinances and parts of ordinances included in the
supplement, insofar as it is necessary to do so to embody them into a unified
code. For example, the codifier may:
(1)

Organize the ordinance material into appropriate subdivisions;

(2)

Provide appropriate catchlines, headings and titles for sections and other
subdivisions of the Code printed in the supplement, and make changes in
such catchlines, headings and titles;

(3)

Assign appropriate numbers to sections and other subdivisions to be
inserted in the Code and, where necessary to accommodate new
material, change existing section or other subdivision numbers;

(4)

Change the words "this ordinance" or words of the same meaning to "this
chapter," "this article," "this division," etc., as the case may be or to
"sections ________
to ________
" (inserting section numbers to indicate the sections of the Code which
embody the substantive sections of the ordinance incorporated in the
Code); and

(5)

Make other nonsubstantive changes necessary to preserve the original
meaning of the ordinance sections inserted in the Code, but in no case
shall the codifier make any change in the meaning or effect of ordinance
material included in the supplement or already embodied in the Code.

Style of ordinances, MCA 1972, § 21-13-7.
Sec. 1-10. Altering Code.
It shall be unlawful for any person to change or alter, by additions or deletions, any part
or portion of this Code or to insert or delete pages or portions thereof, or to alter or tamper with
such Code in any manner whatsoever which will cause the law of the city to be misrepresented.
(Code 1969, § 1-8)
Sec. 1-11. Effect of repeal of ordinances.
(a)

The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordinance in force before or at
the time the ordinance repealed took effect.

(b)

The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred
before the repeal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at
the time of the repeal, for an offense committed or matter covered under the
ordinance repealed.

(Code 1969, § 1-6)
No revival of repealed laws, MCA 1972, § 1-1-25.
Sec. 1-12. History notes.
The history notes appearing in parentheses after sections in this Code are not intended
to have any legal effect but are merely intended to indicate the source of matter contained in the
sections.
Sec. 1-13. Editor's notes and references.
The editor's notes, Charter references, cross references and state law references in this
Code are not intended to have any legal effect but are merely intended to assist the user of this
Code.

Chapter 2 ADMINISTRATION ii[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 2-1.

Organization chart.

Sec. 2-2.

Costs and expenses of franchise right, easement or use.

Sec. 2-3.

Copies of maps, plats, papers, records.

Secs. 2-4—2-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-1. Organization chart.
The

following

shall

be

the

organization

chart

for

the

city:

Organizational Chart

Sec. 2-2. Costs and expenses of franchise right, easement or use.
When, upon the application of any person, any franchise, right, easement or use to be
enjoyed or exercised under, or by virtue of, any ordinance or grant of the city is granted, given to
or conferred upon such person by the mayor and board of aldermen, the grantee or donee of
such franchise, right, easement or use shall pay all costs and expenses incurred by the mayor
and board of aldermen and connected with such grant or donation, including the cost of the
publication of such ordinance or grant, when such publication is for any purpose made or
ordered by the mayor and board of aldermen. Should the mayor and board of aldermen deem it
necessary to refer such proposed franchise or grant to the city attorney or any other attorney, all
fees for and costs of such attorney's examination in accordance with such reference shall be
paid by the grantee or donee. The payment of all such costs and expenses shall be a condition
precedent to the exercise or use of such grant or donation. In any case where such course is

deemed proper by the mayor and board of aldermen, security for such costs may be demanded
in advance.
(Code 1969, § 2-4)
Ordinances granting franchises, MCA 1972, § 21-13-3.
Sec. 2-3. Copies of maps, plats, papers, records.
Any person desiring a copy of any map, plat, paper or record of the city may make an
application or request therefor to the city clerk and pay a fee therefor as determined by the
mayor and board of aldermen from time to time.
(Code 1969, § 2-5)
Municipal records, MCA 1972, § 21-15-33 et seq.
Secs. 2-4—2-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 2-26—2-35.

Reserved.

Secs. 2-26—2-35. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. RULES OF PROCEDURE
Sec. 2-36.

To govern board.

Sec. 2-37.

Meetings—Regular and special (Rule 1).

Sec. 2-38.

Same—Order of business (Rule 2).

Sec. 2-39.

Same—Decisions on priority of business (Rule 3).

Sec. 2-40.

Mayor—Duties and privileges (Rule 4).

Sec. 2-41.

Same—Putting question; disturbing decorum of meeting (Rule 5).

Sec. 2-42.

Same—Addressing (Rule 6).

Sec. 2-43.

Same—To name speaker (Rule 7).

Sec. 2-44.

Members—Duties and privileges (Rule 8).

Sec. 2-45.

Same—Calling to order; appeal (Rule 9).

Sec. 2-46.

Same—Private discourse; passing between speaker and chair (Rule 10).

Sec. 2-47.

Same—Voting (Rule 11).

Sec. 2-48.

Same—Protests of board actions (Rule 12).

Sec. 2-49.

Motions and resolutions—Require seconds; reduced to writing (Rule 13).

Sec. 2-50.

Same—In possession of board; withdrawal (Rule 14).

Sec. 2-51.

Same—Division of debated question (Rule 15).

Sec. 2-52.

Same—Entry upon minutes (Rule 16).

Sec. 2-53.

Same—Ayes and nays (Rule 17).

Sec. 2-54.

Precedence of questions (Rule 18).

Sec. 2-55.

Adjournment—Motion in order; exceptions (Rule 19).

Sec. 2-56.

Same—Amendment of motions (Rule 20).

Sec. 2-57.

Previous question (Rule 21).

Sec. 2-58.

Laying on the table (Rule 22).

Sec. 2-59.

Indefinite postponement (Rule 23).

Sec. 2-60.

Referral to standing committee (Rule 24).

Sec. 2-61.

Amendments—Amending amendments (Rule 25).

Sec. 2-62.

Same—Modifying intentions of motions (Rule 26).

Sec. 2-63.

Same—To strike out and insert (Rule 27).

Sec. 2-64.

Reconsideration—Same meeting; next meeting (Rule 28).

Sec. 2-65.

Same—Motion to be made by members in majority (Rule 29).

Sec. 2-66.

Same—More than once (Rule 30).

Sec. 2-67.

Committees—Mayor or board to appoint special (Rule 31).

Sec. 2-68.

Same—Standing; election; enumeration (Rule 32).

Sec. 2-69.

Same—Standing; number of members (Rule 33).

Sec. 2-70.

Same—Special; number of members (Rule 34).

Sec. 2-71.

Same—Discharge of special (Rule 35).

Sec. 2-72.

Same—Jurisdiction of standing; report (Rule 36).

Sec. 2-73.

Duties of the clerk and chief of police (Rule 37).

Sec. 2-74.

Ordinances—Offering (Rule 38).

Sec. 2-75.

Same—Reading and considering; vote (Rule 39).

Sec. 2-76.

Same—Subject; amendment and revision (Rule 40).

Sec. 2-77.

Same—Passage or adoption (Rule 41).

Sec. 2-78.

Same—Enacting or ordaining clause (Rule 42).

Sec. 2-79.

Same—Publication and recordation (Rule 43).

Sec. 2-80.

Same—Relating to appropriation of money (Rule 44).

Sec. 2-81.

Committees of the whole—Formation; mayor leaving chair (Rule 45).

Sec. 2-82.

Same—Reports to board (Rule 46).

Sec. 2-83.

Same—Amendments to motions (Rule 47).

Sec. 2-84.

Same—Amendments to reports (Rule 48).

Sec. 2-85.

Salary increases (Rule 49).

Sec. 2-86.

Rules; suspension; amendment; repeal or alteration (Rule 50).

Sec. 2-87.

Robert's Rules of Order to answer other questions (Rule 51).

Secs. 2-88—2-100.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-36. To govern board.
The rules of procedure in this division shall govern the board when in council convened.
(Res. of 7-1-92)
Sec. 2-37. Meetings—Regular and special (Rule 1).
(a)

Regular. The regular meetings of the board of aldermen shall be held on the
second and fourth Tuesdays of each and every month at 11:00 a.m. on the
second Tuesday of the month and at 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of the
month in the council chambers of city hall. Should this day fall on a legal holiday,
the meeting shall be held the following day.

(b)

Special. Special meetings may be called by the mayor or any two aldermen for
the transaction of important business. The notice must state the time of meetings
and distinctly specify the subject matter of business to be acted on. It must be
signed by the officers calling the meeting and must be served by the police
officer on the members of the board, including the mayor, who have not signed it,
and who can be found personally, at least three hours before the time fixed for
the meeting. Such notice, with the endorsement of its service, shall be entered
on the minutes of the special meeting, and business not specified therein shall
not be transacted at the meeting.

(Code 1969, § 2-16; Res. of 7-1-92, rule 1)
Open meetings, MCA 1972, § 25-41-1 et seq.
Sec. 2-38. Same—Order of business (Rule 2).
At the hour appointed for the meeting, the clerk, or someone appointed to supply the
clerk's absence, shall proceed to call the roll of members, marking the absentees, and
announce whether a quorum (i.e., a majority of all aldermen) is present. Upon the appearance
of a quorum, the board shall be called to order, the mayor taking the chair, if present, or the
mayor pro-tempore taking the chair and presiding if the mayor shall be absent. The board shall
then proceed to the business before them, which shall be conducted in the following order:
(1)

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting or meetings, amendment and
approval of the minutes.

(2)

Reception and awarding of bids.

(3)

(4)

Recognition of private citizens and groups. Any person desiring to address the
board shall have notified the office of the mayor by 12:00 noon on Wednesday
preceding any regular scheduled meeting. Persons or groups desiring to appear
before the board shall submit their request in writing by said deadline and, if
approved by the mayor, shall be placed on the agenda in the order of the time of
their request. The request for any such appearance shall involve a matter over
which the board has control or jurisdiction and no other, and said written request
shall contain the subject matter, the specific issue to be presented to the board
and the name, address and telephone number of the person who will make such
presentation. The mayor shall notify such person on or before 12:00 noon on the
day before such meeting as to whether or not such person will be placed on the
agenda . The presentation of such person or group shall not exceed a total time
of five minutes. This time may be extended up to an additional five minutes upon
a motion duly made and approved by the board of aldermen; provided, however,
that under the following headings of business, and upon the vote and approval of
at least four members of the board of aldermen, any qualified person may
address the board without securing such prior permission, and subject to the
same time and subject matter limitations as follows:
a.

Written communications. Interested parties or their authorized
representatives may address the board by written communications in
regard to matters then under discussion.

b.

Oral communications. Taxpayers or residents of the city, or their
authorized legal representatives, may address the board by oral
communications on any matter concerning the city's business, or any
matter over which the board has control; provided, however, that
preference shall be given to those persons who may have notified the
mayor in advance of their desire to speak in order that the same may
appear on the agenda of the board.

c.

Reading of protests and presentation of petitions. Interested persons or
their authorized representatives may address the board by reading of
protests, petitions or communications relating to zoning, sewer and street
proceedings, hearings on protests, appeals and petitions or similar
matters then under consideration.

d.

Those persons or groups appearing under the authority granted in
subsections (3)a, (3)b and (3)c of this section shall be limited to a total of
three minutes.

e.

In all matters set forth herein, the mayor or other presiding officer shall
have the responsibility for carrying out the procedures set forth
hereinabove, and shall have the authority to determine the
appropriateness of any such communication as to the jurisdiction
concerning such subject matter and shall be authorized and empowered
to determine such agenda, subject to appeal by the board of aldermen as
provided herein.

f.

This procedure for the order of business shall be posted in city hall and
on the door of the council chamber to assist the citizens of the city who
wish to appear before the meetings of the mayor and board of aldermen.

Unfinished business of a preceding meeting.

(5)

Reports of city officials. After an official shall have made his or her report, he or
she shall not again address the board or participate in its discussion until and
unless called upon or granted permission by the presiding officer. The city
attorney may interrupt the proceedings at any time to advise on any matter of
law, as he or she may deem necessary and proper.

(6)

Reports of standing committees and action upon matters covered by such
reports.

(7)

Reports of special and select committees and action upon matters covered by
such reports.

(8)

Consideration of bills and accounts and appropriate action thereon.

(9)

Miscellaneous resolutions, motions, ordinances, and any new business that may
be presented by the mayor or a member of the board for consideration and
action.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 2; Ord. No. 2002-1, § 1, 3-12-02)
Sec. 2-39. Same—Decisions on priority of business (Rule 3).
All questions relating to the priority of business shall be decided by the chair without
debate, with the advice of the city attorney.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 3)
Sec. 2-40. Mayor—Duties and privileges (Rule 4).
The mayor or other presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum and shall decide
all questions of order, subject to appeal to the board of aldermen. An appeal to the board of
aldermen shall be allowed on any decision of order of procedure made or announced by the
mayor or other presiding officer. The mayor shall have the deciding vote on all questions upon
which the members of the board present and voting are equally divided.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 4)
Sec. 2-41. Same—Putting question; disturbing decorum of meeting (Rule 5).
While the mayor is putting the question, no member shall walk across or out of the
council room, or otherwise disturb the decorum of the meeting.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 5)
Sec. 2-42. Same—Addressing (Rule 6).
Every member, previous to speaking, shall address the mayor and say, "Mr. Mayor," but
shall not proceed with remarks until recognized and named by the chair.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 6)
Sec. 2-43. Same—To name speaker (Rule 7).
When two or more members rise at once, the mayor shall name who is to first speak.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 7)
Sec. 2-44. Members—Duties and privileges (Rule 8).
No member shall speak more than twice to the same general question without leave of
the board of aldermen, nor more than once in any case until every member choosing to speak
shall have spoken, nor more than ten minutes at any one time, without the permission of the
board.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 8)
Sec. 2-45. Same—Calling to order; appeal (Rule 9).
A member called to order shall immediately sit down, unless permitted by the chair to
explain. If there is no appeal, the decision of the chair shall be conclusive, but if the member
appeals from the decision of the chair, the board of aldermen shall decide upon the case without
debate.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 9)
Sec. 2-46. Same—Private discourse; passing between speaker and chair (Rule 10).
While a member is speaking, no member shall hold any private discourse, nor pass
between the speaker and the chair.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 10)
Sec. 2-47. Same—Voting (Rule 11).
Every member who is present when a question is stated from the chair shall vote
thereon, unless excused by the board of aldermen or unless he or she is directly interested in
the question, in which case he or she shall not vote.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 11)
Sec. 2-48. Same—Protests of board actions (Rule 12).
Any alderman may, at his or her own option, briefly and respectfully state, and have
spread upon the journal, his or her protest against any action of the board.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 12)
Sec. 2-49. Motions and resolutions—Require seconds; reduced to writing (Rule 13).
No motion shall be put or debated unless it is seconded. When a motion is seconded, it
shall be stated by the chair or the clerk, and every such motion shall be reduced to writing if
required by a member.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 13)
Sec. 2-50. Same—In possession of board; withdrawal (Rule 14).

After a motion or resolution is stated by the mayor or the clerk, it shall be deemed to be
in the possession of the board of aldermen but may be withdrawn by the movement at any time
before decision or amendment with the consent of the alderman who seconded the same.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 14)
Sec. 2-51. Same—Division of debated question (Rule 15).
If the question in debate contains several distinct propositions, any member may have
the same divided when the sense admits of it.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 15)
Sec. 2-52. Same—Entry upon minutes (Rule 16).
In all cases where a resolution or motion is entered on the minutes of the board of
aldermen, the name of the member moving the same and of the member seconding the
resolution or motion shall be entered also.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 16)
Sec. 2-53. Same—Ayes and nays (Rule 17).
Ayes and nays upon any and all questions shall be taken and entered upon the minutes.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 17)
Sec. 2-54. Precedence of questions (Rule 18).
(a)

(b)

When a question is under debate, the only motion in order shall be:
(1)

To recess to a day and time certain for all general purposes or for special
purposes;

(2)

To adjourn;

(3)

To lay on the table;

(4)

The previous question;

(5)

To refer to a regular or special committee for further consideration;

(6)

To amend; and

(7)

To postpone indefinitely.

Such motions shall have the precedence in the order arranged in subsection (a)
of this section. The second, third and fourth shall be decided without debate.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 18)
Sec. 2-55. Adjournment—Motion in order; exceptions (Rule 19).
A motion to recess to a date and time certain or to adjourn the council shall always be in
order, except:
(1)

When a member is in possession of the floor;

(2)

When the members are voting or when the ayes or nays are being called;

(3)

When the same motion was the first preceding motion; or

(4)

When it has been decided that the previous question shall be taken.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 19)
Sec. 2-56. Same—Amendment of motions (Rule 20).
A motion to adjourn simply cannot be amended, but a motion to recess until a day and
time certain, for either general purposes or special purposes, may be amended and is open for
debate.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 20)
Sec. 2-57. Previous question (Rule 21).
When the previous question is moved and seconded, it shall be put in the form: Shall the
main question now be put? If this is carried, all proposed amendments and all further motions
and debate shall be excluded, and the question shall be put without delay.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 21)
Sec. 2-58. Laying on the table (Rule 22).
A motion to lay on the table simply is not debatable, but a motion to lay on the table and
publish, or any other condition, is subject to amendment and debate.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 22)
Sec. 2-59. Indefinite postponement (Rule 23).
When a motion is postponed indefinitely, it shall not be taken up again during the same
meeting.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 23)
Sec. 2-60. Referral to standing committee (Rule 24).
A motion to refer to a standing committee shall take precedence of a similar motion for a
special committee.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 24)
Sec. 2-61. Amendments—Amending amendments (Rule 25).
A motion to amend an amendment shall be in order, but to amend an amendment to an
amendment shall not be entertained.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 25)
Sec. 2-62. Same—Modifying intentions of motions (Rule 26).

An amendment modifying the intention of a motion shall be in order, but an amendment
relating to a different subject shall not be in order.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 26)
Sec. 2-63. Same—To strike out and insert (Rule 27).
On an amendment to strike out and insert, the paragraph to be amended shall first be
read as it stands, then the words proposed to be struck out and those to be inserted, and finally,
the paragraph as it would stand if so amended.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 27)
Sec. 2-64. Reconsideration—Same meeting; next meeting (Rule 28).
A question may be reconsidered at any time during the same meeting or at the first
meeting held thereafter, except a question which has been indefinitely postponed. A motion for
reconsideration having once been made and decided in the negative shall not be renewed
before the next meeting.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 28)
Sec. 2-65. Same—Motion to be made by members in majority (Rule 29).
A motion to reconsider may be made and seconded only by members who voted in the
majority.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 29)
Sec. 2-66. Same—More than once (Rule 30).
No question shall be reconsidered more than once, nor shall have a vote to reconsider
being reconsidered.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 30)
Sec. 2-67. Committees—Mayor or board to appoint special (Rule 31).
All special committees shall be appointed by the mayor unless otherwise specially
ordered by the board, in which case, if the board so desires, they shall be appointed by ballot.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 31)
Sec. 2-68. Same—Standing; election; enumeration (Rule 32).
(a)

The standing committees of the board shall be elected by the board of aldermen,
and the first person named on the committee shall be the chairperson an thereof
and the second shall be vice-chairperson. The following shall be the standing
committees:
(1)

Finance;

(2)

Streets and traffic;

(3)

Public properties;

(b)

(4)

Police;

(5)

Fire;

(6)

Drainage, public health and utilities; and

(7)

Recreation, education and ordinances.

Other standing committees may be created from time to time by resolution, order
or ordinance of the board. The police, fire, streets and traffic committees shall
meet not less than once a month.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 32)
Sec. 2-69. Same—Standing; number of members (Rule 33).
The standing committees of the board shall consist of not less than three nor more than
six members each, except the committee on finance, which shall consist of the mayor and all
aldermen.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 33)
Sec. 2-70. Same—Special; number of members (Rule 34).
All special committees shall consist of not less than three members each, unless some
other member is specified, and the first person named shall be chairperson.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 34)
Sec. 2-71. Same—Discharge of special (Rule 35).
On the acceptance of a final report from a special committee, such committee shall be
considered discharged, without a vote, unless otherwise ordered.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 35)
Sec. 2-72. Same—Jurisdiction of standing; report (Rule 36).
All business referred shall go to the appropriate standing committee, unless for good
reason the board directs otherwise, and a report shall be made thereon at the next regular
meeting, unless otherwise directed.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 36)
Sec. 2-73. Duties of the clerk and chief of police (Rule 37).
The clerk shall forward all papers or copies thereof to the chairperson of the appropriate
committees and officers as early as the second day after the reference shall have been made. It
shall be the duty of the chief of police to deliver them.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 37)
Sec. 2-74. Ordinances—Offering (Rule 38).
Ordinances may be offered only by any one or more members of the board.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 38)
Sec. 2-75. Same—Reading and considering; vote (Rule 39).
All ordinances shall be read and considered at a public meeting of the board of
aldermen, and the vote on their final passage shall be taken by both ayes and nays, which shall
be entered on the minutes by the clerk. A vote shall never be taken on any ordinance not
previously reduced to writing.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 39)
Sec. 2-76. Same—Subject; amendment and revision (Rule 40).
An ordinance shall not contain more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed
in its title. An ordinance shall not be amended or revised unless the new ordinance contains the
entire ordinance, as revised, or the sections, as amended, and the original shall thereby be
replaced.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 40)
Sec. 2-77. Same—Passage or adoption (Rule 41).
Unless the rules are suspended, no ordinance shall be passed or adopted at the
meeting of the board at which the same is first presented and read, and it shall require an
affirmative vote of the majority of the aldermen present to suspend the rules in this particular.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 41)
Sec. 2-78. Same—Enacting or ordaining clause (Rule 42).
The enacting or ordaining clauses of each ordinance shall be as follows: "Be it ordained
by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Natchez in council convened that," etc. The
concluding words, paragraph or section shall express the time of its passage and adoption and
express when it shall become effective and operative. All ordinances shall conclude with the
words: "ordained this ________
day of ________
/________
/________
, 19________
" (with the date of adoption inserted in the blank spaces), and, as evidence of adoption, the
ordinance shall be signed by the mayor or mayor pro-tempore and attested by the city clerk or
the deputy city clerk.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 42)
Sec. 2-79. Same—Publication and recordation (Rule 43).
All ordinances after adoption shall be published as soon as such publication may
practicably be done, and the ordinances shall be recorded in the minutes of the board of
aldermen of the meeting at which the ordinances were adopted. Such ordinances shall be
recorded in the record book of ordinances of the city after publication thereof. The record of
ordinances in the ordinance books shall show the date of publication.

(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 43)
Sec. 2-80. Same—Relating to appropriation of money (Rule 44).
Nothing in this article regarding the rules relating to ordinances shall apply to
ordinances, orders or resolutions appropriating money for the payment of current expenses of
the city or the payment of sums due on any contract previously made.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 44)
Sec. 2-81. Committees of the whole—Formation; mayor leaving chair (Rule 45).
In forming a committee of the whole, the mayor may leave his or her chair, and a
chairperson to preside in committee shall be appointed by the mayor. In case he or she leaves
the chair, a committee of the whole may be formed with the mayor in the chair, and the freedom
and latitude of debate shall be allowed as in committee of the whole.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 45)
Sec. 2-82. Same—Reports to board (Rule 46).
An ordinance or other matter referred to a committee of the whole shall be reported back
to the board of aldermen with the recommendation of the committee as to what action should be
taken thereon by the board of aldermen. After report back to the board of aldermen, the
ordinance or other matter theretofore referred to the committee of the whole shall be subject to
debate and amendment before final action is taken thereon or with reference to the same.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 46)
Sec. 2-83. Same—Amendments to motions (Rule 47).
All amendments made to an original motion in committee shall be incorporated with the
motion and so reported.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 47)
Sec. 2-84. Same—Amendments to reports (Rule 48).
All amendments made to a report committed to a committee of the whole shall be noted
and reported as in cases of ordinances.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 48)
Sec. 2-85. Salary increases (Rule 49).
Other than at the time of the adoption of the budget for the succeeding year, no salary
raises shall be made without first referring same to the finance committee to be sure that funds
are provided for this purpose in the budget and approved by the board at two successive regular
meetings. This rule shall not be subject to suspension as in rule 50.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 49)
Sec. 2-86. Rules; suspension; amendment; repeal or alteration (Rule 50).

These rules may be temporarily suspended by two-thirds of all of the members present,
and may be amended, repealed or altered at any time by a majority vote of the aldermen
present.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 50)
Sec. 2-87. Robert's Rules of Order to answer other questions (Rule 51).
All questions not provided for in this article shall be decided by Robert's Rules of Order.
(Res. of 7-1-92, rule 51)
Secs. 2-88—2-100. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. MAYOR
Sec. 2-101.

Chief executive officer.

Sec. 2-102.

Officers' obedience to orders.

Sec. 2-103.

Bond required.

Sec. 2-104.

Suspension of subordinates.

Sec. 2-105.

Duty to devote full time to office.

Secs. 2-106—2-125.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-101. Chief executive officer.
The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the city and shall have executive
control, direction and supervision over all subordinate officers, whether elective or appointive
except the judiciary and members of the board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 2-17)
General powers and duties of mayor, § 32.
Mayor, MCA 1972, § 21-15-7 et seq.
Sec. 2-102. Officers' obedience to orders.
It shall be the duty of all subordinate officers, whether elective or appointive, except the
judiciary and members of the board of aldermen, to carry out all lawful orders and directions that
may be given to them by the mayor.
(Code 1969, § 2-18)
Sec. 2-103. Bond required.
The mayor shall, upon receiving notice of his or her election and before entering upon
the duties of his or her office, enter into bond with good and sufficient security, as provided by
law, to be approved by the board of aldermen, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his or her
duties as set out in the Charter, this Code and the other ordinances of the city; which bond, after

being approved, shall be filed in the office of the city clerk and may, by the resolution of the
mayor and board of aldermen, be put in suit as often as a breach thereof may occur until the
recovery of the whole penalty thereof.
(Code 1969, § 2-19)
Approval of bonds of municipal officers, MCA 1972, § 25-1-19; civil liability for failure to
perform duty, MCA 1972, § 25-1-45.
Sec. 2-104. Suspension of subordinates.
The mayor is hereby empowered to suspend any subordinate officer of the city who may
be found derelict in the performance of his or her duty, and the mayor shall report the same to
the board of aldermen at their next meeting for their action.
(Code 1969, § 2-20)
Removals from office, MCA 1972, § 25-5-1 et seq.
Sec. 2-105. Duty to devote full time to office.
(a)

Generally. The mayor of the city shall devote full time toward the discharge of the
duties as mayor.

(b)

Outside employment. The mayor of the city shall not enter into the employment
of anyone other than the city.

(c)

Investments. This section shall in no way prohibit or discourage the mayor of the
city from making investments in companies, if investments shall not require any
time on the part of the mayor.

(d)

Penalties. If the mayor shall violate this section, then he or she shall be advised
thereof by the board of aldermen and, upon his or her failure to correct the
violation, he or she shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Code 1969, § 2-21)
Secs. 2-106—2-125. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 2-126.
Execution as surety of appearance or indemnity bond by mayor, board of
aldermen, officials or employees.
Sec. 2-127.

Selective service registration requirements for city job applicants.

Secs. 2-128—2-135.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-126. Execution as surety of appearance or indemnity bond by mayor, board of
aldermen, officials or employees.

It shall be unlawful for the mayor or any member of the board of aldermen of the city,
any elected official or any employee of the city to sign or execute as surety any appearance
bond or bond of indemnity, which bond shall be conditioned upon the appearance of any person
in any court proceeding, whether civil or criminal.
(Code 1969, § 2-6)
Appearance bonds in municipal court, MCA 1972, § 21-23-8.
Sec. 2-127. Selective service registration requirements for city job applicants.
(a)

Every male between the ages of eighteen (18) and twenty-six (26) who is
required to register under the federal Military Selective Service Act, 50, USCS
App. 453, and is seeking employment with the city shall submit to the person,
department, board or agency to which his application is submitted satisfactory
documentation of his compliance with the draft registration requirements of the
Military Selective Service Act. The documentation shall include a signed
affirmation under penalty of perjury that the male applicant has complied with the
requirements of the federal Selective Service Act.

(b)

Every male between the ages of eighteen (18) and twenty-six (26) who is offered
employment with the city shall be prohibited from being employed by the city until
he submits the documentation required in subsection (a) of this section.

(Ord. No. 2000-2, § 1, 5-23-2000)
Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2000-2, § 1, adopted May 23, 2000, did not specify manner of codification, hence;
inclusion of these provisions as § 2-127 was at the discretion of the editor.
Secs. 2-128—2-135. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. CITY CLERK
Sec. 2-136.

Oath and bond.

Sec. 2-137.

Duties.

Sec. 2-138.

Provision of public examination and inspection of records of proceedings.

Sec. 2-139.

Deputy city clerk; appointment; qualifications; oath; bond.

Secs. 2-140—2-150.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-136. Oath and bond.
Before the city clerk enters upon the duties of his or her office, he or she shall take the
oath prescribed by the state constitution before the mayor, municipal judge or county judge and
enter into bond in the penal sum of $50,000.00 with good and sufficient security to be approved
of by the mayor and board of aldermen, payable to the mayor, conditioned that he or she will
well and faithfully discharge the duties of his or her office during the continuance thereof, and so

long as he or she shall hold the same, which bond shall be filed among the records of his or her
office.
(Code 1969, § 2-31)<UNKNOWN refstateconst>
Oath of office, § 268.</UNKNOWN>
Bond of municipal clerk, MCA 1972, § 21-15-38.
Sec. 2-137. Duties.
The duties of the city clerk shall be as follows:
(1)

Attend each and every meeting of the mayor and board of aldermen and to be
responsible for minutes of their proceedings;

(2)

Record and transcribe in a book provided for that purpose all the ordinances and
laws passed by the mayor and board of aldermen;

(3)

Keep the city seal and affix the same in all cases required by the provisions of
this Code, state law or city ordinance;

(4)

Pay over all moneys received by him or her each month into the city depository
and render a monthly statement of such moneys to the mayor and board of
aldermen;

(5)

Keep an office in the municipal building in which he or she shall keep all the
records of the proceedings of the mayor and board of aldermen, and all the laws
and ordinances of the city;

(6)

Discharge all the duties required of him or her by the provision of this Code, state
law or city ordinance, rule or regulation; and

(7)

Be in charge of the issuance of privilege licenses; and

(8)

Do and perform all other acts such as supervision, operation, management, and
direction of the following areas of municipal government: management and
budget, finance, accounting and audit, personnel, insurance, information and
data processing, purchasing, civil service and voter registration. The city clerk
shall further be vested with all of the powers, duties and authority under the laws
of the state, including but not limited to the duties prescribed by MCA 1972, §§
21-15-19, 21-15-21, 21-23-11, 21-33-27, 21-39-19, 21-33-41, 21-33-47,
21-33-67, 21-35-11, 21-35-13, 21-39-05, 21-39-07, 21-39-13, 21-39-19,
21-41-13, and 21-41-21.

(Code 1969, § 2-32)
Duties of municipal clerk, MCA 1972, § 21-15-17 et seq.; monthly report of clerk, MCA
1972, § 21-35-13.
Sec. 2-138. Provision of public examination and inspection of records of proceedings.
All records of the proceedings of the mayor and board of aldermen and all the laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations of the city shall be subject to public examination and
inspection as provided in the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 (MCA 1972, § 25-61-1 et
seq.).

(Code 1969, § 2-33)
Sec. 2-139. Deputy city clerk; appointment; qualifications; oath; bond.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall, from time to time as deemed necessary and
proper, appoint one or more deputy city clerks. Each person appointed as a deputy city clerk
shall possess qualifications as necessary to carry out the functions of the city clerk's office, shall
take the same oath of office and enter into bond requirements according to law and for the
faithful performance of his or her duties in the sum of not less than $10,000.00 and shall have
the same duties as the city clerk.
(Code 1969, § 2-34)
Deputy municipal clerk, MCA 1972, § 21-15-23.
Secs. 2-140—2-150. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. CITY ATTORNEY iii[2]
Sec. 2-151.

Office created.

Sec. 2-152.

Appointment.

Sec. 2-153.

Qualifications.

Sec. 2-154.

Duties.

Sec. 2-155.

Additional counsel.

Secs. 2-156—2-165.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-151. Office created.
There is hereby created in and for the city the office of city attorney.
(Code 1969, § 2-45)
Sec. 2-152. Appointment.
The city attorney shall be appointed by the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 2-46)
Sec. 2-153. Qualifications.
The person appointed to the office of the city attorney shall be a duly licensed practicing
attorney of the state.
(Code 1969, § 2-47)
Sec. 2-154. Duties.
The duties of the city attorney shall be as follows:

(1)

Attend all meetings of the mayor and board of aldermen, both general and
special;

(2)

Give legal advice to the mayor and board of aldermen upon matters coming
before it;

(3)

Prepare all papers, documents and ordinances that may be required in the
conduct of the business of the city or ordered by the mayor and board of
aldermen;

(4)

Furnish the mayor and board of aldermen with his or her professional opinions
upon subjects touching the rights and liabilities of the city whenever the same
shall be requested; and

(5)

In general, render to the city all legal services that may be required by it during
his or her incumbency in office.

(Code 1969, § 2-48)
Sec. 2-155. Additional counsel.
If it shall be deemed necessary or proper, the mayor and board of aldermen may employ
special counsel to represent the interest of the city.
(Code 1969, § 2-49)
Secs. 2-156—2-165. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. PUBLIC DEFENDER iv[3]
Sec. 2-166.

Office created.

Sec. 2-167.

Appointment; compensation; qualifications; term.

Sec. 2-168.

Duty to represent indigent persons lacking other legal counsel.

Secs. 2-169—2-180.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-166. Office created.
There is hereby created in the city the office of public defender.
(Code 1969, § 2-57)
Sec. 2-167. Appointment; compensation; qualifications; term.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall appoint at its first meeting in 1972 and
quadrennially thereafter, or when a vacancy shall occur, a duly qualified and licensed, practicing
attorney to be public defender at a salary and compensation to be set from time to time by the
mayor and board of aldermen. Such attorney shall be learned and experienced in the practice of
criminal law. He or she shall serve at the will and pleasure of the mayor and board of aldermen.

(Code 1969, § 2-58)
Sec. 2-168. Duty to represent indigent persons lacking other legal counsel.
The public defender shall represent all persons who are certified by the municipal judge
to be qualified for appointed counsel under MCA 1972, § 21-23-7(4).
(Code 1969, § 2-59)
Secs. 2-169—2-180. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. PURCHASING AGENT v[4]
Sec. 2-181.

Office created.

Sec. 2-182.

Appointment; term.

Sec. 2-183.

Conflict of interest.

Sec. 2-184.

Supervision; responsibility.

Secs. 2-185—2-195.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-181. Office created.
There is hereby created in and for the city the office of purchasing agent.
(Code 1969, § 2-60)
Sec. 2-182. Appointment; term.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall appoint a purchasing agent whose term of office
shall be at the will and pleasure of the mayor and board of aldermen. In lieu of the office of
purchasing agent the mayor and board of aldermen may delegate this responsibility to the city
clerk.
(Code 1969, § 2-61)
Sec. 2-183. Conflict of interest.
The purchasing agent shall have no interest, either direct or indirect, in or with any
person who shall offer to sell or sell to the city, or to any of its departments; nor shall the
purchasing agent have any interest, direct or indirect, in any contract between any person and
the city.
(Code 1969, § 2-64)<UNKNOWN refstateconst>
Conflict of interest of public officers, § 109.</UNKNOWN>
Sec. 2-184. Supervision; responsibility.
The purchasing agent shall perform all of his or her duties under the general supervision
of the mayor, and shall be responsible to the mayor and board of aldermen.

(Code 1969, § 2-65)
Secs. 2-185—2-195. Reserved.

DIVISION 6. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
Sec. 2-196.

Creation of office.

Sec. 2-197.

Appointment.

Sec. 2-198.

General power and authority.

Sec. 2-199.

Responsibilities.

Sec. 2-200.

Vacancy in office.

Secs. 2-201—2-210.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-196. Creation of office.
There is hereby created the office of director of public works who shall be in charge of
the department of public works.
(Code 1969, § 2-94)
Sec. 2-197. Appointment.
The office of director of public works shall be filled by the appointment of the mayor and
board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 2-95)
Sec. 2-198. General power and authority.
The director of public works shall have authority to transfer equipment and facilities of
the city and employ such persons in the several administrative departments and transfer them
from one department to the other, as the work of the several departments may require; to
transfer employees of the several above named departments from one to the other as the needs
of the several departments may require; to so do all in his or her own discretion; and to
discharge any subordinate employee of either of the above named departments when in his or
her discretion the interest of the city and the efficient functioning and work of the several
departments may so require.
(Code 1969, § 2-99)
Sec. 2-199. Responsibilities.
The director of public works shall be responsible to the mayor and board of aldermen for
the proper administration of the department of public works and all subordinate departments
and for the efficient performance of all duties and work required to be done by the department of
public works and each subordinate department.
(Code 1969, § 2-100)

Sec. 2-200. Vacancy in office.
In the event of any vacancy in the office of the director of public works, the vacancy shall
be filled by appointment by the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 2-96)
Secs. 2-201—2-210. Reserved.

DIVISION 7. BONDS OF OFFICERS
Sec. 2-211.

Payable to city; manner of suing on.

Sec. 2-212.

Oath of parties upon bonds.

Sec. 2-213.

Recordation.

Secs. 2-214—2-235.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-211. Payable to city; manner of suing on.
City officials shall post official bonds as provided by state statute. The official bonds of all
officers of the city who are or may be required to give them shall be made payable to the city,
and shall be put in suit by the mayor, in the name of the city.
(Code 1969, § 2-1)
Oath and bond of city officers, § 18.
Bond of municipal clerk, MCA 1972, § 21-15-38; bond of marshal or chief of police, MCA
1972, § 21-21-1; conditions of official bonds, MCA 1972, § 25-1-15; approval of
bonds, MCA 1972, § 25-1-19.
Sec. 2-212. Oath of parties upon bonds.
It shall be the duty of the mayor to justify the parties offered upon all bonds made by city
officers by requiring each of them to make oath that he or she is the owner, in his or her own
right, of property in the city or the county, of the value of the penalty of the bond in question, and
all of his or her debts and liabilities.
(Code 1969, § 2-2)
Sec. 2-213. Recordation.
The city clerk shall record all the official bonds that shall be given by the officers of the
city.
(Code 1969, § 2-3)
Secs. 2-214—2-235. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. DEPARTMENTS

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 2-236—2-245.

Reserved.

Secs. 2-236—2-245. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Sec. 2-246.

Creation.

Sec. 2-247.

Subordinate departments.

Secs. 2-248—2-260.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-246. Creation.
There is hereby created an administrative department of the city to be known as the
department of public works.
(Code 1969, § 2-87)
Sec. 2-247. Subordinate departments.
(a)

Direction and control. The following subdepartments and subordinate
administrative departments of the city shall be under the direction and control of
the department of public works: the street department, the sanitation department,
city garage, parks and grounds, and animal control.

(b)

Coordination. It shall be the duty of the department of public works and the
director of public works to coordinate the activities and works of the street
department, the sanitation department, the city garage, the parks and grounds,
and the animal control by proper direction, management and control to obtain the
maximum efficiency of those several departments in the performance of the
respective duties of each and of all of them in their total services as
administrative departments of the city.

(Code 1969, § 2-88)
Animals, ch. 10; health and sanitation, ch. 42; parks and recreation, ch. 54; solid waste, ch. 66;
buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch.
122.
Secs. 2-248—2-260. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING
Sec. 2-261.

Creation.

Sec. 2-262.

Subordinate departments.

Sec. 2-263.

City engineer.

Secs. 2-264—2-275.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-261. Creation.
There is hereby created an administrative department of the city to be known as the
department of engineering.
Sec. 2-262. Subordinate departments.
(a)

Direction and control. The following subdepartments and subordinate
administrative departments of the city shall be under the direction and control of
the department of engineering: the building inspection department, the electrical
inspection department, the mechanical inspection department, the plumbing
inspection department and the traffic director. The plumbing inspector, the
building inspector, the electrical inspector, the mechanical inspector, and the
traffic director shall be under the direction of the department of engineering and
the city engineer in performance of their respective duties. The inspection
department and the traffic department shall be under the direction, management
and control of the department of engineering and the city engineer.

(b)

Coordination. It shall be the duty of the department of engineering and the city
engineer to coordinate the activities and works of the traffic department and the
inspection department by proper direction, management and control to obtain the
maximum efficiency of those several departments in the performance of the
respective duties of each and of all of them in their total services as
administrative departments of the city.

Traffic and vehicles, ch. 74; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90.
Sec. 2-263. City engineer.
(a)

Creation of office. There is hereby created the office of city engineer who shall be
in charge of the department of engineering.

(b)

Appointment. The position of city engineer shall be filled by the appointment of
the mayor and board of aldermen.

(c)

General power and authority. The city engineer shall have authority to transfer
equipment and facilities of the city and employ such persons in the several
administrative departments and transfer them from one department to the other,
as the work of the several departments may require; to transfer employees of the
several above named departments from one to the other as the needs of the
several departments may require; and also transfer from one to the other or any
other department to another city department as may be required; to so do all in
his or her own discretion; and to discharge any subordinate employee in either of
the above named departments when in his or her discretion the interest of the
city and the efficient functioning and work of the several departments may so
require.

(d)

Responsibilities. The city engineer shall be responsible to the mayor and board
of aldermen for the proper administration of the department of engineering and
all subordinate departments and for the efficient performance of all duties and

work required to be done by the department of engineering and each subordinate
department.
Secs. 2-264—2-275. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. SENIOR CENTER
Sec. 2-276.

Designated as city department; programs.

Sec. 2-277.

Executive director to apply for other programs for betterment of citizens.

Sec. 2-278.

Authority to make, execute and deliver contracts.

Sec. 2-279.

Employees considered city employees.

Sec. 2-280.

Council on aging to act as advisor and liaison.

Secs. 2-281—2-300.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-276. Designated as city department; programs.
The Senior Citizens Multipurpose Center, hereafter referred to as the senior center, shall
be designated as a department of the city. Programs emanating from the senior center shall
include those that provide social services for the elderly, volunteer opportunities for older
Americans, and a public transit system that provides transportation for the elderly and disabled
as well as for the general public.
Sec. 2-277. Executive director to apply for other programs for betterment of citizens.
The executive director of the senior center shall be authorized to make application for
other programs that are designed for the betterment of the citizens of the city upon the
recommendation and approval of the mayor and board of aldermen.
Sec. 2-278. Authority to make, execute and deliver contracts.
The executive director of the senior center shall be authorized to make, execute, and
deliver contracts in behalf of the city insofar and insofar only as the same shall pertain to
programs sponsored by the United States government in which the city shall be a party, but all
of such contracts shall have the prior approval of the mayor and board of aldermen and shall be
countersigned by the mayor of the city.
Sec. 2-279. Employees considered city employees.
All employees of the senior center shall be considered employees of the city. They shall
follow the city's personnel policies and regulations and enjoy the benefits and rights of being
employees of the city.
Sec. 2-280. Council on aging to act as advisor and liaison.

The Natchez Adams Council on Aging, a nonprofit organization, shall serve as an
advisory council for the programs operated from the senior center. A city alderman shall be a
member of the council on aging and shall serve as a liaison with the city.
Secs. 2-281—2-300. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 2-301—2-310.

Reserved.

Secs. 2-301—2-310. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. NATCHEZ FRANCHISE AND UTILITY COMMISSION vi[5]
Sec. 2-311.

Creation; composition.

Sec. 2-312.

Function.

Sec. 2-313.

Duty to report to mayor and board of aldermen.

Sec. 2-314.

Election of vice-chairperson and secretary.

Sec. 2-315.

Adoption of rules and regulations; meetings; quorum.

Secs. 2-316—2-335.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-311. Creation; composition.
(a)

There is hereby recreated and reestablished the Natchez Franchise and Utility
Commission.

(b)

The commission shall be composed of six members, each of whom shall be
appointed by and serve at the will and pleasure of the mayor and board of
aldermen. One member shall be selected from each of the city's six wards, and
shall be at the time of the appointment, and remain thereafter, a qualified elector
of the ward.

(Code 1969, § 2-224)
Sec. 2-312. Function.
The function and duty of the Natchez Franchise and Utility Commission is to oversee
and examine from time to time all franchise and other agreements by and between the city and
utility companies, and further, the rates charged by and the services rendered by the companies
serving the citizens of the city with natural gas, electricity, community antenna services (cable
services), telephone service, public transportation, including railway, truck and air traffic. The

commission shall be further charged with the same responsibilities in connection with any other
utilities, including water, sewer, garbage or other services, whether on franchise basis or
operated by the city or other entity.
(Code 1969, § 2-225)
Sec. 2-313. Duty to report to mayor and board of aldermen.
The commission shall have no official authority but shall be a watchdog commission and
shall report from time to time its findings and actions to the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 2-226)
Sec. 2-314. Election of vice-chairperson and secretary.
The commission shall annually elect a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and a secretary,
each of whom shall serve for a term of one year.
(Code 1969, § 2-227)
Sec. 2-315. Adoption of rules and regulations; meetings; quorum.
The commission shall adopt such rules and regulations as it may deem fit and proper,
and it shall meet on call of its chairperson, from time to time, or upon meeting duly called by four
of its members. A quorum shall consist of four members of the commission.
(Code 1969, § 2-228)
Secs. 2-316—2-335. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. FINANCE

vii[6]

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 2-336.

Depositories for funds.

Secs. 2-337—2-345.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-336. Depositories for funds.
Depositories for funds of the city will be governed by MCA 1972, § 27-105-301 et seq.
Payment of interest on deposits, MCA 1972, § 27-105-303; qualification as depository,
MCA 1972, § 27-105-315; amount to be paid by depositories for privilege of
keeping funds, how computed, MCA 1972, § 27-105-327.
Secs. 2-337—2-345. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PURCHASES; CONTRACTS
Sec. 2-346.

Advertising for purchases.

Sec. 2-347.

Return and opening of bids.

Sec. 2-348.

Limitation on purchases; emergency purchases.

Sec. 2-349.

Contracts.

Secs. 2-350—2-360.

Reserved.

Sec. 2-346. Advertising for purchases.
The purchasing agent shall have the duty of advertising according to law to prospective
bidders all items to be purchased by the city, and shall draw specifications for all items to be
purchased by the city, and provide the same in all advertisements, either directly or by reference
to specifications on file in the office of the purchasing agent.
(Code 1969, § 2-62)
Bid requirements and exceptions, MCA 1972, § 31-7-13.
Sec. 2-347. Return and opening of bids.
All bids for supplies shall be returnable to the office of the purchasing agent. If sealed
bids are required, such bids shall be opened at a public meeting of the mayor and board of
aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 2-63)
Sec. 2-348. Limitation on purchases; emergency purchases.
No department, officer or employee of the city shall make any purchase except through
the purchasing agent except in cases of emergency, as defined by law, pursuant to the
procedures provided by law. Any such emergency purchase must be approved as provided by
law.
(Code 1969, § 2-66)
"Emergency" defined, MCA 1972, § 31-7-1; emergency purchases, MCA 1972, §
31-7-13(k).
Sec. 2-349. Contracts.
All contracts to be made by the city through its governing authorities shall be made in
accordance with state law.
(Code 1969, § 2-73)
Secs. 2-350—2-360. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. SUBSIDIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS; ADVERTISING
Sec. 2-361.

Purpose of division.

Sec. 2-362.

Jurisdiction of division.

viii[7]

Sec. 2-363.

Application procedure.

Sec. 2-364.

Payments.

Sec. 2-365.

Review.

Sec. 2-361. Purpose of division.
The purpose of this division is to establish procedures to be used by the city for
reviewing and granting subsidies, contributions and advertising requested by various
individuals, organizations, agencies or groups as authorized by state statutes.
(Code 1969, § 2-126)
Sec. 2-362. Jurisdiction of division.
(a)

All subsidies and contributions must be provided for by specific amount in the
annual municipal budget, or as officially amended. No subsidies or contributions
shall be authorized in the municipal budget without compliance with the
application procedure, deadlines, review and recommendation provided for in this
division.

(b)

All advertising, which brings into favorable notice the opportunities, possibilities
and resources of the city as authorized under MCA 1972, § 17-3-1, shall comply
with the requirements set forth in this division.

(c)

Under exceptional circumstances, requests not meeting the requirements of this
article may, after compliance with reasonable review by the city, be approved by
the mayor and board of aldermen. Any such approval shall include determination
of the specific source of funding.

(Code 1969, § 2-127)
Sec. 2-363. Application procedure.
All applications for subsidies, contributions and advertising to be included in the budget
for the ensuing fiscal year shall be submitted to the city clerk on or before May 1, on official
forms including the information outlined in this section:
(1)

Contents. A completed sworn application form shall include the official title of the
organization, a list of names and addresses of its officers and board of directors,
if any, and be signed under penalty of perjury by its president or, if none, its
managing director or other equivalent officer. The application shall further contain
the following detailed information covering the most recently completed, present
and next following calendar or fiscal years of the applicant; a detailed description
of the purposes, programs and activities of the organization; approximate costs
of its programs; numbers of persons served; and sources and amounts of all
revenues, including contributions in kind.

(2)

Accompanying documents. Accompanying the sworn application shall be one
copy of the following, with the number of docu-ments required to be based on the
dollar value of the request:

Dollar Value

Required Items

of Request

$1.00 to $500.00

$501.00 to $5,000.00

$5,001.00 and up

A formal letter directed to the mayor and
board of aldermen requesting funds and
detailing the anticipated uses of the funds.
A formal letter directed to the mayor and
board of aldermen requesting funds and
detailing the anticipated uses of the funds;
a current budget; and compiled financial
statements for the entity's prior fiscal year.
A formal letter directed to the mayor and
board of aldermen requesting funds and
detailing the anticipated uses of the funds;
a current budget; compiled financial
statements for the entity's prior fiscal year;
and complete audited financial statements
at the end of each fiscal year during which
funds are received from the city, at the
receiving entity's expense, no later than 90
days after the entity's fiscal year ends; and
a copy of the most current Federal Internal
Revenue Code Exemption application
under section 501(c)(3), if mandated by
U.S. Statute;

Other documents, verification and information may be required by the mayor, the city clerk or
his or her designee.
(3)

Administrative review. After May 1, as the municipal budget process for the
upcoming fiscal year continues, the city administration shall review the
applications and documents for compliance with this division and the law, inform
the applicants in writing of any deficiencies thereof, and receive supplementary
statements and documents. All applicants for amounts in excess of $500.00 shall
be required to timely appear before a designated officer of the city to submit to
oral examination unless waived. Such other applicants as the city may require
shall also appear before such designated officer for complete evaluation of the
application. Failure to complete the application, provide accompanying
documents, supplement the application as directed, or to timely appear, as
required, shall cause the application to be denied.

(4)

Administrative recommendation. The administration may make recommendations
concerning any request for subsidies, contributions and advertising to be
submitted to the mayor and board of aldermen based on consideration of type
service provided, the public need and benefit, availability of similar government
or private services, continued viability of the organization, administrative
overhead expenses of applicant and municipal budgetary limitations.

(Code 1969, § 2-128)

Sec. 2-364. Payments.
All subsidies, contributions or advertising approved and budgeted in this division in
excess of $5,000.00 shall normally be paid in 12 equal monthly installments, unless the city's
budgetary constraints require otherwise. A contribution or subsidy if so recommended may be in
the form of a purchase for a particular event, celebration, festival, competition or other activity to
be conducted by the applicant, or a contribution of equipment or property use with appropriate
insurance coverage thereon provided by applicant, in which such cases a contract shall be
executed between the city and the applicant for that purpose and payment and use made
according to the terms of the contract. All applicants receiving funds shall contract with the city
to use funds in the manner approved, and to consent to all requirements, prohibitions and
limitations of this division.
(Code 1969, § 2-129)
Sec. 2-365. Review.
(a)

The applicant approved for subsidy, contribution or advertising may be subject to
periodic review by the city, such review consisting of monthly financial
statements from the applicant and reports of salary increases, relocation of
offices, lawsuits pending, and criminal or financial investigations of its salaried
officers and personnel.

(b)

If during post-grant review, or as the result of any investigation by the city or
official report of any other governmental investigation, the city determines it is in
its best interest that approval of funds should be rescinded, legal action, when
deemed by the board to be appropriate, may be initiated to recover any funds
previously paid to the applicants and all funds appropriated, but not paid, shall be
frozen by the city clerk until further official order. All applicants receiving
subsidies, contributions or advertising from the city and subject to this provision
shall pay all reasonable attorney's fees incurred by the city in connection with the
collection or recovery of funds paid, including reasonable court costs.

(Code 1969, § 2-130)

Chapters 3—5 RESERVED
Chapter 6 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ix[1]
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 6-1—6-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 6-1—6-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. OPEN CONTAINERS
Sec. 6-26.

Definitions.

Sec. 6-27.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 6-28.

Congregation for consumption.

Sec. 6-29.
Possession or consumption on streets and sidewalks; prohibited generally;
exceptions; permits; liability requirements; bonds.
Sec. 6-30.

Types of containers.

Secs. 6-31—6-60.

Reserved.

Sec. 6-26. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Alcoholic beverages means and includes any alcoholic liquid capable of being
consumed as a beverage by a human being, including alcoholic beverages as defined and
covered in MCA 1972, §§ 67-1-5 and 67-3-5.
Open container means and includes any opened can, bottle, carton, cup or other
receptacle or vessel containing an alcoholic beverage and from which alcohol is immediately
capable of being consumed or which the seal or top placed by the manufacturer has been
broken. In addition, such term also includes any such container without lids or seals, or with lids
or seals but with straws protruding therefrom, or with only partial lids or seals.
Street means and includes any public street, avenue, boulevard, roadway, highway,
alley, sidewalk, parking lot, or other right-of-way located within the city, and shall include the
entire width between the boundary lines of every way or place of whatever nature publicly
maintained and open to the use of the public for the purpose of vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
Street shall also further include, for the purposes of this article all city parks, playgrounds and
other city recreation areas including, but not limited to, Memorial Park on Main Street and the
Spanish Promenade Grounds on Broadway Street.
(Ord. No. 1994-3, § 1, 4-26-94)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 6-27. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person convicted of violating any provision of this article shall, upon conviction, be
punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or by imprisonment not to exceed six months, or by
both such fine and imprisonment.
(Ord. No. 1994-3, § 5, 4-26-94)
Sec. 6-28. Congregation for consumption.
(a)

Outside unlicensed premises. It shall be unlawful for anyone to remain on the
premises of any commercial establishment outside of an enclosed building or
structure, not licensed for on-premises consumption, or any other portion thereof
or street right-of-way adjacent thereto while such person is consuming an
alcoholic beverage, or in possession of an open container of an alcoholic
beverage.

(b)

Inside or outside licensed premises. If an establishment is properly permitted and
licensed for the sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages on the premises,
then it will not be a violation of this article for customers to consume alcoholic
beverages while on the premises, whether indoors or outdoors, as long as they
remain on the establishment's property.

(Ord. No. 1994-3, § 2, 4-26-94)
Sec. 6-29. Possession or consumption on streets and sidewalks; prohibited generally;
exceptions; permits; liability requirements; bonds.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for one person or several people to possess open containers
of alcoholic beverages or to consume such alcoholic beverages on any public
street or sidewalk unless it is during a city-sponsored event or such other event
that has been sponsored with the permission of the city, e.g. the Great
Mississippi River Balloon Race. Permission of the city shall be obtained in writing
from the chief of police on forms provided by such office. However, any party
aggrieved with the decision of the chief of police may appeal to the mayor and
board of aldermen within ten days of the denial.

(b)

However, the restrictions set forth in subsection (a) of this section shall not be
applicable to those specific locations within the city-owned recreational area
commonly known as Duncan Park, which district is set forth and depicted on tax
maps 45-107, 45-108 and 45-109 of the city and county tax maps by Conley,
Kight and Eckford, 1985. Such exempted locations are as follows:
(1)

Duncan Park Golf Course and Golf Pro Shop grounds; and

(2)

The Duncan Park Tennis Shop and Tennis court area.

The restrictions set forth in subsection (a) of this section shall be applicable to all other areas in
Duncan Park including, but not limited to, all youth league baseball fields, tennis courts, the
swimming pool, picnic area and playground.
(c)

Request for permits will be submitted on prescribed application forms to the chief
of police 30 days prior to the scheduled event date. Sponsors will be required to
have event liability insurance coverage or some other bond or surety in an
amount acceptable to the city attorney.

(d)

The event exception to this section will expire 30 minutes after the conclusion of
the event. Separate activities of each permitted event will be specified in the
application, and the exception will expire 30 minutes after the conclusion of the
stated activity.

(e)

The event exception applies to event premises or an event activity, or if the event
is a parade, the exception applies to nondriving participants, the parade route
and area encompassed by the route.

(f)

However, nothing in this section shall prohibit the establishment of sidewalk
cafes or service in commercially zoned areas in the city if the owner of such
establishment has first obtained from the city a permit to operate as a sidewalk
cafe, has paid the appropriate fee of $100.00, and has on file with the city a bond
in an amount of not less than $25,000.00 to hold harmless and indemnify the city
with regard to any liability which may be incurred on the sidewalk premises, and
further, to post a $500.00 bond to insure compliance with any and all regulations

enacted or to be enacted by the city with regard to the establishment and
operation of such premises as a sidewalk cafe including, but not limited to, the
antilitter ordinance of the city. Such exception is allowed only with food orders
and during business hours.
(Ord. No. 1994-3, § 3, 4-26-94)
Sec. 6-30. Types of containers.
(a)

Notwithstanding anything in this article to the contrary, open containers as
described in this article, which are, by this article, made lawful in certain zones or
areas, or at certain permitted functions or city-sponsored events shall be of a
nonglass or nonmetallic composition only.

(b)

The restrictions in this section shall not be applicable to those areas in Duncan
Park as set forth in section 6-29(b)(1) and section 6-29(b)(2).

(Ord. No. 1994-3, § 4, 4-26-94)
Secs. 6-31—6-60. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. LIGHT ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Sec. 6-61.

Definitions.

Sec. 6-62.

Interpretation and construction of article; purpose.

Sec. 6-63.

Powers and duties of chief of police to administer and enforce article.

Sec. 6-64.

Sale near school grounds; exceptions.

Sec. 6-65.

On-premises consumption.

Sec. 6-66.

Off-premises consumption.

Sec. 6-67.

Inspections.

Sec. 6-68.

Article declared cumulative.

Sec. 6-69.

Penalties.

Sec. 6-61. Definitions.
For the purposes of this article, the following words or phrases, wherever they appear,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to
them.
Banquet hall means a building or part thereof used from time to time on a rental basis for
the gathering together of groups of persons for specific functions, including the consumption of
food and drink, such as wedding receptions, class reunions, conventions and similar functions.
Full kitchen facilities shall be provided on the premises.
Club means an association of persons, nonprofit in nature, whether incorporated or not,
united by some common interest, meeting periodically for the conduct of business or
conviviality. It must be the owner, lessee or occupant of an establishment operated solely for the

object of a national, social, patriotic, fraternal, athletic nature or the like. The club shall hold
regular meetings, conduct and carry on its business through officers regularly elected, admit
members by written application, investigation and ballot, and charge and collect dues from
elected members.
Convenience store means a small retail business establishment that is designed and
stocked to sell gasoline and other petroleum products, food, beverages, including light alcoholic
beverages or other household supplies to customers who purchase only relatively few items in
contrast to a supermarket.
Corporation means a corporation or joint stock association organized under the laws of
this state, or any other state, the United States of America or any territory or foreign country, or
dependency.
Establishment means any premises whereon a retail business is conducted.
Light alcoholic beverage means and includes any light wine, beer and other alcoholic
liquid capable of being consumed as a beverage as defined in and governed by MCA 1972, §
67-3-1 et seq.
Meal means a diversified selection of food, some of which is not susceptible of being
consumed in the absence of at least some article of tableware and which cannot be
conveniently consumed while one is standing or walking about.
Premises means land, together with all buildings, improvements and personal property
located thereon.
Restaurant means an establishment duly licensed by the city and the state as a
restaurant, where food and drink is prepared, served and consumed primarily within the
principal building. No business shall qualify as a restaurant under this article unless 50 percent
or more of the revenue derived from such business or establishment shall be from the
preparation, cooking and serving of meals and not from the sale of light alcoholic beverages.
School grounds means the premises on which there is located a building, structure,
playground, athletic field or other facilities in, on or at which there is conducted any public,
private or parochial educational program or other related activity, and which program is in
session and offers classroom instruction each school year for at least 180 school days, or as
otherwise prescribed by the state department of education for accreditation of such institution.
This shall also include the premises of any public, private or parochial elementary or secondary
schools accredited by the department of education and any junior, senior or community college
duly accredited by the board of trustees of institutions of higher learning, state board of
community and junior colleges or other duly authorized agency of the state.
Service station means a business establishment designed to have as its primary
business the sale of gasoline and other petroleum products and has service bays or areas
contained in one structure for the service, maintenance or washing of automobiles. Snacks and
beverages may be sold including light alcoholic beverages.
Session means that particular time of the calendar year in which duly accredited
elementary and secondary schools, as well as junior, senior or community colleges are engaged
in educational or related school activities. This includes the activities of all public, private and
parochial schools or institutions between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday of each week.

Single sale means the sale of a single can, bottle or other container of a light alcoholic
beverage on a retail basis by a business, establishment or person as defined in this article.
Phrased otherwise, the sale of a single container or containers of a light alcoholic beverage on a
basis in quantity of less than a six pack.
Supermarket means a building or part of a building containing at least 3,000 square feet
of floor area wherein food and other household items are kept for sale at retail to the general
public and which operates on a self-service basis.
Tavern means a building or part thereof where, in consideration of payment therefor,
light alcoholic beverages are served for consumption on the premises. This shall include such
facilities as nightclubs, saloons, bars, juke joints, sweet shops and other similar and/or related
uses.
(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 2, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 2, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 2, 2-25-97)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 6-62. Interpretation and construction of article; purpose.
(a)

This article shall be deemed an exercise of the police power of the city for the
protection of the public welfare, health, peace and morals of the people of the
city. All of the provisions of this article shall be liberally construed for the
accomplishment of this purpose.

(b)

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this article, the purpose of this article
is to regulate sale and consumption of light alcoholic beverages which takes
place within the city, as specifically provided in this article, and every section and
provision of this article shall be construed accordingly.

(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 3, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 3, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 3, 2-25-97)
Sec. 6-63. Powers and duties of chief of police to administer and enforce article.
The chief of police shall administer and enforce the regulations imposed by this article,
and shall have the power and authority through himself or herself or a designee, including any
police officer of the city, to enter upon the premises of any person or corporation regulated
under this article to enforce compliance with the restrictions and regulations set forth in this
article.
(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 4, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 4, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 4, 2-25-97)
Sec. 6-64. Sale near school grounds; exceptions.
(a)

Except as otherwise provided in this article, the sale of light alcoholic beverages
as a single sale, whether by can, bottle or other container, of any quantity, by any
person authorized to sell light alcoholic beverages shall be strictly prohibited if
the premises on which the business establishment is located and situated is a
distance of less than 200 feet from real property on which there is located a
school grounds.

(b)

The minimum distance set forth in this section shall be measured from the
nearest point of the premises of the school grounds to the nearest point of the
building wherein in the light alcoholic beverage is to be sold.

(c)

This prohibition shall specifically include, but not be limited to, any business
establishment classified as a tavern, service station, convenience store or
supermarket as defined in this article. The prohibition as set forth in this section
shall only be applicable between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday
through Friday of each week when such school is in session.

(d)

This prohibition, however, shall not be applicable as to any business classified as
a restaurant, club, banquet hall or establishment on the National Register of
Historic Places.

(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 5, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 5, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 5, 2-25-97)
Sec. 6-65. On-premises consumption.
Sales by persons for on-premises consumption of light alcoholic beverages shall only be
allowed to businesses located in the following use districts as defined by the city zoning
ordinance:
(1)

B-1 neighborhood business district.*

(2)

B-2 general business district.

(3)

B-3 central business district.

(4)

I-1 industrial district.

(5)

W-D waterfront development district.

*Must be located in restaurant as defined in this article.
It shall be unlawful, however, for any person to consume light alcoholic beverages on the
premises of any service station, convenience store or supermarket at any time in the city.
(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 6, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 6, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 6, 2-25-97)
Sec. 6-66. Off-premises consumption.
Sale by persons of light alcoholic beverages for off-premises consumption may only be
allowed by businesses located in the following use districts as defined by the city zoning
ordinance:
(1)

B-1 neighborhood business district.

(2)

B-2 general business district.

(3)

B-3 central business district.

(4)

O-L open land.

Notwithstanding the allowance of such sales by businesses within the aforesaid districts, the
requirements of all other city ordinances must be met, including the distance, time and school
restrictions as set forth in section 6-64, as well as the prohibition against any on-premises
consumption at service stations, convenience stores or supermarkets as set forth in section
6-65.
(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 7, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 7, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 7, 2-25-97)

Sec. 6-67. Inspections.
It shall be unlawful for any person selling light alcoholic beverages to refuse any
authorized employee of the city the right to completely inspect the entire licensed premises at
any time during which the premises are open for the transaction of business.
(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 8, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 8, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 8, 2-25-97)
Sec. 6-68. Article declared cumulative.
This article is declared to be cumulative and supplemental to any and all acts and laws
of the state pertaining to the governing of the sale and distribution of light alcoholic beverages
and is in the interest of promoting the public health, morals and safety of the citizens of the city.
(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 9, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 9, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 9, 2-25-97)
Sec. 6-69. Penalties.
(a)

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not to exceed
$100.00. Each day's continuance of a violation shall be considered a separate
offense and punishable as such. The owner of any building or premises, or part
thereof, where anything in violation of this article shall take place or shall exist,
and any person who may have knowingly assisted in the commission of any such
violation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and likewise shall be punished as
provided by this article.

(b)

In addition to any other penalties provided in this section or by other applicable
ordinances, state or federal law, any person convicted of violation of any of the
provisions set forth in MCA 1972, § 67-3-53 shall automatically have revoked any
special use permit issued under related ordinances of the city.

(Ord. No. 1996-10, § 10, 9-10-96; Ord. No. 1997-1, § 10, 2-11-97; Ord. No. 1997-2, § 10,
2-25-97)

Chapters 7—9 RESERVED
Chapter 10 ANIMALS x[1]
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 10-1.

Definitions.

Sec. 10-2.

Livestock running at large.

Sec. 10-3.

Fowl running at large.

Sec. 10-4.

Dangerous, vicious, mischievous dogs and other animals at large.

Sec. 10-5.

Destruction of dangerous, vicious dogs and animals.

Sec. 10-6.

Keeping of swine.

Sec. 10-7.

Depriving of shelter.

Sec. 10-8.

Removal and disposal of dead animals.

Sec. 10-9.

Report of rabid animals.

Sec. 10-10.

Payment of pound fees.

Sec. 10-11. Office of animal control officer created; appointment; enforcement of chapter;
department; compensation.
Secs. 10-12—10-35.

Reserved.

Sec. 10-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Cat means a male or female member of the feline species of animals.
Dog means a male or female member of the canine species of animals.
Notice means oral notification by telephone or written notice left at the usual place of
abode by the animal control officer or by the city police department setting forth that the owner's
dog or cat has been taken up and setting forth therein a brief description of the dog or cat and
the name of the owner, if known.
Owner means not only the actual owner of a dog, but the person having the control and
custody of the dog. If the dog is owned by a minor, the word "owner" shall mean either the
parents or guardian or person having the custody and control of such minor.
(Code 1969, § 5-35)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 10-2. Livestock running at large.
It shall be unlawful for any person or owner of cattle, horses, mules or other livestock of
any description to permit such livestock to run at large within the corporate limits of the city.
(Code 1969, § 5-1)
Authority of city to prevent animals from running at large, § 27(20).
Authority of city to regulate the running at large of animals, MCA 1972, § 21-19-9.
Sec. 10-3. Fowl running at large.
It shall be unlawful for any owner of chickens and other fowl to permit such chickens and
other fowl to run at large upon the streets and other public places of the city.
(Code 1969, § 5-2)
Sec. 10-4. Dangerous, vicious, mischievous dogs and other animals at large.
(a)

No dog or other animal of dangerous, vicious, fierce or mischievous propensities
or tendencies may be at large at any time within the limits of the city. It shall be

unlawful for the owner or other person having any such dog or other animal in his
or her possession or under his or her control, or in any manner keeping or
harboring any such dog or other animal within the limits of the city, to cause or
permit any such dog or other animal to be at large in the city.
(b)

If any dog or other animal bites or attempts to bite any person while such dog or
other animal is at large, then such dog or other animal shall be conclusively
presumed to be a dangerous dog or other animal and a dog or other animal of
dangerous propensities and tendencies.

(c)

If any dog or other animal attacks or attempts to attack any other dog or other
animal while such dog or other animal is at large, or chases or otherwise
attempts to catch a person, then such dog or other animal shall be conclusively
presumed to be a vicious dog or other animal and to have vicious propensities
and tendencies.

(d)

If any dog or other animal at large overturns a securely covered garbage
container, or removes any garbage from any such securely covered container,
then such dog or other animal shall be conclusively presumed to be a
mischievous dog or other animal and a dog or other animal of mischievous
propensities and tendencies.

(e)

Whenever any vicious dog or one that has previously bitten any person is kept
upon any premises, it shall be the duty of the keeper and of the owner of the dog
to post a notice conspicuous to the public at each entrance to such premises
reading in large letters, "BAD DOG HERE."

(Code 1969, § 5-3)
Sec. 10-5. Destruction of dangerous, vicious dogs and animals.
Any dangerous or vicious dog or other animal or dog or other animal having dangerous
or vicious propensities and tendencies found at large after the owner thereof has previous
knowledge or notice that such dog or other animal is dangerous or vicious or has dangerous or
vicious propensities and tendencies may be killed by any animal control officer of the city
without such officer having to catch or impound such dog or other animal.
(Code 1969, § 5-4)
Sec. 10-6. Keeping of swine.
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any hogs, pigs or other swine within the city.
(Code 1969, § 5-5)
Swine, MCA 1972, § 69-11-1 et seq.
Sec. 10-7. Depriving of shelter.
It shall be unlawful for any person to deprive of necessary shelter any animal within the
corporate limits of the city, or cause or procure the same to be done to any living creature.
(Code 1969, § 5-6)
Cruelty to animals generally, MCA 1972, § 97-41-1 et seq.

Sec. 10-8. Removal and disposal of dead animals.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to place and/or leave any carcass of any dead
animal or fowl of any kind in any street, alley or sewer or ditch of the city or upon
any public or private premises or land within the city.

(b)

Dead animals weighing less than 100 pounds shall be removed and disposed of
at a permitted landfill.

(c)

The city shall not remove dead animals of any size from places of business
which treat, handle, butcher or dispose of animals.

(d)

In no event shall a dead animal be allowed to remain undisposed of for a period
of time longer than 12 hours.

(Code 1969, § 5-7)
Burial of livestock or fowl that die from disease, MCA 1972, § 97-27-3; sale of flesh of
diseased, unclean, etc., animals, MCA 1972, §§ 97-27-15, 97-27-19.
Sec. 10-9. Report of rabid animals.
It shall be the duty of the owner or harborer of any animal and all practicing veterinarians
to report to the county health officer all cases of rabies with which he or she comes in contact or
to which his or her attention has been directed. This report shall be made immediately upon
diagnosis or suspicion of such cases of rabies.
(Code 1969, § 5-8)
Sec. 10-10. Payment of pound fees.
Every owner of any animal, including dogs, impounded, whether by the city or voluntarily
by the owner, shall be liable for all costs and fees incurred by such impoundment.
(Code 1969, § 5-10)
Dogs running at large, MCA 1972, § 41-53-11.
Sec. 10-11. Office of animal control officer created; appointment; enforcement of
chapter; department; compensation.
(a)

There is hereby created within the department of public works of the city the
office and position of animal control officer.

(b)

Such office shall be filled by appointment by the mayor and board of aldermen,
and each of the persons filling such offices shall serve at the will and pleasure of
the mayor and board of aldermen.

(c)

The animal control officer shall enforce this chapter, as amended from time to
time, reference to which is made for all purposes. The animal control officer shall
have the power to enforce all city ordinances and state laws regulating animals
as provided in this chapter and shall have the power to issue notices and legal
citations returnable to the municipal court of the city and to pursue and file
criminal affidavits for the violation of such ordinances or laws. The form of notices
and citations shall be approved by the judge of the municipal court.

(Code 1969, § 5-11)
Secs. 10-12—10-35. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. BIRD SANCTUARY xi[2]
Sec. 10-36.

Designation.

Sec. 10-37.

Prohibited acts.

Sec. 10-38.

Certain birds may constitute nuisance.

Sec. 10-39.

Abatement of nuisance; destruction of birds.

Secs. 10-40—10-60.

Reserved.

Sec. 10-36. Designation.
The entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the city is hereby designated as
a bird sanctuary.
(Code 1969, § 5-21)
Sec. 10-37. Prohibited acts.
It shall be unlawful for any person to trap, hunt, shoot or attempt to shoot, or to molest in
any manner any bird or to rob any bird's nest within the city.
(Code 1969, § 5-22)
Sec. 10-38. Certain birds may constitute nuisance.
If any English sparrows, hawks, jay birds, crows or crow blackbirds are found to be
congregating in numbers in a particular locality within the city, the mayor and board of aldermen,
after an investigation thereof and a hearing thereon, may determine such congregation to be a
menace to health or property and a nuisance.
(Code 1969, § 5-23)
Sec. 10-39. Abatement of nuisance; destruction of birds.
If the mayor and board of aldermen shall ascertain and determine that the congregation
of any English sparrows, hawks, jay birds, crows or crow blackbirds in a particular locality within
the city shall constitute a menace to health or property and a nuisance, they shall proceed to
abate the nuisance. If no satisfactory method of abatement can be found, such birds may be
destroyed.
(Code 1969, § 5-24)
Secs. 10-40—10-60. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. DOGS AND CATS

xii[3]

Sec. 10-61.

Compliance with chapter prerequisite to keeping.

Sec. 10-62.

Prima facie evidence of ownership.

Sec. 10-63.

Altering or removal of tags.

Sec. 10-64. Dogs running at large; impoundment; fee for redemption; disposal of unclaimed
dogs.
Sec. 10-65.

Keeping dogs for breeding purposes.

Secs. 10-66—10-85.

Reserved.

Sec. 10-61. Compliance with chapter prerequisite to keeping.
No dogs or cats shall be permitted to be and remain within the corporate limits of the city
unless the owner thereof shall have complied with all of the provisions of this chapter.
(Code 1969, § 5-38)
Sec. 10-62. Prima facie evidence of ownership.
The custody, care and control of a dog or cat within the corporate limits of the city by a
person shall be prima facie evidence that such person is the owner of such dog, or cat. The
general reputation in the neighborhood that a certain person is the owner of a dog or cat shall
be prima facie evidence that such person is the owner of the dog or cat.
(Code 1969, § 5-79)
Sec. 10-63. Altering or removal of tags.
It shall be unlawful for any person other than the owner to alter or remove any tags
placed upon any dog as provided for by this chapter or by law.
(Code 1969, § 5-80(c))
Sec. 10-64. Dogs running at large; impoundment; fee for redemption; disposal of
unclaimed dogs.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit the dog to run at large in
the city. It shall be the duty of the animal control officer to pick up any dog found
running at large in the city, and to impound the same in an enclosure kept for that
purpose to be provided and maintained by the city. Such dog shall be kept by the
impounder for at least seven days unless claimed sooner by the owner. Within
seven days the rightful owner of any dog held by the impounder may, provided
the dog has been vaccinated and tagged as required in this chapter or by law,
obtain the dog upon payment of a pound fee in the amount of $25.00, and, in
addition thereto, the payment of the sum of $5.00 per day, or a fraction thereof,
for the time the dog remained impounded. If the dog does not bear evidence of
having been vaccinated, the impounder shall report the same to the sheriff of
Adams County, giving a description of the dog. If an unvaccinated dog is

impounded, it shall be disposed of pursuant to MCA 1972, § 41-53-11, and
charges shall be preferred against the owner thereof for failing to comply with the
provisions of state law requiring rabies vaccinations.
(b)

If a vaccinated dog is not claimed within the seven-day period, the dog shall be
given to any person willing to pay the pound fee of $25.00 and the payment of
the sum of $5.00 per day, or a fraction thereof, for the time the dog remained
impounded; the dog shall be humanely put to death by the impounder; or shall be
delivered to the state board of health for experimental purposes, as provided by
state law.

(Code 1969, § 5-81; Ord. No. 2002-4, § 1, 8-27-02)
Sec. 10-65. Keeping dogs for breeding purposes.
It shall be unlawful for any person, owners of dogs or otherwise, to keep and maintain
the same for breeding purposes within the area of the city in violation of the zoning ordinance of
the city.
(Code 1969, § 5-86)
Secs. 10-66—10-85. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. IMPOUNDMENT

xiii[4]

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 10-86.

Exception to article provisions.

Sec. 10-87.

Authorized.

Sec. 10-88.

Running at large.

Sec. 10-89.

Sale of unredeemed animals.

Sec. 10-90.

Disposition of proceeds.

Sec. 10-91.

Owner may recover proceeds of sale less expenses.

Sec. 10-92.

Record of impounded animals to be kept; information to be shown.

Sec. 10-93.

Breaking into animal shelter.

Secs. 10-94—10-105.

Reserved.

Sec. 10-86. Exception to article provisions.
Except as provided in division 2 of this article, the provisions of this article shall not apply
to dogs, cats or other common household pets.
(Code 1969, § 5-57)
Sec. 10-87. Authorized.

Any animal found within the city in violation of the provisions of this chapter shall be
impounded by the animal control officer.
(Code 1969, § 5-58)
Sec. 10-88. Running at large.
Any hog, cow, bull, sheep, goat, horse, mule or other animal running at large shall be
impounded, as set forth in section 10-64. The owner thereof may obtain such animal from the
impounder of the city upon the payment of the sum of $25.00, plus $10.00 per day for each day
that such animal has remained impounded, plus the cost of capture and transportation.
(Code 1969, § 5-58.5; Ord. No. 2002-3, § 1, 8-27-02)
Stock laws, estrays, MCA 1972, § 69-13-1 et seq.
Sec. 10-89. Sale of unredeemed animals.
Within three working days after any animal is impounded under the provisions of this
article, if the animal remains unredeemed and the charges for holding, as well as any charges
for capturing and transportation are not paid, the animal control officer shall, after advertising
the unredeemed animal three times in a newspaper having general circulation in the city, or by
public notices posted in three or more public places, proceed to sell at public sale to the highest
bidder, for cash, any such animal.
(Code 1969, § 5-59)
Sec. 10-90. Disposition of proceeds.
The animal control officer shall pay over to the city clerk all monies received under the
provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 5-60)
Sec. 10-91. Owner may recover proceeds of sale less expenses.
Any person whose animal may have been sold under the provisions of this article shall,
by making proper proof of ownership, be repaid the proceeds arising from the sale thereof, after
deducting the expenses of advertising, feeding, selling and impounding, by petition to the animal
control officer.
(Code 1969, § 5-61)
Sec. 10-92. Record of impounded animals to be kept; information to be shown.
The animal control officer shall keep a book in which the date on which any animal
impounded under the provisions of this article shall be entered, registering the animal, with a
description specifying its kind, color, stature, marks or brands, by which it may be identified, and
if it is a horse or mule, its estimated age.
(Code 1969, § 5-62)
Sec. 10-93. Breaking into animal shelter.

It shall be unlawful for any person to break into the duly designated animal shelter, or
secure any animal or dog while impounded or while being conveyed to or from the shelter.
(Code 1969, § 5-63)
Secs. 10-94—10-105. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. DOGS AND CATS
Sec. 10-106.

Authorization to impound.

Sec. 10-107.

Redemption.

Sec. 10-108.

Fees.

Sec. 10-109.

Disposition of unredeemed dogs and cats.

Sec. 10-110.

Inoculation of redeemed dogs and cats.

Secs. 10-111—10-130.

Reserved.

Sec. 10-106. Authorization to impound.
Any dog or cat found within the city in violation of any applicable provision of this chapter
shall be taken up and impounded.
(Code 1969, § 5-70)
Sec. 10-107. Redemption.
The owner of any dog or cat impounded under the provisions of this division may
redeem the same at any time within the time specified in section 10-89 from the impoundment
thereof and by paying all fees which may have accrued therefor.
(Code 1969, § 5-71)
Sec. 10-108. Fees.
Fees for the impoundment of dogs or cats under the provisions of this division and for
the care and feeding of such dogs or cats during such impoundment shall be as set forth in
section 10-88.
(Code 1969, § 5-72)
Sec. 10-109. Disposition of unredeemed dogs and cats.
Any dog or cat impounded under the provisions of this division which is not redeemed by
the owner thereof within the time provided may be sold, given away or humanely destroyed.
(Code 1969, § 5-73)
Sec. 10-110. Inoculation of redeemed dogs and cats.

Every dog or cat redeemed under the provisions of this division which has not been
inoculated shall be immediately inoculated as required by this chapter.
(Code 1969, § 5-74)
Secs. 10-111—10-130. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS
Sec. 10-131.

Capture of animals running at large.

Sec. 10-132.

Impoundment of animal which attacks person.

Sec. 10-133.
Animals to be kept in sanitary enclosures; creation of disturbance; owners
responsible for removal of waste.
Sec. 10-134.

Interference with animal control officer.

Sec. 10-131. Capture of animals running at large.
Animals running at large may be taken by officers of the city and placed in the dog
pound at any place in the city where they are not on leash or under immediate control of some
person, and may be pursued and captured on any public or private property within the city limits.
(Code 1969, § 5-83)
Sec. 10-132. Impoundment of animal which attacks person.
(a)

In case of an attack by an animal resulting in injury to any person, such animal
shall be impounded by the impounder for observation for a period of 14 days, or
the owner thereof may, upon notification to the impounder, have such animal
impounded for 14 days with a private veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary
medicine within the state. If at the end of such period of time, or any time prior
thereto, it is determined that such animal has rabies, such animal shall be
immediately destroyed.

(b)

Any animal desired for observation by the animal control officer shall be delivered
to such officer upon demand and shall not be withheld, hidden or harbored. Upon
refusal of any person to so deliver such animal, the animal control officer or any
officer of the police department shall cause a warrant to be issued for the arrest
of such person, which warrant shall also provide for the surrender of the animal
and shall be lawful authority for the apprehending and forcible taking of such
animal.

(Code 1969, § 5-84)
Sec. 10-133. Animals to be kept in sanitary enclosures; creation of disturbance; owners
responsible for removal of waste.
(a)

The owners or harborers of all dogs, cats or any other animals within the city are
required to keep the animals within suitable enclosures and are further required
to keep the enclosures sanitary and clean so as to prevent disagreeable odors

arising therefrom, or the presence or breeding of flies, mosquitoes and other
pests. It shall be unlawful for the owner or harborer of any dogs, cats or any other
animals to permit the animals to create a disturbance in the neighborhood or to
destroy property in the neighborhood or annoy any person or family, or to
otherwise become a nuisance in any manner, particularly by reasons of noises,
odors, filthy conditions, destruction of property, tearing of garbage bags,
scattering of refuse or the breeding of flies, mosquitoes and other pests.
Courtesy tickets, warnings or other notice followed by subsequent written
citations by the animal control officer shall create a rebuttable presumption as to
the violation of this subsection.
(b)

Further, the owners or harborers of all dogs, cats or any other animals within the
city are required to remove any feces deposited by such owner's animal on public
or private property. Feces deposited by an animal upon public property or upon
the private property of any person other than such animal's owner shall be
collected and removed at once by such animal's owner. Animal feces deposited
upon any other property shall be collected and removed daily. Collection and
removal of animal feces shall be in a container of such a type that, when closed,
is ratproof and flytight. Such container shall be kept closed after each collection.
At least once a week, each such animal owner shall cause all feces so collected
to be disposed of in such a way as not to permit fly breeding.

(Code 1969, § 5-85; Ord. No. 1996-11, § 1, 11-26-96)
Sec. 10-134. Interference with animal control officer.
It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with the animal control officer while in the
performance of his or her duties.
(Code 1969, § 5-87)

Chapters 11—13 RESERVED
Chapter 14 AVIATION

xiv[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 14-1—14-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 14-1—14-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. NATCHEZ-ADAMS COUNTY AIRPORT
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 14-26.
Ownership; apportionment of expenses; costs of acquisition; enlargement;
improvement.
Sec. 14-27.

Amendment; termination of joint action.

Secs. 14-28—14-40.

Reserved.

Sec. 14-26. Ownership; apportionment of expenses; costs of acquisition; enlargement;
improvement.
The county and the city shall each own in common with the other an undivided one-half
interest in and to all of the real, personal or mixed property known as the Natchez-Adams
County Airport, which airport is situated near Selma in Adams County, Mississippi. All property
to be acquired in the future shall be equally owned by the county and the city. The proportion of
the expenses of maintenance, operation, regulation and protection of the airport shall be equally
borne by the county and the city, and also each of them shall equally bear any costs of
acquisition, establishment, construction, enlargement, improvement and equipment of the
airport. However, any monies derived from any other governmental agency shall apply to the
expense thereof.
(Code 1969, § 3½-5)
Sec. 14-27. Amendment; termination of joint action.
(a)

This joint order and ordinance shall be amendable only upon adoption by each of
the joint agencies of a concurrent resolution and ordinance specifically amending
the same.

(b)

Upon the termination of the joint action hereby created, all of the property, both
real, personal and mixed, situated upon, used and owned by the commission
hereby created shall be equally divided between the city and the county, and the
payment of the balance of any indebtedness arising from the joint venture which
remains unpaid shall be assumed 50 percent by each of the joint venturers.

(Code 1969, § 3½-7)
Secs. 14-28—14-40. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. AIRPORT COMMISSION
Sec. 14-41.

Created.

Sec. 14-42.

Members—Appointment.

Sec. 14-43.

Same—Qualifications; terms of office; compensation.

Sec. 14-44.

Term of agreement for formation.

Sec. 14-45.

Rights, privileges and immunities.

Sec. 14-46.

Organization; powers as to airport and other property; duty to submit budget.

Sec. 14-41. Created.
There is hereby created by the county board of supervisors and by the mayor and board
of aldermen a joint airport commission to be known as the Natchez-Adams County Airport
Commission, as anticipated and provided for in MCA 1972, § 61-5-33 et seq.

(Code 1969, § 3½-1)
Sec. 14-42. Members—Appointment.
The airport commission shall be composed of four persons, two of whom shall be
appointed by the county board of supervisors and two to be appointed by the mayor and board
of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 3½-2)
Sec. 14-43. Same—Qualifications; terms of office; compensation.
(a)

Each person appointed as a commissioner shall be an adult resident citizen of
the county and each commissioner shall serve for a term of four years.
Appointments shall be made starting in July of 1972, and quadrennially thereafter
at the July meeting of each, by the county board of supervisors and the city
mayor and board of aldermen.

(b)

The commissioners shall serve without compensation, but they shall be entitled
to reimbursement for actual expenses incurred by them in the discharge of their
duties as commissioners.

(Code 1969, § 3½-3)
Sec. 14-44. Term of agreement for formation.
The agreement for the formation of this airport commission shall be for a duration of 20
years, subject to the termination by the joint action of the county board of supervisors and the
mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 3½-4)
Sec. 14-45. Rights, privileges and immunities.
The airport commission shall be entitled to all rights and privileges as set forth in MCA
1972, § 61-5-15, and may enter into contracts and agreements and may do any and all other
things necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter and may do any and all other things
conferred on such commissions pursuant to MCA 1972, § 61-5-1 et seq. The airport
commission shall be entitled to all rights and shall enjoy all immunities as provided by law.
(Code 1969, § 3½-6)
Sec. 14-46. Organization; powers as to airport and other property; duty to submit
budget.
(a)

The airport commission shall be organized within 15 days after the appointment
of the four commissioners, and the commission shall select a chairperson and a
vice-chairperson. The airport commission shall name a secretary-treasurer, but
the secretary-treasurer need not be a member of the commission.

(b)

The commission shall submit its budget to the county board of supervisors and
mayor and board of aldermen pursuant to MCA 1972, §§ 61-5-39 and 61-5-41.

(Code 1969, § 3½-8)

Chapters 15—17 RESERVED
Chapter 18 BUSINESSES

xv[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 18-1—18-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 18-1—18-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. LICENSING

xvi[2]

Sec. 18-26.

Adoption of state privilege tax code.

Sec. 18-27.

Adoption of state vending and amusement machine tax code.

Sec. 18-28.

Failure to pay privilege taxes violation of chapter.

Sec. 18-29.

Collection and payment of privilege taxes.

Sec. 18-30.

Privilege licenses—Granted subject to application of other provisions.

Sec. 18-31.

Same—Issuance.

Sec. 18-32.

Same—Renewal.

Sec. 18-33.

Lawful business not created by privilege license or payment of tax.

Sec. 18-34.

Duty of licensee to furnish information upon request.

Sec. 18-35.

Effect of change in nature of business on privilege tax and license.

Sec. 18-36.

Wholesale tobacco dealers and distributors.

Sec. 18-37.

Transient merchants.

Secs. 18-38—18-60.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-26. Adoption of state privilege tax code.
The city adopts MCA 1972, §§ 27-17-1—27-17-521, as the privilege tax code of the city.
(Code 1969, § 16-1)
Sec. 18-27. Adoption of state vending and amusement machine tax code.
The city adopts MCA 1972, §§ 27-27-1—27-27-305, as the vending and amusement
machine tax code of the city.
Sec. 18-28. Failure to pay privilege taxes violation of chapter.
Any person failing to pay the privilege taxes imposed by this chapter, and to obtain a
license as required, but pursuing the business for which a privilege tax is imposed without

procuring such license, may be proceeded against by suit, in addition to being dealt with
criminally. The city clerk may seize and sell any property of such person liable for such tax and
penalty, in the same manner as he or she may distrain and sell property of other taxpayers
delinquent for the payment of ad valorem taxes due on personal property.
(Code 1969, § 16-2)
Penalty for failure to procure license, MCA 1972, § 27-17-467.
Sec. 18-29. Collection and payment of privilege taxes.
The city clerk shall collect, and all persons liable therefor shall pay to the city clerk, all
privilege taxes levied and imposed by the provisions of this chapter before the beginning of the
business for which a privilege tax is required and annually thereafter.
(Code 1969, § 16-4)
Where license obtained, MCA 1972, § 27-17-451; application for license, MCA 1972, §
27-17-453.
Sec. 18-30. Privilege licenses—Granted subject to application of other provisions.
All privilege licenses provided for by this chapter shall be granted subject to all other
applicable provisions of this Code, state laws and city ordinances, rules and regulations.
(Code 1969, § 16-3)
Sec. 18-31. Same—Issuance.
The city clerk shall, upon payment of the privilege tax levied and imposed by this
chapter, issue a privilege license evidencing such payment.
(Code 1969, § 16-5)
Issuance of license, MCA 1972, § 27-17-455.
Sec. 18-32. Same—Renewal.
A license issued under the provisions of this chapter shall be renewed annually upon the
payment of the applicable tax and upon compliance with the applicable terms and provisions of
this Code, state law and city ordinances, rules and regulations.
(Code 1969, § 16-9)
Sec. 18-33. Lawful business not created by privilege license or payment of tax.
The issuance of a privilege license, or the payment of a tax therefor, shall not make
lawful any business, employment, transaction, article or device or the operation thereof, contrary
to any provision of this Code, state law, or city ordinance, rule or regulation.
(Code 1969, § 16-10)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 27-17-473.
Sec. 18-34. Duty of licensee to furnish information upon request.

Any person, when duly and legally directed by the mayor and board of aldermen to
produce and exhibit to the mayor and board of aldermen any information or statement in
connection with the use or sale of any object or thing, subject to regulation by the city, shall
produce or exhibit such information or statement.
(Code 1969, § 16-12)
Sec. 18-35. Effect of change in nature of business on privilege tax and license.
When a privilege license is issued under the provisions of this chapter to carry on a
certain line of business, and after the issuance of the license, the licensee shall so change or
alter his or her business as to bring it under a classification for which a higher license tax is
required, he or she shall, before making such change, deliver his or her license to the city clerk,
together with a written and signed statement as to the nature of such proposed change, and
shall pay to the city clerk the proper additional license tax. The city clerk shall thereupon cancel
the old license and shall issue to the licensee a new and appropriate license.
(Code 1969, § 16-13)
Sec. 18-36. Wholesale tobacco dealers and distributors.
There is hereby levied and imposed an annual privilege tax, license or permit fee of
$50.00 on each distributor or wholesale dealer or person selling, using, consuming, handling or
distributing cigarettes or smoking tobacco, provided that such person shall have a warehouse or
wholesale business located in the city.
(Code 1969, § 16-14)
Authority for above section, MCA 1972, § 27-69-69.
Sec. 18-37. Transient merchants.
(a)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section,
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Transient merchant means any person, not a bona fide resident of the state, who
displays samples, models, goods, wares or merchandise in any hotel or motel room,
roominghouse, store, club, storehouse, house or other indoor place for the purpose of securing
orders for the retail sales of such goods, wares or merchandise, and who does not own such
premises or is not the holder of a formal lease thereon for a term of not less than one month and
for a rental of not less than $300.00.
(b)

License required; fee. No person shall engage in business as a transient
merchant unless he or she shall first have obtained a license to do so from the
city clerk. The fee for a transient merchant's license shall be at the rate of
$250.00 for each 60-day period or a portion thereof.

(c)

Application for license. An applicant for a transient merchant's license shall
provide the following information:
(1)

Address of his or her place of residence;

(2)

The firm he or she represents, together with copies of documents
establishing the firm's state or county, form of organization, ownership,

and qualifications to do business in this state, and the exact relationship
between the firm and the transient merchant;
(3)

A brief description of the nature of the business and the kind of goods or
commodities he or she desires to sell; and

(4)

The hotel, room or other place where the applicant proposes to sell such
merchandise.

(d)

Bond. Before such license is issued by the city clerk, the applicant will be
required to post a surety bond in an amount of $1,000.00 with a surety company
licensed to do business in this state. Such bond shall be approved as to form and
sufficiency by the city attorney before such license is issued. The condition of
such bond shall be that the transient merchant will pay all state and local taxes
applicable to his or her transactions entered into in this city; that he or she will
well and truly perform any and all contracts or sales orders made within the city;
and more particularly, that if the merchant takes orders for merchandise to be
delivered at a future date and accepts payment in part or in full therefor, he or
she will deliver the merchandise in a satisfactory condition within a period of four
months from the date of the contract, a copy of which contract or sales order,
with full particulars, is to be delivered to the purchaser at the time of sale. There
shall be no forfeiture in respect to the four months limitation where there is proof
that nondelivery was due to strikes or other extraordinary events beyond the
control of the merchant. However, in such event, the merchant, upon demand,
shall promptly return in full the purchaser's deposit; and if he or she fails so to do,
the surety will be required to make restitution under the bond.

(e)

Report by hotel keeper. The owner, proprietor or manager of any hotel, motel,
roominghouse, or other place of public accommodation shall report within six
hours after renting to the city clerk the name of any person who has rented a
room or other space for the sale and display of merchandise of a transient
merchant giving the location of the room so rented.

(Code 1969, § 16-15)
Food, § 42-26 et seq.; peddlers and solicitors, ch. 58.
Secs. 18-38—18-60. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. AMUSEMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENTS
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DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 18-61—18-70.

Reserved.

Secs. 18-61—18-70. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS AND THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES
Sec. 18-71.

Definitions.

Sec. 18-72.

Payment of required taxes.

Sec. 18-73.

Permit required.

Sec. 18-74.

Hours and dates of operation.

Sec. 18-75.

Location—Designation.

Sec. 18-76.

Same—Restriction.

Sec. 18-77.

Obscene exhibitions and performances.

Sec. 18-78.

Nightclubs and roadhouses.

Sec. 18-79.

Skating rinks; location restricted.

Secs. 18-80—18-90.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-71. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Obscene means that which, considered as a whole, has as its dominant theme or
purpose an appeal to the prurient interest in sex, that is, a shameful or morbid interest in nudity,
sexual conduct, sexual excitement, excretory functions or products thereof or sadomasochistic
abuse, and which goes substantially beyond customary limits of candor in description or
representation of such matters and which, taken as a whole, does not have serious literary,
artistic, political or scientific value.
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 18-72. Payment of required taxes.
No person shall exhibit, operate or conduct any street fair, circus, tent or houseboat
show, outdoor skating rink, outdoor carnival or any other public exhibition or theatrical
performance whatsoever without having first applied for and paid for all privilege taxes for the
conduct of such business and all privilege taxes for any and all concessions, businesses, rides,
etc., that may be conducted in connection therewith.
(Code 1969, § 16-46)
Sec. 18-73. Permit required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to exhibit, operate or conduct any street fair, circus,
tent or houseboat show, outdoor skating rink, outdoor carnival or any other public exhibition or
theatrical performance whatsoever without having first applied for and obtained a written permit
from the mayor and board of aldermen authorizing the same.
(Code 1969, § 16-47)
Sec. 18-74. Hours and dates of operation.

The hours and dates of operation of any exhibition, operation or business permitted
within the city under the provisions of this division shall be specifically designated in the permit
therefor.
(Code 1969, § 16-48)
Sec. 18-75. Location—Designation.
The permit issued under the provisions of this division shall specifically designate the
place where the permitted exhibition, operation or business is to be located within the city.
(Code 1969, § 16-49)
Sec. 18-76. Same—Restriction.
It shall be unlawful for any person to exhibit, operate or conduct any street fair, circus
tent show, outdoor skating rink or outdoor carnival at any place in the city within 1,000 feet of
any hospital, nursing or convalescent home, church or other place of public worship, or public or
parochial school.
(Code 1969, § 16-50)
Sec. 18-77. Obscene exhibitions and performances.
It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to:
(1)

Produce, promote, prepare, present, manage, direct, carry on or participate in
any obscene exhibitions or performances, including the exhibition or performance
of any obscene motion picture, play, drama, show, entertainment, exposition,
tableau or scene; provided, however, that no employee of any person or legal
entity operating a theatre, garden, building, structure, room or place which
presents such obscene exhibition or performance shall be subject to prosecution
under this section if the employee is not the manager of the theatre or an officer
of such entity, and has no financial interest in such theatre other than receiving
salary and wages; or

(2)

Own, lease or manage any theatre, garden, building, structure, room or place
and lease, let, lend or permit such theatre, garden, building, structure, room or
place to be used for the purpose of presenting such obscene exhibition or
performance or to fail to post prominently therein the name and address of a
person resident in the locality who is the manager of such theatre, garden,
building, structure, room or place.

(Code 1969, § 16-51)
Sec. 18-78. Nightclubs and roadhouses.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or cause to be operated within the
city a place of business commonly called or known as a roadhouse, nightclub,
public dance hall, or a similar place by whatever name called, where the general
public is permitted to dance whether a charge is made therefor or not; provided,
however, that this restriction shall not apply to a dance sponsored, promoted or
staged by a nonprofit charitable, athletic, civic, educational, patriotic or fraternal

order, organization, society, or club, the profits of which do not inure to the
benefit of any member of any such nonprofit charitable, athletic, civic,
educational, patriotic, or fraternal order, organization, society or club.
(b)

Those establishments having dancing are hereby prohibited from allowing lewd
dancing.

Sec. 18-79. Skating rinks; location restricted.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a skating rink within the city at any place or
any lot within 200 feet of an occupied dwelling house, hotel or boardinghouse, in connection
with which skating rink there is used any drum, band or other music.
Secs. 18-80—18-90. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. POOL ROOMS AND BILLIARD ROOMS
Sec. 18-91.

License—Application.

Sec. 18-92.

Same—Affidavit required.

Sec. 18-93.

Same—Conditions of issuance; denial.

Sec. 18-94.

Same—Revocation; closure of business.

Sec. 18-95.

Bond required.

Sec. 18-96.

Construction regulations.

Sec. 18-97.

Minimum number of tables.

Sec. 18-98.

Closing hours.

Sec. 18-99.

Drinking and betting on premises; penalty.

Secs. 18-100—18-110.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-91. License—Application.
Before any license shall be issued to any person to operate a pool room or billiard room,
such person shall make an application to the city clerk which shall be filed in the office of the city
clerk and shall be in the following form:
To the City Clerk of the City of Natchez, Mississippi:
I (or we) hereby make application for a privilege license to operate ________
pool or billiard tables in a room at ________
, Natchez, Adams County, Mississippi.
I state on oath that I (or we) will not knowingly permit any betting on any game played
therein, or drinking of any alcoholic beverages or alcoholic mixture therein or on the premises
adjacent hereto.

Signed: _____

Sworn to before me this ________
day of ________
/________
/________
19________
.

_____
Notary Public

Sec. 18-92. Same—Affidavit required.
Before any pool or billiard room license may be issued, the applicant shall be required to
make and file in the office of the city clerk, in addition to the application therefor, the following
affidavit:
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF ADAMS
CITY OF NATCHEZ
TO THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF NATCHEZ, ADAMS
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI:
I, having made application for a privilege tax license to operate a pool room or billiard
room or tables in or at the following place:
In the City of Natchez, Mississippi, I hereby state, under oath that I have never been
convicted of violating the prohibition laws of the State of Mississippi, further that I will operate
such business in compliance with all ordinances of the City of Natchez, Mississippi; further, if I
should knowingly violate any sections of any ordinance of the City of Natchez, Mississippi;
further, if I should knowingly violate any sections of any ordinance of the City of Natchez,
Mississippi, pertaining to the operation of pool rooms or billiard rooms, the city shall have the
right to immediately close the doors of and terminate my business and declare forfeited the
bond herewith deposited for the faithful performance and observance of the ordinances of the
City of Natchez, Mississippi, and the statutes of the State of Mississippi, with reference to the
operation of a pool room. I will not permit any alcoholic drinks to be sold on the premises, nor
will I permit any drinking of alcoholic beverages on the premises. I will not permit any gambling
on the premises, nor will I permit any person under the age of 21 years to frequent or patronize
the premises.

Signed: _____
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF ADAMS
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned authority, ________
Notary Public, in and for the county and state, who acknowledged that he (or she) signed the
above and foregoing application and that he (or she) will abide by and comply with all
obligations imposed on him (or her) therein.

Given under my hand and seal of office this the ________
day of ________
/________
/________
, 19________
.

_____
NOTARY PUBLIC
NATCHEZ, ADAMS COUNTY,
MISSISSIPPI.

Sec. 18-93. Same—Conditions of issuance; denial.
The city shall not issue any pool or billiard room license to any person who has been
convicted of violating any of the prohibition laws of the state. Before the city shall issue such
license, the applicant shall file with the city clerk the application and affidavit, which shall remain
on file ten days for consideration by the mayor and board of aldermen. If the mayor and board of
aldermen, in their discretion, decide that it would not be for the best interest of or promote the
general welfare of the city or its citizens, or shall not be expedient for such license to be issued
to such person making application therefor, they shall so notify the city clerk and such license
shall not be issued. The mayor and board of aldermen may refuse, in their discretion, any such
application.
Sec. 18-94. Same—Revocation; closure of business.
If at any time the mayor and board of aldermen shall ascertain and adjudge that any
business is not being operated in accordance with all applicable provisions of this Code, city
ordinances or state laws, or that it will not be expedient or for the best interest of and will not
promote good morals or general welfare of the city for the operation of such pool or billiard room
to continue, or for any reason satisfactory to the mayor and board of aldermen, then the mayor
and board of aldermen shall have the right to immediately order such business closed, and the
license therefor cancelled, revoked and surrendered. On failure or refusal of the licensee to
close his or her business when ordered to do so, the bond that he or she has given therefor
shall be immediately forfeited. If such person fails to promptly close such pool room or billiard
room, then the mayor is hereby authorized to close the same immediately.
Sec. 18-95. Bond required.
Before the city clerk shall be authorized to issue any license for the operation of any pool
room or billiard room, the applicant shall execute and file in the office of the city clerk, a surety
bond, payable to the city, in the penal sum of $2,500.00 or cash bond or its equivalent,
conditioned that the person receiving the license will faithfully observe and comply with all of the
applicable provisions of this Code, city ordinances, state laws and all the rules and regulations
which have been and may be prescribed with reference to the operation of such pool room or
billiard room, and to perform faithfully the conditions as stated in his or her application. In the
event of his or her failure to do so, the bond shall be declared to be forfeited.
Sec. 18-96. Construction regulations.

(a)

Any pool room or billiard room operated in the city shall be located on the ground
floor of the building only.

(b)

Such room shall be so constructed and arranged that any person on the sidewalk
outside such room can see without obstruction throughout the same. No curtains,
drapes or any other means shall be used to obscure vision into such room.

Sec. 18-97. Minimum number of tables.
Any pool room or billiard room operated in the city shall have not less than five tables.
Sec. 18-98. Closing hours.
No pool room or billiard room shall be open to the public for business between the hours
of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; nor shall the same be operated or open at any time during Sunday.
Sec. 18-99. Drinking and betting on premises; penalty.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for the owner, manager or any employee of any pool room or
billiard room holding a license for the use of pool or billiard tables to knowingly
permit in or about such room or place, or on the premises adjacent thereto, the
drinking of any alcoholic beverages or alcoholic mixture, or to knowingly permit
any betting on any game on such tables therein.

(b)

Any person found guilty of a violation of this section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and punished as provided in section 1-5 of this Code. A conviction
under this section of the owner, manager, or any employee of such pool or
billiard room shall ipso facto operate as a forfeiture of the license obtained under
the provisions of this article for the use of the tables in such billiard or pool room,
or any other like room, and no license shall be issued to any person for the use
of the tables in such pool or billiard room for ten years after the date of such
conviction.

Secs. 18-100—18-110. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. TOURS AND TOURIST GUIDES
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Subdivision I. Tourism Management
Sec. 18-111.

Definitions.

Sec. 18-112.

Tourism management council.

Sec. 18-113.

Composition.

Sec. 18-114.

Appointment.

Sec. 18-115.

Purpose.

Sec. 18-116.

Term.
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Sec. 18-117.

Compensation.

Sec. 18-118.

Organization.

Sec. 18-119.

Meetings and quorum.

Sec. 18-120.

Report.

Secs. 18-121—18-124.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-111. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meaning ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Certificate of appropriateness shall mean a certificate authorizing the use of
animal-drawn vehicles for touring purposes.
Certificate of registration shall mean a certificate authorizing the use of a certain motor
vehicle for percapita touring purposes.
City shall mean the mayor and board of aldermen of the City of Natchez, Mississippi, a
municipal corporation, such definition to include all area within the corporate limits of the City of
Natchez.
Council shall mean the tourism management council
Downtown development association shall mean the organization established and
referenced in the Local and Private Legislation enacted by the Mississippi Legislature in 1997.
Historic district shall mean that certain area in the City of Natchez formally and officially
dedicated by the Natchez Historic Preservation Commission and mayor and board of aldermen
which is more specifically set forth on the map thereof in the office of the city planner of the City
of Natchez, Mississippi.
Horse-drawn carriage shall mean a vehicle which meets the design standards of section
18-186 of this Code of Ordinances of the City of Natchez, and is pulled by carriage horses, dray
horses or mules and is used for the purpose of touring for hire.
Idling shall mean the running of the engine of a motorized vehicle while the vehicle is not
in motion.
Inbound buses shall mean buses which operate for hire and transport organized groups
of travelers whose trip originated in another city and/or brought into the historic district of the
City of Natchez, regardless of domicile of such buses.
Intermodal center shall mean that certain city owned facility located on South Canal
Street in the City of Natchez adjacent to the Toll Bridge Colonnades and more formally and
officially known as the Natchez Visitor Reception and Intermodal Transportation Center.
Large buses shall mean a group passenger vehicle longer than 30 feet in length and
used for the purpose of organized touring.
Loading zone shall mean a public place alongside the curb of a street or elsewhere
which has been designated by the City of Natchez as reserved for the loading and unloading of
passengers from vehicles, including touring service vehicles.

Natchez Horse Carriage Industry shall mean the group of persons or entities holding
certificates of appropriateness as provided in section 18-191 of this article.
Natchez Lodging Industry shall mean the Natchez Lodging Association or such other
duly recognized association or organization in the City of Natchez.
Natchez Restaurant Industry shall mean the Natchez Restaurant Association or such
other duly recognized association or organization in the City of Natchez.
Per capita touring bus shall mean the conduct of tours by a small bus, which tour
consists of individuals who are not affiliated with one another as opposed to tours of organized
groups.
Private passenger automobile shall mean a motor vehicle with a capacity of not more
than six passengers.
Registered licensed tour guide shall mean a person who has passed the written
examination and received the tour guide permit referred to in this article.
Route limitations shall mean streets or other public ways excluded or subject to
limitations for certain motor coaches, such routes limitations having been established by the
tourism management council and on file in the office of the visitors services coordinator.
Small bus shall mean a group passenger vehicle larger than a private passenger
automobile, but 30 feet in length or less and used for the purpose of organized touring. A
passenger van shall be considered a small bus for the purposes of this article.
Street shall mean and include any street, alley, lane, avenue, court or public place in the
city.
Tour or touring shall mean the conducting of or the participation in sightseeing in the city.
Tour bus permit shall mean permit authorizing the use by inbound buses or group
passenger vehicles for the purpose of organized touring.
Tour company shall mean a privately owned company which is domiciled in the City of
Natchez, Mississippi, which organizes and/or conducts tours in Natchez, Mississippi.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-112. Tourism management council.
A council which shall be known as the tourism management council of the city is hereby
created in and for the city.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-113. Composition.
The tourism management council shall be composed of nine members who are
residents of the city with demonstrated knowledge of the history and/or architecture of the
historic district and of the city. Such members shall be appointed by the mayor and board of
aldermen.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)

Sec. 18-114. Appointment.
Recommendations of names of persons for consideration by the mayor and board of
aldermen for appointment shall be submitted to the city clerk within ten calendar days from the
effective date of this act from the following organizations and entities: the Natchez Lodging
Industry, the Natchez Restaurant Industry, the Natchez Association for the Preservation of
Afro-American Culture, the Historic Natchez Foundation, the Natchez Pilgrimage Tours, Inc., the
Downtown Development Association and the Natchez Horse Carriage Industry. The foregoing
organizations and entities shall submit not less that three names of persons for consideration by
the board for appointment to the council. The board may consider such nominees, or may in its
discretion invite further names from such organizations or entities. Notwithstanding any
provision herein, the final decision as to appointment of such members shall rest with the mayor
and board of aldermen.
To the extent feasible, the majority of such members shall be persons with a business
interest in the historic district.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-7-98)
Sec. 18-115. Purpose.
The tourism management council shall make policy recommendations to the visitor
services coordinator, mayor and aldermen in the areas of tourism-related activities, the
qualification and licensing of tour guides, and the enforcement of tourism management
regulations and other related issues, and shall act as an appeal board as provided in this article.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-116. Term.
The members of the tourism management council shall hold their offices at the will and
pleasure of the appointing body, the mayor and board of aldermen of the city. Provided further,
that any member of the tourism management council who shall fail to attend three or more
regularly scheduled meetings during any calendar year without a justifiable excuse or reason
therefor, shall be automatically removed by the mayor and board of aldermen upon receipt of
such a report from the tourism management council.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-117. Compensation.
The members of the tourism management council shall serve thereon without
compensation, except for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the carrying out of
their duties and responsibilities under this article.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-118. Organization.
The council shall annually elect from its membership a chairperson and a vice
chairperson. The visitor services coordinator shall provide administrative assistance to the
council and act as its secretary.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)

Sec. 18-119. Meetings and quorum.
The council shall meet at least monthly. Five members of the council shall constitute a
quorum. Five members shall vote in the affirmative before any official action can be taken by the
commission. Execution of such official action may be delegated to the chairman or the visitor
services coordinator.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98; Ord. No. 1998-5, § 1, 6-9-98)
Sec. 18-120. Report.
A report shall be prepared annually by the council and submitted to the mayor and board
of aldermen summarizing the council's activities for the previous year.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Secs. 18-121—18-124. Reserved.

Subdivision II. Administration and Enforcement
Sec. 18-125.
Sec. 18-126.

Office of visitor services.
Visitor services coordinator; duties.

Sec. 18-127.

Appeals from decisions of the visitor services coordinator.

Sec. 18-128.

Hearing on suspension, revocation or appeal.

Sec. 18-129.

Appeal from decision of the board.

Sec. 18-130.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-125. Office of visitor services.
There is hereby established the office of visitor services which shall be administered by
the visitor services coordinator as established herein.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-126.

Visitor services coordinator; duties.

The visitor services coordinator shall be appointed by the mayor and board of aldermen
and shall serve under the mayor's direction. Subject to the approval of the mayor and board of
aldermen, it shall be staffed with such other personnel as may be provided for by the board and
in the annual budget of the tourism department.
The visitor services coordinator shall:
(1)

Oversee the enforcement of the provisions of this article;

(2)

Act as staff to the tourism management council;

(3)

Oversee the daily operations of the intermodal center including the daily opening
and closing of the center and supervision of the visitor services staff and the

operation generally of the center including the supervision of maintenance of the
infrastructure thereof;
(4)

Advise the mayor and board of aldermen and the tourism management council of
the current operations of the intermodal center; and

(5)

Make a monthly written report to the mayor and board of aldermen, and the
council on the activities of the office regarding the state of tourism management
in the city, and particularly at the intermodal center.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-127. Appeals from decisions of the visitor services coordinator.
Any citizen aggrieved by a decision of interpretation of the visitor services coordinator or
any other officer of the city pursuant to this article may appeal such decision to the tourism
management council of the city. Such appeal shall be taken in writing by notice to the visitor
services coordinator and to the city clerk by filing such notice and stating the grounds therefor
within 15 days after such decision is rendered.
An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, unless the
officer from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the tourism management council after the
notice of appeal shall have been filed with him that by reason of facts stated in the certificate a
stay would, in his opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property. Such proceedings shall not
be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order which may be granted by the tourism
management council or by a court of record on application or notice to the officer from whom the
appeal is taken and on due cause shown.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-128. Hearing on suspension, revocation or appeal.
(a)

Should the visitor services coordinator serve notice of suspension or revocation
of a license or certificate, the notice of suspension or revocation shall advise the
holder of the time and location of the hearing. Should the tourism management
council order the suspension or revocation of a certificate or should the holder fail
to appear at the hearing, the suspension or revocation shall take effect at the
closing of the hearing and affirmative vote thereon.

(b)

A hearing on an appeal not involving a revocation or suspension shall be heard
in the same manner. The filing of an appeal to the board of aldermen shall stay
all proceedings thereunder until a final decision of the mayor and board of
aldermen is rendered, except as provided hereinabove.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-129. Appeal from decision of the board.
An appeal from a decision of the board in any case may be made as follows:
(1)

Procedure for appeal: Any party aggrieved by a decision of the tourism
management council may, within 15 days thereafter, appeal therefrom to the
mayor and board of aldermen to the city and shall file with the board a written
notice of appeal specifying the decision from which such appeal is taken, the

grounds therefor and the relief sought. A copy of such notice of appeal shall be
served upon the secretary of the tourism management council.
(2)

Transcript of proceedings: Upon receiving notice of appeal, the tourism
management council shall transmit to the mayor and board of aldermen a
certified copy of the proceedings in the case upon which the appeal is taken and
the issue shall be tried before the mayor and board of aldermen on the merits of
the appeal, and a decision shall be rendered by the mayor and board of
aldermen after the hearing and due consideration thereof by the taking of a vote
to either affirm the tourism management council or to reverse and make such
disposition as the board may determine. Appeals from the mayor and board of
aldermen shall be taken to the circuit court of Adams County in the manner
otherwise provided by law.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 1, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-130. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. TOURIST GUIDES
Sec. 18-131.

Permit required.

Sec. 18-132.

Application for permit.

Sec. 18-133.

Eligibility requirements.

Sec. 18-134.

Examination.

Sec. 18-135.

Issuance of permit.

Sec. 18-136.

Permit fee.

Sec. 18-137.

Refusal of permit; appeal.

Sec. 18-138.

Term of permit; renewal.

Sec. 18-139.

Suspension; revocation.

Sec. 18-140.

Continuing education.

Sec. 18-141.

Grandfather clause.

Sec. 18-131. Permit required.
No person shall engage in the business of public guide or conductor in the city, or act as
such for any compensation whatsoever, whether for a fixed charge or fee or for any expected tip
or gratuity, without a tour guide permit as a registered licensed guide.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-132. Application for permit.
Any person desiring to obtain a tour guide permit as a registered guide shall make
application in writing to the visitor services coordinator, giving his name, age, and street and/or
post office address; current driver's license if the applicant is to operate motorized tours or

carriage tours; a recent photograph, and such other information as the tourism management
council may from time to time require, whereupon the visitor services coordinator shall refer
such application to the tourism management council.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-133. Eligibility requirements.
Any person wishing to act as a guide in the city, unless exempt as hereinafter provided,
shall apply to the tourism management council for issuance of a tour guide permit.
In order to qualify for issuance of such permit the applicant must meet the following
criteria:
(1)

The applicant must be at least 18 years of age;

(2)

The applicant shall pass an examination and demonstrate an acceptable level of
knowledge of the city, the city's history, the city's historical buildings and the
historic and tourist attractions located therein, as well as of the streets along
which such points are located;

(3)

The city shall conduct a criminal records check of each applicant and if it is
determined that the applicant has been convicted of a felony, the city may, in its
discretion, refuse to issue the requested permit.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-134. Examination.
Any application for a tour guide permit as a registered guide shall pass a written test
administered by the tourism management council or its designee to determine the applicant's
qualifications therefor. The examination shall be given within 30 days of application. Reasonable
notice shall be given to the applicant regarding date, time, and place of the test.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-135. Issuance of permit.
If the tourism management council recommends the issuance of a tour guide permit as a
registered tourist guide to the applicant therefor, The visitor services coordinator shall issue the
same upon the payment of the required fee.
The applicant shall be issued a photographic identification card by the visitor services
coordinator as a registered tour guide which must be visible at all times when conducting tours.
The identification card shall remain the property of the city and must be returned upon
expiration, revocation or suspension.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-136. Permit fee.
An annual permit fee as set forth in section 18-210 is hereby required of each and every
person who shall engage in the business of public tourist guide and conductor in the city.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)

Sec. 18-137. Refusal of permit; appeal.
The applicant must pass the test to be certified. Failure will result in notification. If the
applicant therefor is aggrieved by such test results, he may appeal the same to the tourism
management council who may reject or approve the application as, upon consideration of all
evidence, it may find proper. Appeal thereafter may be taken to the mayor and board of
aldermen as in other appeals from the tourism management council.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-138. Term of permit; renewal.
The tour guide permits issued under the provision of this article shall be valid for 12
months from the date of issuance, and shall be renewable from year to year and be evidenced
by the issuance of renewal permits upon payment by the permit holder of the annual permit fee.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-139. Suspension; revocation.
(a)

Any permit issued under the provisions of this article may be suspended or
revoked by the tourism management council for the violation by such registered
guide of any applicable provision of this Code, state law or city ordinance, rule or
regulation or for any other good cause shown.

(b)

If in the opinion of the visitor services coordinator, a permit should be suspended
or revoked, he shall give written notice to the holder thereof, by certified mail, of
the right to appear before the tourism management council and show cause why
the permit should not be suspended or revoked.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-140. Continuing education.
The tourism management council shall maintain a list of sources on the history of the city
and shall offer continuing education programs through the visitor services coordinator or his
designee or designees and shall require that permitted tour guides participate in a continuing
education program prior to renewing an annual tour guide permit. The tourism management
council may adopt such regulations as it deems fit and appropriate for the obtaining of such
continuing education credit through programs and seminars which may be offered by
recognized organizations and entities preapproved by the tourism management council. By way
of illustration, such organizations and entities shall include but not be limited to the Historic
Natchez Foundation, the Natchez Literary Festival Association, the Natchez Association for the
Preservation of Afro-American Culture and similar organizations.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-141. Grandfather clause.
Any person who on or before January 1, 1998, was engaged in the business of a tourist
guide as evidenced by (a) the prior issuance of a privilege license from the city as a tourist
guide, (b) by employment or contract with a bona fide tour company holding such a business or
privilege license in the city, or (c) any other organization heretofore providing organized tours in

the city and submitting evidence of such prior activity satisfactory to the council shall be, and is
hereby granted, subject to the provisions of this article, the right to continue such business
without the necessity of taking the examination as required by section 18-134. Such persons
claiming such status shall make application and secure issuance of the tour guide permit on or
before December 31, 1998, in order to qualify hereunder.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 2, 1-27-98)

DIVISION 3. RESERVED.
Secs. 18-142—18-165.

Reserved.

Secs. 18-142—18-165. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. MOTOR VEHICLE TOURS
Sec. 18-166.

Restrictions within Historic District.

Sec. 18-167.

Private passenger automobile tours.

Sec. 18-168.

Small touring buses.

Sec. 18-169.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-170.

Large touring buses.

Sec. 18-171.

Non-touring buses.

Sec. 18-172.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-173.

School buses, city trolleys, church buses and recreational vehicles.

Sec. 18-174.

Certificates of registration for per capita touring.

Sec. 18-175.

Insurance required.

Secs. 18-176—18-180.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-166. Restrictions within Historic District.
No person shall operate or cause to be operated any motor vehicle for hire for the
purpose of conducting tours within the historic district of the city except in private passenger
automobiles, small buses and large buses as provided in this article.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-167. Private passenger automobile tours.
(a)

No tour bus permit is required.

(b)

Route limitations. There are no route limitations on private passenger
automobiles.

(c)

Permitted tour guide required. No one other than a permitted tour guide may
conduct a tour for hire in a private passenger automobile.

(d)

Passenger loading and parking. Private passenger automobiles shall comply with
all ordinances of the city and the laws of the State of Mississippi regulating traffic.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-168. Small touring buses.
(a)

Tour bus permit required. No small bus shall operate for touring within the
historic district without a tour bus permit. All tour bus permits shall be issued from
the Natchez Visitor Reception Center at 645 South Canal Street in the city.

(b)

Route limitations. Small buses may operate on all streets in the city with the
exception of any public way designated as an alley, lane or court, and such other
streets as may be restricted from such use on the recommendation of the tourism
management council and the engineering and planning departments, and final
approval by the mayor and board of aldermen. Such limitations shall be
designated in the office of the visitor services coordinator.

(c)

Passenger loading. No small bus shall pick up or discharge passengers at any
location on the public streets or public properties in the historic district of the city
except as presently or hereafter designated by the city as passenger loading
zones.

(d)

Parking. No small bus shall park at any location except at locations designated
by the city, and for the time so specified at the location of each such designated
site.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98; Ord. No. 2005-1, § 1, 1-11-05)
Sec. 18-169. Reserved.
Sec. 18-170. Large touring buses.
(a)

Tour bus permit required. No large bus shall operate for touring within the historic
district without a tour bus permit. All tour bus permits shall be issued from the
Natchez Visitor Reception Center at 645 South Canal Street in the city.

(b)

Route limitations. Large buses may operate on all streets in the city with the
exception of any public way designated as an alley, lane or court, and such other
streets as may be restricted from such use on the recommendation of the tourism
management council and the engineering and planning departments, and final
approval by the mayor and board of aldermen. Such limitations shall be
designated in the office of the visitor services coordinator.

(c)

Passenger loading for large buses. No large buses shall pick up or discharge
passengers at any location on the public streets or public properties in the
historic district of the city except as presently or hereafter designated by the city
as passenger loading zones.

(d)

Parking. No large bus shall park at any location except at locations designated by
the city, and for the time so specified at the location of each such designated site.

(e)

Limitations on engine idling. No buses covered in this section may park with
engines idling for more than five minutes in any area of the historic district of the
city.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98; Ord. No. 2005-1, § 2, 1-11-05)
Sec. 18-171. Non-touring buses.
(a)

All other buses, of whatever size, unless specifically exempted herein, shall be
allowed to enter the historic district only upon the issuance thereto of a permit by
the visitor services coordinator and only for the purpose of transporting
passengers to or from a single designated point. Such buses shall not be
required to have a tour guide. All tour bus permits shall be issued from the
Natchez Visitor Reception Center at 645 South Canal Street in the city.

(b)

Limitations on engine idling. No buses covered in this section may park with
engines idling for more than five minutes in any area of the historic district of the
city.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98; Ord. No. 2005-1, § 3, 1-11-05)
Sec. 18-172. Reserved.
Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2005-1, § 4, adopted Jan. 11, 2005, repealed § 18-172, which pertained to fees
and derived from Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, adopted Jan. 27, 1998.
Sec. 18-173. School buses, city trolleys, church buses and recreational vehicles.
Touring limitation.
(1)

No permit is required.

(2)

School buses, city trolleys, church buses and recreational vehicles 25 feet or less
in length may travel freely in the historic district, but must park in compliance with
applicable ordinances of the city.

(3)

School buses, city trolleys, church buses or recreational vehicles over 25 feet in
length may operate on all streets in the city with the exception of any public way
designated as an alley, lane or court, and such other streets as may be restricted
from such use on the recommendation of the tourism management council and
the engineering and planning departments, and final approval by the mayor and
board of aldermen. Such limitations shall be designated in the office of the visitor
services coordinator.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-174. Certificates of registration for per capita touring.
(a)

Certificate of registration. No bus may be utilized for per capita touring purposes
in the historic district either by a company engaged in the touring business in the
state or made available for charter for such use, without a duly issued certificate
of registration which must be permanently affixed to the vehicle in a location

designated by the tourism management council. Only buses classified as small,
as defined herein, may be used for per capita touring.
(b)

Application. An applicant for a certificate of registration shall provide the visitor
services coordinator with the following:
(1)

Adequate identification of the applicant and vehicle;

(2)

Factory authorized material setting forth the characteristics of the vehicle
including its dimensions, weight, passenger capacity, manner of
propulsion, described noise level and air pollution characteristics;

(3)

Color photographs not less than eight inches by ten inches of all four
sides of the vehicle or, in the discretion of the visitor services coordinator,
sketches of a similar make and model, and samples of the color proposed
for use on the vehicle;

(4)

Proof of comprehensive general liability insurance in an amount of not
less than $100,000.00 per person, $300,000.00 aggregate and
$50,000.00 in property damage issued by a company qualified to do
business in the State of Mississippi;

(5)

A current state department of highways and transportation safety
inspection sticker and license tag;

(6)

A fee as set in Section 18-210; and

(7)

After approval, but prior to issuance of the certificate, a current city
business license.

(c)

Upon receipt of the information as set forth in subsection (a)(1) through (8) the
visitor services coordinator shall submit the application to the tourism
management council as to whether the application should be approved.

(d)

Design standards prerequisite to issuance. No certificate of registration shall be
issued unless the council has approved the design and appearance of the
vehicle. The tourism management council shall consider the general design,
signage and color of the vehicle, specifically the character and appropriateness
of the design and color for use in the district, the age, condition, manner of
propulsion, noise level and outward appearance of the vehicle.

(e)

Transferability. A certificate of registration shall be issued on a specific vehicle
and for a specific owner and is nontransferable without approval of the mayor
and board of aldermen. The certificate remains the property of the city and must
be surrendered upon expiration or revocation.

(f)

Suspension or revocation.
(1)

Failure to abide by the provisions of this article or any of the ordinances of
the city or laws of the state in any manner affecting or regulating the
operation of the vehicle for which the certificate is issued, or the failure to
maintain a city business license, a current state inspection sticker, vehicle
license tags and required insurance shall be grounds for the suspension
for a reasonable time or the revocation of a certificate of registration.

(2)

If in the opinion of the visitor services coordinator, a certificate of
registration should be suspended or revoked, he shall give written notice

to the holder thereof, by certified mail, of the right to appear before the
council and show cause why the certificate should not be suspended or
revoked.
(g)

Expiration. All certificates of registration shall be granted for a period of one year
and shall expire on July 1 of each year; provided, however, upon compliance with
the provisions of this article, the certificate shall be renewed.

(h)

Surveys. The city shall have the right to conduct surveys in order to rate the
quality of service provided by per capita touring operations or companies.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-175. Insurance required.
All motor vehicles covered under this division and used in conducting tours for hire must
carry comprehensive general liability insurance in an amount of not less than $100,000.00 per
person, $300,000.00 aggregate and $50,000.00 property damage, which insurance shall be
issued by a company qualified to do business in the State of Mississippi and which policies shall
contain no exclusion of coverage while operating vehicles for hire. A certificate of such
insurance shall be provided to the city clerk on an annual basis, and shall not be canceled
without 30 days' prior notice to the city.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 4, 1-27-98)
Secs. 18-176—18-180. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. HORSE-DRAWN CARRIAGE TOURS
Sec. 18-181.

Compliance with division required.

Sec. 18-182.

Route limitations.

Sec. 18-183.

Drivers.

Sec. 18-184.

Tour guide required.

Sec. 18-185.

Passenger loading and designated loading areas.

Sec. 18-186.

Design standards.

Sec. 18-187.

Diapering apparatus required.

Sec. 18-188.

Certificate of appropriateness required; fee.

Sec. 18-189.

Same—Application; inspection.

Sec. 18-190.

Same—Transferability.

Sec. 18-191.

Same—Limited issuance.

Sec. 18-192.

Same—Suspension or revocation.

Sec. 18-193.

Same—Term; expiration.

Sec. 18-194.

Operations and restrictions upon operations, drivers and employees.

Sec. 18-195.

Rates.

Secs. 18-196—18-209.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-181. Compliance with division required.
No person shall operate or cause to be operated for hire any horse-drawn carriage for
the purpose of conducting tours within the city except horse-drawn carriages as provided in this
article.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-182. Route limitations.
Horse-drawn carriages may operate on all streets in the city with the exception of any
public way determined by the city as requiring restriction. Prior to such restriction, a
recommendation shall be made by the tourism management council and the engineering and
planning departments, and final approval by the mayor and board of aldermen. Such limitation
shall be designated in the office of the visitor services coordinator. Such limitation shall be
designated and spread on the minutes of the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-183. Drivers.
All drivers of horse-drawn carriages shall have a current automotive vehicle drivers
license and demonstrate to the city's chief of police his or her competence in handling
horse-drawn carriages.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-184. Tour guide required.
All tours on horse-drawn carriages must be conducted by a registered tour guide who
has met the requirements and secured the necessary permit as a tourist guide as provided in
section 18-131 et. seq. All persons currently operating at the time of adoption of this division
shall automatically be qualified as tour guides as provided in section 18-131, et seq., and shall
be exempt from further examination therefor, but shall be otherwise required to meet the
requirements as provided in section 18-131 et seq. including the requirement of continuing
education as established by the tourism management council and by this article. All such
persons seeking inclusion under this grandfather clause shall be required to comply with section
18-141.(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-185. Passenger loading and designated loading areas.
(a)

No person shall operate or cause to be operated for hire any horse-drawn
carriage for the purpose of conducting tours within the historic district except by
assignment to a designated passenger loading site. The operator receiving such
assignment may pick up and discharge passengers only at such assigned sites
as provided hereafter. Such passenger loading zones shall be designated by the
city planning and engineering departments with due regard to the safety, the
convenience of patrons and sanitation and shall be made subject to the approval
of the board of aldermen. The designations of passenger loading zones shall be

maintained in the office of the city chief of police and the visitor services
coordinator. Each such passenger loading zone and its boundaries shall be
visibly delineated by painted lines.
(b)

Pending further hearings and study, and based on historical and current usage
as well as the plans, current development and future development of the visitor
reception and intermodal transportation center and the Natchez National
Historical Park, the staging area for passenger loading sites or zones shall be at
the intermodal center in the Colonnades, at the Canal Street Depot on the
easterly side of Canal Street between State and Washington Streets, and the
existing passenger loading zone at the Eola Hotel on the westerly side of Pearl
Street between Main Street and Franklin Street, which shall be designated as
zones one, two and three, respectively.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-186. Design standards.
Horse-drawn vehicles shall be authentically styled passenger carriages consistent with
the historical background of the city. Carriages must not exceed 12 feet in length or six feet in
width. Carriages will be measured from end to end, excluding the steps and shafts; and from
axle tip to axle tip. No part of the carriage may be over six feet in width; provided however, any
certified carriage which was in use in the city as of January 1, 1991, and no longer than 15 feet
may continue in use.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-187. Diapering apparatus required.
It should be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or other entity to utilize any horse
for the purpose of pulling any carriage on city streets unless such animal is equipped with
diapering apparatus that prevents the droppings of such animal from being deposited or
otherwise left on city streets. It shall be the responsibility of the person, firm, corporation or other
entity utilizing any animal for the purpose of pulling a carriage to see that the diapering
apparatus is maintained in working order.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-188. Certificate of appropriateness required; fee.
No horse-drawn carriage shall operate without a duly issued certificate of
appropriateness and without having first paid the fee as set forth in section 18-210. The
certificate of appropriateness must be securely affixed to the vehicle in a location approved by
the tourism management council.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-189. Same—Application; inspection.
(a)

An applicant for a certificate of appropriateness shall provide the visitor services
coordinator with the following information for each certified carriage:

(1)

Adequate identification of the applicant and horse-drawn carriage and
proof of ownership;

(2)

Materials setting forth the characteristics of the vehicle including its
dimensions, weight, passenger capacity;

(3)

Color photographs of all four sides of the vehicle or, in the discretion of
the chief of police, sketches of a similar make and model, and samples of
colors proposed for use on the vehicle;

(4)

Certificate of proof of liability insurance in an amount of not less than
$100,000.00 per person; $300,000.00 in the aggregate and $100,000.00
property damage coverage. Such coverage shall remain in force at all
times, and the city must be provided with at least 30 days' notice prior to
the cancellation thereof. A copy of this provision shall be furnished to the
insurance carrier who must be qualified to do business in Mississippi, at
the time such coverage is obtained by the applicant;

(5)

Satisfactory proof of health inspections of the horse or horses to be used
in drawing the vehicle and the stables wherein such horses are housed;

(6)

After approval, but prior to issuance, a current city business license;

(7)

Evidence of satisfactory annual safety and appearance inspection of tack
and equipment including devices that prevent droppings from being left
on city streets;

(8)

Statement setting forth in detail permanent arrangements for running
water and waste disposal; and

(9)

Carriages currently permitted by the city shall be grandfathered herein
without further initial application or inspection provided such carriages are
currently in conformity with this division and the applicant provides such
other additional or clarifying information or documentation as may be
needed to ensure that such carriages meet the requirements of the city
ordinance. All carriages, including those grandfathered herein, shall be
responsible for re-application and inspection as provided by this division.

(b)

Upon receipt and preliminary approval of the information as set forth
hereinabove, the visitor services coordinator shall submit the application to
tourism management council as to whether the application should be approved.
In acting upon and evaluating any application, the tourism management council
shall consider the standards and other criteria as set forth in this article.

(c)

Any person or company denied a certificate by the tourism management council
shall have the right of appeal to the mayor and board of aldermen in the manner
provided for in this article, and appeals thereafter to the circuit court in a manner
provided for by law.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-190. Same—Transferability.
A certificate of appropriateness required by this article shall be issued as to a specific
carriage or carriages and for a specific owner and is not transferable and shall be subject to

such restrictions and limitations as to the number of carriages using a passenger loading zone
and other restrictions and limitations as may be necessary in the interest of safety, sanitation
and promotion of tourist use and enjoyment. The certificate remains the property of the city and
must be surrendered upon expiration or revocation. This section shall not prohibit, however, the
transfer between immediate family members (spouse, adult child) of ownership in such
certificates, provided application is made to the mayor and board of aldermen for such and
approval is received from such body. Such new owner shall be required, however, to meet the
normal requirements as to re-application and renewal and other provisions of this article.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-191. Same—Limited issuance.
(a)

(b)

The mayor and board of aldermen have determined from an investigation of
persons presently operating carriages subject to this article that there exists at
present a need for not more than 13 certificates or permit holders based upon
existing usage, traffic use in the designated passenger loading zones and
statistics as to the number of tourists visiting the city. The board of aldermen
does therefore determine that 13 such certificates should be issued as follows:
(1)

Four certificates of appropriateness to George Vines, Southern Carriage
Company;

(2)

Four certificates of appropriateness to Mike Folds, Magnolia Carriage
Company; and

(3)

Three certificates of appropriateness to Reese Vines, Trace City Carriage
Company.

(4)

Two certificates of appropriateness available for anyone meeting the
qualifications of this division for owners of carriage companies and
receiving approval of the mayor and board of aldermen upon application
to and recommendation thereof from tourism management council.

The named owners of carriage companies holding certificates under this section
shall have a period of 60 days from the effective date of this article to make
formal application or reapplication under the provisions of this article; however,
during this 60-day period, the certificates granted herein shall remain in force,
and the holders shall be subject to any and all requirements set forth and
contained in this article including, but not limited to conduct of drivers, agents and
employees, passenger loading sites and zones, site assignments, design
standards, proof of liability insurance, and the requirements, restrictions and
limitations as to conduct of drivers, agents and employees regarding
competence, solicitation, and other criteria set forth herein.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-192. Same—Suspension or revocation.
(a)

Failure to abide by the provisions of this article or any of the ordinances of the
city or laws of the State of Mississippi in any manner affecting or regulating the
operation of the carriage for which the certificate is issued, or the failure to
maintain the required liability insurance shall be grounds for the suspension or
the revocation of a certificate of appropriateness issued under this article.

(b)

If a certificate of appropriateness should be suspended or revoked, the tourism
management council shall first give written notice to the holder thereof by
certified mail of the right to appear before the tourism management council and
show cause, if any, why the certificate should not be suspended or revoked.
Such suspension or revocation, however, shall take place immediately and
remain in effect pending such hearing by the board of aldermen.

(c)

In the event of an emergency, or to prevent a breach of the peace or conduct by
a certificate holder which is injurious to persons or property or otherwise
annoying, harassing or distracting to tourists or other persons at or near the
designated passenger zone areas, the chief of police shall have the authority to
remove any certificate holder or operator from the premises for a period not to
exceed 24 hours. Repeated violations by certificate holder of this section shall
constitute a basis for suspension of revocation of its certificate.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-193. Same—Term; expiration.
All certificates of appropriateness shall be granted for a period of one year and shall
expire July 1st of each year; provided however, upon strict compliance with each and all of the
provisions as set forth hereinabove and current proof of liability insurance, the certificate shall
be renewed.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-194. Operations and restrictions upon operations, drivers and employees.
In addition to other requirements, restrictions and limitations upon operations by persons
receiving a permit under the provisions of this article, such persons shall conduct operations
and activities in a safe and sanitary manner and in a manner conducive to tourism development
within the city. Specifically:
(a)

All drivers of horse-drawn vehicles shall be at least 18 years of age, have good
eyesight and not be subject to any infirmity of body or mind which might render
him or her unfit for the safe operation of the vehicle, not be addicted to drugs or
intoxicating liquors, be a person of good character, and be able to operate a
horse-drawn vehicle in a safe and prudent manner. Each driver of a horse-drawn
carriage shall, while on duty, do the following:
(1)

Conduct himself or herself in a reasonable and prudent manner; no
hawking of services in any annoying manner;

(2)

Not consume alcoholic beverages or drugs while operating a carriage and
not be under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs in any amount
while operating such horse-drawn carriage;

(3)

Not solicit passengers in a loud or annoying tone of voice and not
obstruct the movement of any person or follow any person for the
purpose of soliciting patrons. In this regard, actions of any certificate
holders, their drivers, employees, agents, representatives or other
personnel in violation of this section or any other section hereunder shall
be deemed a violation by the certificate holder and shall be grounds for
revocation of the certificate;

(4)

Not permit any unauthorized person to operate any horse-drawn carriage
under the driver's control;

(5)

Empty diapers of all excrement when half full and at the beginning of
each trip;

(6)

Keep all routes and carriage stands clean and free of animal excrement;

(7)

Travel at or at a pace not faster than a slow trot, except when traveling
through intersection;

(8)

Not leave any horse-drawn vehicle unattended at any time and shall keep
the interior of the vehicle clean at all times;

(9)

Report all accidents to the owner, the certificate holder and to the police
department immediately;

(10)

Each driver shall wear uniforms or other suitable or presentable clothing,
have an identification badge or name plate in plain view at all times; this
provision shall be applicable to all certificate holders, drivers, employees,
representatives or agents;

(11)

Display company name, telephone number, rates and passenger capacity
in plain view on the carriage only.

(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Sec. 18-195. Rates.
Prior to commencement of operations hereunder, all certificate holders shall be required
to file with the tourism management council a schedule of rates to be charged for transportation
of persons under this article. Such rates, as filed shall conform to the rate schedule set forth on
the carriage or carriages of the certificate holder, and shall not be altered or changed except by
the filing of a new rate schedule with the tourism management council. No rate schedule, if
changed, shall take effect until after ten working days after notice of such change is made with
the tourism management council, and such notice shall be filed during regular working hours,
being 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.Monday through Friday. In no event shall the rates charged by a
certificate holder be changed or altered except in conformity with this section. Nothing herein
shall prevent the charging of group rates of a lesser amount for groups of five or more.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 5, 1-27-98)
Secs. 18-196—18-209. Reserved.

DIVISION 6. TOURISM FEES
Sec. 18-210.

Adopted.

Secs. 18-211—18-215.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-210. Adopted.
(a)

Privilege license for tour companies***

0—3 employees . . . $20.00
4—10 employees . . . 30.00
Over 10 employees . . . 30.00
Plus $3.00 each additional employee up to $150.00
(b)

Annual horse carriage certificate*

Per carriage . . . 300.00
(c)

Annual local per capita tour bus certificate**

Per bus . . . 300.00
(d)

Tour guide exam fee . . . 25.00

(e)

Tour guide study manual (History of Natchez) . . . 20.00

(f)

Tour guide annual permit*** . . . 20.00

* Subject to a maximum of 13 certifications. This fee may be paid on a quarterly basis at the
beginning of each and every quarter beginning April 1, 1998.
** This fee may be paid on a quarterly basis at the beginning of each and every quarter
beginning April 1, 1998.
*** This shall preclude the necessity of securing a privilege tax license.
(Ord. No. 1998-1, § 6, 1-27-98; Ord. No. 2001-4, § 1, 11-13-01; Ord. No. 2005-1, § 5, 1-11-05)
Secs. 18-211—18-215. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. PRIVATE SECURITY SERVICES

xix[5]

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 18-216.

Definitions.

Sec. 18-217.

Duties of licensee.

Secs. 18-218—18-230.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-216. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Private security guard means a person employed by or as a private security service, in
uniform or plain clothes, who has the duty of maintaining law and order and discouraging crime
or disorderly conduct, performing this duty for a fee or for wages at any bank, industry, retail
store, restaurant, public entertainment, dance or other business, event or other facility, public or
private. However, the term "private security guard" does not include members of the city police
reserve acting in an official capacity, nor does it include loss prevention employees hired by

retail merchants specifically for in-house security. Further, it does not include employees of a
business, industry or governmental institution employed as in-house security. The term "private
security guard" shall also mean any members of the city police department or members of the
city police reserve so licensed, while not acting in an official capacity and while not on
scheduled police duty.
Private security service means any service which purports to furnish or does furnish to
members or subscribers, for a consideration or otherwise, any of the following: patrolling any
area in the city, guarding or watching any property, or performing any service usually and
customarily performed by the regular patrol officers of the police department of the city.
(Code 1969, § 16-116)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 18-217. Duties of licensee.
No person, whether a security guard licensed under this article or person performing
security services and exempt under section 18-216, shall impersonate or hold himself or herself
out as a peace officer of the city; nor shall a private security officer operate or permit to be
operated a motor vehicle with a siren, blinker light or with any insignia thereon bearing likeness
to the insignia used by peace officers of the city. Further, the color, design and general
appearance of uniforms or insignia shall be sufficiently dissimilar from those used by the city
police department. Such design and general appearance of uniforms or insignia shall be
submitted to the chief of police prior to the use thereof, and the chief shall determine whether or
not such design, color or appearance is sufficiently dissimilar to not be detrimental to the
positive police public image or create confusion or cause unfounded complaints against the city
police department due to similarity of such uniforms or insignia.
(Code 1969, § 16-124)
Secs. 18-218—18-230. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. LICENSES
Sec. 18-231.

Required.

Sec. 18-232.

Application—Private security.

Sec. 18-233.

Same—Private security guard.

Sec. 18-234.

Same—Investigation; approval; appeals.

Sec. 18-235.

Issuance.

Sec. 18-236.

Term and renewal.

Sec. 18-237.

Suspension or revocation.

Sec. 18-238.

Liability insurance—Required.

Sec. 18-239.

Same—Notice of cancellation.

Sec. 18-240.

Same—Failure to maintain.

Sec. 18-241.

Transfer.

Sec. 18-242.

Disposition of revenue.

Secs. 18-243—18-265.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-231. Required.
It is hereby declared to be unlawful for any person, either as principal or agent, to
engage in the business of conducting or maintaining or soliciting business for any private
security service without first obtaining a license from the city and without paying the annual
license fee as provided for in this article. Likewise, it shall be unlawful for any person to act as a
private security guard without first obtaining a license from the city and without paying the
annual license fee as provided in this article.
(Code 1969, § 16-117)
Sec. 18-232. Application—Private security.
A license for a private security service, whether an initial license or a renewal of an
existing license, shall be applied for and issued pursuant to the following provisions:
(1)

No license to engage in the business of operating a private security service shall
be issued until an application therefor has been completed and filed with the city
police department, and no private security service shall engage in the business
of providing guard services within the limits of the city until such license has been
issued.

(2)

The chief of the city police department shall provide to an applicant for a private
security service license a form requesting the information specified in this
subsection, which shall be completed and filed with the department by each
applicant for such license, accompanied by payment of a $200.00 license fee.
The application shall be executed under oath attesting to the truth and accuracy
of the information contained therein. The application shall request of the
applicant the following information:
a.

The kind of business to be operated.

b.

The trade name, or any other name, if any, under which the applicant
does business and proposes to do business within the city.

c.

The principal place of business and telephone number of such applicant.

d.

The legal name of the applicant for the license. If the applicant is a
corporation, the application shall include the date upon which such
corporation was registered pursuant to the laws of the state, whether
such corporation remains in good standing, the name of its registered
agent, and the address of its registered office if the address is different
from the location of the business. If the business is not a corporation, the
application shall include the name, home address and home telephone
number of all persons having an ownership interest in such business.

e.

The address of any residence of the applicant within 90 days preceding
the date of the application.

f.

The home address of the applicant and the telephone number, and length
of time that the applicant has been residing of such address.

g.

The social security and federal employer's identification number of the
applicant.

h.

The financial status of each applicant, including the amounts of all unpaid
judgments against the applicant and the nature of the transactions or acts
giving rise to such judgments.

i.

The names and addresses of all persons or legal entities owning or
controlling the applicant including, but not limited to, all partners,
principals or managers, and also, if the applicant is a corporation, the
officers, directors and shareholders holding at least ten percent of the
stock of the corporation.

j.

A description of each vehicle proposed to be used by the business,
including the make, model, year of manufacture, current state license
number, the length of time such vehicle has been in use, and other
distinguishing characteristics to be used to designate the applicant's
vehicle which will be used in such business.

k.

A description of the area in which the private security service desires to
operate.

l.

The names and addresses of persons and employees who do or will carry
weapons in the course of their employment.

m.

Such further information as the chief of police of the city may require.

(Code 1969, § 16-118)
Sec. 18-233. Same—Private security guard.
A license for a private security guard, whether an initial license or a renewal of an
existing license, shall be applied for from the city police department and issued and held
pursuant to the following provisions:
(1)

No license to act as private security guard shall be issued until an application
therefor has been completed and filed with the city police department, and no
person shall act as a private security guard within the limits of the city until such
license has been issued.

(2)

The city police department shall provide to an applicant for a license a form
requesting the information specified in this section, which shall be completed and
filed with the city police department by each applicant for such license,
accompanied by payment of a $50.00 annual license fee. The application shall
be executed under oath attesting to the truth and accuracy of the information
contained therein. The application shall request of the applicant the following
information:
a.

The kind of license requested.

b.

The legal name of the applicant.

c.

The legal name of the private security service by which the applicant is
employed.

d.

The addresses of any residences of the applicant within 90 days
preceding the date of the application, including the home address of the
applicant and the telephone number, and the length of time that the
applicant has been a resident of such address.

e.

The names and addresses of all the applicant's present and previous
employers within the past five years.

f.

The social security number of the applicant.

g.

Disclosure as to the applicant of all final convictions of any crime or
misdemeanor, except traffic violations not involving driving under the
influence of alcohol, occurring within five years of the date of such
application. If such conviction is disclosed, the disclosure shall specify the
nature of the crime, the name of the person so convicted, the date of
conviction and the jurisdiction in which the conviction was entered.

h.

A complete set of the applicant's fingerprints.

i.

At least three references.

j.

A photograph of the applicant, taken within 30 days immediately prior to
the date of the filing of the application, which picture shall be two inches
by two inches, showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear
and distinguishing manner.

k.

If the applicant proposes to carry a deadly weapon in the performance of
his or her duties, the license provided for by MCA 1972, § 45-9-101, must
be attached to the application.

l.

An acknowledgement that pursuant to this article the city shall have the
power and authority to conduct an independent inquiry or investigation as
to the information provided in the application.

(Code 1969, § 16-119)
Sec. 18-234. Same—Investigation; approval; appeals.
(a)

Upon receipt of the application for a license under this article, the chief of police
shall cause an investigation concerning the character of the applicant to be
completed by an appropriate agency or person designated by the chief of police.

(b)

The investigating agency or person shall submit a report and recommendation to
the chief of police or his or her designated official. The reviewing official shall
approve or disapprove the application, except that the application may not be
disapproved without allowing the applicant a hearing before the reviewing official.
Notice of the hearing must be provided to the applicant not less than ten days or
more than 30 days prior to the hearing. The reviewing official's decision shall be
final except that an aggrieved applicant may appeal the decision to the board of
aldermen. This appeal must be in writing and filed within ten days of receiving the
reviewing official's decision. The decision of the reviewing official shall be in
writing and shall be provided to the applicant. The board of aldermen, within 20

days after receipt of the appeal, shall review the information as presented to the
reviewing official, and may affirm, reverse or send back for further review the
decision of the reviewing official. The board's decision shall be in writing and filed
with the city clerk, and shall be final.
(Code 1969, § 16-120)
Sec. 18-235. Issuance.
(a)

Security guard license. Upon approval of an application for a private security
guard's license by the reviewing official or on appeal to the board of aldermen,
the police department shall issue a license to the applicant, which shall bear the
name, address, race, age, signature, fingerprints and photograph of the
applicant, along with the name of the private security service for which the
applicant works.

(b)

Security service license. Upon approval of an application for a private security
service's license by the reviewing official or by the board of aldermen on appeal,
the police department shall issue the appropriate license to the applicant.

(Code 1969, § 16-121)
Sec. 18-236. Term and renewal.
Licenses issued under this article shall be valid for one year from their date of issuance.
A license may be renewed, after a supplemental investigation by the police department, upon
payment of a $50.00 review fee.
(Code 1969, § 16-122)
Sec. 18-237. Suspension or revocation.
Upon information provided to the chief of police, the chief may take action to suspend or
revoke any private security service or security guard license in accordance with the following
provisions of this section:
(1)

Grounds. A license to operate as a private security service or private security
guard shall be suspended or revoked:
a.

For conviction of the license holder of any federal or state law or city
ordinance; or

b.

Upon proof that the holder or his or her employee, while acting in his or
her capacity as a private security guard:
1.

Was intoxicated or noticeably under the influence of intoxicating
liquor;

2.

Has disturbed the peace while so engaged;

3.

Has carried a concealed weapon in violation of law; or

4.

Has been convicted of any felony or misdemeanor, except for
traffic offenses not including driving under the influence of alcohol.

(2)

Right to hearing. A hearing shall be held within 14 days of receipt of the written
request pursuant to this section and service upon the license holder. No license
shall be revoked until after a hearing has been held.

(3)

Conduct of hearing; appeals. All hearings held under this section shall be held
before the chief of police or a reviewing official appointed by the chief of police.
The licensee shall be given full opportunity to present his or her case and
confront and cross examine opposing witnesses, and may be represented, if he
or she desires, by an attorney. Within ten days after the hearing, the hearing
officer shall issue a written opinion setting forth his or her decision and the
grounds therefor. A copy of the decision shall be provided to the licensee in
question. The decision of the hearing officer shall be final except that the
aggrieved licensee may appeal the decision to the board of aldermen within ten
days of receipt of the hearing officer's decision. The city council shall, within 20
days after receipt of the appeal, review the information as presented to the
hearing officer, and may affirm or reverse the hearing officer's decision.

(Code 1969, § 16-123)
Sec. 18-238. Liability insurance—Required.
(a)

Private security service. No license shall be issued under this article to a private
security service unless there is in full force and effect a liability insurance policy
in the amount of $300,000.00 as combined single limit coverage for bodily injury
and property damage resulting from any one incident. The policy shall insure to
the benefit of any party who shall be injured or who shall sustain damage to
property proximately caused by the negligence or wrongful conduct of a licensee,
or his or her servants or agents. The policy, or proof thereof, shall be filed with
the city police department. The policy shall be issued by an insurance company
authorized to do business in this state.

(b)

Private security guards. No license shall be issued to any private security guard
where that individual is not employed by a private security service unless there is
in full force and effect a liability insurance policy in the amount of $20,000.00 as
combined single limit coverage for bodily injury and property damage resulting
from any one incident. The policy shall insure to the benefit of any party who
shall be injured or who shall sustain damage to property proximately caused by
the negligence or wrongful conduct of a licensee or his or her servants or agents.
The policy, or proof thereof, shall be filed with the city police department. The
policy shall be issued by an insurance company authorized to do business in this
state.

(Code 1969, § 16-125)
Sec. 18-239. Same—Notice of cancellation.
The insurance policy, or proof thereof, filed with the city police department, as required
by section 18-238 shall contain a provision or endorsement to the effect that the policy will not
be canceled for any cause by either party thereto unless and until 30 days' written notice is
given to the chief of police and that such 30-day notice, when given, shall commence to run
from the date notice is actually received at the office of the chief of police.
(Code 1969, § 16-126)

Sec. 18-240. Same—Failure to maintain.
Failure of any private security service, or private security guard, when that individual is
not employed by a private security service, to have liability insurance in force is cause for
revocation and cancellation of the license issued under the terms of this article.
(Code 1969, § 16-127)
Sec. 18-241. Transfer.
No license to any private security service may be sold, assigned, mortgaged or
otherwise transferred. Likewise, no license issued to an individual private security guard may be
sold, assigned or otherwise transferred.
(Code 1969, § 16-128)
Sec. 18-242. Disposition of revenue.
All licensing fees collected by the city police department under this article shall be
remitted to the city clerk by procedures to be jointly developed by the city police department and
the city clerk. All penalties or fines assessed and collected shall be remitted to the city clerk.
(Code 1969, § 16-129)
Secs. 18-243—18-265. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. PRECIOUS METALS AND GEMS DEALERS
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DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 18-266.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 18-267.

Five-day holding period.

Sec. 18-268.

Separation of items during holding period.

Sec. 18-269.

Log required to be maintained; availability for inspection.

Sec. 18-270.

Intent to resell presumed in criminal proceedings against dealers.

Secs. 18-271—18-280.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-266. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person, or his or her agents or employees, who shall violate any of the provisions of
this article shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Code 1969, § 24½-7)
Sec. 18-267. Five-day holding period.
It shall be unlawful for any such person engaging in the activity described in section
18-281, for a period of five days from the date of the purchase or other acquisition, to sell,

exchange, barter or remove from the place in which the business is conducted, or in case the
place of business is located in a motel or hotel, from the room in which the business is
conducted, or such other place as may be approved by the chief of police, or to change the form
of any of the items by remounting, melting, cutting up or otherwise to change the form of any of
the items described in section 18-281.
(Code 1969, § 24½-3)
Sec. 18-268. Separation of items during holding period.
During the five-day period set forth and provided for in section 18-267, all items
described in section 18-281 shall be kept physically separated according to the date of
purchase or other acquisition and shall not be commingled with any other personalty.
(Code 1969, § 24½-4)
Sec. 18-269. Log required to be maintained; availability for inspection.
Every person dealing in the items described in section 18-281 shall maintain a log, in
duplicate, and shall enter on such log a clear and accurate description of any items described in
section 18-281 which are purchased or otherwise acquired; the date and amount of money or
other thing of value paid for the items; and the name, race, sex, driver's license (state and
number), residence and address of the seller. The seller and the purchaser shall each sign the
log acknowledging the accuracy of the description of the items sold and the consideration paid
for the items. For each day the person described in section 18-281 shall designate in his or her
application as a day on which he or she shall be open for business of the type described in this
article, such person shall deliver to the chief of police, in a manner designated by him or her, a
copy of the log concerning that day's business, whether transactions are consummated or not,
such copy of such log to be delivered by noon of the day following. The original log shall be
carefully preserved without alteration and shall at all times be open and available for inspection
by the chief of police or his or her designee. Failure to log each purchase or other acquisition of
any item described in section 18-281 shall constitute a separate violation of this article.
(Code 1969, § 24½-5)
Sec. 18-270. Intent to resell presumed in criminal proceedings against dealers.
In any criminal proceeding under this article, the holder of a permit issued pursuant to
the terms of this article shall be presumed to have acquired, purchased or otherwise come into
the possession of the items described in section 18-281 for purposes of resale.
(Code 1969, § 24½-8)
Secs. 18-271—18-280. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PERMIT
Sec. 18-281.

Required; term.

Sec. 18-282.

Application; false information.

Sec. 18-283.

Revocation upon conviction of article violation.

Secs. 18-284—18-305.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-281. Required; term.
Any person acquiring, purchasing or otherwise dealing in antique, used or scrap jewelry;
or flatware, silverware, silver, gold or other precious metals in whatever form, where the
purchase is for resale in its original form or as changed by remounting, melting, reforming,
remolding or recasting or for resale as scrap or in bulk, shall be required to obtain a permit from
the chief of police prior to engaging in such business, which permit shall be valid for not more
than six months.
(Code 1969, § 24½-1)
Sec. 18-282. Application; false information.
(a)

To obtain a permit, applicants shall supply to the chief of police the following
information: Name, social security number and date of birth of applicant; and if a
corporation, the names, social security numbers and dates of birth of all officers
and directors who shall be designated as to their office, and address of applicant;
and, in addition, if a corporation, the addresses of all officers and directors,
names of employees, social security numbers and dates of birth and their
addresses, criminal convictions, other than traffic offenses of applicant, officers,
directors and employees, street address of place from which business is to be
conducted and the location where items described in section 18-281 shall be
kept during the time period set forth in section 18-267, the days of the week and
hours of the day during which business will be conducted, and a photograph of
the applicant, officers, directors and employees, taken within 30 days
immediately prior to the date of the filing of the application, which picture shall be
two inches by two inches, showing the head and shoulders of such persons in a
clear and distinguishing manner.

(b)

A wilful providing of false information shall constitute a violation of this article.

(Code 1969, § 24½-2)
Sec. 18-283. Revocation upon conviction of article violation.
Upon conviction of a violation of any provision of this article, or upon the failure to
comply with its terms, the chief of police shall revoke any permit issued pursuant to the
provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 24½-9)
Secs. 18-284—18-305. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. PUNCHBOARDS
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Sec. 18-306.

Administration of article.

Sec. 18-307.

Penalty for failure to pay tax.

Sec. 18-308.

Tax imposed; amount; payment; collection.

Sec. 18-309.

Payment of tax not to legalize operation.

Secs. 18-310—18-330.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-306. Administration of article.
The administration of the provisions of this article shall be vested in and exercised by the
city clerk and payments of sums due hereunder shall be paid by the person liable therefor in the
office of the city clerk in advance on the first day of each month and before engaging in such
operations. The payments so received by the city clerk shall be handled and accounted for in
the same manner as other taxes collected by him or her.
(Code 1969, § 16-105)
Sec. 18-307. Penalty for failure to pay tax.
To facilitate the administration of the provisions of this article, the city clerk is hereby
authorized to prescribe the method and procedure governing the collection of the tax and
administration of the provisions of this article. Any person liable for the tax levied and imposed,
and who may fail to comply with the method and procedure so prescribed or who may fail to pay
the tax as and when due, shall be liable for a penalty in the sum of double the amount of the tax
due from such person.
(Code 1969, § 16-108)
Sec. 18-308. Tax imposed; amount; payment; collection.
There is hereby imposed and levied upon every person engaging or continuing, within
the corporate limits of the city, in possessing, exhibiting, using and operating any punchboards
or merchandise boards of any kind or character whatsoever in any place of business in the city,
a monthly tax in the sum or amount of $25.00 for each place of business or other public or
quasi-public establishment wherein or whereat such is done, for each month of operation or
fractional part thereof, in advance, which sum shall be paid and collected monthly in the manner
provided by this article.
(Code 1969, § 16-106)
Sec. 18-309. Payment of tax not to legalize operation.
The payment of any sum required under this article, or the issuance of a receipt for any
payment, shall not make lawful any activity, operation, business, employment, transaction or
thing done by any person that may be contrary to or violative of any law of the state, any
provisions of this Code or any other ordinance of the city, and nothing contained in this article
shall be construed as legalizing in any way the possession, exhibition, use and operation of any
punchboard or merchandise board of any kind or character whatsoever, the possession,
exhibition, use and operation of which is prohibited by law.
(Code 1969, § 16-107)
Secs. 18-310—18-330. Reserved.

ARTICLE VIII. PROHIBITED
ACTIVITIES xxii[8]
Sec. 18-331.

Applicability of article.

Sec. 18-332.

Tax on unlawful retail distribution imposed.

Sec. 18-333.

Tax on unlawful wholesale distribution imposed.

Sec. 18-334.

Payment of tax not to render transactions lawful.

Secs. 18-335—18-360.

Reserved.

Sec. 18-331. Applicability of article.
The provisions of this article shall apply to the sale or distribution of any property,
articles, products, beverages or commodities whatsoever, the sale or distribution of which is
prohibited either under the provisions of this Code, other ordinances of the city or the laws of the
state or of the United States.
(Code 1969, § 16-78)
Sec. 18-332. Tax on unlawful retail distribution imposed.
There is hereby imposed and levied upon every person engaging or continuing, within
the corporate limits of the city, in the operations of selling or distributing at retail or not for
resale, any tangible property, articles, products, beverages or commodities whatsoever, the sale
or distribution of which is prohibited by law, a monthly tax in the sum or amount of $65.00 for
each place of business or other establishment whereat or wherein such sale or distribution is
done by any such person. Such tax is hereby imposed and levied for each month of operation,
or fractional part thereof, in advance, which sum shall be paid and collected monthly in the
manner provided by this article; except, however, no person engaging or continuing, within the
corporate limits of the city, in the operations of selling or distributing at retail any illegal beverage
having an alcoholic content of less than 20 percentum by weight shall be liable to the $65.00
monthly tax imposed by this section, but such person shall pay a tax of only $25.00 per month.
(Code 1969, § 16-79)
Sec. 18-333. Tax on unlawful wholesale distribution imposed.
There is hereby imposed and levied upon every person engaging or continuing, within
the corporate limits of the city, in the operations of selling or distributing at wholesale or for
resale, any tangible property, articles, products, beverages or commodities whatsoever, the sale
or distribution of which is prohibited by law, a monthly tax in the sum or amount of $200.00 for
each place of business or other establishment whereat or wherein such sale or distribution is
done by any such person; provided, however, that if a person pays the tax provided for in this
section, such person shall not be liable for the tax imposed by section 18-332 for retailing out of
the same establishment or business house from which such person is conducting a wholesale
business. Such tax is hereby imposed and levied for each month of operation, or fractional part
thereof, in advance, which sum shall be paid and collected monthly in the manner provided by
this article.
(Code 1969, § 16-80)

Sec. 18-334. Payment of tax not to render transactions lawful.
The payment of any sum required under the provisions of this article, or the issuance of
a receipt for any payment, shall not make lawful any business, employment, transaction or the
sale or distribution of any property, articles, products, beverages or commodities which is
contrary to or violative of any law of the state, provisions of this Code or any other ordinance of
the city, and nothing contained in this article shall be construed as legalizing in any way the sale
or distribution of any property, articles, products, beverages or commodities, the sale of which is
prohibited by law.
(Code 1969, § 16-81)
Secs. 18-335—18-360. Reserved.

ARTICLE IX. BED AND BREAKFAST FACILITIES
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Sec. 18-361.

Definitions.

Sec. 18-362.

Purpose of article.

Sec. 18-363.

Facilities to be designated as historic.

Sec. 18-364.

Special use permit review.

Sec. 18-365.

Operation.

Sec. 18-366.

Use-related regulations.

Sec. 18-367.

Site-related standards.

Sec. 18-368.

Monitoring of visitors.

Sec. 18-369.

Preestablished bed and breakfast facilities.

Sec. 18-370.

List of facilities to be maintained by planning department.

Sec. 18-371.

Application fees.

Sec. 18-372.

Insurance.

Sec. 18-373.

Citizen complaint.

Sec. 18-374.

Voiding of special use permits; penalties for violations of article.

Sec. 18-375.

Appeal from decision of the board of adjustment.

Sec. 18-361. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Bed and breakfast facility means a residential establishment wherein units are rented to
transient guests on an overnight basis, and wherein breakfast is the only meal served to these
guests. See Bed and breakfast inn and Bed and breakfast residence.

Bed and breakfast inn with commercial meeting privileges means an owner-occupied or
residence-manager-run bed and breakfast facility with six or more units for rent and where
commercial meetings are permissible on the site.
Bed and breakfast inn without commercial meeting privileges means an owner-occupied
or resident-manager-run bed and breakfast facility with six or more units for rent and where no
commercial meetings are permitted on the site.
Bed and breakfast residence with commercial meeting privileges means an
owner-occupied bed and breakfast facility with a maximum of five units for rent and where
commercial meetings are permissible on the site.
Bed and breakfast residence without commercial meeting privileges means an
owner-occupied bed and breakfast facility with a maximum of five units for rent and where no
commercial meetings are permitted on the site.
Board of adjustment means as provided by section 14 of the city zoning ordinance.
Commercial meeting means any function, including but not limited to weddings,
banquets, luncheons, meetings, parties, fundraisers or other gatherings for compensation. The
size of a facility and number of persons permissible at a commercial meeting in a bed and
breakfast facility is governed by the city fire code. See sections 18-366 and 18-367.
Owner means a person who owns at least 25 percent interest in the dwelling or the
outstanding shares of stock in a corporation or other legal entity owning such dwelling. See
section 18-364.
Owner-occupied means the majority of nights annually are spent living and residing at
such dwelling by the owner.
Resident manager means a person so designated by the owner who spends a majority
of nights annually at the facility and who is responsible for the daily operations at a bed and
breakfast inn.
Unit means a bedroom for rent, regardless of whether or not it is included in a suite.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 2, 8-13-96)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 18-362. Purpose of article.
It is the purpose of this article to provide standards for the establishment and operation
of bed and breakfast facilities. This article is intended to allow for a more efficient use of large
houses in the city's historic districts and to systematically manage anticipated growth in tourism.
This article defines the standards and requirements for establishing a bed and breakfast facility
in a historic residence or neighborhood, for continuing to operate an existing bed and breakfast
facility and for conducting commercial meetings in a bed and breakfast facility. These
regulations enable owners of historic homes to maintain residential structures in a manner
which keeps them primarily in residential uses. The proprietor can take advantage of the scale
and the architectural and historical significance of a residence by introducing bed and breakfast
services to what would otherwise be a private home. In addition, the neighborhood benefits
because the property is preserved, is well-maintained and remains occupied. It is intended that
the operation of bed and breakfast facilities shall be compatible with the surrounding area by
averting adverse impacts, such as the commercialization of residential areas and demand on

street parking. The regulations are also designed to consider the support and/or opposition from
adjacent property owners and the immediate neighborhood.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 1, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-363. Facilities to be designated as historic.
The bed and breakfast facility shall be at least one of the following:
(1)

A property located within an existing local or National Register historic district.

(2)

A property listed on the National Register of Historic Places or a designated
National Historic Landmark.

(3)

A property designated a local landmark in accordance with chapter 102.

(4)

A property designated a state landmark with the state department of archives
and history.

A property owner has the right to apply for local designation status with the city historic
preservation commission or to pursue listing on the national register with the state department
of archives and history if such property is not designated as such and merits such designation.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 3, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-364. Special use permit review.
(a)

Bed and breakfast facilities require a special use permit. The permit process is
the same as for all other zoning board of adjustment applications. Each
application for special use must be accompanied by clear and convincing
evidence that there will be no substantial interference with the health, safety and
welfare of the general public, as well as the character and integrity of a
residential area. In addition, a bed and breakfast facility shall not promote the
commercialization of residential neighborhoods. All decisions for the granting of a
special use permit for the operation of a bed and breakfast facility will be made
on a case-by-case basis. The board of adjustment will work with each applicant
to accommodate both individual interests and the interests of the city, and
particularly those residents of the area in question.

(b)

The special use permit for a bed and breakfast residence or inn is not
automatically transferable to a subsequent owner or another property. The new
owner or prospective purchaser must submit a new application to the zoning
board of adjustment. A public hearing on the application must take place to
inform the public of changes happening in their neighborhoods and provide an
opportunity for public input on the change. Special consideration will be given to
properties previously operating as a bed and breakfast facility; however, all new
applications must meet the provisions set forth in this article.

(c)

In addition to the standards of this article, conditions of approval may be added to
the approved permits consistent with the intent and purpose of this article.

(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 4, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-365. Operation.

All facilities authorized pursuant to this article shall be owner-occupied or have a
resident manager, as defined in this article.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 5, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-366. Use-related regulations.
(a)

Accessory use. An accessory use is an existing building or structure which is
contiguous to the bed and breakfast facility or otherwise is part of the property on
which the bed and breakfast facility is located.

(b)

Commercial meetings.
(1)

Generally; granting of privileges. Under existing zoning regulations,
commercial meetings are prohibited in all residential areas. Under this
article, commercial meeting privileges will be granted in the following
manner:
a.

By the approval of a new application for a bed and breakfast inn
with commercial meeting privileges. The provisions of this article
will grant permission for commercial meetings, as defined by this
article, in bed and breakfast inns with six or more units without
separate application. A bed and breakfast inn tends to have larger
building and lot areas to accommodate the impact of a commercial
use in a residential area.

b.

By the approval of a new application for a bed and breakfast
residence with commercial meeting privileges. A bed and
breakfast residence with commercial meeting privileges (up to five
units) grants permission to the applicant to host commercial
meetings on a case-by-case basis if the applicant can prove that
all other requirements are met and that the proposed use will have
little or no negative impact on the surrounding neighborhood.

c.

By the approval of a separate application for commercial meeting
privileges in a preestablished bed and breakfast facility. Owners of
preestablished bed and breakfast facilities which are currently
engaged in what is defined in this article as commercial meetings
shall apply for commercial meeting privileges as provided in this
article by August 13, 1997.

(2)

Reports. Once commercial meeting privileges are granted to a bed and
breakfast inn, bed and breakfast residence or preestablished bed and
breakfast facility, the owner/operator must submit quarterly reports to the
board of adjustment. The reports shall reflect the type of events, date,
number of people and other such information as deemed necessary by
the board of adjustment.

(3)

Renewal. Commercial meeting status must be renewed annually. All
applications for commercial meeting privileges will be presented to the
board of adjustment for its consideration prior to approval.

(4)

Advertisement. On-site and off-site advertisement for commercial
meetings to be held in bed and breakfast facilities is prohibited. This
prohibition shall be applicable to all advertising, including specifically

billboards and daily newspapers. This prohibition will not preclude,
however, mailing or distribution of brochures or letters, whether on-site or
off-site, nor will it preclude the publication of advertisements in national,
regional, state or local travel and tourism periodicals. However,
publication in such periodicals shall not be made more than quarterly per
calendar year basis. Failure to comply will result in a fine and/or
revocation of bed and breakfast special use permit. See also subsection
18-367(b).
(5)

(6)

(c)

Prohibitions. Under the provisions of this article, commercial meeting
privileges are prohibited in the following:
a.

A bed and breakfast inn without commercial meeting privileges
(more than six units) where the owner has not applied for or has
not been granted commercial meeting status with a special use
permit.

b.

A bed and breakfast residence without commercial meeting
privilege (up to five units) where the owner has not applied for or
has not been granted commercial meeting status with a special
use permit.

c.

A preestablished bed and breakfast facility that has not applied for
and been granted commercial meeting privileges within the
one-year time period provided in this article.

Revocation. Failure to comply with conditions prescribed for commercial
meeting privileges will result in fines and/or revocation of the bed and
breakfast special use permit.

Service to guests. Alcohol and food services are outlined as follows:
(1)

Food services may only be provided to overnight guests of a bed and
breakfast facility or to the guests at a commercial meeting. The proprietor
must meet all the requirements and seek approval by the county board of
health.

(2)

Serving alcohol to overnight guests is allowed. The proprietor must meet
all requirements of the state alcohol beverage control commission in
order to serve alcohol at a bed and breakfast facility.

(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 6, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-367. Site-related standards.
(a)

Appearance and character. A certificate of appropriateness must be acquired by
an owner prior to any exterior alteration or modification to any bed and breakfast
facility as required in chapter 102.

(b)

Commercial meeting assembly space and number of people. An assembly space
is defined by fire codes as one continuous space. The maximum number of
persons attending a commercial meeting at a bed and breakfast facility may not
exceed one person per seven square feet of assembly space. At a commercial
meeting of 50 people or less, the assembly space must meet one person per
seven square feet; however, the assembly space does not have to be

continuous, for example, the sum of the square footage of two or three rooms.
These site-related standards for commercial meetings shall be in accordance
with the fire prevention code as adopted by the city. The square footage of
assembly space and the number or capacity of people therein who will be
attending such commercial meetings must be submitted in writing to the planning
department at time of an original application, or in the event of any change
thereafter, at the time of any renewal application.
(c)

Location. Bed and breakfast facilities may be located in any of the national, state
or local historic districts or landmarks enumerated in section 18-363. Bed and
breakfast facilities are an as-of-right use in commercially zoned areas within such
designated historic areas. However, a bed and breakfast facility may not be
located within 300 linear feet from the property line of another bed and breakfast
facility unless it can be sufficiently demonstrated that all of the provisions of this
article can be met, and that an additional bed and breakfast facility will have no
adverse effects on health, safety and welfare of the residents of the city and
particularly of the neighborhood and area affected. All applications for bed and
breakfast special use permit will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

(d)

Parking. One off-street parking space must be provided for each authorized unit.
Such parking does not include tandem (stacked) parking, parking in the front
yard of the dwelling or on-street parking. Off-street parking must be within 300
feet of a bed and breakfast facility, and proof of such parking (lease agreement,
site plan, etc.) must be provided to the city planning department at time of
application. The board of adjustment may require the screening of parking
(landscaping, fencing, etc.) as a condition of approval. On-street parking will be
acceptable on a case-by-case basis depending on individual neighborhood
parking conditions, site limitations or characteristics.

(e)

Signs. One nonilluminated building sign shall be permitted. Signs must meet the
guidelines set forth in section 86-106 et seq. Signs for commercial use in
residential areas must not exceed a total of four square feet and must not exceed
four feet from the bottom of the sign to the ground; off-premises signs and
billboards are prohibited. Displaying the name and/or address of the owners may
be permitted. Signs shall not include the words "hotel" or "motel." All other
banners or flags used for advertisement for bed and breakfast identification
purposes are prohibited.

(f)

Size. Bed and breakfast residences are limited to a maximum of five units for
guests. A bed and breakfast inn is limited to a minimum of six units and a
maximum of 25. All bed and breakfasts will be reclassified as such as of August
13, 1996. The purpose for reclassification is to be able to systematically manage
the different types of bed and breakfast facilities while meeting the purpose of
this article. In order to be classified a bed and breakfast inn, the owner must
demonstrate that the facility is of sufficient size to contain more rooms while
meeting the purpose of this article. Applications for bed and breakfast residences
and inns will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

(g)

Disabled accessibility. All bed and breakfast facilities are encouraged to meet the
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 7, 8-13-96)

Sec. 18-368. Monitoring of visitors.
All bed and breakfast facilities are encouraged to maintain a guest book for overnight
guests and for commercial meetings. It should include dates of stay, origin of visitors and the
dates of commercial meetings if permissible by the board of adjustment. The guest book may
serve as evidence if the bed and breakfast or commercial meeting privilege is in question or
under review by the board of adjustment.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 8, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-369. Preestablished bed and breakfast facilities.
(a)

(b)

Generally. A list of preestablished bed and breakfast facilities approved and/or
recognized as existing before August 13, 1996, is attached to Ordinance No.
1996-7, on file in the city offices, as exhibit A and made a part of this article for all
purposes.
(1)

Facilities operating without a special use permit before August 13, 1996.
Bed and breakfast facilities which were operating before August 13, 1996,
as reflected on exhibit A and which do not have a special use permit from
the board of adjustment may continue to operate as an approved special
use if the proprietor can show proof of a city privilege license issued prior
to August 13, 1996.

(2)

Facilities operating with a special use permit since 1992. Bed and
breakfast facilities operating under approved special use permits are
subject to the regulations of such permits, as well as under the terms of
this article. In the event of conflict, this article shall prevail, except as to
provisions regarding location as set forth in subsection 18-367(c).

Alterations and expansions to preestablished bed and breakfast facilities. The
approved special use status provided in this article applies only to the number of
bedrooms and size of the facility that existed as of September 13, 1996. Any
expansions of building area or alterations that increase the intensity of the facility
are subject to the provisions of this article through special use review and
approval by the zoning board of adjustment and as applicable by the city
preservation commission or other city or state agency. All bed and breakfast
facilities operating as of August 13, 1996, must meet all of the requirements and
criteria for any alteration to existing bed and breakfast operations. This includes,
but is not limited to the following:
(1)

Signage. Pursuant to the requirements of the city historic preservation
commission.

(2)

Exterior alterations or modifications. Pursuant to the requirements of the
city historic preservation commission.

(3)

Expansion. Pursuant to the requirements of the city zoning board of
adjustment.

(4)

Commercial meeting privilege. Pursuant to the requirements of the city
zoning board of adjustment.

(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 9, 8-13-96)

Sec. 18-370. List of facilities to be maintained by planning department.
A list of all bed and breakfast facilities heretofore or hereafter established in the historic
district or other districts covered by this article shall be maintained by the planning department,
and kept on file in the office of the city clerk, and shall be the official list of approved bed and
breakfast facilities in the city.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 10, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-371. Application fees.
Application fees for designation status shall be as follows:
(1)

New bed and breakfast inn . . . $150.00

(2)

New bed and breakfast residence without commercial meeting privileges . . .
100.00

(3)

Bed and breakfast residence with commercial meeting privileges, additional . . .
100.00

(4)

Commercial meeting privileges for preestablished bed and breakfast facilities:

Inns . . . 75.00
Residences . . . 50.00
(5)

Commercial meeting privileges annual renewal:

Inns . . . 75.00
Residences . . . 50.00
(6)

There shall be no annual renewal fee for bed and breakfast facilities without
commercial meeting privileges.

(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 11, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-372. Insurance.
Each person having a permit under this article shall carry general liability insurance
covering such operation, and which shall be kept on file in the city clerk's office. Owner must
present proof at the time of the initial permit and after from time to time as may be requested by
the city.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 12, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-373. Citizen complaint.
Any private citizen can voice concern or otherwise appear before the board of
adjustment in regard to noncompliance with the provision of this article, and such complaint, if
well taken by the board, shall be considered by the board in considering the permitting or
renewal for any bed and breakfast facility, including the granting of commercial meeting
privileges.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 13, 8-13-96)

Sec. 18-374. Voiding of special use permits; penalties for violations of article.
(a)

Special use permits for bed and breakfast facilities may be revoked for the
following:
(1)

Noncompliance with any provision of this article.

(2)

Failure to operate within a six-month period of issuance of the permit.
Exceptions will be granted for extenuating circumstances such as delayed
completion of renovations.

(3)

Violation of any city, state or federal law relevant to the operation of the
facility.

If a permit is revoked, it becomes null and void, and such use shall be terminated. A property
owner may reapply for a special use permit to operate a bed and breakfast facility after six
months of revocation.
(b)

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not to exceed
$100.00. Each day's continuance of a violation shall be considered a separate
offense and punishable as such. The owner of any bed and breakfast facility,
where anything in violation of this article shall be placed, or shall exist, and any
person who may having knowingly assisted in the commission of any such
violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense.

(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 14, 8-13-96)
Sec. 18-375. Appeal from decision of the board of adjustment.
Appeal from the decision of the board of adjustment in any case may be made as
provided in section 14 of the city zoning ordinance.
(Ord. No. 1996-7, § 15, 8-13-96)

Chapters 19—21 RESERVED
Chapter 22 CIVIL EMERGENCIES
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 22-1—22-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 22-1—22-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (CIVIL DEFENSE)
Sec. 22-26.

Definitions.

Sec. 22-27.

Intent and purpose of article.

Sec. 22-28.

Violation of article.

Sec. 22-29.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 22-30.

Organization created.

Sec. 22-31.

Emergency powers and duties.

Sec. 22-32.

Comprehensive emergency management plan.

Sec. 22-33.

The organization and private liability.

Sec. 22-34.

Funding.

Sec. 22-35.

Ordinances, rules and regulations conflicting with article suspended.

Sec. 22-26. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Attack means a direct or indirect assault against the county, city, its government, its
environs or the nation, by the forces of a hostile nation or the agents thereof, including assault
by bombing, radiological, chemical or biological warfare or sabotage.
Chief administrative officer means the president of the county board of supervisors and
the mayor of the city. The city and county, however, may by proper order specially designate
any official as chief administrative officer for purpose of this article.
City means the incorporated areas of Natchez that lie inside the city limits of the
municipality, geographically located within the city.
County means the unincorporated areas of Adams County that lie outside the city limits
of the city, geographically located within Adams County. The word "county" may include other
political jurisdiction where there exists an agreement that they be included under this article.
Director means the executive head of the civil defense office under the direction and
control of the county board of supervisors and the mayor and board of aldermen for the city.
Disaster means, but is not limited to, actual or threatened enemy attack, sabotage,
extraordinary fire, flood, storm, civil disorders, epidemic or other impending or actual calamity
endangering health, life or property or constituted government.
Disaster volunteer means any person duly registered, identified and appointed by the
director of civil defense and assigned to participate in the disaster preparedness or operational
activity.
Emergency forces means the employees, equipment and facilities of all county
departments, boards, institutions and personnel, equipment and facility distributed by, or
obtained from volunteer persons or agencies.
Emergency management (civil defense) means the preparation for and the carrying out
of all emergency measures and functions, other than functions for which military forces or other
federal agencies are primarily responsible, to prevent, minimize and repair injury, damage and
loss resulting from disasters or emergencies caused by or that would be caused by enemy
attack, sabotage, or other hostile action, or by natural, manmade or technological causes, and
the recovery therefrom. These measures and functions include, without limitation, firefighting

services, police services, medical and health services, rescue, engineering, warning services,
natural resource and technological management services, communications, radiological,
chemical and other special weapons defense, evacuation of persons from stricken or threatened
areas, emergency welfare services, emergency transportation, plant protection, temporary
restoration of public utility services, and other measures and functions related to civilian
protection, together with all other activities necessary or incidental to the preparation for and
carrying out of the measures and functions described in this definition.
Regulations means plans, programs, and other emergency procedures deemed
essential to disaster preparedness and operations.
Volunteer means contributing a service, equipment or facilities to the emergency
preparedness organization without renumeration.
(Code 1969, § 9-3)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Definitions, MCA 1972, § 33-15-5.
Sec. 22-27. Intent and purpose of article.
(a)

It is the intent and purpose of this article to establish an office that will ensure the
complete and efficient utilization of all of the city and county facilities to prepare
for and combat disaster resulting from enemy actions and other disasters.

(b)

The emergency management (civil defense) office will be the coordinating
agency for all activity in connection with disaster planning and operations; it will
be the instrument through which the city and county officials may exercise the
authority and discharge the responsibilities vested in them by the state
Emergency Management Law (MCA 1972, § 33-15-1 et seq.), and this article.

(c)

This article will not relieve the city or county department of the moral
responsibilities or authority given to it by the state statutes, county resolutions,
local ordinances, nor will it adversely affect the work by any volunteer agency
organized for relief in disaster emergencies.

(Code 1969, § 9-2)
Sec. 22-28. Violation of article.
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any of the provisions of this article or of the
regulations or plans issued pursuant to the authority contained in this article, or to willfully
obstruct, hinder or delay any member of the disaster forces in the enforcement of the provisions
of this article or any regulation or plan issued under this article.
(Code 1969, § 9-8)
Sec. 22-29. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person violating any provision of this article or any rule or regulation promulgated
under this article, upon conviction thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished by
a fine as provided by section 22-31.
(Code 1969, § 9-9)

Sec. 22-30. Organization created.
(a)

The county board of supervisors and the mayor and board of aldermen are
hereby authorized to create an organization for emergency management (civil
defense) utilizing to the fullest extent the existing agencies within the county. The
county board of supervisors and the mayor and board of aldermen shall be
responsible for the organization, administration and operations of the emergency
preparedness and operational forces of the city and county. The county board of
supervisors and mayor and board of aldermen will designate a line of succession
for those bodies to ensure that the necessary responsibility for direction and
control can be exercised in the event of absence or inability of a quorum to act.

(b)

The organization shall consist of the following:

(c)

(1)

An office of emergency management (civil defense) under the direction of
the mayor and board of aldermen and the county board of supervisors.
There shall be an executive head who shall be known as the director, and
such assistants and other employees as are deemed necessary for the
proper functioning of the organization.

(2)

The employees, equipment and facilities of the city and county
departments, boards and commissions, who will participate in the
emergency preparedness activities. Duties assigned to a department
shall be the same or similar to the normal duties of the department.

(3)

Volunteer persons and agencies offering service to and accepted by the
county.

The county board of supervisors and the mayor and board of aldermen, in
accordance with agreements with participating political subdivisions, will appoint
a director of emergency management (civil defense) who shall be a person well
versed and trained in planning and operations involving the many different
agencies which will operate to protect the public health, safety and welfare in the
event of danger from enemy attack or disaster. The director will act as an advisor
to the county board of supervisors and the mayor and board of aldermen during
emergencies.

(Code 1969, § 9-4)
Local organization of emergency management, MCA 1972, § 33-15-17.
Sec. 22-31. Emergency powers and duties.
(a)

The county board of supervisors and the mayor and board of aldermen may
exercise the emergency power and authority necessary to fulfill their general
powers and duties under this article and its judgment shall be the sole criteria
necessary to invoke emergency powers provided in this article and those
invested by state statutes listed in MCA 1972, § 33-15-17. The mayor and board
of aldermen and the county board of supervisors may convene to perform its
powers as the situation demands, and receive reports relative to disaster
preparedness activities.

(b)

The mayor and county board of supervisors and the board of aldermen may
promulgate such regulations, during any period when disaster threatens or when
a disaster has struck, as is deemed necessary to protect life and property and

preserve critical resource. Examples of those regulations, but they need not be
limited to those that follow, are:
(1)

Regulations prohibiting or restricting the movement of vehicles in order to
facilitate the work of disaster forces, or to facilitate the mass movement of
persons from critical areas within the political subdivision's jurisdiction.

(2)

Regulations pertaining to the movement of persons from areas deemed to
be hazardous or vulnerable to disaster.

(3)

Such other regulations necessary to preserve public peace, health and
safety. Regulations promulgated in accordance with law will be given
widespread circulation by proclamation published and uttered by
newspaper and radio. Any person violating the provisions of orders
issued by the mayor and board of aldermen and the county board of
supervisors pursuant to law during a proclaimed civil emergency shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by fine not exceeding $300.00 or
six months' imprisonment, or both such fine and imprisonment.

(c)

The city and county boards shall order disaster forces to the aid of other
communities when required in accordance with the statutes of the state, and it
may request the state, or a political subdivision of the state, to send aid to the
county in case of disaster where conditions in the county are beyond the control
of the local disaster forces.

(d)

The mayor and board of aldermen and the county board of supervisors may
obtain vital supplies, equipment and other properties found lacking and needed
for the protection of health, life and property of the people, and bind the city and
county for the fair value thereof.

(e)

The city and county governing board may require emergency services of any
county officer or employee. If regular forces are determined to be inadequate, the
governing board may require the services of such other personnel as can be
obtained that are available, including volunteer citizens. All duly authorized
persons rendering disaster emergency services shall be entitled to the privileges
and immunities as are provided by state law, local regulations and ordinances for
regular county employees and other registered and identified disaster workers.
Claims for appropriate compensation for this assistance will be processed when
conditions so warrant such consideration.

(f)

Under the supervision of the mayor and board of aldermen and the county board
of supervisors, the director shall be responsible for, but not necessarily limited to,
the following duties:
(1)

The director shall be responsible for the planning, coordination and
operation of the emergency preparedness and operations activity of the
political subdivision. Under the direction of the governing boards, he or
she shall maintain liaison with the state and federal authorities and the
authorities of other nearby political subdivisions to ensure the most
effective implementation of the local disaster plan.

(2)

The recruitment of volunteer personnel and agencies to augment those of
the political subdivision.

(3)

Negotiating and concluding agreements with owners or persons in control
of buildings or other property for the use of such buildings for sheltering
the public during disaster conditions and to designate these buildings as
public shelters.

(4)

Establish a public information program which will inform the people of the
actions required for the protection of their person and property in case of
disaster.

(5)

Conducting public practice alerts and tests to ensure the efficient
operations of the disaster forces and to familiarize residents with disaster
regulations, procedures and operations.

(6)

Coordinating the activity of all other public and private agencies engaged
in any disaster preparedness or operation activity.

(7)

Assuming such authority and conducting such activity as the governing
boards may direct to promote and execute the local disaster plan.

(8)

Establish a reporting system to keep the mayor and board of aldermen
and the county board of supervisors informed on the emergency
preparedness level in the political subdivision at all times.

(9)

Some of the duties ascribed to the mayor and board of aldermen and the
county board of supervisors may, at its discretion, be handled by the
director, but the responsibility and authority stems from and remains with
the board.

(Code 1969, § 9-5)
Mutual aid arrangements, MCA 1972, § 33-15-19; emergency use of state or local
personnel and equipment authorized, limitation of liability, MCA 1972, § 33-15-49;
Disaster Assistance Act of 1993, MCA 1972, § 33-15-301 et seq.
Sec. 22-32. Comprehensive emergency management plan.
(a)

A comprehensive emergency management plan shall be adopted and maintained
by order or resolution, upon recommendation of the civil defense director. In the
preparation of this plan as it pertains to the emergency management (civil
defense) organization, it is the intent that the services, equipment, facilities and
personnel of all existing departments, agencies, boards or commissions shall be
used to the fullest extent possible. When approved, it shall be the duty of all
concerned departments and agencies to perform the functions assigned by the
plan and to maintain their portion of the plan in a current state of readiness at all
times. The basic plan shall be considered supplementary to this article, and have
the effect of law whenever a disaster has been proclaimed. All plans developed
must be in accord with existing federal, state and local statutes and
understandings of the various departments involved.

(b)

There shall be prescribed in the local disaster plan those positions for which lines
of succession are necessary. In each department and agency, the responsible
person will designate and keep on file with the director, a current list of three
persons as successors to this position. The list will be in order of succession and
will as nearly as possible, designate persons best capable of carrying out all
assigned duties and functions.

(c)

Each department and agency head assigned responsibility in the basic plan shall
be responsible for carrying out all duties and functions assigned therein. Duties
will include the organization and training of assigned employees and volunteers.
Each department and agency head shall formulate the operational plan for his or
her service which, when approved, shall be an annex to and part of the basic
plan.

(d)

Amendments to the basic local disaster plan will be submitted to the mayor and
board of aldermen and the county board of supervisors for its approval. The civil
defense director will make recommendations to the governing boards relative to
proposed amendments. Such amendments shall take effect on the date of
approval unless action is taken by the board to invoke prior approval. If an
amendment is pending at the time that disaster is proclaimed under the
provisions of this article, the amendment will be considered approved and will
remain effective unless specifically revoked by the governing boards.

(e)

When a required competency or skill for a disaster function is not available within
the city or county government, the mayor and board of aldermen and the county
board of supervisors are authorized to direct the director to seek assistance from
persons outside of government. The assignment of duties, when of a supervisory
nature, shall also grant authority for the persons so assigned to carry out such
duties prior to, during and after the occurrence of a disaster. Such services from
persons outside the government may be accepted by the governing boards on a
volunteer basis. Such citizens shall be enrolled as disaster assistance volunteers
in cooperation with the heads of the department affected.

(Code 1969, § 9-6)
Orders, rules and regulations, MCA 1972, § 33-15-31.
Sec. 22-33. The organization and private liability.
(a)

Neither the city or the county, nor its agents and representatives, while acting in
good faith and without willful misconduct, complying with or attempting to comply
with any order, rule or regulation, shall be liable for any damage sustained to
persons or property as a result of such activity.

(b)

Neither any person owning or controlling real estate or other premises who
voluntarily and without compensation grants the city or county the right to license,
inspect, designate or use the whole or any part of such real estate or premises
for the purpose of sheltering persons during an actual, impending or practice
enemy attack or during an actual, impending or practice occurrence of natural or
manmade disasters shall be civilly liable for the death or injury to any person on
or about such real estate or premises by virtue of its use for civil defense
purposes, or loss of, or damage to, the property of such person, except in the
case of willful misconduct.

(Code 1969, § 9-7)
Sec. 22-34. Funding.

For the purpose of funding the city/county emergency management (civil defense)
council's functions, funds will be provided as authorized under the state emergency
management law (MCA 1972, §§ 33-15-23, 33-15-25(b) and 33-15-27).
(Code 1969, § 9-11)
Sec. 22-35. Ordinances, rules and regulations conflicting with article suspended.
At all times when the orders, rules and regulations made and promulgated pursuant to
this article shall be in effect, they shall supersede all existing ordinances, resolutions, orders,
rules and regulations insofar as the latter may be inconsistent with this article.
(Code 1969, § 9-12)

Chapters 23—25 RESERVED
Chapter 26 COURTS
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 26-1—26-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 26-1—26-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. MUNICIPAL COURT

xxvi[2]

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 26-26.

Crime stoppers surcharge.

Secs. 26-27—26-35.

Reserved.

Sec. 26-26. Crime stoppers surcharge.
In addition to any other monetary penalties and other penalties imposed by law, the City
of Natchez shall assess an additional surcharge in an amount not to exceed $2.00 on each
person upon whom the municipal court imposes a fine or other penalty for any misdemeanor,
other than offenses relating to vehicular parking or registration, to the benefit of the citizens of
the city for the local crime stoppers program. The proceeds from the surcharge will be used by
the city only to fund that city's support of the local crime stoppers program as authorized by
MCA 1972, § 45-39-15. The proceeds from the surcharge imposed by this subsection shall be
deposited into a special fund in the department of public safety's office of public safety planning
which shall promulgate rules and procedures relating to the administration of the special fund
and the disbursement of monies in the fund to participating cities. The maximum amount that a
municipality may receive from the special fund shall be an amount equal to the deposits made
into the fund by that entity, less one percent to be retained by the office of public safety planning
to defray the costs of administering the special fund. Interest earned on the special fund shall

remain in the fund and shall be used by the office of public safety planning to further defray the
costs of administering the special fund.
(Ord. No. 2011-1, § 1, 1-31-11)
Secs. 26-27—26-35. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAM
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Sec. 26-36.

Established.

Sec. 26-37.

Responsibility for carrying out program.

Sec. 26-38.

Public service—Condition or execution of sentence.

Sec. 26-39.

Same—In lieu of fine.

Sec. 26-40.

Service—In lieu of incarceration; request.

Sec. 26-41.

Same—Offender financially impaired.

Sec. 26-42.

Duties of probation counsellors.

Sec. 26-43.

Custody of offender during working hours.

Sec. 26-44.

Conditions and hours of work.

Sec. 26-45.

Satisfactory work performance required of offender.

Sec. 26-46.

Probationary status of offenders.

Sec. 26-47.

Recordkeeping.

Sec. 26-48.

City-county cooperation.

Sec. 26-36. Established.
There is hereby established the municipal court public service program pursuant to MCA
1972, §§ 21-23-1 et seq., 47-1-41, 47-1-47 and 63-11-3, annotated, and as amended, and
related statutes.
(Code 1969, § 17½-11)
Sec. 26-37. Responsibility for carrying out program.
The responsibility of carrying out the provisions and guidelines of this program shall
devolve on the mayor and board of aldermen through the municipal court and judge and the
persons named and vested with the charge, administration, and custody of persons under the
program in this division. Enforcement power shall vest in the municipal court by contempt power
or other measures under the law available to the court.
(Code 1969, § 17½-12)
Sec. 26-38. Public service—Condition or execution of sentence.

Upon conviction or plea of guilty or nolo contendere the municipal court, where the
objects of justice would be more likely met and when it is in the best interest of the city may in
its discretion sentence an offender as a condition of the suspension of sentence or the
execution of sentence, or any part thereof, or as an alternative to imposition of fine and/or
incarceration, to a period of public service. Community or public service work shall be with one
of the departments of the city, or other exclusively public agency or organization designated by
the mayor and board of aldermen and approved by the court. The sentence shall be specific as
to the number of hours to be worked. A combination of fine and public service work may be
ordered by the court.
(Code 1969, § 17½-13)
Sec. 26-39. Same—In lieu of fine.
In cases where the municipal court has imposed sentence of fine and payment of cost
therefor, and the offender fails to do so, the municipal court may order the offender to satisfy the
fine and costs by performing public service work in one of the departments of the city, or other
exclusively public agency or organization designated by the mayor and board of aldermen and
approved by the court. The offender shall be credited toward satisfaction of his or her fine at a
monetary rate per hour commensurate with the hourly rate of compensation ordinarily paid for
work similar to the work being performed by the offender, until such fine and costs are fully paid.
The minimum monetary credit shall be the rate of the highest current federal minimum wage.
(Code 1969, § 17½-14)
Sec. 26-40. Service—In lieu of incarceration; request.
In cases where an offender is ordered to serve a sentence of incarceration, such an
offender may voluntarily request that the court place him or her in the program. The court in its
discretion may so order, taking into consideration the nature of the offense, the public safety
and welfare, the reason for its original sentence of confinement and other factors thereof.
(Code 1969, § 17½-15)
Sec. 26-41. Same—Offender financially impaired.
An offender shall not be incarcerated if the offender is financially unable to pay a fine
and so states to the court, in writing, under oath, after sentence is pronounced, and the court so
finds (except if the offender failed or refused to comply with a prior sentence pursuant to MCA
1972, § 99-19-20, but such an offender may be required to perform public service work as
prescribed in this division.
(Code 1969, § 17½-16)
Sec. 26-42. Duties of probation counsellors.
(a)

The municipal court probation counsellors shall be charged with the presentence,
administrative, recordkeeping and reporting, and counselling functions of the
program. For potential program-eligible offenders, or at the court's request, a
presentence report shall be made consisting of the offender's criminal history,
educational level, employment history, ability of the offender to perform work, the

financial resources of the defendant, the other obligations (primarily family) of the
defendant, and such other information as the court may deem necessary.
(b)

The probation counsellor shall furnish to each offender ordered under
supervision a written statement of the conditions of the program, probation, or
suspension, and shall instruct him or her regarding the same. They shall keep
detailed records of their work and shall make such reports in writing as the court
or the mayor and board may require.

(Code 1969, § 17½-17)
Sec. 26-43. Custody of offender during working hours.
The chief executive of each city department or the head of the approved agency or
organization, which individual shall also be approved by the mayor, board, and court, shall have
custody and charge of any offender ordered by the court to perform public service work in the
department, agency or organization, while the offender is at work. Such executive shall
determine what is to be done (depending upon the needs of the city, agency, or the
organization, and the ability of the offender) and determine the rate of monetary credit. The
executive shall provide reasonable supervision of the offender, either in person or by deputy.
The executive or approved agency head shall report on a form provided by the court to the
probation counsellors, who shall in turn report to the court whether the performance of the
offender is satisfactory or unsatisfactory.
(Code 1969, § 17½-18)
Sec. 26-44. Conditions and hours of work.
Inherently dangerous work shall not be assigned to offenders. An offender shall not be
required to work in excess of the hours ordered by the court or in excess of the amount required
for satisfaction of his or her fine and costs. No offender shall be allowed to labor more than eight
hours per day, but shall be required, when able, to perform eight hours' labor each day. Where
appropriate and in the discretion of the court, weekend public service may be ordered.
(Code 1969, § 17½-19)
Sec. 26-45. Satisfactory work performance required of offender.
When assigned to perform public service work by the court, the offender must report at
the time and place ordered by the court and his or her supervisor/counselor and must render
satisfactory and full performance. If substantial compliance with the program or satisfactory
performance of the public service work is not rendered, the offender may be charged with
contempt of court and, if convicted, may be sentenced as provided by law.
(Code 1969, § 17½-20)
Punishment for contempt of court, MCA 1972, § 21-23-7(11).
Sec. 26-46. Probationary status of offenders.
Offenders ordered to perform public service under this program shall be deemed, unless
otherwise ordered by the court, on probation with the municipal court probation program and
subject to the conditions and requirements thereof.

(Code 1969, § 17½-21)
Probation program, MCA 1972, § 21-23-7(5).
Sec. 26-47. Recordkeeping.
Appropriate and approved forms shall be executed by the municipal judge, department
executive or agency head, probation counsellors, and offenders and shall be filed with the
record of the case. The municipal court clerk shall keep a record of the satisfaction of fines
under this program and make it a part of the annual report of the municipal court.
(Code 1969, § 17½-22)
Sec. 26-48. City-county cooperation.
In the spirit of cooperation and mutual benefit, the mayor and board of aldermen is
authorized to extend the program by agreeing with the county court, the county youth court, the
county board of supervisors, county justice courts, or county circuit court on terms for the
working of the municipal offenders with the public works programs of the county, and they, in
turn, reciprocating whenever appropriate, with the working of county offenders in the municipal
program. In so doing, the mayor and board of aldermen shall not agree to credit more per
working time period for the labor of any county offender than in its judgment the labor is worth to
the city, in order that in working of such county offenders the city shall not do so at a loss.
(Code 1969, § 17½-23)

Chapters 27—29 RESERVED
Chapter 30 ELECTIONS
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Sec. 30-1.

Endorsement of candidates by mayor and board.

Sec. 30-2.

Political activity.

Sec. 30-3.

Polling places.

Sec. 30-1. Endorsement of candidates by mayor and board.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall not, as an official body, endorse or otherwise
recommend, either directly or indirectly, the candidacy of any person, group or political body for
any office, whether elective or appointive.
(Code 1969, § 10-1)
Sec. 30-2. Political activity.
Any officer or employee other than the mayor and board of aldermen who shall solicit or
attempt to influence any person to vote for any particular candidate at any election held in such
city, or who shall in any manner contribute any money, labor or other valuable thing to any
person or organization for election purposes, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Code 1969, § 10-2)

Sec. 30-3. Polling places.
The polling places for all special, primary and general elections to be held by the city
shall be as follows:
Ward 1: Municipal Building (Council Chamber), South Pearl Street
Ward 2: Frazier Primary School, G. F. West Blvd.
Ward 3: Elks Lodge #553, Lower Woodville Road
Ward 4: United Rubber Workers Union Hall Local 303, Gayosa Ave.
Ward 5: National Guard Armory, Liberty Road
Ward 6: Duncan Park Canteen
(Code 1969, § 10-3; Ord. No. 1996-1, § 1, 1-23-96; Ord. No. 1999-7, § 1, 12-14-99; Ord. of
10-14-03, § 1)

Chapters 31—33 RESERVED
Chapter 34 ENVIRONMENT

xxix[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 34-1.

Nuisances.

Secs. 34-2—34-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 34-1. Nuisances.
All matters of common nuisance, declared to be such by the common law, are hereby
declared to be, when committed within the city, matters cognizable before the municipal court;
and all persons convicted of such offense are declared to be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Code 1969, § 19-3)
Abatement of nuisances, MCA 1972, §§ 21-19-1, 41-23-13; nuisances relating to
prostitution, controlled substances, etc., MCA 1972, § 95-3-1 et seq.
Secs. 34-2—34-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. NOISE

xxx[2]

Sec. 34-26.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 34-27.

Prohibition; generally.

Sec. 34-28.

Enumeration of specific unlawful noises.

Sec. 34-29.

Uses and activities exempted.

Sec. 34-30.

Permits for use of loudspeakers or other electrical devices.

Sec. 34-26. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction, shall be fined a minimum of $100.00 and/or sentenced to serve ten days in jail,
or both, for the first offense; and shall be fined a minimum of $250.00 and/or sentenced to serve
20 days in jail, or both, for the second offense; and shall be fined up to $1,000.00 and/or
sentenced to serve 30 days in jail, or both, for any subsequent offense. Each day such violation
is committed or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense.
(Code 1969, § 18-6)
Sec. 34-27. Prohibition; generally.
It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to make, continue or cause to be made
or continued, any loud or unusual noise which either disturbs or endangers the comfort, repose,
health, peace or safety of others within the limits of the city.
(Code 1969, § 18-2)
Sec. 34-28. Enumeration of specific unlawful noises.
The following acts, among others, are declared to be loud and disturbing noises in
violation of this article, but such enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive, namely:
(1)

Motor noises. Any noise made by the motor of any automobile, truck, tractor,
motorcycle, not reasonably required in the operation thereof under the
circumstances, and shall include, but not be limited to, backfiring and motor
racing.

(2)

Horns and signaling devices. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on
any automobile, motorcycle, trolley coach or other vehicle on any street or public
place of the city for an unreasonable period of time. The use of any signaling
device except one operated by hand or electricity; the use of any horn, whistle or
any other device operated by engine exhaust; and the use of any such signaling
device when traffic is for any reason held up.

(3)

Yelling and shouting. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, singing or blowing of
horns on the public streets, or at any time or place so as to disturb the quiet,
comfort, or repose of persons in any office, or in any dwelling, hotel, motel,
apartment or other type of residence, or of any persons in the vicinity.

(4)

Piledrivers, hammers, or other noisy appliances. The operation between the
hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of any piledriver, steam shovel, pneumatic
hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist or other appliance, the use of which is
attended by loud or unusual noise.

(5)

Tools. The use of or operation between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of
any power saw, poser planer, or other powered tool or appliance or saw or
hammer, or other tool, so as to disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of persons in
any dwelling, hotel, motel, apartment, or other type of residence, or of any person
in the vicinity.

(6)

Blowers. The operating of any noise-creating blower or power fan or any internal
combustion engine the operation of which causes noise due to the explosion of
operating gases or fluids, unless the noise from such blower or fan is muffled and
such engine is equipped with a muffler device sufficient to deaden such noises.

(7)

Exhausts. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine,
stationary internal combustion engine, or motor boat, except through a muffler or
other device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom.

(8)

Loading, unloading and opening of boxes. The creation of a loud and excessive
noise in connection with loading or unloading any vehicle or the opening and
destruction of bales, boxes, crates, and containers.

(9)

Hawkers, peddlers and vendors. The shouting and crying of peddlers, hawkers
and vendors which disturbs the peace and quiet of persons in the neighborhood.

(10)

Drums. The use of any drum or other instrument or device for the purpose of
attracting attention by creation of noise to any performance, show or sale.

(11)

Transportation of metal rails, pillars and columns. The transportation of rails,
pillars or columns of iron, steel or other material, over and along streets and
other public places upon carts, wagons, cars, trucks in any manner so as to
cause loud noises or to disturb the peace and quiet of persons in the vicinity
thereof pursuant to uniform city standards.

(12)

Animals, birds, fowls. The keeping of any animal, bird or fowl which, by causing
frequent or long continued noise, shall disturb the comfort or repose of persons in
the vicinity.

(13)

Radios, tape players, or other sound reproduction appliances. Any noise emitted
from a radio, tape player, tape recorder, record player, or television outdoors, on
or in any publicly owned property or place including, but not limited to, public
parks when such noise is audible to a person of normal hearing sensitivity 100
feet from the radio, tape player, tape recorder, record player, or television.

(14)

Music. The playing of music by a live band or other instruments or devices
utilizing sound equipment and/or the amplification of voices in any manner so as
to disturb the peace and quiet of persons in the vicinity thereof.

(Code 1969, § 18-3)
Sec. 34-29. Uses and activities exempted.
The following uses and activities shall be exempt from the noise prohibitions described
in other sections of this article:
(1)

Nonamplified crowd noises resulting from legal activities, between the hours of
7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.

(2)

Construction operations from which building permits have been issued, or
construction operations not requiring permits due to ownership of the project by
an agency of government, provided such equipment is operated with the
manufacturing mufflers and noise reducing equipment in use and in proper
operating condition.

(3)

Noises of safety signals, warning devices, and emergency pressure relief valves.

(4)

Noises resulting from any authorized emergency, fire or police vehicle when
responding to an emergency call, acting in time of emergency or in connection
with official police or fire department business.

(5)

Noises from emergency work, being work made necessary to restore property to
a safe condition following a public calamity or work required to protect persons or
property from an imminent exposure to danger or work by private or public
utilities when restoring utility service.

(6)

Noises made by places of worship using bells, chimes or carillons as part of their
religious observance and by persons having obtained a permit to use the streets.

(7)

Any aircraft operated in conformity with, or pursuant to, a federal law, federal air
regulations, and air traffic control instructions and pursuant to and within the duly
adopted federal air regulations. Any aircraft operating under technical difficulties
in any kind of distress, under emergency orders of air traffic control or being
operated pursuant to and subsequent to the declaration of any emergency under
federal air regulations, are also exempt.

(8)

All noises resulting from normal operations of railroad trains are exempt;
provided, however, that excessive use of railroad train signaling devices are
declared to be loud, disturbing, and unnecessary noises.

(9)

Use of public address systems in any ball park or stadium while an athletic
contest is in progress therein.

(10)

Cries for emergency assistance and warning calls.

(11)

Any other noise resulting from activities of a temporary duration and for which a
permit has been granted by the chief of police.

(Code 1969, § 18-4)
Sec. 34-30. Permits for use of loudspeakers or other electrical devices.
(a)

For parades or religious, social or political gatherings. The chief of police may
grant a temporary permit to persons desiring to use loudspeakers or other
electrical devices for parades or for religious, social or political gatherings to be
held in any park or other suitable place of assembly.

(b)

Application. Any permit issued under this section should be issued only on
written application which shall set forth the following:
(1)

A description of the premises for which the permit shall issue.

(2)

The dates and times for which the permit is to be issued.

(3)

The name and address of the person applying for the permit.

(4)

Any facts which would show that the activity for which the permit is sought
would not disturb the peace of any family or person within the area into
which the sound shall carry.

(5)

The application shall designate a responsible person to be present during
the activity. Such person shall be responsible for conducting the activity in
compliance with the provisions of the permit and must be present at all
times.

(c)

(6)

Other such information as the chief of police shall deem necessary and
proper.

(7)

The application shall become a part of any permit issued.

Issuance. The chief of police shall issue a permit only upon a showing that the
activity will not disturb the peace of any family or person within the area within
which the noise will carry. A permit shall be issued or denied within 15 days of
receipt of a completed, signed application. The chief of police shall consider the
following factors in considering whether to grant such a permit:
(1)

The anticipated noise.

(2)

The time of day the activity is to take place.

(3)

The proximity of the activity to residential areas, schools, churches or
other meeting places.

(4)

Prior complaints from residents as a result of other similar activities.

If a permit is denied, the applicant may appeal the decision to the mayor and board of aldermen.
Any such appeal shall be taken not more than ten days from the denial of a permit by giving
notice of the appeal to the city clerk.
(d)

Revocation. The chief of police shall have the authority to revoke any permit
issued on the finding of any of the following:
(1)

The activity is being conducted in a manner inconsistent with the permit,
including the description of the activity as set out in the application.

(2)

The activity is causing a disturbance of the peace of families or persons
within the area into which the sound carries.

(3)

There is any misrepresentation of the activity on the application for the
permit.

(4)

Other good cause.

(Code 1969, § 18-5)

Chapters 35—37 RESERVED
Chapter 38 FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 38-1—38-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 38-1—38-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. FIRE DEPARTMENT
Sec. 38-26.

Created.
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Sec. 38-27.

Composition.

Sec. 38-28.

Control and maintenance of firefighting equipment.

Sec. 38-29. Only members of department to ride upon engines, hook and ladder truck, or
hose reel truck.
Secs. 38-30—38-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 38-26. Created.
There is hereby created a fire department of the city.
(Code 1969, § 11-12)
Sec. 38-27. Composition.
The fire department shall consist of the chief of the fire department, all paid firefighters
and members of the department, by whatever title designated, that may be employed by the city
as firefighters or members of the department and any and all volunteer firefighters who may
individually, or as members of any volunteer fire company or organization offer their services to
the department as regular volunteer firefighters and whose services as such may be accepted
by the chief of the fire department.
(Code 1969, § 11-13)
Sec. 38-28. Control and maintenance of firefighting equipment.
All firefighting equipment of the city shall be under the control and care of the fire
department. The proper and efficient care and maintenance of the same shall be under the
direction and the responsibility of the chief of the fire department.
(Code 1969, § 11-14)
Sec. 38-29. Only members of department to ride upon engines, hook and ladder truck,
or hose reel truck.
Only members of any fire engine, hook and ladder or hose reel company, connected
with the fire department, shall be permitted to get on or ride upon any engine, hook and ladder
truck or hose reel truck, while such engine or truck may be on its way to or from any fire, or
responding to or returning from any alarm of fire. It shall be unlawful for any person, not a
member of such companies, to get on or ride or attempt to get on or ride on such engines,
trucks or reels.
(Code 1969, § 11-15)
Secs. 38-30—38-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. FIRE PREVENTION CODE
Sec. 38-51.

Adoption.

Sec. 38-52.

Application of certain fire code definitions.

Sec. 38-53.

Establishment and duties of bureau of fire prevention.

Sec. 38-54.

Modifications.

Sec. 38-55.

Appeals.

Sec. 38-56.

New materials, processes or occupancies which may require permits.

Sec. 38-57.

Burning of articles containing rubber.

Sec. 38-51. Adoption.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Fire Prevention Code is adopted by
reference, published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made subsequent
thereto.
(Code 1969, § 11-26(a); Ord. No. 1994-11, 12-13-94, § 1(c); Ord. No. 1998-6, § 1, 10-27-98;
Ord. No. 2003-3, § 1(c), 4-8-03)
Adoption of technical codes by reference authorized, MCA 1972, § 21-19-25; examination
of local fire prevention codes, MCA 1972, § 45-11-101.
Sec. 38-52. Application of certain fire code definitions.
(a)

Whenever the word "municipality" is used in the fire prevention code, it shall be
held to mean the city.

(b)

Whenever the term "corporation counsel" is used in the fire prevention code, it
shall be held to mean the city attorney.

(Code 1969, § 11-28)
Sec. 38-53. Establishment and duties of bureau of fire prevention.
(a)

The fire prevention code shall be enforced by the bureau of fire prevention in the
fire department of the city.

(b)

The chief in charge of the bureau of fire prevention shall be appointed by the
mayor and board of aldermen on the basis of examination to determine his or her
qualifications. His or her appointment shall continue during good behavior and
satisfactory service, and he or she shall not be removed from office except for
cause after public trial.

(c)

The chief of the fire department may detail such members of the fire department
as inspectors as shall from time to time be necessary. The chief of the fire
department shall recommend to the mayor and board of aldermen the
employment of technical inspectors, who, when such authorization is made, shall
be selected through an examination to determine their fitness for the position.
The examination shall be open to members and nonmembers of the fire
department, and appointments made after examination shall be for an indefinite
term with removal only for cause.

(d)

A report of the bureau of fire prevention shall be made annually and transmitted
to the mayor. It shall contain all proceedings under the fire prevention code, with
such statistics as the chief of the fire department may wish to include therein.
The chief of the fire department shall also recommend any amendments to the
code which, in his or her judgment, shall be desirable.

(Code 1969, § 11-27)
Administration, ch. 2.
Sec. 38-54. Modifications.
The chief of the bureau of fire prevention shall have power to modify any of the
provisions of the fire prevention code upon application in writing by the owner or lessee, or his
or her duly authorized agent, when there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the
strict letter of the code, provided that the spirit of the code shall be observed, public safety
secured, and substantial justice done. The particulars of such modification, when granted or
allowed, and the decision of the chief of the bureau of fire prevention thereon shall be entered
upon the records of the department. A signed copy shall be furnished the applicant.
(Code 1969, § 11-32)
Sec. 38-55. Appeals.
Whenever the chief of the fire department shall disapprove an application or refuse to
grant a permit applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the code do not apply or
that the true intent and meaning of the code have been misconstrued or wrongfully interpreted,
the applicant may appeal from the decision of the chief of the fire department to the mayor and
board of aldermen within 30 days from the date of the decision appealed.
(Code 1969, § 11-33)
Sec. 38-56. New materials, processes or occupancies which may require permits.
The mayor, the chief of the fire department and the chief of the bureau of fire prevention
shall act as a committee to determine and specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity
to be heard, any new materials, processes or occupancies, which shall require permits, in
addition to those now enumerated in the fire prevention code. The chief of the bureau of fire
prevention shall post such list in a conspicuous place in his or her office, and distribute copies
thereof to interested persons.
(Code 1969, § 11-34)
Sec. 38-57. Burning of articles containing rubber.
It shall be unlawful for any person to burn or cause to be burned within the city any
automobile, bicycle, truck or tractor tire or tube or any other thing or article made of rubber or
that contains any rubber, either natural or synthetic, therein.
(Code 1969, § 11-35)
Waste tires, MCA 1972, § 17-17-401 et seq.

Chapters 39—41 RESERVED
Chapter 42 HEALTH AND SANITATION
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 42-1.

Adoption of state department of health rules and regulations.

Secs. 42-2—42-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 42-1. Adoption of state department of health rules and regulations.
All rules and regulations of the state department of health are hereby adopted as those
of the city, and shall govern all persons, businesses and establishments within the confines of
the city to which the state department rules and regulations may apply; especially, the following
publications of the state department of health, copies of which are on file in the office of the city
clerk, are, pursuant to the provisions of MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, hereby adopted and made as
much a part of this Code as if every word, sentence, section and part were set out in this
chapter: "Sanitary Regulations, Volume I" and "Rules and Regulations Governing Reportable
Diseases." Whenever such publications are in conflict with any laws of the city or state, such
laws shall prevail.
(Code 1969, § 14-1)
Secs. 42-2—42-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. FOOD
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Sec. 42-26.

Place of sale generally.

Sec. 42-27.

Exception to section 42-26.

Secs. 42-28—42-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 42-26. Place of sale generally.
It shall be unlawful for any person, except as otherwise provided by this article, to store
or exhibit for sale, offer for sale or sell at retail within the city limits any fruits, melons,
vegetables, fowl, fish, animals, or parts thereof, or produce of any kind, except in an enclosed
structure.
(Code 1969, § 12-1)
Local regulation of transient vendors, MCA 1972, § 21-19-35; vegetable marketing, MCA
1972, § 69-7-401 et seq.; transient vendors generally, MCA 1972, § 75-85-1 et seq.
Sec. 42-27. Exception to section 42-26.
The sale of fruits, melons, vegetables, or produce of any kind by a person who has
raised or produced the same, or for whom the same has been raised or produced by others

employed by him or her for that purpose, including tenants, or by a person in the employ of a
person who has raised or produced the same shall not be required to sell his or her product
within an enclosure as required by section 42-26.
(Code 1969, § 12-2)
Secs. 42-28—42-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. MOSQUITO CONTROL
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Sec. 42-51.

Definitions.

Sec. 42-52.

Collections of water—Permitting prohibited.

Sec. 42-53.

Same—Method of treatment.

Sec. 42-54. Same—Presence of mosquito larvae as evidence; duty to prevent breeding after
notice.
Sec. 42-55.

Failure to prevent breeding after notice; work to be done by city; cost.

Sec. 42-56.

Right of entry for purpose of making inspections.

Sec. 42-57.

Report of breeding places.

Sec. 42-58.

Violation continuing past three days; each day constitutes separate offense.

Secs. 42-59—42-80.

Reserved.

Sec. 42-51. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Collection of water means that contained in ditches, pools, ponds, streams, excavations,
holes, depressions, open cesspools, fountains, cisterns, tanks, shallow wells, barrels, troughs,
urns, cans, boxes, bottles, tubs, buckets, roof gutters, tanks of flush closets, reservoirs, vessels,
tires, receptacles of any kind, or other containers or devices which may hold water.
Health officer means the health officer of the county.
(Code 1969, § 14-11)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 42-52. Collections of water—Permitting prohibited.
It shall be unlawful for any person to have, keep, maintain, cause or permit, within the
corporate limits of the city any collection of standing or flowing water in which mosquitoes breed
or are likely to breed, unless such collection of water is so treated as to effectually prevent such
breeding.
(Code 1969, § 14-12)

Sec. 42-53. Same—Method of treatment.
The methods used or treatment directed toward the prevention of breeding of
mosquitoes in collections of water shall be of a type approved by the county health officer. The
health officer shall, from time to time, issue mosquito control regulations.
(Code 1969, § 14-13)
Sec. 42-54. Same—Presence of mosquito larvae as evidence; duty to prevent breeding
after notice.
The presence of mosquito larvae in collections of water shall be evidence that
mosquitoes are breeding there, and failure to prevent such breeding within three days after
notice by the county health officer, his or her authorized representative, or the mayor or his or
her authorized representative, be it police officer, housing inspector, or firefighter shall be
deemed a violation of this article.
(Code 1969, § 14-14)
Sec. 42-55. Failure to prevent breeding after notice; work to be done by city; cost.
Should the person responsible for the conditions giving rise to the breeding of
mosquitoes fail or refuse to take necessary measures to prevent the same within three days
after due notice has been given to him or her by the health officer or his or her representative, or
the mayor or his or her representative, is hereby authorized to do so, and all necessary costs
incurred by him or her for this purpose shall be charged against the property owner or other
person offending, as the case may be.
(Code 1969, § 14-15)
Sec. 42-56. Right of entry for purpose of making inspections.
For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this article, the health officer or his or her
representative, or the mayor or his or her representative, acting under their respective
authorities, may at all reasonable times enter in and upon any premises within their jurisdiction;
and any person charged with any of the duties imposed by this article, as stated in the notice of
the health officer or the mayor, as the case may be, who fails to perform such duties or to carry
out the necessary measures to the satisfaction of the health officer or the mayor, shall be
deemed guilty of a separate violation of this article.
(Code 1969, § 14-16)
Sec. 42-57. Report of breeding places.
It shall be the duty of the chief of police and all members of the police department of the
city to make diligent search and inquiry to ascertain whether or not there are cans or other
possible containers of water, cesspools, standing water or unscreened cisterns upon any
property in the city having a front on any street or alley or upon the sidewalks or neutral ground
of the same, and to make due report of all such to the mayor, the health officer or their
authorized representatives.
(Code 1969, § 14-17)

Sec. 42-58. Violation continuing past three days; each day constitutes separate offense.
Each day of violation of this article, beyond the three days set forth in section 42-54,
shall constitute and be conclusive of a separate offense.
(Code 1969, § 14-18)
Secs. 42-59—42-80. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. CONDITION OF PREMISES
Sec. 42-81.

Offensive accumulations.

Sec. 42-82.

Abatement by city.

Sec. 42-83.

Declaration of lien.

Secs. 42-84—42-105.
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Reserved.

Sec. 42-81. Offensive accumulations.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to make, use, or permit in any dwelling house,
shop, store, factory, outhouse, cellar, yard, lot or any other place within the city, a
noisome or offensive liquid, or substance of any character whatever, prejudicial
to the health, or so offensive to the sight or smell as to be a nuisance to the
neighborhood or liable to become so.

(b)

It shall be unlawful for any person owning or exercising management care,
custody or control of any lot in the city to permit weeds, grass or any kind of
offensive vegetable growth to grow over a height of 12 inches.

(Code 1969, §§ 14-28, 14-29; Ord. No. 1999-1, § 1, 2-23-99)
Sec. 42-82. Abatement by city.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall clean the land, by the use of municipal
employees or by contract, by cutting weeds; filling cisterns; removing rubbish, dilapidated
fences, outside toilets, dilapidated buildings and other debris; and draining cesspools and
standing water therefrom, as provided in MCA 1972, § 21-19-11.
(Code 1969, § 14-30)
Sec. 42-83. Declaration of lien.
The assessment for the work described in section 42-82 shall be a lien against the
property and may be enrolled in the office of the county circuit clerk as other judgments are
enrolled. The city tax collector shall, upon order of the mayor and board of aldermen, proceed to
sell such land to satisfy the lien as now provided by law for the sale of lands for delinquent
municipal taxes.
(Code 1969, § 14-31)
Secs. 42-84—42-105. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. SMOKING
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 42-106—42-115.

Reserved.

Secs. 42-106—42-115. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS
Sec. 42-116.

Definitions.

Sec. 42-117.

Smoking prohibited.

Secs. 42-118—42-140.

Reserved.

Sec. 42-116. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
City municipal building means any building in the city used and occupied by employees
of the city for municipal purposes including, but not limited to, the city hall, the police station, all
fire stations and any other building or structure used by employees of the city. There shall also
be included within the definition of a city municipal building, any building owned or leased by the
city and used or occupied by another governmental body or nonprofit organization or
association.
(Code 1969, § 14-62; Ord. No. 1994-4, § 1, 5-24-94)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 42-117. Smoking prohibited.
No person shall smoke or carry a lighted cigar, cigarette or pipe in any city municipal
building located in the city at any time.
(Code 1969, § 14-63; Ord. No. 1994-4, § 2, 5-24-94)
Secs. 42-118—42-140. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. DISPOSAL OF MANURE
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Sec. 42-141.

Enforcement of article.

Sec. 42-142.

Receptacles required.

Sec. 42-143.

Deposit in receptacles required.

Sec. 42-144.

Removal.

Sec. 42-145.

Use of manure as fertilizer.

Secs. 42-146—42-170.

Reserved.

Sec. 42-141. Enforcement of article.
It shall be the duty of the county health officer and of all police officers vested with police
powers to see that the provisions of this article are enforced, and to cause all violators to be
prosecuted.
(Code 1969, § 14-42)
Sec. 42-142. Receptacles required.
Every person owning, controlling, operating or having charge of any stable, barn or other
place where horses, mules, cows or other livestock are kept within the city, whether as owner,
lessee, employee or agent, shall maintain at all times upon the premises in or adjacent to the
stable, barn or place, a flytight receptacle of sufficient dimensions for the purpose of holding and
containing droppings of manure from such livestock.
(Code 1969, § 14-43)
Sec. 42-143. Deposit in receptacles required.
All manure shall be promptly deposited in the receptacles required therefor by the
provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 14-44)
Sec. 42-144. Removal.
Manure deposited in the receptacles, as provided in this article, shall be removed from
the premises at least once each week.
(Code 1969, § 14-45)
Sec. 42-145. Use of manure as fertilizer.
No manure shall be used as a fertilizer on gardens or other open areas in the city,
between May 15 and October 15 in each year, unless and until thoroughly mixed with soil and
so covered with soil that flies will not be attracted thereto.
(Code 1969, § 14-46)
Secs. 42-146—42-170. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. SAFE DRINKING WATER
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 42-171.

Purpose.
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Sec. 42-172.

Definitions.

Secs. 42-173—42-190.

Reserved.

Sec. 42-171. Purpose.
As required by the Mississippi Safe Drinking Water Act and the regulations of the
Mississippi State Department of Health, this cross connection ordinance has been officially
adopted by the Board of Alderman of the City of Natchez to protect the drinking water from
possible contamination.
(Ord. No. 1999-2, 8-24-99)
Sec. 42-172. Definitions.
Water system: Whenever this term is used in this document it shall mean the Natchez
Water Works System.
Potable water: Water that is acceptable for human consumption.
Nonpotable water: Water not acceptable for human consumption or of unknown quality.
Cross connection: Any arrangement of piping where a potable water line is connected to
nonpotable water; it may be a pipe-to-pipe connection where potable and nonpotable water
lines are directly connected, or pipe-to-pipe water connection where the potable water outlet is
submerged in nonpotable water. If the potable and nonpotable source are separated by gate
valves, check valves or devices other than the appropriate backflow preventer as outlined by
this article, a cross connection exists. Bypass arrangements, jumper connections, swivel or
change over assemblies, or other temporary or permanent assemblies through which, or
because of which, backflow may occur are considered to be cross connections.
Backflow: The reversal of normal flow direction where water flows from the intended
point of delivery toward the supply.
Back pressure backflow: Backflow caused by a lower pressure in the potable supply
than at the point of delivery.
Back siphonage backflow: Backflow caused by a negative pressure in the potable supply
line.
Health hazard, (high hazard): Contamination with the potential to endanger the health
and well being of the consumer.
Nonhealth hazard, (low hazard): Contamination that will not endanger the health of the
consumer, but does not meet established water quality standards for public water systems.
(Ord. No. 1999-2, 8-24-99)
Secs. 42-173—42-190. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PROTECTION
Sec. 42-191.

Backflow prevention assembly requirement.

Sec. 42-192.

Responsibilities.

Sec. 42-193.

Testing of backflow prevention devices.

Sec. 42-194.

Violations and penalties.

Sec. 42-191. Backflow prevention assembly requirement.
(a)

Elimination and protection of cross connections. Cross connections occurring
within the water system shall be eliminated or protected with the appropriate
backflow preventer. Cross connections are eliminated by establishing an air gap
between the potable and nonpotable sources. Cross connections are protected
by installing the appropriate backflow preventer. It shall be the responsibility of
the owner of the property where a cross connection exists to eliminate the cross
connection or protect the cross connection with a backflow preventer approved
by the city inspection department and the Natchez Water Works.

(b)

Connections to sewer. Direct connections, permanent or temporary, between the
water system and a sanitary or storm sewer are prohibited.

(c)

Home wells. A backflow preventer approved and inspected by the city inspection
department is required for all home wells. Home wells are required to be
separate from the Natchez Water Works water system.

(d)

Approved backflow prevention assemblies. Only backflow prevention assemblies
approved by the Mississippi State Department of Health shall be installed on the
Natchez Water Works system to comply with this article.

(e)

Installation requirements. Reduced pressure principle assemblies, double check
valve assemblies, and pressure vacuum breakers shall be installed in a manner
and location that provides adequate access for testing and repair of the
assembly. Reduced pressure principle assemblies and double check valve
assemblies shall not be subject to possible flooding. Reduced pressure principle
assemblies and double check valve assemblies shall not be installed in a pit or
enclosure below ground level.

(Ord. No. 1999-2, 8-24-99)
Sec. 42-192. Responsibilities.
(a)

Surveys. The city inspection department shall conduct surveys and on-site visits
as necessary to locate existing cross connections. Single family dwellings and
multifamily dwellings designed to house no more than eight families shall not be
included in this survey unless the inspections department inspector has reason to
believe a cross connection exists. Upon completion of the survey, the Mississippi
State Department of Health will be notified as required.

(b)

Right of entry. The city inspection department shall have the right to enter any
nonresidential building, during reasonable hours, to inspect the plumbing system
installed in any such building or premises provided prior notification of the
inspection is given. The authorized agent shall first obtain consent of the owner
to enter any single family dwelling.

(c)

Classification of hazard. Each cross connection found will be classified as high
hazard or low hazard by the inspection department. If a connection is found to be
a high hazard cross connection, the owner of the connection shall be notified in
writing within ten days, that the cross connection must be eliminated or protected
by the installation of a backflow preventer approved by the inspection department
and the water works within 90 days of notification. If the connection is found to be
a low hazard cross connection, the owner of the connection shall be notified
within ten days, that the connection shall be eliminated or protected by a
backflow preventer approved by the inspection department and the water works
within one year of notification.

(d)

Selecting and installing the appropriate backflow preventer. It shall be the
responsibility of the city inspection department, acting through its agent, to
determine the type of backflow preventer required at each cross connection and
the location where the backflow preventer will be installed. The type of backflow
preventer and the required installation location will be selected by the inspection
department utilizing guidelines published by the Mississippi State Department of
Health. It is the responsibility of the property owner to have the appropriate
backflow preventer installed in accordance with this article.

(e)

Existing backflow preventers. Any backflow prevention device or assembly
installed on the Natchez water system to protect the water system against the
possibility of backflow from a customer's water service prior to the adoption of
this article shall be governed by this article. Existing backflow preventers shall be
inspected and tested within 90 days of notification.

(f)

Review of meter applications. The city inspection department, acting through its
authorized agent, shall review all applications for new meters to determine if a
cross connection will be created. The inspection department shall require the
installation of an approved backflow preventer at all new connections where a
cross connection will be created.

(g)

Inspections. The city inspections department, acting through its authorized agent,
will periodically inspect any connection of the water system as deemed
necessary to insure cross connections have not been created. These inspections
may be conducted without prior notice to the customer.

(h)

Record keeping. The Natchez Water Works shall maintain records of the type,
size, and location of each backflow preventer installed on the system, when each
backflow preventer is due to be tested, and the results of each test. Records
shall be maintained for five years from date of test and inspection.

(Ord. No. 1999-2, 8-24-99)
Sec. 42-193. Testing of backflow prevention devices.
(a)

Tests required. Each reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly,
double check valve assembly, and pressure vacuum breaker installed on the
Natchez Water Works System shall be tested after installation, after repairs of
any kind, and annually. Any backflow preventer found to be nonfunctional shall
be repaired and retested within 14 days of the initial test.

(b)

Certified testers. Only backflow preventer testers certified by the Mississippi
State Department of Health shall test backflow preventers located on the

Natchez Water Works water system. The tester selected will complete the
approved form and forward a copy to the city inspection department and a copy
to the Natchez Water Works.
(c)

Notification. The Natchez Water Works will notify the property owner of the date
that the backflow preventer is required to be tested. It is the responsibility of the
property owner to have the backflow preventer tested in accordance with this
article.

(Ord. No. 1999-2, 8-24-99)
Sec. 42-194. Violations and penalties.
(a)

Refusal of inspection. If the property owner refuses to let the authorized agent of
the inspection department or the water works perform the necessary inspections
to determine if a cross connection exists, the inspections department shall
require that a reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly be
installed at that service connection.

(b)

Maintaining a cross connection. If the property owner, after having been informed
that a cross connection exists at his property, refuses to eliminate or protect the
cross connection through the use of the appropriate backflow preventer, water
service to the connection shall be terminated until such time as the owner
complies with Mississippi State Department of Health regulations.

(Ord. No. 1999-2, 8-24-99)

Chapters 43—45 RESERVED
Chapter 46 LAW ENFORCEMENT
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 46-1.

Chief of police as chief law enforcement officer.

Sec. 46-2.

Unlawful interference with performance of police duty.

Sec. 46-3.

Mistreatment; interference with police dogs.

Secs. 46-4—46-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 46-1. Chief of police as chief law enforcement officer.
(a)

The chief of police shall be the chief law enforcement officer of the city, and he or
she shall have control, supervision and direction of all police officers employed
by the city; provided, however, that the chief of police shall be under the direct
control and supervision of the mayor. The mayor shall have the power to issue
orders and directions to the chief of police which orders the chief of police shall
carry out and enforce.

(b)

It shall be the duty of all appointed police officers of the city or employees of the
police department of the city to carry out all orders and directions that may be
given to them by the chief of police.

(Code 1969, § 24-1; Ord. No. 1995-4, § 1, 4-25-95)
Sec. 46-2. Unlawful interference with performance of police duty.
It shall be unlawful for any person to resist, oppose or obstruct the chief of police or any
other police officer in the city in the discharge of any of their duties.
(Code 1969, § 24-1.2(a))
Sec. 46-3. Mistreatment; interference with police dogs.
It shall be unlawful for any person to wilfully or maliciously torture, torment, beat, kick,
strike, mutilate, injure, disable, or kill any dog or to interfere with or meddle with any such dog
while being used by the police department or any officer or member thereof in the performance
of any of the duties or functions of the department or of such officer or member.
(Code 1969, § 24-2)
Animals, ch. 10.
Authority of city to use police dogs, MCA 1972, § 21-21-5.
Secs. 46-4—46-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. PRISONERS xl[2]
Sec. 46-26.

Imprisonment until fine and costs paid when not sentenced to imprisonment.

Sec. 46-27.

Place of imprisonment.

Sec. 46-28.

Working city prisoners; credit against fine.

Sec. 46-26. Imprisonment until fine and costs paid when not sentenced to
imprisonment.
Any person convicted in the municipal court and sentenced to pay a fine and costs only,
shall be committed to the city jail, until the fine and costs imposed are paid in money, or by labor
at the rate of pay as prescribed by section 46-28.
(Code 1969, § 1-11)
Courts, ch. 26.
Sec. 46-27. Place of imprisonment.
Any person convicted in the municipal court and sentenced to a term of imprisonment
shall be committed to the place designated as a detention facility.
(Code 1969, § 1-12)

Municipal prison and prisoners, MCA 1972, § 47-1-39 et seq.
Sec. 46-28. Working city prisoners; credit against fine.
(a)

Persons imprisoned for the violation of city ordinances may be required to work
upon the streets, avenues, and alleys of the city under the direction of the
director of public works.

(b)

Where such prisoner is engaged in working out a fine assessed against him or
her, he or she shall receive a credit against the fine of not less than the amount
provided in MCA 1972, § 47-1-47.

(Code 1969, § 1-10(a), (b))
Courts, ch. 26.
Authority of city to work prisoners on streets, MCA 1972, § 47-1-39; credit against fines,
MCA 1972, § 47-1-47.

Chapters 47—49 RESERVED
Chapter 50 OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

xli[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 50-1.

Misdemeanors under state penal laws as criminal offenses against city.

Sec. 50-2.

Carrying or discharging firearms.

Sec. 50-3. Screening of unsightly junk, abandoned vehicles required for person engaged in
sale or repair of automobiles, trucks or tractors.
Sec. 50-4.
Connecting to coaxial cable of another for purpose of appropriating television
signals; penalty.
Sec. 50-5. Dispensing or delivery of petroleum products on streets or sidewalks inside city
limits or near schools; violation.
Secs. 50-6—50-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 50-1. Misdemeanors under state penal laws as criminal offenses against city.
All offenses under the penal laws of this state which are misdemeanors, together with
the penalty provided for violation thereof, are hereby made, without further action of the
municipal authorities, criminal offenses against the city to the same effect as though such
offenses were made offenses against the city by separate ordinance in each case. However, for
such misdemeanor, any penalty of incarceration is hereby limited to no more than six months in
jail, and any fine is hereby limited to a maximum of $1,000.00 for each such violation in any
case tried without a jury. Judgments for fines, costs, forfeitures and other penalties imposed by
the municipal court may be enrolled by filing a certified copy of the record with the clerk of any
circuit court and execution may be had thereon as provided by law for other judgments.
(Code 1969, § 19-1)

Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 21-13-19.
Sec. 50-2. Carrying or discharging firearms.
It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge firearms and/or air rifles of any
description within the city; provided, that no duly organized and authorized military company
shall be excluded from the city cemetery or other public property with their arms, or from firing a
salute, when acting as a military escort at a funeral; provided further, that the prohibition against
the discharge of firearms within the city shall not be applicable to lawfully organized and
approved firing ranges, any bona fide skeet, trap or other shooting events involving the
discharge of firearms, shotguns, or pistols wherein the purpose of the event is the proficiency of
firearms skill or other similar firearms event. Such events, however, shall not be conducted
without a special permit from the mayor and board of aldermen upon application duly and timely
made with adequate provision for indemnification of the city by the sponsor, provision for
general liability insurance and for security and safety measures, as may be required by the
board of aldermen, and assurance by the sponsor to the board of compliance with all other
applicable requirements, regulations or laws of the state and federal agencies having jurisdiction
thereof.
(Code 1969, § 19-4; Ord. No. 1997-4, § 1, 6-10-97; Ord. No. 2010-5, § 1, 11-23-10)
Municipal authority to regulate discharge of firearms, MCA 1972, § 45-9-53.
Sec. 50-3. Screening of unsightly junk, abandoned vehicles required for person
engaged in sale or repair of automobiles, trucks or tractors.
(a)

Any person engaged in the sale or repair of automobiles, trucks, or tractors shall,
before commencing business, erect a fence surrounding its property of sufficient
height and density to screen from the view of passengers and motor vehicles
using any public street, any unsightly junk or abandoned cars or other vehicles
which are beyond repair.

(b)

In lieu of a fence, the person engaged in the business of selling automobiles,
trucks or tractors may erect, or have erected, a hedge or other device which will
accomplish the same purpose of screening from the view of passengers and
motor vehicles using any public street within the city. Prior to construction of any
such fence or screening, an application shall be filed with the North Metro
Planning Commission for approval.

(c)

This section shall not apply to any person engaged in the sale or repair of
automobiles, trucks or tractors on April 23, 1973, but shall be applicable to any
person which may engage in such business thereafter.

(Code 1969, § 19-10(a)—(c))
Condition of premises, § 42-81 et seq.; abandoned, wrecked, dismantled or inoperative motor
vehicles, § 74-546 et seq.; junk dealers, § 114-26 et seq.
Sec. 50-4. Connecting to coaxial cable of another for purpose of appropriating
television signals; penalty.

It shall be unlawful for any person to connect to a coaxial cable for the purpose of
appropriating television signals without the consent and permission of the owner of such coaxial
cable.
(Code 1969, § 19-11(a))
Sec. 50-5. Dispensing or delivery of petroleum products on streets or sidewalks inside
city limits or near schools; violation.
(a)

Streets or sidewalks within city limits. It shall be unlawful for any person to
dispense gasoline, diesel fuel or any other petroleum product within the
corporate limits of the city to or in a vehicle while the vehicle is upon any public
street, sidewalk, alleyway, highway or any passageway owned by the city.

(b)

Areas near schools. Neither gasoline, diesel fuel nor any other petroleum product
shall be delivered or unloaded at any gasoline retail outlet which may be erected
after June 22, 1976, if the property upon which the same is located is within 150
feet of property utilized by any school or other educational institution, except
before 7:00 a.m. or after 4:30 p.m. on any weekday or on Saturday or Sunday.

(Code 1969, § 19-13(a), (b))
Secs. 50-6—50-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. DRUGS
Sec. 50-26.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 50-27. Loitering for purposes of engaging in drug-related activities; determination of
circumstances; penalty.
Sec. 50-28.
Use, purchase, possession, distribution, sale or offering for sale, synthetic
cannabinoids or other synthetic products prohibited.
Secs. 50-29—50-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 50-26. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person violating any provision of this article for which no other penalty is prescribed
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined an amount not to exceed
$500.00, or imprisoned in the city jail for a term not exceeding 90 days, or both.
(Code 1969, § 9½-14)
Sec. 50-27. Loitering for purposes of engaging in drug-related activities; determination
of circumstances; penalty.
(a)

It is unlawful for any person to loiter in or near any thoroughfare, place open to
the public, or near any public or private place in a manner and under
circumstances manifesting the purpose to engage in drug-related activity
contrary to any of the provisions of MCA 1972, § 41-29-1 et seq.

(b)

Among the circumstances which may be considered in determining whether such
purpose is manifested are:
(1)

Such person is a known unlawful drug user, possessor, or seller. For
purposes of this article, a "known unlawful drug user, possessor, or seller"
is a person who has within the knowledge of the arresting officer, been
convicted in any court within this state of any violation involving the use,
possession, or sale of any controlled substance as defined in MCA 1972,
§ 41-29-1 et seq.; or a person who displays physical characteristics of
drug intoxication or usage, such as "needle tracks;" or a person who
possesses drug paraphernalia as defined in MCA 1972, § 41-29-1 et seq.

(2)

Such person is currently subject to an order prohibiting his or her
presence in a high drug activity geographic area.

(3)

Such person while present in a high crime area behaves in such a
manner as to raise a reasonable suspicion that he or she is about to
engage in or is then engaged in an unlawful drug-related activity,
including, for example only, acting as a "lookout."

(4)

Such person is physically identified by the officer as a member of a gang
or association which has as its purpose illegal drug activity.

(5)

Such person transfers small objects or packages for currency in a furtive
fashion.

(6)

Such person takes flight upon the appearance of a police officer.

(7)

Such person manifestly endeavors to conceal himself or herself or any
object which could reasonably be involved in an unlawful drug-related
activity.

(8)

The area involved is by public repute known to be an area of unlawful
drug use and trafficking.

(9)

The premises involved are known to have been reported to law
enforcement officials as a place suspected of activity contrary to any of
the provisions of MCA 1972, § 41-29-1 et seq.

(10)

Any vehicle involved is registered to a known unlawful drug user,
possessor, or seller, or a person for whom there is an outstanding warrant
for a crime involving drug-related activity.

(Code 1969, § 9½-16(a), (b))
Sec. 50-28. Use, purchase, possession, distribution, sale or offering for sale, synthetic
cannabinoids or other synthetic products prohibited.
(1)

No person shall use, possess, purchase, distribute, sell or attempt to use,
possess, purchase, distribute or sell or publicly display for sale any one or more
of the following chemicals within the city limits of the City of Natchez, Mississippi:
(a)

Salviadivinorum or salvinorum A: all parts of the plant presently classified
botanically as salvia divinorum, whether growing or not, the seeds thereof
an extract from any part of such plant, and every compound,

manufacturate salts derivative, mixture or preparation of such plant, its
seeds or extracts;
(b)

(6aR,lOaR)-9-(hydroxymethyl)-6,6dimethyl-3-(2-methyloctan-2-yl)-6a7,
10, 10a-tetrahydrobenzo[c]chromen-1-01 some trade or other names:
HU-210;

(c)

1-Pentyl-3-(1-naphthoyl)
JWH-018/spice;

(d)

1-Butyl-3-(1-naphthoyl) indole-some trade or other names: JWH-073;

(e)

1 -(3-[trifluoromethylphenyl]) piperazine-some trade or other names:
TFMIP;

(f)

4-methoxymethcathinone and ethylcathinone; or

(g)

Any similar structural analogs.

indole-some

trade

or

other

names:

(2)

If any of the aforementioned substances shall be found in the possession of any
person, unless specifically excluded herein, the substances shall be confiscated
and destroyed by law enforcement officials.

(3)

It shall not be an offense under subsection (1) above of this section if a person
shall be acting at the direction of an authorized agent of the City of Natchez,
Mississippi, to enforce or ensure compliance with this law prohibiting the use,
possession, purchase, distribution or sale or the attempt to use, possess,
purchase, distribute or sell or publicly display for sale the aforementioned
substances.

(4)

This section shall not apply to any person who shall commit any act described in
this section pursuant to the direction or prescription of a duly licensed physician
or dentist authorized to direct or prescribe such act. This section shall not apply
to the inhalation of anesthesia for a medical or dental purpose which inhalation of
anesthesia shall be administered by or under the supervision of a duly licensed
physician or dentist.

(5)

Any person found to be guilty of violating this section shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or
imprisoned in the county jail not to exceed six months or both.

(Ord. No. 2010-1, 8-10-10)
Secs. 50-29—50-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. LOITERING
Sec. 50-51.

Generally; authority of police officer; penalty.

Sec. 50-52.

In public places; authority of police officer; penalty.

Secs. 50-53—50-75.

Reserved.

Sec. 50-51. Generally; authority of police officer; penalty.

(a)

Unlawful acts. It is unlawful for any person to loiter or prowl in a public or private
place, at a time or in a manner not usual for law-abiding individuals under
circumstances that warrant a justifiable and reasonable alarm or immediate
concern for the safety of persons or property in the vicinity.

(b)

Police officer's authority. Among the circumstances which may be considered in
determining whether such alarm or immediate concern is warranted is the fact
that the person takes flight upon the appearance of a law enforcement officer,
refuses to identify himself or herself, or manifestly endeavors to conceal himself
or herself or any object. Unless flight by the person or other circumstances
makes it impracticable, a law enforcement officer shall, prior to any arrest for an
offense under this section, afford the person an opportunity to dispel any alarm or
immediate concern which would otherwise be warranted by requesting him or her
to identify himself or herself and explain his or her presence and conduct. No
person shall be convicted of an offense under this section if the law enforcement
officer did not comply with this procedure, or if it appears at trial that the
explanation given by the person is true and, if believed by the officer at the time,
would have dispelled the alarm or immediate concern.

(Code 1969, § 19-16(a), (b))
Vagrants, MCA 1972, § 97-35-37 et seq.
Sec. 50-52. In public places; authority of police officer; penalty.
(a)

(b)

Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person to loiter, loaf, wander, stand or
remain idle, either along or in consort with others, in a public place in such a
manner as to:
(1)

Create or cause to be created a danger of a breach of the peace;

(2)

Create or cause to be created any disturbance to the comfort and repose
of any person;

(3)

Solicit money or other valuable consideration without giving consideration
in return;

(4)

Solicit or engage in any lewd, lascivious or illegal act, including
prostitution;

(5)

Obstruct the free passage of pedestrians or vehicles;

(6)

Obstruct, molest, or interfere with any person lawfully in any public place;
or

(7)

Without provocation, use to or of another, in his or her presence,
opprobrious or abusive words which, by their very utterance, tend to incite
an immediate breach of the peace, which is to say, words which, as a
matter of common knowledge and under ordinary circumstances, will,
when used to or of another person in his or her presence, naturally tend
to provoke violent resentment, that is, words commonly called fighting
words.

Police officer's authority. When any police officer shall, in the exercise of
reasonable judgment, decide that the presence of any person in any public place

is causing or is likely to cause any of the conditions enumerated in subsection (a)
of this section, he or she may, if he or she deems it necessary for the
preservation of the public peace and safety, order that person to leave that place.
Any person who shall refuse to leave after being ordered to do so shall be guilty
of a violation of this section.
(Code 1969, § 19-17(a), (b))
Secs. 50-53—50-75. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. CURFEW ORDINANCE

xlii[2]

Sec. 50-76.

Definitions.

Sec. 50-77.

Purposes and findings.

Sec. 50-78.

Restrictions.

Sec. 50-79.

Exceptions.

Sec. 50-80.

Enforcement; penalty for violation of nocturnal curfew.

Sec. 50-81.

Enforcement penalty for violation of daytime curfew.

Secs. 50-82—50-100.

Reserved.

Sec. 50-76. Definitions.
For purposes of the curfew ordinance the following terms, phrases, words and their
derivations shall have the meanings given herein. When not inconsistent with the context, words
used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular and
words in the singular number include the plural. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not
merely directory.
City is the City of Natchez, Mississippi, with administrative offices at City Hall, 124 South
Pearl street, Post Office Box 1185, Natchez, Mississippi 39121.
Juvenile is any unemancipated person under the age of eighteen (18) years or, in
equivalent phrasing often herein employed, any person seventeen (17) or less years of age.
Compulsory-school-age child means a child who has attained or will attain the age of six
(6) years on or before September 1 of the calendar year and who has not attained the age of
seventeen (17) years on or before September 1 of the calendar year.
Parent is any person having legal custody of a juvenile (i) as a natural or adoptive
parent; (ii) as a legal guardian; or (iii) as a person to whom legal custody has been given by
order of the court.
Police department shall refer to the Natchez Police Department Headquarters located at
233 D'Evereaux Drive, Natchez, Mississippi, or any officially designated precinct of said
department.
Remain means to stay behind, to tarry and to stay unnecessarily upon the streets,
including the congregating of groups (or of interacting juveniles) totaling four (4) or more
persons in which any juvenile involved would not be using the streets for ordinary or serious

purposes such as mere passage or going home. To implement that thought with additional
precision and precaution, numerous exemptions are expressly defined in section 50-79 so that
this is not a mere prohibitory or presence type curfew ordinance.
School session are those normal and scheduled hours of instruction and operation
prescribed by a public or private school operated in the City of Natchez.
Street is a way or place, of whatsoever nature, open to the use of the public as a matter
of right for purposes of vehicular travel or in the case of a sidewalk thereof, for pedestrian travel.
The term street includes the legal right-of-way, including, but not limited to, the traffic lanes, the
curb, the sidewalks, whether paved or unpaved, and any grass, plots or other grounds found
within the legal right-of-way of the street. The term street applies irrespective of what it is called
or formerly named, whether alley, avenue, court, road, dedicated or otherwise.
Times of day referred to herein is based upon the prevailing standard of time, whether
Central Standard Time or Central Daylight Savings Time, generally observed at that hour by the
public in the city, prima facie the time when observed in the city administrative offices and police
department.
Year of age continues from one birthday, such as the seventeenth to (but not including
the day of) the next, making it clear that seventeen (17) or less years of age is herein treated as
equivalent to the phrase "under eighteen (18) years of age."
(Ord. No. 1993-13, § 3, 10-27-93; Ord. No. 1999-3, § 3, 10-12-99)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 50-77. Purposes and findings.
The board of aldermen of the city has determined that significant numbers of juveniles
have been congregating in the city causing general disturbances to residents, and contributing
to an excessive number of incidents of drug and alcohol related crimes, thefts, and assaults,
including a high percentage of crimes committed by and against juveniles; and
The board of aldermen of the city finds and determines that special and extenuating
circumstances presently exist within this city which call for special regulation of juveniles within
the City in order to protect them from each other and from other persons on the street during the
certain herein specified hours, to aid in crime prevention, to promote parental supervision and
authority over juveniles and to decrease juvenile crime rates; and
In accordance with the prevailing community standards, this article serves to regulate
the conduct of juveniles on streets during these certain herein specified hours, to be effectively
and consistently enforced for the protection of the juveniles in Natchez from each other and
from other persons on the streets during these certain herein specified hours, for the
enforcement of parental control of, authority over and responsibility for their children, for the
protection of the public from mischief by juveniles, for the reduction in the incidents of juvenile
criminal activity, for the furtherance of family responsibility and for the public good, safety and
welfare.
(Ord. No. 1993-13, § 2, 10-27-93; Ord. No. 1999-3, § 2, 10-12-99)
Sec. 50-78. Restrictions.
(a)

Nocturnal curfew. It shall be unlawful for any juvenile under eighteen (18) years
of age to remain in or upon any public street, highway, park, vacant lot or other

public place within the city during the period ending at 6:00 a.m. and beginning
at:

(b)

(c)

(1)

12:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday mornings, and

(2)

10:00 p.m. on Sunday night through Thursday night.

Daytime curfew. It shall be unlawful for any compulsory school age child to
remain in or upon any public street, highway, park, vacant lot or other place
within the city during the following periods:
(1)

During school session times of the public or private legitimate nonpublic
school that the compulsory school age child is registered or should be
registered for attendance, as required by the Mississippi Compulsory
School Attendance Law as set forth in MCA 1972, § 37-13-91.

(2)

Notwithstanding section 50-78(b)(1) hereof, beginning with the last stated
day of the school term, the hours of daytime curfew stated herein will be
suspended until the beginning of the next regular school term, of the
public or private legitimate nonpublic school in which the juvenile is
registered or should be registered for attendance.

It shall further be unlawful for a parent of a juvenile to knowingly permit or by
inefficient control to allow such juvenile to be or remain upon any city street
under circumstances not constituting an exception to, or otherwise beyond the
scope of, the curfew ordinance. The term "knowingly" includes knowledge which
a parent should reasonably be expected to have concerning the whereabouts of
a juvenile in that parent's legal custody. It is intended to continue to keep
neglectful or careless parents up to a reasonable community standard of parental
responsibility through an objective test. It shall, a fortiori, be no defense that a
parent was completely indifferent to the activities or conduct or whereabouts of
such juvenile child.

(Ord. No. 1993-13, § 4, 10-27-93; Ord. No. 1999-3, § 4, 10-12-99)
Sec. 50-79. Exceptions.
(a)

The following shall constitute valid exceptions to the operation of the nocturnal
curfew.
(1)

At any time, if a juvenile is accompanied by his or her parent;

(2)

When accompanied by an adult authorized by a parent of such juvenile to
take said parent's place in accompanying said juvenile for a designated
period of time and purpose within a specified area;

(3)

Until the hour of 12:30 a.m. if the juvenile is on an errand as directed by
his or her parent;

(4)

If the juvenile is legally employed, for the period from forty-five (45)
minutes before to forty-five (45) minutes after work, while going directly
between his or her home and place of employment. This exception shall
also apply if the juvenile is in a public place during curfew hours in the
course of his or her employment. To come within this exception, the
juvenile must be carrying a written statement of employment issued by

employer pursuant to the authorization of the chief of police to expire
within ninety (90) days;
(5)

Until the hour of 12:30 a.m. if the juvenile is on the property of or the
sidewalk directly adjacent to the place where such juvenile resides or the
place immediately adjacent thereto if the owner of the adjacent building
does not communicate an objection to the juvenile and the police officer;

(6)

When returning home by a direct route from (and within thirty (30)
minutes of the termination of) a school activity or an activity of a religious
or other voluntary association, or a place of public entertainment, such as
a movie, play or sporting event. This exception will not apply beyond 1:30
a.m. If the event is not commercial in nature or does not have a fixed,
publicly known time at which it will or does end, the sponsoring
organization must register the event with the chief of police of the city
police department (or his assigned representative) at least twenty-four
(24) hours in advance, informing the police department of the time such
event is scheduled to begin, the place at which it shall be held, the time at
which it shall end and the name of the sponsoring organization;

(7)

In the case of reasonable necessity, but only after such juvenile's parent
has communicated to the police department personnel the facts
establishing such reasonable necessity relating to specified streets at a
designated time for a described purpose including place or origin and
destination. A copy of such communication, or the police record thereof,
duly certified by the chief of police to be correct, an appropriate notation
of the time it was received and of the names and addresses of such
parent and juvenile shall constitute evidence of qualification under this
exception;

(b)

The following shall constitute valid exceptions to the operation of the daytime
curfew. Those certain exceptions set forth in the text of the Mississippi
Compulsory School Attendance Law, Section 37-13-91, now or as hereafter
amended.

(c)

The following shall constitute valid exceptions to the operation of both the
nocturnal and daytime curfew.
(1)

When exercising first amendment rights protected by the United States
Constitution, such as the free exercise of religion, freedom of speech and
the right of assembly. Such juvenile shall evidence the bona fides of such
exercise and provide notice to city officials by first delivering to the police
department a written communication, signed by such juvenile and
countersigned if practicable by a parent of such juvenile, with their home
address and telephone number, addressed to the mayor of the city
specifying when, where and in what manner said juvenile will be on the
streets (during hours when the curfew ordinance is applicable to said
juvenile) in the exercise of a first amendment right specified in such
communication.

(2)

Each of the foregoing exceptions, and their several limitations, such as
provisions for notification, are severable, as hereinafter provided but here
reemphasized.

(Ord. No. 1993-13, § 5, 10-27-93; Ord. No. 1999-3, § 5, 10-12-99)
Sec. 50-80. Enforcement; penalty for violation of nocturnal curfew.
(a)

(b)

A police officer of the city who has probable cause to believe that a juvenile is in
violation of the nocturnal section of this article shall:
(1)

Ascertain the name, age and address of the juvenile:

(2)

Issue the juvenile a written warning that the juvenile is in violation of this
article; and

(3)

Order the juvenile to go promptly home by a direct route.

Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1) of this section, a police officer who has
probable cause to believe that juvenile is in violation of this article, shall transport
the juvenile to the police department if:
(1)

The juvenile has received one previous written warning for violation of this
article, or

(2)

Reasonable grounds exist to believe the juvenile has engaged in
delinquent conduct.

(c)

When a juvenile is taken to the police department the juvenile's parents shall be
immediately contacted. If after this contact there is still probable cause to believe
that the juvenile was violating this article, the juvenile shall be held until the
parent comes to take the juvenile home. If no parent has arrived within two (2)
hours the juvenile shall be turned over to custody of the department of human
services. When the parent arrives, he or she shall be given a copy of this article.

(d)

(1)
In case of a second violation by a juvenile, the chief of police shall, by
certified mail, send to the juvenile's parent written notice of said violation with a
warning that any subsequent violation will result in a full enforcement of the
curfew ordinance, including enforcement of parental responsibility and of
applicable penalties. Said notice shall be sent to the juvenile's parent at his or her
last known address and evidence of its mailing as specified shall constitute
sufficient notice of the juvenile's violation.
(2)

(e)

If, after the mailing of the warning notice set forth in subsection
50-80(d)(1) herein of a second violation by a juvenile, a parent violates
Section 50-78(b) (in connection with a third violation by a juvenile), this
shall be treated as a first offense by the parent. For such first parental
offense a parent shall be fined twenty-five dollars ($25.00). For each
subsequent offense by a parent the fine shall be increased by additional
twenty-five dollars ($25.00), e.g. fifty dollars ($50.00) for the second,
seventy-five dollars ($75.00) for the third offense.

Any juvenile who shall violate any of the provisions of this article more than two
(2) times shall be dealt with according to the Youth Court Law of the State of
Mississippi (MCA 1972, §43-21-101 et seq., and as amended) and in accordance
with the directives of the Youth Court of Adams County, Mississippi, or such
other court as shall have jurisdiction of said juvenile.

(Ord. No. 1993-13, § 6, 10-27-93; Ord. No. 1999-3, § 6, 10-12-99)

Sec. 50-81. Enforcement penalty for violation of daytime curfew.
(a)

A police officer of the city who has probable cause to believe that a compulsory
school age child ("child") is in violation of the daytime curfew shall:
(1)

Determine the name, age, address and school assignment of the child.

(2)

Transport the child to the school to determine the status of the student
and notify the parents or if it is determined the child is expelled or
suspended transport the child to the police station.

(3)

Notify the parents of the child and the school attendance officers of the
circumstances of the violation. The Mississippi Department of Human
Services will be notified of violations of this article by children ten (10)
years of age or younger. The forwarding of a written report will constitute
notice to the school attendance officers and the Mississippi Department of
Human Services.

(b)

The parent will be given a copy of this article, either hand delivered by the
investigating officer or by certified mail from the chief of police.

(c)

Upon a first violation, the child shall be issued a warning that he is in violation of
this section.

(d)

Upon a second or subsequent violation the child will be referred to the Adams
County Youth Court for appropriate action.

(e)

Upon any violation the child shall be returned to school or in the event it is
determined the child is expelled or suspended from school the child shall be
transported to the police station, in which event the parents will be immediately
notified. The second violation by the child of this article will be the first violation
for the parent. For the first parental violation the parent will be fined twenty-five
dollars ($25.00). For each subsequent offense by a parent the fine shall be
increased by additional twenty-five dollars ($25.00), e.g. fifty dollars ($50.00) for
the second, seventy-five dollars ($75.00) for the third offense.

(Ord. No. 1999-3, § 7, 10-12-99)
Secs. 50-82—50-100. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. PUBLIC NUDITY
Sec. 50-101.

Definitions.

Sec. 50-102.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 50-103.

Unlawful acts.

Sec. 50-104.

Nonlive performances.

Sec. 50-105.

Legal action.

Secs. 50-106—50-130.

Reserved.

Sec. 50-101. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Entity means any proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, business trust,
joint venture, joint-stock company, or other for-profit or not-for-profit organization.
Nude means the showing of:
(1)

Human male or female genitals or pubic area with less than a fully opaque
covering.

(2)

Any portion of the anal cleft or cleavage of the male or female buttocks. Attire
that is insufficient to comply with this requirement includes, but is not limited to,
G-strings, T-backs, thongs, and any other clothing or covering that does not
completely and opaquely cover the anal cleft or cleavage of the male or female
buttocks.

(3)

The portion of the human female breast directly or laterally below a point
immediately above the top of the areola with less than a fully opaque covering.
This definition shall include the entire lower portion of the human female breast,
but shall not include any portion of the cleavage of the human female breast
exhibited by a dress, blouse, shirt, leotard, bathing suit, or other clothing,
provided the areola is not exposed.

(4)

Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and
opaquely covered.

Person means any live human being aged ten years of age or older.
Place provided or set apart for nudity means enclosed single sex public restrooms;
enclosed single sex functional shower, locker and/or dressing room facilities; enclosed motel
rooms and hotel rooms, designed and intended for sleeping accommodations; doctor's offices;
portions of hospitals; and similar places in which nudity or exposure is necessarily and
customarily expected outside of the home and sphere of privacy constitutionally protected
therein. This expression shall not be deemed to include places where a person's conduct of
being nude is used for his or her profit or where being nude is used for the promotion of
business or is otherwise commercially exploited.
Public place means any location frequented by the public, where the public is present or
likely to be present, or where a person may reasonably be expected to be observed by
members of the public. Public places include, but are not limited to, streets, sidewalks, parks,
beaches, business and commercial establishments, whether for profit or not for profit, whether
open to the public at large, or whether entrance is limited by a cover charge or membership
requirement, hotels, motels, restaurants, nightclubs, country clubs, cabarets, and meeting
facilities utilized by any religious, social, fraternal or similar organization. Premises, or portions
thereof, such as hotel rooms, used solely as a private residence, whether permanent or
temporary in nature, shall not be deemed to be a public place.
(Ord. No. 1994-5, § 1, 7-12-94)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 50-102. Penalty for violation of article.

Any person violating any section of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or be imprisoned not
exceeding six months, or both.
(Ord. No. 1994-5, § 3, 7-12-94)
Sec. 50-103. Unlawful acts.
It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly or intentionally appear nude in a public
place or in any other place that is readily visible to the public, except a place provided or set
apart for nudity. It shall also be unlawful for any person or entity maintaining, owning, or
operating any public place to operate and to knowingly, or with reason to know, permit or allow
any person to appear nude in such public place, except a place provided or set apart for nudity.
(Ord. No. 1994-5, § 2, 7-12-94)
Sec. 50-104. Nonlive performances.
This article shall not be deemed to address photographs, movies, video presentations,
or any other nonlive performances.
(Ord. No. 1994-5, § 4, 7-12-94)
Sec. 50-105. Legal action.
This article may be prosecuted by a city or county attorney or by private action brought
by an aggrieved party in a court of competent jurisdiction.
(Ord. No. 1994-5, § 5, 7-12-94)
Secs. 50-106—50-130. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. BLIGHT
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 50-131—50-150.

Reserved.

Secs. 50-131—50-150. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. UNCOMPLETED, ABANDONED, DILAPIDATED OR DETERIORATED
BUILDINGS xliii[3]
Sec. 50-151.

Blight.

Sec. 50-152.

Regulations.

Sec. 50-153.

Responsibility of owner and tenant.

Sec. 50-154.

Violations—Municipal civil infraction.

Sec. 50-151. Blight.
The following uses, structures and activities are determined to be blighted or if allowed
to exist will result in blighted and undesirable neighborhoods. No person, firm or corporation
shall maintain or permit to be maintained any of these causes of blight upon any property
owned, leased, rented, or occupied by such person, firm or corporation in the City of Natchez.
(1)

In any area, the existence of any structure or part of any structure which,
because of disrepair, fire, wind, or other natural disaster or physical deterioration
is no longer habitable, if a dwelling, or useful for any other purpose of which it is
intended if a non-residential structure.

(2)

In any area, the existence of any partially enclosed structure unless such
structure is in the course of construction in accordance with a valid and existing
building permit.

(3)

In any area zoned for residential purpose, the open storage upon any property of
new or used building material's unless there is in force a valid building permit
issued for construction upon said property and said materials are intended for
use in connection with such construction.

(Ord. No. 2006-4, § 1, 5-23-06)
Sec. 50-152. Regulations.
(a)

All buildings and parts thereof erected either before or after the effective date of
this division shall be completed in accordance with the building permits issued
thereof pursuant to the City of Natchez Development Code. If not so completed,
the property owner shall put the property back in a safe condition ("safe
condition" shall be at the discretion of the city planning director or his designee),
or it may be torn down and removed from the property and any excavation
thereunder filled to grade level.

(b)

No building structure or uninhabited residence, whether now existing or hereafter
erected shall be left in a dangerous or hazardous condition by virtue or disrepair,
depreciation, damage by fire, collapse, or act of God, or by virtue of any other
cause, but shall be forthwith repaired or rehabilitated, and the dangerous or
hazardous condition removed by the owner or occupant thereof, or in the
alternate, torn down and removed, and any excavation thereunder filled to grade
level. Such repairs to rehabilitation shall comply in all respects with the provisions
of the city building, plumbing, and electrical codes governing such buildings.

(c)

Every tract of land within the city shall be kept clean and free from the
accumulation of: refuse from repair, alterations or demolition of buildings; any
used building materials including, but not limited to lumber, bricks, concrete or
cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or equipment, heating ducts or
equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws and other
materials.

(Ord. No. 2006-4, § 2, 5-23-06)
Sec. 50-153. Responsibility of owner and tenant.

The owner or owners of each and every tract of land within the city, and any person
occupying or controlling the property, shall be responsible for keeping the entire premises free
and clear from all such matter as described in this division. The responsibility of an occupant
shall not relieve the owner thereof from complying with this division.
(Ord. No. 2006-4, § 3, 5-23-06)
Sec. 50-154. Violations—Municipal civil infraction.
(a)

Any person, firm, corporation, or entity of any kind found in violation of the
provisions of this division is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, subject to
payment of a civil fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) plus
cost and other sanctions, for each violation. Each day constitutes a different
violation and is subject to new and additional penalties.

(b)

Repeat offenses under this division shall be subject to increased fines as
provided by this section, below. As used in this section, "repeat offense" means a
second (or any subsequent) violation of the same requirement or provision of this
division for which the person admits responsibility or is determined to be
responsible. The increased fine for a repeat offense under this division shall be
as follows:
(1)

The fine for any offense which is a first offense shall not be more than two
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) plus costs.

(2)

The fine for any offense which is second, repeat offense, or any
subsequent repeat offense, shall not be less than five hundred dollars
($500.00) each, plus costs.

(c)

The ordinance enforcement officer is hereby designated as the authorized city
official to issue municipal civil infraction citations for violations of this division. As
used in this division, "ordinance enforcement officer" means the city official,
employee, agent or other entity appointed by resolution of the city council to
perform the functions and tasks assigned by this division to the "ordinance
enforcement officer."

(d)

In addition to any remedies available at law, the city may bring an action for an
injunction or other process against any person to restrain, prevent or abate any
violation of this division.

(Ord. No. 2006-4, § 4, 5-23-06)

Chapters 51—53 RESERVED
Chapter 54 PARKS AND RECREATION
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 54-1.

Driving or parking vehicles in parks.

Sec. 54-2.

Alcoholic beverages in recreational centers and parks.

Sec. 54-3.

Loud music in parks.

Sec. 54-4.

Hours of operation—Duncan Park.

Sec. 54-5.

Same—North Natchez Park.

Sec. 54-6.

Same—Concord Avenue Park.

Secs. 54-7—54-30.

Reserved.

Sec. 54-1. Driving or parking vehicles in parks.
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or park any vehicle in any part of any public
park, except in such places and in such manner as may be designated by the city authorities.
Sec. 54-2. Alcoholic beverages in recreational centers and parks.
Unless authorized by the director of the recreation department, alcoholic beverages,
including distilled liquors, beer and wine, shall not be permitted in or on the premises of the city
recreational centers or any municipal park during any function which is held primarily for the
pleasure of minors. For purposes of this section, a minor is any person under 21 years of age.
Such functions include but are not limited to:
(1)

Fraternity and sorority balls and dances.

(2)

High school or junior high proms or dances.

(3)

High school or junior high sponsored club or organization meetings.

(4)

High school or junior high age group parties.

Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6.
Sec. 54-3. Loud music in parks.
There will be no loud amplification of radios, boomboxes, or musical instruments that
results in the disruption of normal pedestrian use of parks, without permission from the park
authorities.
Noise, § 34-26 et seq.
Sec. 54-4. Hours of operation—Duncan Park.
No person shall occupy or go upon any part of property known as Duncan Park,
including the roadways and streets through Duncan Park, in the city between the hours of 10:00
p.m. to 6:00 a.m. the following morning, with the exception of persons authorized to go upon the
property within such restricted hours by the mayor, the chief of police or the director of the city
recreation department in accordance with uniform city standards.
(Code 1969, § 20-2; Ord. No. 1993-15, § 1, 11-23-93)
Sec. 54-5. Same—North Natchez Park.
No person shall occupy or go upon any part of property known as North Natchez Park,
including the roadways and streets through North Natchez Park, in the city between the hours of
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. the following morning, with the exception of persons authorized to go

upon the property within such restricted hours by the mayor, the chief of police or the director of
the city recreation department in accordance with uniform city standards.
Sec. 54-6. Same—Concord Avenue Park.
No person shall occupy or go upon any part of property known as Concord Avenue Park,
including the roadways and streets through Concord Avenue Park, in the city between the hours
of 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. the following morning, with the exception of persons authorized to go
upon the property within such restricted hours by the mayor, the chief of police or the director of
the city recreation department in accordance with uniform city standards.
Secs. 54-7—54-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. NATCHEZ RECREATION COUNCIL
Sec. 54-31.

xlv[2]

Established.

Sec. 54-32. Composition; appointment; organization; quorum; annual accounting of expended
funds.
Sec. 54-33.

Powers and duties.

Sec. 54-34.

Annual budget.

Sec. 54-31. Established.
There is hereby continued in existence a organization now known as the "Natchez
Recreation Council" hereinafter referred to as the council.
(Code 1969, § 20-11; Ord. No. 2004-1, § 1, 10-27-04)
Sec. 54-32. Composition; appointment; organization; quorum; annual accounting of
expended funds.
(a)

The council shall be composed of five citizens of the city. The council shall be
composed of five members, all of whom shall be adult bona fide resident citizens
of the city. Said appointments shall be made by the mayor and board of
aldermen and the members shall serve at the will and pleasure of the appointing
authority. In making such appointments, the mayor and board shall endeavor to
select members who represent the various fields of recreation such as golf,
softball, soccer, tennis, baseball and other recreation activities commonly
experienced in the city. All appointments made to the council shall be made
within 30 days from and after the effective date of this article. Members of the
council in place before the effective date of this Act, shall serve as members of
the council until the appointment and qualification of new council members
pursuant to the ordinance.

(b)

From among its membership, the council shall annually in the month of January
elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson who shall serve for one year terms.
For regular conduct of business of the council, the president and any three
members shall constitute a quorum. All members of the council shall attend, as

far as practical, all meetings and shall faithfully perform the duties of his or her
office. Any member who, during any calendar year of his term, misses three
meetings unexcused shall be subject to removal by the mayor and board of
aldermen.
(c)

A full accounting of all funds expended on behalf of the recreation council shall
be made by the city clerk to the mayor and board of aldermen annually on or
before October 31 or each year.

(Code 1969, § 20-12; Ord. No. 2004-1, § 1, 10-27-04)
Sec. 54-33. Powers and duties.
The powers of the council are to be as follows:
(1)

Recommend job description for the position of recreation director.

(2)

Recommend to the mayor and board of aldermen suitable candidates from those
applicants seeking employment for the position of recreation director.

(3)

Evaluate existing recreation facilities, services, and programs and make
recommendations for additions or changes thereto.

(4)

Assist the recreation director in presenting budget needs for facility and program
expansion.

(5)

Serve as the liaison voice from the citizens to the mayor and board of aldermen
as well as with other political subdivisions.

(6)

Serve as the forum to interface with the park users over concerns and needs.

(7)

Assist in coordinating alternate fund raising strategies.

(8)

Set facility and park operational policies and standards.

(9)

Make recommendations to the mayor and board for park user fees and other
fees charged by the council or for its operations

(10)

Plan, recommend, and evaluate consultant operations/management contracts or
leases and submit periodic reports not less than annually to the mayor and board
of aldermen for facilities such as the golf course, the pool, or the tennis courts.

(11)

Monitor the expenses and revenue of the recreation department.

(12)

Plan and recommend capital improvement and renovations of needed park
facilities.

(13)

Make recommendations to the mayor and board of aldermen for recreation
consultant/architectural firms or other professionals to conduct a comprehensive
parks and recreation master plan and updates thereto.

(14)

Recommend land acquisition to the mayor and board of aldermen for future park
development.

(Code 1969, § 20-13; Ord. No. 2004-1, § 1, 10-27-04)
Sec. 54-34. Annual budget.

The recreation director shall prepare an annual budget and after approval by the
recreation council shall submit the budget to the mayor and board of aldermen not later than
July 1 of each year.
(Code 1969, § 20-14; Ord. No. 2004-1, § 1, 10-27-04)

Chapters 55—57 RESERVED
Chapter 58 PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 58-1.

Privilege taxes; permit; bond required.

Sec. 58-2.

Hours of operation.

Sec. 58-3.

Commercial sales of hand crafts.

Secs. 58-4—58-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 58-1. Privilege taxes; permit; bond required.
Peddlers shall pay all privilege taxes required by state law, shall obtain a permit in the
manner provided in this chapter and shall furnish a good and sufficient penal bond in the
amount of $1,000.00, conditioned that if the peddler shall comply with the provisions of this
chapter, state law and other ordinances relating to them, the obligation shall be void, otherwise
to remain in full force and effect.
(Code 1969, § 21-1)
Sec. 58-2. Hours of operation.
It shall be unlawful for any person to go in or upon any private residence in the city for
the purpose of soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares or merchandise, without the request
and invitation of the owner or occupant of such private residence before the hour of 9:00 a.m. or
after the hour of 9:00 p.m., or at any time on Sundays.
(Code 1969, § 21-2)
Sec. 58-3. Commercial sales of hand crafts.
Commercial sales of hand crafts are permitted on public property if traffic is not blocked.
On private property, the seller must have written permission from the landowner for such sales.
Secs. 58-4—58-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. IDENTIFICATION PERMIT
Sec. 58-26.

Required.

Sec. 58-27.

Application.

Sec. 58-28.

Investigation of applicant; issuance of permit.

Sec. 58-29.

Transferability.

Sec. 58-30.

Display.

Sec. 58-31.

Alteration.

Sec. 58-32.

Expiration.

Sec. 58-33.

Revocation.

Secs. 58-34—58-55.

Reserved.

Sec. 58-26. Required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to go in or upon any private residence in the city for
the purpose of soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares or merchandise with or without the
request or invitation of the owner or occupant of such private residence, unless he or she shall
have in his or her possession an identification permit issued by the city police.
(Code 1969, § 21-13)
Sec. 58-27. Application.
Applicants for an identification permit required by this article shall file with the chief of
police a sworn application giving the following information:
(1)

Name and description of applicant.

(2)

Address, legal and local.

(3)

A brief description of the nature of the business and the goods to be sold.

(4)

If employed, the name and address of the employer, together with credentials
establishing the exact relationship.

(5)

If a vehicle is to be used, a description of the vehicle, together with the license
number or other means of identification.

(6)

A photograph of the applicant, taken within 30 days immediately prior to the date
of the filing of the application, which picture shall be two inches by two inches
showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and distinguishing
manner.

(7)

A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any crime,
misdemeanor, or violation of any municipal ordinance, the nature of the offense
and the punishment or penalty assessed therefor.

(8)

The fingerprints of the applicant.

(Code 1969, § 21-14)
Sec. 58-28. Investigation of applicant; issuance of permit.
(a)

Upon receipt of an application for a permit required by the provisions of this
article, the chief of police shall cause such investigation of the applicant's

business and moral character to be made as he or she deems necessary for the
protection of the public good.
(b)

If as a result of such investigation, the character and business responsibility of
the applicant are found to be satisfactory, the chief of police shall endorse on the
application his or her approval, execute a permit addressed to the applicant for
the carrying on of the business applied for and forward the permit, along with the
application to the city clerk, who shall, upon payment of the prescribed privilege
license fee, deliver to the applicant his or her permit and issue a license. Such
permit shall contain the signature and seal of the issuing officer and shall show
the name, address and photograph of the permittee, the class of permit and
license issued and the kind of goods to be sold under such permit, the date of
issuance and the length of time the permit shall be operative, as well as the
license number and other identifying description of any vehicle used in such
peddling. The clerk shall keep a permanent record of all permits issued.

(Code 1969, § 21-15)
Sec. 58-29. Transferability.
No peddler's permit issued under the provisions of this article shall be used at any time
by any person other than the one to whom it was issued.
(Code 1969, § 21-16)
Sec. 58-30. Display.
It shall be unlawful for any peddler having a permit issued under the provisions of this
article to fail or refuse to display such permit upon the request of any person.
(Code 1969, § 21-17)
Sec. 58-31. Alteration.
It shall be unlawful for any person to alter or deface any permit issued under the
provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 21-18)
Sec. 58-32. Expiration.
Unless otherwise provided by law, all peddlers' permits issued under the provisions of
this article shall expire one year from the date of issuance.
(Code 1969, § 21-19)
Sec. 58-33. Revocation.
Any permit issued under the provisions of this article may be revoked by the mayor and
board of aldermen for the violation by the permittee of any applicable provision of this Code,
state law or city ordinance, rule or regulation, or for any other good cause shown.
(Code 1969, § 21-20)

Secs. 58-34—58-55. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. TRANSIENT VENDOR LICENSE
Sec. 58-56.

Definitions.

Sec. 58-57.

Applicability of article.

Sec. 58-58.

Conducting transient business in association with local merchant; no exemption.

Sec. 58-59.

Process for obtaining.

Sec. 58-60.

Requirements of transient vendor for operation.

Sec. 58-56. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Person means an individual, corporation, association, partnership or other entity.
Transient business means any business conducted for the sale of merchandise or
services that is carried on in any building, structure, motor vehicle, railroad car or real property,
for a period of less than six months in each year.
Transient vendor means any person who transacts transient business in this city either
in one locality or by traveling from place to place in this city. The term includes a vendor who, for
the purposes of carrying out such business, hires, leases, uses or occupies any building,
structure, motor vehicle, railroad car or real property.
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 58-57. Applicability of article.
The provisions of this article shall not apply to:
(1)

Civic and nonprofit organizations, wholesale sales to retail merchants by
commercial travelers, or agents selling in the usual course of business, i.e.,
traveling salesmen.

(2)

Wholesale trade shows or conventions.

(3)

Sales of goods, wares, services or merchandise by sample, catalog or brochure
for future delivery.

(4)

Fairs and convention center activities conducted primarily for amusement or
entertainment.

(5)

Any general sale, fair, auction or bazaar sponsored by a church or religious
organization.

(6)

Garage sales held on premises devoted to residential use.

(7)

Sales or repairs of crafts or sales or repairs of items made by hand by the person
making the crafts or items.

(8)

Duly licensed flea markets operating from a fixed location.

(9)

Sales of agricultural, dairy, poultry, seafood or forest management products or
services related to forest management or silvicultural (forestry) activities, except
nursery products and foliage plants.

(10)

Sales made by a seller at residential premises under an invitation issued by the
owner or legal occupant of the premises, unless the sales are made by a
transient vendor or his or her agent at the premises.

(11)

Agents selling in the usual course of business and having a permanent place of
business in the state, a state sales tax number and a privilege license.

Sec. 58-58. Conducting transient business in association with local merchant; no
exemption.
A transient vendor, not otherwise exempted from this article, is not exempted from this
article because of a temporary association with a local dealer, auctioneer, trader, contractor or
merchant, or by conducting the transient business in connection with or in the name of any local
dealer, auctioneer, trader, contractor or merchant.
Sec. 58-59. Process for obtaining.
(a)

Application; bond. A transient vendor who wishes to conduct his or her business
in the city shall make application for such license, provide a surety bond or cash
bond in the amount of $2,000.00, payable in favor of the state or five percent of
the wholesale value of any merchandise or services offered for sale by the
applicant.

(b)

License fee. The transient vendor shall pay a license fee of $250.00, which fee
shall be deposited in the general fund of the city. Such fee is good for 90 days
then becomes $25.00 per quarter.

(c)

Other licenses and permits in order. The applicant must offer proof that all other
required city permits and licenses are in order.

(d)

Agent or office. The name and permanent address of the applicant's agent or
office. In case the applicant cannot provide an agent, the city clerk may serve as
his or her agent. The applicant shall provide his or her permanent address and
where and how he or she can be reached. The city clerk shall forward processes
that might be served on him or her.

Sec. 58-60. Requirements of transient vendor for operation.
(a)

Posting of sign. The transient vendor shall post in a prominent place, while
transacting his or her business, a sign showing his or her state sales tax number,
his or her transient vendor license number, and a statement that he or she is
required to give purchasers, the time of payment, receipts for purchases that
include sales tax. The sign required in this section shall be written in bold, legible
letters and numbers not less than one inch in height. The transient vendor shall
keep a running total of his or her sales.

(b)

Additional bond. Transient vendors and traveling photographers shall provide an
additional bond of $1,000.00.

Chapters 59—61 RESERVED
Chapter 62 PERSONNEL
(RESERVED)
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Chapters 63—65 RESERVED
Chapter 66 SOLID WASTE
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 66-1.

Definitions.

Sec. 66-2.

Posting signs or notices.

Sec. 66-3.

Cleanliness of premises—Duty of business owners and occupants.

Sec. 66-4.

Same—Duty of customer.

Sec. 66-5.

Responsibility for cleanliness of premises, sidewalks and alleys.

Sec. 66-6.

Salvaging from garbage cans.

Sec. 66-7.

Carrying slop and like refuse through the streets.

Sec. 66-8.

Interfering with sanitation department employees.

Sec. 66-9.

Household garbage collection fee.

Secs. 66-10—66-30.

Reserved.

Sec. 66-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Commercial handbill means any printed or written matter, any sample or device, dodger,
circular, leaflet, pamphlet, paper, booklet, or any other printed or otherwise reproduced original
or copies of any matter of literature which:
(1)

Advertises for sale any merchandise, product, commodity, or thing.

(2)

Directs attention to any business or mercantile or commercial establishment, or
other activity, for the purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interest
thereof by sales.

(3)

Directs attention to or advertises any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition,
or event of any kind for which an admission fee is charged for the purpose of
private gain or profit. However, the terms of this subsection shall not apply where
an admission fee is charged or a collection is taken up for the purpose of
defraying the expenses incident to such meeting, theatrical performance,

exhibition, or event of any kind, when either of the same is held, given or takes
place in connection with the dissemination of information which is in violation of
law; provided, however, that nothing contained in this subsection shall be
deemed to authorize the holding, giving or taking place of any meeting, theatrical
performance, exhibition, or event of any kind, without a license, where such
license is or may be required by any law of this state, or under any ordinance of
this city.
(4)

While containing reading matter, other than advertising matter, is predominantly
and essentially an advertisement, and is distributed or circulated for advertising
purposes, or for the private benefit and gain of any persons or engaged as
advertiser or distributor.

Garbage means putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling,
preparation, cooking and consumption of food, including wastes from markets, storage facilities,
handling and sale of produce and other food products, and excepting such materials that may
be serviced by garbage grinders and handled as household sewage.
Litter means garbage, refuse, and rubbish and all other waste material which, if thrown
or deposited as prohibited in this chapter, tends to create a danger to public health, safety and
welfare.
Litter control officer means that person designated by the city to enforce the city's
anti-litter ordinance.
Newspaper means any newspaper of general circulation, as defined by general law, any
newspaper duly entered with the post office department of the United States, in accordance with
federal statute or regulation, and any newspaper filed and recorded with any recording officer,
as provided by general law; and, in addition thereto, shall mean and include any periodical or
current magazine regularly published with not less than four issues per year, and sold to the
public.
Noncommercial handbill means any printed or written matter, any sample or device,
dodger, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, newspaper, magazine, paper, booklet, or any other printed or
otherwise reproduced original or copies of any matter of literature not included in the definitions
of a commercial handbill or newspaper.
Owner means the person holding title to private property including, but not limited to, the
actual title owner, as well as any person leasing, renting or otherwise possessing such property
with permission of the owner.
Park means a park, reservation, playground, beach, recreation center or any other public
area in the city, owned or used by the city and devoted to active or passive recreation.
Private premises means any dwelling, house, building, or other structure, designed or
used either wholly or in part for private residential purposes, whether inhabited or temporarily or
continuously uninhabited or vacant, and shall include any yard, grounds, walk, driveway, porch,
steps, vestibule or mailbox belonging or appurtenant to such dwelling, house, building, or other
structure.
Public place means any and all streets, rights-of-way, sidewalks, boulevards, alleys or
other public ways and any and all public parks, squares, spaces, grounds, and buildings.

Refuse means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid wastes, except body wastes,
including garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleanings, dead animals, abandoned automobiles, and
solid market and industrial wastes.
Rubbish means nonputrescible solid wastes consisting of both combustible and
noncombustible wastes, such as paper, wrapping, cigarettes, cardboard, tin cans, yard
clippings, leaves, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and similar materials.
Vehicle means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be
transported or drawn upon a highway, including devices used exclusively upon stationary rails
or tracks.
(Code 1969, § 13-1)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Definitions, MCA 1972, § 17-17-3.
Sec. 66-2. Posting signs or notices.
No person shall post or affix any notice, poster, including political signs, or other paper
or device calculated to attract the attention of the public, to any telephone or utility pole, tree,
post, pole or any other structure in or on any street, sidewalk, public right-of-way, or any other
public place, or upon any public structure or building, except as may be authorized or required
by law.
(Code 1969, § 13-2.3)
Sec. 66-3. Cleanliness of premises—Duty of business owners and occupants.
(a)

Generally. The owner or occupant of any store or other place of business
situated within the city shall exercise reasonable diligence at all times to keep his
or her premises clean of wastepaper, wrapping paper, paper napkins, cartons,
package containers, and other used or waste materials thrown or left on the
premises by its customers, and to take reasonable measures to prevent the
same drifting or blowing to adjoining premises.

(b)

Receptacles. Receptacles of sufficient size and number shall be placed on the
premises accessible to the customer of such business where the articles of
waste may be disposed of.

(c)

Signs. Each and every business establishment shall place upon its premises in a
conspicuous place, in close proximity to the receptacles, a sign which shall, in
essence, convey to its customers a request that they use such receptacles for
the disposal of waste material.

(Code 1969, § 13-3)
Sec. 66-4. Same—Duty of customer.
It shall be unlawful for any customer going upon the premises of another to in any
manner dispose of wastepaper, wrapping paper, paper napkins, cartons, package containers,
and other used or waste materials except in receptacles provided for such purposes.
(Code 1969, § 13-4)

Sec. 66-5. Responsibility for cleanliness of premises, sidewalks and alleys.
All occupants of residences and business places shall be held responsible for the
cleanliness of their premises and of the sidewalks and alleys immediately adjacent to their
premises.
(Code 1969, § 13-6)
Sec. 66-6. Salvaging from garbage cans.
It is hereby declared to be unlawful for any person to salvage material from garbage
cans except with the permission of the owner.
(Code 1969, § 13-7)
Sec. 66-7. Carrying slop and like refuse through the streets.
All persons hauling or conveying slop and like refuse through the city streets shall carry
the same in closed metal containers, securely covered, so that the contents thereof may not be
spilled or odors emitted therefrom.
(Code 1969, § 13-8)
Sec. 66-8. Interfering with sanitation department employees.
It shall be unlawful for any person to impede or interfere with any of the employees or
vehicles of the sanitation department engaged in the performance of services and duties of that
department. The owners or operators of any and all vehicles on the streets, alleys or public
ways of the city shall move the vehicles when ordered or required to do so by employees of the
sanitation department, in order that such employees may perform their duties under this chapter
without being impeded or interfered with.
(Code 1969, § 13-9)
Sec. 66-9. Household garbage collection fee.
(a)

The city does hereby impose upon each household or dwelling unit in the city a
garbage collection fee of $8.94 per month. Such fee may be amended from time
to time by resolution duly adopted and spread upon the minutes of the board of
aldermen.

(b)

A household or unit dwelling place shall be construed as any dwelling place or
residential place customarily occupied by one family unit which has a single
water meter by which water is measured, whether water is furnished by the city
or by others.

(c)

The person furnishing water to each residential dwelling unit shall bill, $6.00 per
month for garbage collection, and the person shall, within ten days after the
collection of such sum, remit the sum to the city, c/o City Clerk, Municipal
Building, Pearl and Market Streets, Natchez, MS 39120.

(d)

The $6.00 per month garbage collection fee shall be charged to any house or
dwelling place having a separate water meter to measure water consumed by the

dwelling place or residential place within the corporate limits of the city, and as
the same shall be expanded and enlarged from time to time.
(e)

If the garbage fee is not paid along with the water and sewage bill, the
superintendent of the city waterworks is hereby authorized, empowered and
directed to discontinue water service to the customer not paying the garbage fee
in the same time and manner as though the water and sewage bill were not paid,
but the customer is entitled to the same notices, delays and hearings as afforded
persons not paying water and sewage charges.

(Code 1969, § 13-10)
Secs. 66-10—66-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 66-31.

Disposal.

Sec. 66-32.

Containers—Required; specifications.

Sec. 66-33.

Same—Location.

Sec. 66-34.

Same—Replacement of.

Sec. 66-35.

Same—Liquid garbage; trash to be drained.

Sec. 66-36.

Placing of tree trimmings, hedge cuttings and shrubbery for collection.

Sec. 66-37.

Placing of leaves, weeds and grass for collection; generally.

Sec. 66-38.

Removal of leaves.

Sec. 66-39.

Disposal of refuse from fish or poultry handling establishments.

Sec. 66-40.

Disposal of building debris, stumps and bulky material.

Sec. 66-41.

Collectors or transporters of garbage; permit required.

Sec. 66-42.

Disposal of industrial wastes.

Sec. 66-43.

Disposal of scrap metal.

Secs. 66-44—66-55.

Reserved.

Sec. 66-31. Disposal.
All occupants or owners of any premises within the city shall be responsible for picking
up and placing in garbage containers any garbage, rubbish, trash, litter, tin cans, and all other
waste material which may accumulate on such premises.
(Code 1969, § 13-20)
Sec. 66-32. Containers—Required; specifications.

It shall be the duty of every person owning, managing, leasing, occupying or operating
any premises to provide at least one container for the deposit therein of all garbage, refuse,
rubbish and trash of not less than ten gallons nor more than 32 gallons capacity, constructed of
some substantial light material with a tightfitting lid or cover, which cover shall remain in place
on the container at all times, except during the collection or deposit of such garbage, refuse,
rubbish or trash, and with handles sufficiently strong for workers to empty conveniently.
(Code 1969, § 13-21)
Sec. 66-33. Same—Location.
Garbage containers and plastic bags shall be placed within five feet of the street
curbline, but not on the street, and the same shall be readily accessible for the collection of the
containers on the time and days scheduled for the collection of the containers by the city, or its
contractors. Such containers shall be readily accessible to the employees of the city or its
contractors at such times.
(Code 1969, § 13-22)
Sec. 66-34. Same—Replacement of.
Garbage cans that have deteriorated, or that have been damaged to the extent of having
sharp edges capable of causing injury to city garbage collectors, or to such extent that the
covers will not fit securely, will be condemned by the city acting through its sanitation
department. If such containers are not replaced after notice to the owner or user of their
defective condition, they will be confiscated.
(Code 1969, § 13-23)
Sec. 66-35. Same—Liquid garbage; trash to be drained.
Garbage and trash must be drained of liquid substances and placed in a plastic sack or
container not larger in size than will fit in the container set forth in section 66-32, which plastic
container shall be one which has been previously approved by the public works director of the
city.
(Code 1969, § 13-24)
Sec. 66-36. Placing of tree trimmings, hedge cuttings and shrubbery for collection.
Tree trimmings, hedge cuttings and shrubbery of any kind, when placed for removal,
shall be placed adjacent to the same place, and at the same time, as provided for garbage
collection. Not more than two cubic yards of such material on any regularly designated
collection day shall be set out for collection by the sanitation department. Large amounts of tree
trimmings, in excess of two cubic yards in volume, heavy parts of trees, stumps, etc., shall not
be picked up by the sanitation department, but shall be disposed of by the contractor or owner
involved.
(Code 1969, § 13-25)
Sec. 66-37. Placing of leaves, weeds and grass for collection; generally.

Leaves, weeds and grass shall be considered as garbage and shall not be placed on the
city streets or public rights-of-way in any manner other than in an approved type of garbage can.
(Code 1969, § 13-26)
Sec. 66-38. Removal of leaves.
(a)

Onto public rights-of-way. No person shall cause to be removed leaves onto any
sidewalk, street, alleyway, parkway or highway within the corporate limits of the
city.

(b)

Container specifications. All leaves for removal shall be placed in one or more
containers within three feet of a sidewalk or curb, but not on the sidewalk nor on
any street, highway, parkway or alleyway, in containers capable of holding a
maximum of 30 gallons of liquid, which containers shall be securely tied and of
such quality so that leaves will not be let upon public property.

(c)

Commercial containers. No person shall utilize any commercial trash container
unless the container shall have been previously authorized by the company
which shall from time to time have a contract with the city to handle commercial
trash collection.

(Code 1969, § 13-26.1(a)—(c))
Sec. 66-39. Disposal of refuse from fish or poultry handling establishments.
The city sanitation department shall not collect refuse from fish and poultry handling and
vending establishments or from egg or poultry hatcheries. Operators of these establishments
shall transport such refuse to the city disposal plant during the hours of operation of the plant
and dispose of it as directed by the city employee then on duty. Such refuse may be otherwise
disposed of by the owner in a manner so as not to create a nuisance, upon the written approval
of the superintendent.
(Code 1969, § 13-27)
Sec. 66-40. Disposal of building debris, stumps and bulky material.
There shall be no obligation on the part of the city to clean up or pick up refuse or debris
resulting from the construction, remodeling or demolition of buildings, or to remove any trees,
limbs, branches, stumps or wood from any property, or to dispose of any bulky material from
any commercial or business premises which cannot be placed in cans and containers as
required by this article to be supplied by occupants of premises for removal of garbage, refuse
and trash. All such material and matter specified in this section shall be removed from such
premises by the person occupying or in charge of such premises and disposed of at a regularly
established municipal waste matter disposal plant.
(Code 1969, § 13-28)
Buildings and building regulations, ch. 90.
Sec. 66-41. Collectors or transporters of garbage; permit required.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the collection or transportation of
garbage, swill or other noxious refuse matter without first applying for permission

therefor to the sanitation department and receiving written permission to collect
or transport such matter. Every such person obtaining such permit shall
thereafter conform to all the rules of the sanitation department, and, upon any
violation of such rules, the sanitation department shall revoke the permit.
(b)

The sanitation department shall act in accordance with uniform city standards in
granting permission under this section.

(Code 1969, § 13-32)
Sec. 66-42. Disposal of industrial wastes.
All industrial wastes resulting from manufacturing operations shall be disposed of in a
manner so as not to create a nuisance by the owner or occupant of the building or premises at
which such industrial wastes originate. Upon written approval of the superintendent, such waste
may be transported by the owner to the city disposal plant for disposition as directed by the city
employee then on duty.
(Code 1969, § 13-29)
Sec. 66-43. Disposal of scrap metal.
All scrap metal objects and junk, such as old automobile bodies, large metal objects and
any other objects of like nature, shall be disposed of by the owners or private collectors at the
city disposal plant, and shall be dismantled to facilitate handling and disposition.
(Code 1969, § 13-30)
Junk dealers, § 114-26 et seq.
Secs. 66-44—66-55. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. BUSINESS, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
Sec. 66-56.

Definitions.

Sec. 66-57. Collection by city; related duties and responsibilities of establishment owner or
operator; exceptions.
Sec. 66-58.

Transportation of own waste material by establishment; charges.

Sec. 66-59. Charge for city collection; determination of charge by coordinator for commercial
garbage.
Sec. 66-60.

Alteration of charges.

Sec. 66-61.

Public works department designated administrator of fees and charges.

Sec. 66-62.

Use of dumpster refuse containers required.

Secs. 66-63—66-65.

Reserved.

Sec. 66-56. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Business, commercial and industrial establishments means any and all establishments
wherein a manufacturing process is carried on inside of the premises. The term "business and
commercial establishment" shall mean all other buildings or premises other than residential
buildings or structures. For the purposes of this division, the term "apartment complex" shall be
a structure or group of structures where six or more family units exist under common ownership.
Coordinator for commercial garbage means the coordinator of commercial garbage of
the city and the person holding that position from time to time as appointed by the mayor and
board of aldermen.
Dumpster refuse containers means garbage containers which can be lifted by
mechanical lifting equipment of the city and certain other designated containers.
Garbage means rubbish, trash, waste, paper, cardboard, cans, metals and the like which
usually and customarily originate within a place of business or industry.
(Code 1969, § 13-44)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 66-57. Collection by city; related duties and responsibilities of establishment
owner or operator; exceptions.
(a)

All business, commercial and industrial garbage shall be picked up, removed and
disposed of by the sanitation department of the city; however, it shall be the duty
and responsibility of the owner and operator of each such business, commercial
or industrial establishment to remove all garbage, trash or refuse and place the
same in a dumpster refuse container so as to allow removal by the sanitation
department by use of appropriate mechanical lifting equipment, or by hand, in
designated points.

(b)

It shall be the duty of each business, commercial or industrial establishment to
locate or place the dumpster or refuse container in such a location that the same
can be lifted by appropriate mechanical lifting equipment. It shall further be the
duty of each business, commercial or industrial establishment to maintain each
such dumpster refuse container in a clean and sanitary condition, including the
breaking down and flattening of all cardboard material. It shall be the duty of
each business, commercial and industrial establishment to place any and all
animal, game, foul, fish, human or other waste or other discarded portions
thereof, in a separate plastic container, sealed in an airtight condition and
thereafter the same shall be placed within the container. It shall be the duty of
each business, commercial or industrial establishment to keep the area around
the container clear and free of all litter and debris. It shall also be the duty of
each business, commercial or industrial establishment to see that there is no
blocking of access to the container in order that the mechanical lifting equipment
of the sanitation department of the city may move in and out of the area freely at
all times. There shall be no marking or defacing of any container by any person.

(c)

No business or commercial or industrial establishment shall be assessed any
charges for commercial garbage removal and disposal if there shall not be

available to it or if it shall not have access to a dumpster refuse container.
Furthermore, any business, commercial or industrial establishment which shall
not generate any trash, rubbish, waste, paper, cardboard, cans, metals or the like
may request of the mayor and board of aldermen an exception to this division,
and the mayor and board of aldermen shall act on such request within 30 days.
Such request shall be accompanied by sworn statements of the reasons that the
establishment shall not be covered by this division.
(Code 1969, § 13-45(a), (b), (d))
Sec. 66-58. Transportation of own waste material by establishment; charges.
Any business, commercial or industrial establishment desiring to transport its own waste
material, including any item enumerated in section 66-57, may apply to the mayor and board of
aldermen for a permit to use the sanitary landfill of the city. The city shall, by and through its
mayor and board of aldermen, adopt a schedule of charges by resolution for the use of the
sanitary landfill, and users may pay by estimate or by weight tickets to be presented by the user
at the sanitary landfill located on Government Fleet Road in the city, or such other place as may
be designated from time to time.
(Code 1969, § 13-46)
Sec. 66-59. Charge for city collection; determination of charge by coordinator for
commercial garbage.
(a)

There is hereby fixed and levied against each business, commercial or industrial
establishment of the city a garbage and trash charge and fee as follows: Upon
each business, commercial or industrial establishment within the city, there is
imposed a monthly fee, with the assessment based upon the volume and
frequency of the pickup.

(b)

The assessment shall be determined by the coordinator for commercial garbage
and approved by the mayor and board of aldermen.

(Code 1969, § 13-47)
Sec. 66-60. Alteration of charges.
The rates, charges and container sizes set forth in this division may be reviewed by the
mayor and board of aldermen and may be altered, changed or modified by an order to that
effect entered by the mayor and board of aldermen upon its minutes without further amendment
of this division.
(Code 1969, § 13-48)
Sec. 66-61. Public works department designated administrator of fees and charges.
All fees and charges to be collected under this division shall be collected and handled
through the public works department, and these fees shall be paid by the public works
department to the city clerk and kept in a separate account.
(Code 1969, § 13-49)

Sec. 66-62. Use of dumpster refuse containers required.
It shall be unlawful for business, commercial and industrial establishments to place
garbage, trash or refuse in any other type container other than a dumpster refuse container,
except as provided in this division.
(Code 1969, § 13-50)
Secs. 66-63—66-65. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. COMMERCIAL WASTE COLLECTOR'S FRANCHISE
Sec. 66-66.

Franchise.

Sec. 66-67.

Definitions.

Sec. 66-68.

Duty to collect; franchise not exclusive.

Sec. 66-69.

Equipment requirements.

Sec. 66-70.

Duration.

Sec. 66-71.

Workforce.

Sec. 66-72.

Haulage.

Sec. 66-73.

Compliance with state and federal laws.

Sec. 66-74.

Delivery of garbage to solid waste disposal facility required.

Sec. 66-75.

Police powers.

Sec. 66-76.

Cancellation.

Sec. 66-77.

Insurance.

Sec. 66-78.

Franchise fee.

Sec. 66-79.

Billing; permits.

Sec. 66-80.

Placement of container.

Sec. 66-81.

Office.

Sec. 66-82.

Intent and purpose.

Sec. 66-83.

Permits, licenses and taxes.

Sec. 66-84.

Governing law.

Sec. 66-85.

Assignments.

Sec. 66-66. Franchise.
In consideration of the benefits to accrue to the city and the inhabitants thereof, and
based upon a finding of public convenience and necessity, the provisions of this division are
adopted for the purpose of regulating persons, corporations or entities engaging in the business

of collecting, hauling and disposing of commercial garbage and trash within the city, in
accordance with the conditions, requirements, and agreements set forth in this division.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 1, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-67. Definitions.
For the purposes of this division, the following words or phrases shall have the meaning
assigned to them as hereinafter set out:
Commercial unit shall mean any business premises, location or entity, public or private,
located within the corporate units of the city requiring collection of solid waste.
Commercial rubbish shall mean every waste accumulation of dust, paper, cartons,
cardboard, cardboard cartons, excelsior, rags and other accumulations, other than garbage or
household trash, which are usually attendant to the operation of stores, offices and similar
businesses.
Container shall mean any metal container of from two (2) to forty-two (42) yards'
capacity of a type suitable for collection by machine or packer or roll-off truck.
Franchisee shall mean any person, firm, corporation or association engaged in the
collection of solid waste from commercial units located within the city.
Owner shall mean any person, firm, corporation, or association engaged in commerce or
business, who shall place solid waste for pickup and disposal by franchisee pursuant to a
franchise issued by the city.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 2, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-68. Duty to collect; franchise not exclusive.
Upon compliance with the provisions of this division, any person, firm, corporation or
association shall be issued a nonexclusive franchise to collect commercial rubbish from
commercial units with containers within the corporate limits of the city.
Any such franchise so issued shall not be an exclusive franchise, and the city may grant
similar franchises to any other person, firm, partnership, or corporation that it may deem proper
upon the terms and conditions as set forth in this division.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 3, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-69. Equipment requirements.
(a)

In the collection and transportation of solid waste, a franchisee shall use trucks of
the packer-type as approved by the city, and shall meet all applicable state,
federal and local laws, ordinances or regulations. Further, there shall be painted
on the door, or at some other place approved by the city director of public works
the name of the franchisee.

(b)

All equipment used by a franchisee shall be cleaned, maintained and stored in a
manner approved by the director of the city of public works department.

(c)

Each franchisee shall have sufficient equipment to accomplish its work to the
satisfaction of the city.

(d)

The equipment of each franchisee shall be maintained at all times to meet all
applicable state, federal and local safety requirements and regulations.

(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 4, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-70. Duration.
The duration of each franchise granted under this division and all the privileges
associated therewith shall be for a period of one (1) year from the date of issue, unless sooner
terminated in accordance with the provisions of this division.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 5, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-71. Workforce.
Each franchisee shall be required during the term of the franchise to maintain an
adequate workforce sufficient to properly perform the service required by this division.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 6, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-72. Haulage.
(a)

Each franchisee shall be required to ensure that all solid waste or waste is
properly collected without excessive droppings or spillage.

(b)

Trucks and other vehicles or equipment of each franchisee used for hauling solid
waste shall be covered, secured or sealed so as to minimize loss during haulage
and littering of the streets and highways.

(c)

Each franchisee shall clean up any spillage resulting from its collection pursuant
to its franchise.

(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 7, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-73. Compliance with state and federal laws.
Each franchisee shall comply in all respects with all of the applicable provisions of any
state, federal or local laws or ordinances of the health department regulations or requirements
pertaining to the pickup, collecting and disposal of solid waste.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 8, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-74. Delivery of garbage to solid waste disposal facility required.
Each franchisee shall deliver all disposable commercial waste collected by it or its
agents under any franchise granted under this division, to any duly approved subtitle "D"
disposal facility fully permitted by the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality.
Provided, however, such franchisee may dispose of such commercial waste at an alternate
facility of its choice provided such facility meets applicable federal and state laws and
regulations, and is duly permitted by the state or by a comparable and similarly authorized state
agency outside the State of Mississippi. In the event, each applicant for a franchise to operate in
the city must, prior to commencement of such activity, submit to the city evidence of the landfill's
unqualified federal and state approval, including specifically its full subtitle "D" certification.

(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 9, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-75. Police powers.
It is expressly understood that, in granting any franchise, the city does not waive or
surrender any of its rights or police powers to exercise governmental control over the collection
of garbage and trash; that any franchisee shall comply with all such reasonable regulations and
ordinances duly adopted pursuant to the police powers and governmental authority of the
governing body of the city, and that the city, by entering into any franchise, does not subordinate
any of its police or governmental powers to the franchise being granted.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 10, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-76. Cancellation.
A franchise granted under this division shall be deemed a privilege, not a right. The city
may cancel any franchise granted under this division upon thirty (30) days' written notice. Prior
to any such cancellation, a franchisee shall be given reasonable opportunity to correct any
deficiency, and no such cancellation shall be effective until after the franchisee shall have been
given the opportunity to appear and be heard as to such determination.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 11, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-77. Insurance.
(a)

Each franchisee shall, for the duration of any franchise issued by the city,
maintain workers' compensation insurance and liability insurance with at least the
limits specified below:
Coverage
Limits of liability

Workers' Compensation

Statutory

Liability Insurance . . . $500,000,00
Bodily Injury Liability except Automobile, each occurence . . . 500,000.00
Property Damage Liability except Automobile, each occurence . . . 500,000.00
Automobile Bodily Injury, each person . . . 500,000.00
Liability, each occurence . . . 1,000,000.00
Automobile Property Damage Liability, each occurence . . . $500,000.00
Excess Umbrella Liability, each occurrence . . . $4,000,000.00

(b)

Certificates of insurance shall be provided to the city by the franchisee at the time
of the issuance of the franchise, including any renewal thereof, and otherwise
upon request of the city. Such certificate shall be kept on file with the city clerk.

(c)

The insurance certificate shall reflect that it is written by a company authorized to
do business in the State of Mississippi.

(d)

Each franchisee shall indemnify and hold harmless the city, its officers, agents
and employees, for any damage or claim of personal injury or death arising out of
or resulting from franchisee's operations including attorney fees.

(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 12, 4-8-97)

Sec. 66-78. Franchise fee.
Each person, firm, entity or corporation issued a franchise under this division shall pay to
the city an annual franchise fee equal to the greater of five percent of the annual commercial
container service revenue derived by that entity, or $2,500.00. The city shall have the right to
audit the books and accounts of each franchisee to ascertain the accuracy of the five percent
payment. Such fee shall be paid on an annual basis in arrears for the preceding year on or
before the 60th day after the first and each subsequent anniversary date of the commencement
of such franchise.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 13, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-79. Billing; permits.
It shall be the responsibility of each franchisee to perform all billing to its customers and
to collect all charges. Such billing and collecting shall not be the responsibility of the city.
Each franchisee shall obtain and maintain at all time all permits required from the state,
the state department of public health, the county health office, and from any other authorized
governmental agency from which permits are required for the performance of the services set
forth in this division. Each franchisee shall provide the city copies of such permits upon request
of the city.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 14, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-80. Placement of container.
The city shall not be required to, but may allow each franchisee to place containers on
city-owned property or on public rights-of-ways or easements where such placement, in the sole
discretion of the city, is necessary. A franchisee shall not place containers on city owned
property or public right-of-way without the express written consent of the city. Each franchisee
shall hold the city harmless and shall indemnify the city for any damage or claim for personal
injury or death resulting from the placement or use of such containers, including all reasonable
attorney's fees.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 15, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-81. Office.
In the event, the franchisee does not maintain an office or other facility [in] the city of
Natchez, it shall maintain a business telephone adequately maintained, during office hours and
listed in a Natchez telephone directory, and shall also maintain a post office box address in the
city. The city reserves the right to add additional requirements in this regard should the need
arise.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 16, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-82. Intent and purpose.
It is the intent and purpose of this division that the franchisee will assure the efficient,
healthful and economic and esthetic operation of commercial waste collection and disposal
service for the citizens of the city.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 17, 4-8-97)

Sec. 66-83. Permits, licenses and taxes.
The franchisee shall obtain at its expense all permits and licenses required by law or
ordinance and maintain same in full force and effect. The franchisee shall promptly pay all taxes
required by local, state and federal laws, including but not limited to motor vehicle license tags
and other such taxes.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 18, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-84. Governing law.
Any conflict regarding the interpretation of this division or the administration thereof shall
be governed by the laws of the State of Mississippi both as to interpretation, performance,
venue and jurisdiction.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 19, 4-8-97)
Sec. 66-85. Assignments.
The rights and privileges herein granted to any franchisee shall not be assigned, sublet
or transferred to any other person or entity unless the city shall first approve such assignment,
subletting or a transfer, by resolution or motion duly adopted by the city's governing body.
(Ord. No. 1997-3, § 20, 4-8-97)

ARTICLE III. LITTERING
Sec. 66-86.

Litter control officer.

Sec. 66-87.

Generally prohibited.

Sec. 66-88.

Distribution of handbills; exceptions.

Sec. 66-89.

Dropping from aircraft.

Sec. 66-90.

On occupied private property.

Sec. 66-91.

Owner to maintain private property free from litter.

Sec. 66-92.

On vacant lots.

Sec. 66-93. Clearing of litter from open private property by city; notice to remove; action upon
noncompliance.

Sec. 66-86. Litter control officer.
(a)

There is hereby created within the police department of the city the position of
litter control officer.

(b)

Such position shall be filled by appointment by the chief of police, and the person
serving in such position shall serve at the pleasure of the chief of police.

(c)

The litter control officer shall enforce this article, as amended from time to time,
reference to which is made for all purposes. The litter control officer shall have
the power to enforce all city ordinances and state laws regarding litter, as

provided in this article, and shall have the power to issue notices and legal
citations returnable to the municipal court of the city and to pursue and file
criminal affidavits for the violation of such ordinances or laws. The form of
citations shall be approved by the judge of the municipal court. This authority
shall be supplementary to the general police power of the city and shall in no way
effect the authority of the city police department officers or other duly authorized
officers to enforce this or other city ordinances or other state laws relating to the
subject of litter control.
(Code 1969, § 13-1.1)
Administration, ch. 2.
Sec. 66-87. Generally prohibited.
(a)

In public places. No person shall throw or deposit litter in or upon any street,
sidewalk or other public place within the city except in public receptacles, in
authorized private receptacles for collection, or in official city landfills.

(b)

Sweeping into gutters. No person shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter, street
or other public place within the city the accumulation of litter from any building or
lot or from any public or private sidewalk or driveway. Persons owning or
occupying property shall keep the sidewalk in front of their premises free of litter.

(c)

Thrown by persons in vehicles. No person, while a driver or passenger in a
vehicle, shall throw or deposit litter upon any street or other public place within
the city or upon private property.

(d)

Truck loads causing. No person shall drive or move any truck or other vehicle
within the city unless such vehicle is so constructed, loaded or covered as to
prevent any load, contents or litter from being blown or deposited upon any
street, alley or other public place, nor shall any person drive or move any vehicle
or truck within the city, the wheels or tires of which carry onto or deposit in any
street, alley or other public place, mud, dirt, sticky substances, litter or foreign
matter of any kind.

(e)

In parks. No person shall throw or deposit litter in any park within the city except
in public receptacles and in such a manner that the litter will be prevented from
being carried or deposited by the elements upon any part of the park or upon any
street or other public place. Where public receptacles are not provided, all such
litter shall be carried away from the park by the person responsible for its
presence and properly disposed of elsewhere as provided in this article.

(f)

In bodies of water and fountains. No person shall throw or deposit litter in any
fountain, pond, stream, bayou or any other body of water in a park or elsewhere
within the city.

(Code 1969, § 13-2)
Spilling loads on highways, MCA 1972, § 63-5-55; littering highways and private property
with trash or substance likely to cause fire, MCA 1972, § 97-15-29.
Sec. 66-88. Distribution of handbills; exceptions.

(a)

Throwing or distributing in public places. No person shall throw or deposit any
commercial or noncommercial handbill in or upon any sidewalk, street or other
public place within the city. Nor shall any person hand out or distribute or sell any
commercial handbill in any public place; provided, however, that it shall not be
unlawful on any sidewalk, street, or other public place within the city for any
person to hand out or distribute, without charge to the receiver thereof, any
noncommercial handbill to any person willing to accept it.

(b)

Placing on vehicles. No person shall throw or deposit any commercial or
noncommercial handbill in or upon any vehicle; provided, however, that it shall
not be unlawful in any public place for a person to hand out or distribute without
charge to the receiver thereof, a noncommercial handbill to any occupant of a
vehicle who is willing to accept it.

(c)

Depositing on uninhabited or vacant premises. No person shall throw or deposit
any commercial or noncommercial handbill in or upon any private premises
which are temporarily or continuously uninhabited or vacant.

(d)

Distribution on posted property. No person shall throw, deposit or distribute any
commercial or noncommercial handbill upon any private premises, if requested
by anyone thereon not to do so, or if there is placed on the premises in a
conspicuous position near the entrance thereof, a sign bearing the words: "no
trespassing," "no peddlers or agents," "no advertisement," or any similar notice,
indicating in any matter that the occupants of the premises do not desire to be
molested or have their right of such privacy disturbed, or to have any such
handbills left upon such premises.

(e)

Distributing at inhabited private premises. No person shall throw, deposit or
distribute any commercial or noncommercial handbill in or upon private premises
which are inhabited, except by handing or transmitting any such handbill directly
to the owner, occupant, or other person then present in or upon such private
premises; provided, however, that in case of inhabited private premises which
are not posted, as provided in subsection (d) of this section, such person, unless
requested by anyone upon such premises not to do so, may place or deposit any
such handbill in or upon such inhabited private premises, if such handbill is so
placed or deposited as to secure or prevent such handbill from being blown or
drifted about such premises or sidewalks, streets, or other public places, and
except that mailboxes may not be so used when so prohibited by the federal
postal law or regulations. The expression "inhabited premises" as used in this
subsection shall include any residence, business, farm or other premises
customarily inhabited by persons.

(f)

Exemption for mail and newspapers. The provisions of this section shall not
apply to the distribution of mail by the United States, nor to newspapers, except
that newspapers shall be placed on private property in such a manner as to
prevent their being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street,
sidewalk or other public place or upon private property.

(Code 1969, § 13-2.1)
Sec. 66-89. Dropping from aircraft.

No person in an aircraft shall throw out, drop or deposit within the city any litter, handbill
or any other object.
(Code 1969, § 13-2.2)
Sec. 66-90. On occupied private property.
No person shall throw or deposit litter on any occupied private property within the city,
whether owned by such person or not, except that the owner or person in control of private
property may maintain authorized private receptacles for collection in such a manner that litter
will be prevented from being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, sidewalk or
other public place or upon any private property.
(Code 1969, § 13-4.1)
Sec. 66-91. Owner to maintain private property free from litter.
The owner or person in control of any private property shall at all times maintain the
premises free of litter; provided, however, that this section shall not prohibit the storage of litter
in authorized private receptacles for collection.
(Code 1969, § 13-4.2)
Sec. 66-92. On vacant lots.
No person shall throw or deposit litter on any open or vacant private property within the
city whether owned by such person or not.
(Code 1969, § 13-4.3)
Sec. 66-93. Clearing of litter from open private property by city; notice to remove; action
upon noncompliance.
(a)

Notice to remove. The litter control officer is hereby authorized and empowered
to notify the owner of any open or vacant private property within the city or the
agent of such owner to properly dispose of litter located on such owner's property
which is dangerous to public health, safety or welfare. Such notice shall be made
by delivering a copy of the notice to the owner, or if such notice cannot be made
with reasonable diligence on the owner, by leaving a copy of the notice at the
owner's usual place of abode with the owner's spouse or some other person of
the owner's family above the age of 16 years who is willing to receive service,
and by thereafter mailing a copy of the notice by first class mail to the person to
be served at the place where a copy of the notice was left. In addition to service
by any other method provided in this section, notice may be served on a person
outside the city by sending a copy of the notice to the person to be served by
certified mail, return receipt requested. Where the owner is a natural person, the
envelope containing the notice shall be marked "restricted delivery." Service by
this method shall be deemed complete as of the date of delivery as evidenced by
the return receipt or by the returned envelope marked "refused."

(b)

Action upon noncompliance. Upon the failure, neglect or refusal of any owner or
agent so notified, to properly dispose of litter dangerous to the public health,
safety or welfare within ten days after receipt of the written notice provided for in

subsection (a) of this section, or within ten days after the date of such notice if
the same is returned to the city post office department because of its inability to
make delivery thereof, provided the notice was properly addressed to the last
known address of such owner or agent, the litter control officer is hereby
authorized and empowered to pay for the disposing of such litter or to order its
disposal by the city.
(c)

Charge for removal included in tax bill. When the city has effected the removal of
such dangerous litter or has paid for its removal, the actual cost thereof shall be
assessed to the owner of such property on the owner's next regular ad valorem
tax statement, and the charge shall be due and payable by the owner at the time
of payment of such bill.

(d)

Recorded statement constitutes lien. Where the full amount due the city is not
paid by such owner within 30 days after the disposal of such litter, as provided for
in subsections (a) and (b) of this section, then, and in that case, the litter control
officer shall cause to be recorded in the office of the city clerk a sworn statement
showing the cost and expense incurred for the work, the date the work was done
and the location of the property on which the work was done. A copy of the sworn
statement shall be mailed to the owner by certified mail in the same manner as
set forth in subsection (a) of this section. The recordation of such sworn
statement shall constitute a lien and privilege on the property, and shall remain in
full force and effect for the amount due until full payment has been made. The
costs and expenses shall be collected in the manner fixed by law for the
collection of ad valorem taxes and shall further be subject to a delinquency
penalty of ten percent, plus legal interest thereon if the same is not paid in full on
or before the date the tax bill upon which the charge appears becomes
delinquent. Sworn statements recorded in accordance with the provisions of this
section shall be prima facie evidence that all legal formalities have been
complied with and that the work has been done properly and satisfactorily, and
shall be full notice to every person concerned that the amount of the statement,
plus penalty and interest, constitutes a charge against the property designated or
described in the statement and that the same is due and collectible as provided
by law.

(Code 1969, § 13-4.4)

Chapters 67—69 RESERVED
Chapter 70 TAXATION

xlix[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 70-1.

Property subject to taxation.

Sec. 70-2.

Assessment rolls.

Sec. 70-3.

Adoption of state procedures and law.

Sec. 70-4.

Payment of assessments in installments.

Sec. 70-5.

Gross revenue tax on telephone and other communication companies.

Sec. 70-6.

Gross revenue tax on gaming operations.

Sec. 70-7.

Imposition of tax on cruise vessels on which gaming is conducted.

Secs. 70-8—70-30.

Reserved.

Sec. 70-1. Property subject to taxation.
All property owned within the city, or possessed within the city, by any person on
January 1 of such year, shall be subject to taxation for the support of the government and
payment of the debts of the city during such year.
(Code 1969, § 27-2)
Sec. 70-2. Assessment rolls.
The form of the personal and land assessment rolls of the city shall conform, as far as
applicable, to be the personal and land assessment rolls of the county.
(Code 1969, § 27-3)
Form of land assessment roll, MCA 1972, § 21-33-5; form of personal assessment roll,
MCA 1972, § 21-33-7.
Sec. 70-3. Adoption of state procedures and law.
All things as set out in this section with reference to city taxes shall conform to state law
for the assessment and collection of taxes on real and personal property in the city as follows:
(1)

The date taxes are due and payable.

(2)

The assessment of property, both real and personal, except that the assessment
rolls shall be made up and revised each year in accordance with the interlocal
agreement between the city and the county.

(3)

All notices to property owners, notices of sale and all other notices.

(4)

Filing of the assessment roll, except that the tax collector may collect from either
the original or the revised assessment roll.

(5)

Sale and notice of sale of property for delinquent taxes.

(6)

Filing a list of land sold with the city clerk.

(7)

Redemption of land from tax sale, except that the party redeeming the land from
the sale shall be required to pay ten percentum on the amount of taxes for which
it was sold in addition to all taxes and damages and costs incident to the sale.

(8)

Delivery of deed for lands not redeemed from a tax sale.

(9)

Damages and costs chargeable and collectible.

(10)

And all other things with reference to assessment, notice, sale or redemption
shall be done and performed at the same time and in the same manner as
provided by state law for like purposes in the county.

(Code 1969, § 27-4)

Sec. 70-4. Payment of assessments in installments.
Any or all taxes assessed or levied for the payment of bonds and interest thereon, other
evidences of indebtedness for money borrowed and interest thereon, betterment or
improvement assessments, or special street improvements, may be paid in installments in
accordance with state law.
(Code 1969, § 27-5(a))
Collection of ad valorem taxes, MCA 1972, § 27-41-1 et seq.; taxes levied for bonds, etc.,
how installment payment may be authorized, MCA 1972, § 27-41-3; provisions of
chapter applicable to municipalities, MCA 1972, § 27-41-5; interest where paid in
installments, MCA 1972, § 27-41-9.
Sec. 70-5. Gross revenue tax on telephone and other communication companies.
The additional tax of two percent of the gross revenues collected by all telephone or
communication utilities of the state on local business from customers within the corporate limits
of the city is hereby adopted.
(Code 1969, § 27-7)
City Utility Tax Law, MCA 1972, § 21-33-201 et seq.
Sec. 70-6. Gross revenue tax on gaming operations.
(a)

Tax imposed. Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 75-76-195, as revised, 1991, there is
hereby imposed a fee upon licensees located within the city for the conducting,
carrying on or operating any gambling game, slot machine or other game of
chance based upon all of the gross revenue of the licensee derived from such
establishment within the city.

(b)

Fees. The fee imposed in this section shall be as follows:
(1)

Four-tenths of a percent of all the gross revenue which is less than or
equal to $50,000.00 per calendar month;

(2)

Six-tenths of a percent of all the gross revenue which is greater than
$50,000.00 and less than or equal to $134,000.00 per calendar month;
and

(3)

Eight-tenths of a percent of all the gross revenue of the licensee which is
greater than $134,000.00 per calendar month.

(Code 1969, § 27-8)
Sec. 70-7. Imposition of tax on cruise vessels on which gaming is conducted.
(a)

Pursuant to senate bill no. 3117 of the regular 1993 session of the state
legislature, there is hereby imposed a fee on every cruise vessel, as defined in
MCA 1972, § 27-109-1, that docks in the city and on which legal gaming is
conducted.

(b)

The fee imposed in this section shall be in the amount of 3.2 percent of gross
revenue of such cruise vessel per calendar month.

(c)

The tax imposed in this section shall take effect and be in force from and after
June 1, 1995.

(Ord. No. 1993-9, §§ 1, 2, 4, 8-24-93)
Secs. 70-8—70-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. MOTOR VEHICLES l[2]
Sec. 70-31.

Adoption of tax assessment schedule of state tax commission.

Sec. 70-32.

Collection.

Sec. 70-31. Adoption of tax assessment schedule of state tax commission.
The mayor and board of aldermen hereby elects to make use of and adopt the
assessment schedule for motor vehicles prepared and provided by the state tax commission as
the basis for the assessment and collection of ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles located
within its jurisdiction.
(Code 1969, § 27-18)
Sec. 70-32. Collection.
The county tax collector is hereby authorized to collect the motor vehicle ad valorem
taxes of the city at the same time and in the same manner that the county tax collector collects
the county and state ad valorem taxes on such motor vehicles. Such collector shall receive fees
for his or her services in making such collections, as determined by the mayor and board of
aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 27-19)
Collection of ad valorem taxes by county tax collector for city, MCA 1972, § 27-51-29.

Chapter 71 TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 71-1—71-20.

Reserved.

Secs. 71-1—71-20. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. ANTENNA TOWERS AND SATELLITE DISHES li[1]
DIVISION 1.

GENERALLY

Sec. 71-21.

Definitions.

Sec. 71-22.

Penalty for violations.

Sec. 71-23.

District height limitations.

Sec. 71-24.

Amateur radio; receive-only antennas.

Sec. 71-25.

Grandfathered towers and antennas.

Sec. 71-26.

Application to satellite dishes.

Secs. 71-27—71-35.

Reserved.

Sec. 71-21. Definitions.
[For the purposes of this article, the following words and terms shall have the meaning
ascribed thereto:]
Antenna: Any structure or device used for the purpose of collecting or radiating
electromagnetic waves, including, but not limited to, directional antennas, such as panels,
microwaves dishes, satellite dishes, and omni directional antennas, such as whip antennas.
Commercial wireless telecommunication services: Licensed commercial wireless
telecommunication services including cellular, personal communication services (PCS),
specialized mobilized radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobilized radio (ESMR), paging and
similar services that are marketed to the general public.
Compound boundary: The fenced area containing commercial
telecommunication service towers and associated buildings and equipment.

wireless

FAA: Federal Aviation Administration.
FCC: Federal Communications Commission.
Governing authority: The board of aldermen of the City of Natchez.
Height: The height of a tower generally is the distance from the base of the tower to the
top of the structure. Height is more specifically defined herein.
Person: Any natural person, a partnership of two or more persons having a joint or
common interest, corporation, partnership, limited partnership, limited liability company, or other
entity or form of entity, including an association of persons or entities.
Protected areas: Any property within the city that meets all of the following requirements:
(1)

Except as otherwise provided, the property is zoned and designated R-1
(one-family residential district), R-2 (two-family residential district), R-3
(multifamily residential district), B-3 (central business district), O-L (open land
district), property located within the city's designated historic district or any other
areas protected under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 such as
historical sites and wetlands.

(2)

The property is used or subdivided for use as one of the aforesaid zoning
designations.

Public utility: Persons, corporations, or governments supplying gas, electric,
transportation, water, sewer or land line telephone service to the general public. For the purpose
of this article, commercial wireless telecommunication service facilities shall not be considered
public utility uses, and are defined separately.

Satellite dish: The term satellite dish shall be an inclusive term and shall mean any
antenna designed to receive direct broadcast satellite service, including direct-to-home satellite
services, video programming services via multipoint distribution services, including multichannel
multipoint distribution services, instruction television fixed services, local multipoint distribution
services, or television broadcast signals, via direct or orbital satellite signals.
Tower: Any ground- or roof-mounted pole, spire, mast, structure, or combination thereof
taller than 12 feet, including supporting lines, cables, wires, braces, and masts, intended
primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna, meteorological device, or similar apparatus
above grade.
Tower, temporary: An antenna and supporting equipment used on a temporary basis in
conjunction with a special event, emergency situation or in case of equipment failure.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. II, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-22. Penalty for violations.
Any person violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction shall be punished as provided in section 1-5 of the Code of Ordinances. In addition to
the criminal penalty, the city may seek injunctive relief for the purpose of enforcing the terms of
this article.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VII, § 1, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-01, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-23. District height limitations.
In accordance with existing zoning regulations, the requirements set forth in this article
shall govern the location of towers that exceed, and antennas that are installed at a height in
excess of, the height limitations specified for each zoning district. The height limitations
applicable to buildings and structures shall not apply to towers and antennas.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. III, § 1, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-24. Amateur radio; receive-only antennas.
This article shall not govern any tower, or the installation of any antenna, that is under 70
feet in height, located in the rear yard of residentially zoned parcels, and is owned and operated
by a federally-licensed amateur radio operator or is used exclusively for receive-only antennas.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. III, § 2, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-25. Grandfathered towers and antennas.
Any tower or antenna existing on the effective date of this article shall not be required to
meet the requirements of this article, other than the requirements of any and all preexisting
zoning ordinances and any state, FAA or FCC requirements. Any such towers or antennas that
fail to meet the requirements of this article shall be referred to in this article as "grandfathered"
towers or "grandfathered" antennas. Provided however, any subsequent modifications to towers
or antennas shall be the subject of an application as provided hereinafter, and at such time, said
grandfathered towers and antennas shall be required to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the
city engineer that such modifications meet all applicable building codes or otherwise are
structurally sound and meet the applicable safety standards.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. III, § 3, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-26. Application to satellite dishes.
(a)

This article shall apply to all satellite dishes and other forms of antennas located
within the city, except that the following shall be exempt from the requirements of
this article:
(1)

(2)

Any antenna or satellite dish described below that is mounted at a height
no greater than 12 feet above grade (this measurement includes both the
height of the mast or tower to which the antenna is attached as well as
the height of the structure upon which it is mounted, such as a house, if
applicable):
a.

That is designed to receive direct broadcast satellite service,
including direct-to-home satellite services, that is one meter or
less in diameter; or

b.

That is designed to receive video programming services via
multipoint distribution services, including multichannel multipoint
distribution services, instructional television fixed services, and
local multipoint distribution services, and that is one meter or less
in diameter or diagonal measurement.

An antenna that is designed to receive television broadcast signals that is
mounted at a height no greater than 12 feet.

(b)

The city expressly finds that in order to protect the safety and welfare of its
citizens, to protect adjacent property owners from damage by excessively tall,
bulky or heavy antennas mounted on insufficiently designed or constructed
towers or mast and to ensure the aesthetic value of the city is protected that it is
necessary to regulate antennas that exceed the requirements of paragraph (a) by
application of the provisions of this article.

(c)

Any antenna or satellite dish that does not fall within the exceptions set forth in
paragraph (a) above shall be subject to applicable regulations contained in this
article.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. III, § 4, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Secs. 71-27—71-35. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PERMIT AND FEES
Sec. 71-36.

Permit required.

Sec. 71-37.

Fees.

Sec. 71-38.

Application.

Sec. 71-39.

Processing.

Secs. 71-40—71-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 71-36. Permit required.
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to erect, construct in place, place
or erect, replace, or repair any tower without first making application to the planning and zoning
department and securing a permit therefor as provided herein and in any other building codes.
The term "repair" as used herein shall not include any bona fide emergency circumstance for
which, because of the timing of such emergency arising, there is inadequate time to make such
an application, but in such circumstances, the person, firm, or corporation shall file such an
application and seek approval within three working days of the time such circumstance arises.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. IV, § 1, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-37. Fees.
The application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable application fee. Such fee
shall be payable by a certified check, postal or money order to the City of Natchez. The fee
schedule shall be as follows:
(1)

A permit for erection of a new tower with one antenna array (permitted use) . . .
$1,500.00

(2)

A permit for erection of a new tower with one antenna array (special use permit) .
. . 2,000.00

(3)

A permit for erection of a new tower with one antenna array (variance) . . .
1,750.00

(4)

A permit for placement of an antenna on an existing tower or on an existing
structure . . . 750.00

(5)

A permit for modification to an existing tower, antenna or structure . . . 750.00

(6)

A permit for placement of a temporary tower or antenna . . . 150.00

Should the cost for investigation and determination of the merit of such application
exceed that customarily and reasonably expected, the city may, in its discretion, and for good
cause, make such additional assessment upon the applicant which fee shall be paid within 30
days after notification to the applicant of such cost, and shall not exceed 50 percent of the initial
fee.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. IV, § 2, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-38. Application.
Each application shall contain the following information as well as additional information
that the board of adjustment and the planning and zoning department may from time to time
require:
(1)

The name, address and telephone number of the person requesting the permit.
The person named shall be a primary contact who has authority to act on behalf
of the person or entity requesting the permit.

(2)

Site plan. The site plan shall contain a scaled site plan and a scaled elevation
view and other supporting drawings and design data showing the proposed
location of the tower, antenna or both, as well as the location of all other towers
used to provide services within the city.

(3)

Each application shall state whether the tower will be a permitted use or that a
special use permit or variance is required.

(4)

A report from a qualified and licensed professional engineer which describes:
a.

The tower height and design, including a cross section and elevation;

b.

The height above grade for all potential mounting positions for co-located
antennas and the minimum separation distances between antennas;

c.

The tower's capacity, including the number and type of antennas that it
can accommodate;

d.

Documented steps that the applicant will take to avoid interference with
established public safety telecommunications;

e.

Includes an engineer's stamp and registration number; and

f.

Includes other information necessary to evaluate the request; and

g.

A full geotechnical evaluation of the proposed tower location performed
by a geotechnical engineer licensed to practice in the State of Mississippi.

(5)

Owners of all commercial wireless telecommunications service towers shall file a
letter of intent committing the tower owner and his or her successors to allow the
shared use of the tower if an additional user agrees in writing to meet reasonable
terms and conditions for shared use.

(6)

Written authorization from the site owner for the application.

(7)

An estimate of the cost of construction; an estimate of the cost of demolition and
removal.

(8)

An inventory or map of the applicant's existing towers, antennas or sites
previously approved for such, either owned or leased, both within the city and
within three miles of the city limits, including specific information about the
location, height and design of each tower, and the height of the applicant's
antenna(s). The separation distance between the proposed tower or antenna and
these towers shall also be noted.

(9)

Before the issuance of a permit for the construction of a tower the following
supplemental information shall be submitted:

(10)

a.

Proof that the proposed tower complies with regulations administered by
the FAA; and

b.

A report from the qualified and licensed professional engineer which
demonstrates the tower's compliance with structural and electrical needs
required by this article.

Before the issuance of a permit for the construction of a tower, the applicant shall
provide a performance bond in the amount of 125 percent of the estimated cost
of demolition and removal in favor of the city, assuring that, in the event the tower
becomes obsolete or for any reason is no longer used or is abandoned by the
tower owner, adequate funds exist to dismantle and remove the tower, per
section 71-68 of this article. Such performance bond should be issued by a
surety company duly qualified in the state, and may at the discretion of the city
be reviewed and revised if the bond is considered insufficient to cover the cost of

the demolition and removal. In the event of the sale of the tower, the city must be
notified 30 days prior to the transfer of ownership and a performance bond must
be obtained and furnished to the city by the new owner prior to the transfer of
ownership and continuation of the operation of the tower, per the requirements of
this article.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. IV, § 3, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-39. Processing.
(a)

Each application shall be processed within a reasonable period of time after
application has been filed. A permit or denial of permit shall be issued not later
that 30 days after the date on which the application was made except as
otherwise provided. The governing authority may extend the time period for
granting or denial of a permit beyond the allowed time in increments not to
exceed 30 days if the governing authority finds that due to the nature and scope
of the application additional time is required. The reasons for the additional time
shall be provided to the applicant in writing.

(b)

If the request for a permit is denied, then the denial shall be in writing setting
forth each specific reason for such denial. The reasons for the denial shall be
entered in the written records of the city.

(c)

A denial shall be supported by substantial evidence.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. IV, § 4, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Secs. 71-40—71-50. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. ZONING REGULATIONS
Sec. 71-51.

Permitted uses.

Sec. 71-52.

Special use permits.

Secs. 71-53—71-60.

Reserved.

Sec. 71-51. Permitted uses.
(a)

General. The uses listed herein are permitted uses and shall not require special
use permits. Notwithstanding the foregoing, all such uses shall comply with all
applicable safety and building codes established by the governing authority or
any other FAA or FCC requirements. Prior to the installation of any antenna or
tower the owner of such antenna or tower shall make written application as
required in section 71-38 of this article and include all information required
therein and state on the application that the tower will be a permitted use and no
special use permit or variance is required.

(b)

Specific permitted uses are as follows:
(1)

The placement of a tower or antenna, including additional buildings or
other supporting equipment, in I-1 (industrial districts).

(2)

Installation of a antenna on an existing structure other than a tower (such
as a building, light pole, water tower, or other free-standing nonresidential
structure) that is 50 feet in height or greater, provided that the additional
antenna adds no more than 20 feet to the height of the existing structure.

(3)

Installation of an antenna on any existing tower of any height, so long as
the addition of said antenna adds no more than 20 feet to the height of
the existing tower and the existing tower is not a grandfathered tower;
provided, however, that such specific permitted use shall not include the
placement of additional buildings or other supporting equipment used in
connection with said antenna.

(4)

In all protected areas the maximum height of any tower, including all
antennas and other attachments, shall conform to preexisting height
restrictions established for said areas, except that special use permits
may be granted under the terms set forth in section 71-52 to allow
attachments to existing structures.

(5)

The placement of a temporary tower structure on any parcel within the
B-2 (general business) or I-1 (industrial) zoning districts or on any land or
structure owned, leased, held or dedicated for use by the city; such
structures must comply with the district yard requirements as defined in
the zoning ordinance, and shall not exceed 100 feet in height. Location,
placement and grounding of such temporary structure must be approved
by the city planner and building official prior to installation. The duration of
a temporary permit may not exceed four months. Approval of a permit to
install a temporary tower structure does not constitute approval of a
permit to construct a permanent commercial wireless telecommunication
service tower.

(6)

The placement of a tower or antenna on land or structures owned,
leased, held or dedicated for use by the city.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. V, § 1, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-52. Special use permits.
(a)

General. The following provisions shall govern the issuance of special use
permits.
(1)

If the tower or antenna is not a permitted use under section 71-51 (b),
then a special use permit shall be required for the construction of a tower
or the placement of an antenna in prohibited areas.

(2)

In granting a special use permit, the governing authority may impose
zoning conditions to the extent the governing authority concludes such
conditions are necessary to buffer or otherwise minimize any adverse
effect of the proposed tower on adjoining properties.

(3)

The board shall notify the owners of surrounding properties within 300
feet of the boundary of the subject property by certified mail; such
notification should be made one week prior to the date of the public
hearing.

(b)

Factors considered in granting special use permits. The governing authority shall
consider the following factors in determining whether to issue a special use
permit, although the governing authority may waive or reduce the burden on the
applicant of one or more of these criteria, if, in the sole discretion of the
governing authority, the goals of this article are better served thereby:
(1)

Height of the proposed tower or antenna;

(2)

Proximity of the tower to residential structures and residential district
boundaries;

(3)

Technical or engineering requirements limiting placement of the tower in
other areas in order to provide coverage;

(4)

Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties;

(5)

Surrounding topography, tree coverage and foliage;

(6)

Design of the tower, with particular reference to design characteristics
that have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness; and

(7)

Availability of suitable existing towers and other structures.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. V, § 2, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Secs. 71-53—71-60. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. TOWERS; PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND OTHER
REQUIREMENTS
Sec. 71-61.

Co-location requirements with existing towers or other structures.

Sec. 71-62.

Tower construction requirements.

Sec. 71-63.

Tower and antenna design requirements.

Sec. 71-64.

Tower height and setback requirements.

Sec. 71-65.

Tower lighting.

Sec. 71-66.

Signs and advertising.

Sec. 71-67.

Accessory utility buildings and screening.

Sec. 71-68.

Abandoned or unused towers.

Sec. 71-69.

Proof of non-interference.

Sec. 71-70.

Radio frequency emissions.

Sec. 71-71.

[Reserved]

Sec. 71-72.

Indemnity; claim resolution.

Sec. 71-61. Co-location requirements with existing towers or other structures.

All towers erected, constructed, or located within the city shall comply with following
requirements:
(1)

Any proposed tower shall be designed structurally, electrically, and in all
respects, to accommodate both the applicant's antennas and comparable
antennas for at least three additional users if the tower is over 100 feet in height
or for at least one additional user if the tower is between 60 and 100 feet in
height. Towers must be designed to allow for future rearrangement of antennas
upon the tower and to accept antennas mounted at varying heights.

(2)

No new tower shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates to the
reasonable satisfaction of the governing authority that no existing tower or other
structure can accommodate the applicants proposed antenna within a one mile
search radius of the proposed tower. Evidence submitted to demonstrate that no
existing tower or structure can accommodate the applicant's proposed antenna
may consist of any of the following:

(3)

a.

No existing towers or structures are located within the geographic area
required to meet applicant's engineering requirements.

b.

Existing towers or structures are not of sufficient height to meet
applicant's engineering requirements.

c.

Existing towers or structures do not have sufficient structural capacity to
support applicant's proposed antenna and related equipment and the
existing or approved tower cannot be reinforced, modified or replaced to
accommodate planned or equivalent equipment at a reasonable cost.

d.

The applicant's proposed antenna would cause electromagnetic
interference with the antenna on the existing towers or structures, or the
antenna on the existing towers or structures would cause interference
with the applicant's proposed antenna.

e.

The fees or costs required to share an existing tower or structure or to
adapt an existing tower or structure for sharing are unreasonable. Costs
exceeding new tower construction are presumed unreasonable.

f.

Property owners or owners of existing towers or structures are unwilling
to accommodate reasonably the applicant's needs.

g.

The applicant demonstrates that there are other limiting factors that
render existing towers and structures unsuitable.

Any evidence submitted to the governing authority in order to meet the
requirements of subsection (2) above shall be documented by a qualified and
licensed professional engineer

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 1, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-62. Tower construction requirements.
All towers erected, constructed, or located within the city, and all wiring therefor, shall
comply with the requirements set forth any and all applicable building codes.
Every tower shall be inspected a minimum of every 24 months at the owner's expense,
by a structural engineer licensed to practice in the state. This inspection shall be conducted in

accordance with the tower inspection checklist provided in the Electronics Industries Alliance
Standard 222 "Structure Standards for Steel Antenna Towers and Antenna Supporting
Structures." Two copies of the inspection report shall be submitted to the department of
planning and zoning.
All towers erected, constructed, or located within the city shall be designed to withstand
a basic wind speed of 85 miles per hour.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 2, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-63. Tower and antenna design requirements.
(a)

Towers and antennas shall be designed to blend into the surrounding
environment, to the extent possible, through the use of color and camouflaging
architectural treatment, unless the FAA or other federal or state authorities
require otherwise or that the goal of co-location would be better served by an
alternate design. The use of guyed wires is prohibited.

(b)

Towers shall be of a monopole design.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 3, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-64. Tower height and setback requirements.
(a)

The maximum commercial wireless telecommunication service tower height in I-1
(industrial) and B-2 (general business) zoning districts is 250 feet from ground
level. The maximum tower height in any other district is 100 feet, subject to the
approval of a special use permit per section 71-52 of this article. The maximum
tower height on any property owned, leased, held or dedicated for use by the city
is 250 feet; a waiver of the height requirement may be granted by the board of
aldermen if it is determined that the additional height is necessary for the
provision of public protection services, notwithstanding that such tower structures
may be used jointly by the city and any other individual or entity for public or
private purposes.

(b)

Commercial wireless telecommunication service towers shall be set back from a
residential property line or residential district boundary a distance no less than
two feet for each foot in tower height. Commercial wireless telecommunication
service towers shall be located a distance equal to 50 percent of the tower height
to any property boundary. Additionally, commercial wireless telecommunication
service towers shall be located no closer to any tower compound boundary than
a distance equal to 25 percent of the tower height.

(c)

Notwithstanding division 3 of this article, if the department of planning and zoning
and the board of adjustment determine that the integration of a tower into an
existing or proposed structure such as a church steeple, light standard, power
line supports, athletic field lighting supports or other similar structures does not
compromise the aesthetic appearance of the property, setback requirements may
be waived under the terms of section 71-52.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 4, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-65. Tower lighting.

(a)

Towers shall not be illuminated through the use of artificial lights such as strobe
lights or other lighting devices unless specifically required by the FAA or other
state and federal government agencies. Light fixtures may be attached if it is part
of the design incorporated into the tower structure to be used for the illumination
of athletic fields, parking lots, streets or other similar areas. Lighting of the
accessory buildings for basic security purposes is permissible but may not result
in unnecessary glare on adjacent properties in residentially zoned areas.

(b)

Should lighting be required by state or federal law, such lighting shall be placed
on the tower and designed in such a way as to minimize the glare on adjacent
residential properties. White strobe lights may not be used unless required.

(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 5, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-66. Signs and advertising.
Towers shall not display signs or advertisements for commercial or non-commercial
purposes, unless such signs are for the purpose of providing warning or specific equipment
information.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 6, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-67. Accessory utility buildings and screening.
All utility buildings and structures accessory to a tower shall be architecturally designed
to blend in with the surrounding environment and shall meet the minimum setback requirements
of the underlying zoning district. Ground mounted equipment shall be screened from the view of
the motoring public and adjacent residential land uses or residentially zoned properties by an
eight foot solid wood fence and an evergreen screening tree row; the proposed tree species and
an irrigation and maintenance plan must be submitted for approval by the department of
planning and zoning. The governing authority may require additional screening or otherwise
require design modifications to ensure that the attractiveness and the aesthetic quality of the
area is not adversely impacted.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 7, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-68. Abandoned or unused towers.
All abandoned, unused or obsolete towers and accompanying accessory facilities shall
be removed by the property owner within six months of cessation of use. In the event that a
tower and its associated facilities are not removed within six months of cessation of operations
at a site, the tower and associated facilities may be removed by the city using the performance
bond required under section 71-38 of this article, and any additional removal costs assessed
against the property.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 8, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-69. Proof of non-interference.
Each application for construction of a wireless telecommunication facility shall include
either a preliminary or a certified statement that the construction of the tower, including
reception and transmission functions, will not interfere with the radio, television and public safety
communications devices or other services enjoyed by adjacent residential and nonresidential

properties. In the event only a preliminary statement is submitted with the application a final
certified statement of non-interference will be provided and approved prior to issuance of a
building permit. The certificate shall be certified by licensed engineer.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 9, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-70. Radio frequency emissions.
Each application must show that any antennae placed on the tower meets state and
federal regulations pertaining to non-ionizing radiation and other health hazards related to such
facilities. If new or more restrictive standards are adopted, then the antennae shall be made to
comply or continued operation may be restricted.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 10, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)
Sec. 71-71. [Reserved]
Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2001-1, adopted Mar. 27, 2001, repealed § 71-71, which pertained to spacing of
telecommunications towers, and derived from Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 11,
adopted Mar. 3, 1998.
Sec. 71-72. Indemnity; claim resolution.
The owner of the tower and all communications service providers must show by
certificate from a registered engineer that the proposed facility will contain only equipment
meeting FCC rules, and must file with the planning department a written indemnification of the
city and proof of liability insurance or financial ability to respond to claims up to $1,000,000.00 in
the aggregate which may arise from operation of the facility during its life, at no cost to the city,
in a form and with terms and conditions which must be approved by the city's attorney. Such
insurance policy shall be issued by a company authorized to do business in the state.
(Ord. No. 1998-2, Art. VI, § 12, 3-3-98; Ord. No. 2001-1, 3-27-01)

Chapters 72, 73 RESERVED
Chapter 74 TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES lii[1]
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 74-1.

Definitions.

Sec. 74-2.

Toy vehicles upon roadways.

Secs. 74-3—74-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different

meaning. Whenever any words and phrases are not defined in this section but are defined in the
state laws regulating the operation of vehicles, any such definition shall be deemed to apply to
such words and phrases used in this chapter.
Authorized emergency vehicles means vehicles of the fire department, police vehicles
and such ambulances and emergency vehicles of city departments or public service
corporations as are designated or authorized by the chief of police.
Bicycle means every device propelled by human power upon which any person may
ride, having two tandem wheels over 20 inches in diameter with tires inflated.
Business district means the territory contiguous to and including a street or highway
when 50 percent or more of the frontage thereon for a distance of 300 feet or more is occupied
by buildings in use for business.
Commercial vehicle means every vehicle designed, maintained, or used primarily for the
transportation of property.
Controlled access highway means every highway, street or roadway in respect to which
owners or occupants of abutting lands and other persons have no legal right of access to or
from the same except at such points only and in such manner as may be determined by the
public authority having jurisdiction over such highway, street or roadway.
Crosswalk means:
(1)

That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the prolongation or
connection of the lateral lines of sidewalks at intersections; and

(2)

Any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or
other markings on the surface.

Curb means the lateral boundary of that portion of a street designated for the use of
vehicles, whether marked with a curbstone or not.
Curb loading zone means a space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of
vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers or materials.
Driver means every person who drives or who is in actual physical control of a vehicle.
Freight curb loading zone means a space adjacent to a curb for the exclusive use of
vehicles during the loading or unloading of freight.
Highway. See "Street or highway."
Intersection means:
(1)

The area embraced within the prolongation or connection of the lateral curblines,
or, if none, then the lateral boundary lines of the roadways of two highways which
join one another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within which
vehicles traveling upon different highways joining at any other angle may come in
conflict.

(2)

Where a highway includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every
crossing of each roadway of such divided highway by an intersecting highway
shall be regarded as a separate intersection. If such intersecting highway also
includes two roadways 30 feet or more apart, then every crossing of two
roadways of such highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.

Laned highway means a highway, the roadway of which is divided into three or more
clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic.
Motor vehicle means every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle which is
propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails.
Motorcycle means every motor vehicle having a seat or saddle for the use of the rider
and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding
a tractor.
Official traffic control devices means all signs, signals, markings and devices, not
inconsistent with this chapter, placed or erected by authority of the mayor and board of
aldermen for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic.
Official traffic control signal means any device, whether manually, electrically or
mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and to proceed.
Owner means a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle or if a vehicle is the subject
of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof, with the right of purchase upon
performance of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of
possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or if a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled
to possession, then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner
for the purpose of this chapter.
Park means, when prohibited, the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not,
otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or
unloading.
Passenger curb loading zone means a place adjacent to a curb reserved for the
exclusive use of vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers.
Pedestrian means any person afoot.
Police officer means every officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make
arrests for violations of traffic regulations.
Private road or driveway means every way or place in private ownership and used for
vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implied permission from the owner,
but not by other persons.
Railroad means a carrier of persons or property upon cars operated upon stationary
rails.
Railroad sign or signal means any sign, signal or device erected by authority of a public
body or official or by a railroad and intended to give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or
the approach of a railroad train.
Railroad train means a steam engine, electric, diesel or other motor, with or without cars
coupled thereto, operated upon rails.
Residence district means the territory contiguous to and including a street or highway
not comprising a business district when the property on such street or highway for a distance of
300 feet or more is in the main improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for
business.
Right-of-way means the privilege of the immediate use of the street or highway.

Roadway means that portion of a highway improved, designed or ordinarily used for
vehicular travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. If a highway includes two or more separate
roadways, the term "roadway" as used in this chapter shall refer to any such roadway
separately, but not to all such roadways collectively.
Safety zone means the area or space officially set apart within a street for the exclusive
use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as to
be plainly visible at all times while set apart as a safety zone.
School bus means every motor vehicle operated for the transportation of children to or
from any school, provided the school bus is plainly marked "school bus" on the front and rear
thereof and meets the requirements of the state board of education as authorized under MCA
1972, § 37-41-1.
Sidewalk means that portion of a street between curblines, or the lateral lines of a
roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended for the use of pedestrians.
Stand or standing means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise
than for the purpose of and while actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers.
Stop means complete cessation of movement.
Street or highway means the entire width between property lines of every way or place
of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right,
for purposes of vehicular traffic.
Through street means every street or highway or portion thereof at the entrances to
which vehicular traffic from intersecting streets or highways is required by law to stop before
entering or crossing the same and when stop signs are erected as provided in this chapter.
Tires means:
(1)

Pneumatic tire. Every tire in which compressed air is designed to support the
load.

(2)

Solid tire. Every tire of rubber or other resilient material which does not depend
upon compressed air for the support of the load.

(3)

Metal tire. Every tire the surface of which in contact with the street or highway is
wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material.

Traffic means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles and other conveyances,
either singly or together, while using any street for purposes of travel.
Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be
transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or
tracks.
(Code 1969, § 30-1)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Definitions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-101 et seq.
Sec. 74-2. Toy vehicles upon roadways.
It shall be unlawful for any person upon roller skates, or riding in or by means of any
coaster, toy vehicle, go-cart or similar device, to go upon any roadway within the city except

while crossing a street or on a crosswalk, and, when so crossing, such person shall be granted
all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to pedestrians.
(Code 1969, §§ 30-3, 30-209)
Secs. 74-3—74-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT

liii[2]

Sec. 74-26.

Director of traffic—Creation of office.

Sec. 74-27.

Same—Appointment.

Secs. 74-28—74-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-26. Director of traffic—Creation of office.
There is hereby created the director of traffic who shall be in charge of the traffic
department.
Sec. 74-27. Same—Appointment.
The position of director of traffic shall be filled by appointment by the city engineer and
approved by the mayor and board of aldermen.
Secs. 74-28—74-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. ENFORCEMENT AND OBEDIENCE
Sec. 74-51.

Authority of police and fire department officials.

Sec. 74-52.

Obedience by public employees.

Sec. 74-53.

Application of chapter to highway surface workers.

Sec. 74-54.
Persons riding animals or driving animal-drawn vehicles subject to traffic
regulations.
Secs. 74-55—74-75.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-51. Authority of police and fire department officials.
(a)

It shall be the duty of the officers of the police department or such officers as are
assigned by the chief of police to enforce all street traffic laws of the city and all
of the state vehicle laws applicable to street traffic in the city.

(b)

Officers of the police department or such officers as are assigned by the chief of
police are hereby authorized to direct all traffic by voice, hand or signal in
conformance with traffic laws; provided, however, that, in the event of a fire or

other emergency or to expedite traffic or to safeguard pedestrians, officers of the
police department may direct traffic as conditions may require notwithstanding
the provisions of the traffic laws.
(c)

Officers of the fire department, when at the scene of a fire, may direct or assist
the police in directing traffic thereat or in the immediate vicinity.

(Code 1969, § 30-16)
Sec. 74-52. Obedience by public employees.
The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the driver of any vehicle owned by or used in
the service of the United States government, this state, county or city. It shall be unlawful for
any such driver to violate any of the provisions of this chapter, except as otherwise permitted in
this chapter or by state law.
(Code 1969, § 30-19)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-205.
Sec. 74-53. Application of chapter to highway surface workers.
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles and
other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a street or highway, but
shall apply to such persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such work.
(Code 1969, § 30-20)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-205.
Sec. 74-54. Persons riding animals or driving animal-drawn vehicles subject to traffic
regulations.
Every person riding an animal or driving any animal drawing a vehicle upon a roadway
shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except
those provisions of this chapter which by their nature can have no application.
(Code 1969, § 30-21)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-207.
Secs. 74-55—74-75. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. PENALTIES AND PROCEDURE ON ARREST
Sec. 74-76.

Duties of arresting officers.

Sec. 74-77.

Forms and records of citations and arrests.

Sec. 74-78.

Citations—Disposition; return; copies; records; alteration.

Sec. 74-79.

Same—Illegal cancellation.

Sec. 74-80.

Same—Deemed lawful complaint in certain cases.

Sec. 74-81.

Same—Failure to obey written promise to appear.

Sec. 74-82.

Same—Required on illegally parked vehicle.

Sec. 74-83.

Same—Failure to comply when left on parked vehicle.

Sec. 74-84.

Presumption in reference to illegal parking.

Sec. 74-85.

Issuance of warrant.

Sec. 74-86.

Records of traffic cases.

Sec. 74-87.

Disposition of fines and forfeitures.

Sec. 74-88.

Authority to impound vehicles.

Secs. 74-89—74-110.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-76. Duties of arresting officers.
Except when authorized or directed under state law to immediately take a person before
a magistrate for the violation of any traffic laws, a police officer who halts a person for such
violation other than for the purpose of giving him or her a warning or warning notice and does
not take such person into custody under arrest, shall take the name, address, and operator's
license number of such person, the registered number of the motor vehicle involved, and such
other pertinent information as may be necessary, and shall issue to him or her, in writing, on a
form provided by the city clerk, a traffic citation containing a notice to answer to the charge
against him or her in the municipal court at a time to be specified in the citation. The officer,
upon receiving the written promise of the alleged violator to answer as specified in the citation,
shall release such person from custody.
(Code 1969, § 30-49)
Sec. 74-77. Forms and records of citations and arrests.
(a)

The city clerk shall provide books to include traffic citation forms for notifying
alleged violators to appear and answer to charges of violating traffic laws,
ordinances and regulations in the municipal court as provided in MCA 1972, §
63-9-21.

(b)

The city clerk shall issue such books to the chief of police, shall maintain a record
of every book so issued and shall require a written receipt for every such book.

(c)

The chief of police shall be responsible for the issuance of such books to
individual members of the police department. The chief of police shall require a
written receipt for every book so issued and shall maintain a record of every such
book and each set of citations contained therein.

(Code 1969, § 30-50)
Sec. 74-78. Citations—Disposition; return; copies; records; alteration.
(a)

Upon the filing of a traffic citation in the municipal court, the citation may be
disposed of only by trial in the court or by other official action by a judge of the
court, including forfeiture of bail or by payment of a fine to the traffic violations
bureau of the court.

(b)

The chief of police shall require the return to him or her of each traffic citation,
and all copies thereof, except that copy required to be retained in the book, as
provided in this section, which has been spoiled or upon which any entry has
been made and has not been issued to an alleged violator.

(c)

The chief of police shall also maintain or cause to be maintained in connection
with every traffic citation issued by a member of the police department a record
of the disposition of the charge by the municipal court or its traffic violations
bureau.

(d)

The chief of police shall also maintain or cause to be maintained a record of all
warrants issued by the municipal court or by any other court on the traffic
violation charges and which are delivered to the police department for service,
and of the final disposition of all such warrants.

(e)

It shall be unlawful and official misconduct for any member of the police
department or other officer or public employee to dispose of, alter, or deface a
traffic citation or any copy thereof, or the record of the issuance or disposition of
any traffic citation, complaint, or warrant, in a manner other than as required in
this section.

(Code 1969, § 30-51(b)—(f))
Sec. 74-79. Same—Illegal cancellation.
It shall be unlawful for any person to cancel or solicit the cancellation of any traffic
citation in any manner other than as provided in this article.
(Code 1969, § 30-52)
Sec. 74-80. Same—Deemed lawful complaint in certain cases.
If the form of citation provided under section 74-77 includes information and is sworn to
as required under the general laws of this state in respect to a complaint charging commission
of the offenses alleged in the citation to have been committed, then such citation, when filed
with a court having jurisdiction, shall be deemed to be a lawful complaint for the purpose of
prosecution under this chapter.
(Code 1969, § 30-53)
Sec. 74-81. Same—Failure to obey written promise to appear.
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate his or her written promise to appear given to
an officer upon the issuance of a traffic citation, regardless of the disposition of the charge for
which such citation was originally issued.
(Code 1969, § 30-54)
Sec. 74-82. Same—Required on illegally parked vehicle.
Whenever any motor vehicle without driver is found parked or stopped in violation of any
of the restrictions imposed by this Code, city ordinance or regulation or by state law, the officer
finding such vehicle shall take its registration number and may take any other information
displayed on the vehicle which may identify its user, and shall conspicuously affix to such

vehicle a traffic citation, on a form provided by the city clerk, for the driver to answer to the
charge against him or her within five days during the hours and at a place specified in the
citation.
(Code 1969, § 30-55)
Sec. 74-83. Same—Failure to comply when left on parked vehicle.
If a violator of the restrictions on stopping, standing or parking under the traffic laws,
ordinances or regulations does not appear in response to a traffic citation affixed to such motor
vehicle within a period of five days, the traffic violations bureau shall send to the owner of the
motor vehicle to which the traffic citation was affixed, a letter informing him or her of the violation
and warning him or her that if such letter is disregarded for a period of five days a warrant of
arrest will be issued.
(Code 1969, § 30-56)
Sec. 74-84. Presumption in reference to illegal parking.
(a)

In any prosecution charging a violation of any law or regulation governing the
standing or parking of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle described in the
complaint was parked in violation of any such law or regulation, together with
proof that the defendant named in the complaint was at the time of such parking
the registered owner of such vehicle, shall constitute a prima facie presumption
that the registered owner of such vehicle was the person who parked or placed
such vehicle at the point where, and for the time during which, such violation
occurred.

(b)

The presumption stated in subsection (a) of this section shall apply only when the
procedure as prescribed in sections 74-80 and 74-81 has been followed.

(Code 1969, § 30-57)
Sec. 74-85. Issuance of warrant.
If any person fails to comply with a traffic citation given to such person or attached to a
vehicle or fails to make appearance, pursuant to a summons directing an appearance in the
municipal court or traffic violations bureau, or if any person fails or refuses to deposit bail, as
required and within the time permitted, the municipal court shall secure and issue a warrant for
his or her arrest.
(Code 1969, § 30-58)
Sec. 74-86. Records of traffic cases.
The municipal judge shall keep or cause to be kept a record of every traffic complaint,
traffic citation, or other legal form of traffic charge deposited with or presented to the court or its
traffic violations bureau, and shall keep a record of every official action by the court or its traffic
violations bureau in reference thereto including, but not limited to, a record of every conviction,
forfeiture of bail, judgment of acquittal, and the amount of fine or forfeiture resulting from every
traffic complaint or citation deposited with or presented to the court or traffic violations bureau.
(Code 1969, § 30-59(a))

Requirement that court report to state department of public safety, MCA 1972, § 63-9-17.
Sec. 74-87. Disposition of fines and forfeitures.
All fines or forfeitures collected upon conviction or upon the forfeiture of bail of any
person charged with a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or other traffic law,
ordinance or regulation shall be paid into the city treasury.
(Code 1969, § 30-60)
Disposition of fines and forfeitures, MCA 1972, § 63-9-13.
Sec. 74-88. Authority to impound vehicles.
(a)

Members of the police department are hereby authorized to remove a vehicle
from a street or highway to the nearest garage or other place of safety, or to a
garage designated or maintained by the police department, or otherwise
maintained by this city under the circumstances enumerated in this subsection:
(1)

A vehicle is left unattended upon any bridge, viaduct, or causeway, or in
any tube or tunnel where such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic.

(2)

A vehicle upon a highway is so disabled as to constitute an obstruction to
traffic and the person in charge of the vehicle is, by reason of physical
injury, incapacitated to such an extent as to be unable to provide for its
custody or removal.

(3)

Any vehicle is left unattended upon a street and is so parked illegally as
to constitute a definite hazard or obstruction to the normal movement of
traffic.

(4)

The driver of any vehicle is taken into custody by the police department
and such vehicle would thereby be left unattended on the street.

(5)

The removal of a vehicle is necessary in the interest of public safety due
to fire, flood, storm or other emergency reason.

(b)

Whenever an officer removes a vehicle from a street, as authorized in this
section, and the officer knows or is able to ascertain from the registration records
in the vehicle the name and address of the owner thereof, such officer shall
immediately give or cause to be given notice in writing to such owner of the fact
of such removal, the reasons therefor, and of the place to which such vehicle has
been removed. If any such vehicle is stored in a public garage, a copy of such
notice shall be given to the proprietor of such garage.

(c)

Whenever an officer removes a vehicle from a street under this section and does
not know and is not able to ascertain the name of the owner, or for any other
reason is unable to give the notice to the owner, as provided, and if the vehicle is
not returned to the owner within a period of three days, then and in that event,
the officer shall immediately send or cause to be sent a written report of such
removal by mail to the state department whose duty it is to register motor
vehicles, and shall file a copy of such notice with the proprietor of any public
garage in which the vehicle may be stored. Such notice shall include a complete
description of the vehicle; the date, time, and place from which removed; the

reason for such removal; and the name of the garage or place where the vehicle
is stored.
(d)

Before the owner or person in charge of such vehicle shall be permitted to
remove the vehicle from the custody of the police department, he or she shall
furnish evidence of his or her identity and ownership, sign a receipt and pay a fee
as determined by the mayor and board of aldermen from time to time to cover the
cost of removal, plus the cost of storage. The payment of any such service
and/or storage charge shall not release the owner or operator of such vehicle
from any charge for the violation of any statute, ordinance or regulation violated
by him or her or from the payment of any fine or penalty which may be assessed
for such violation.

(Code 1969, § 30-61)
Authority of police officers to remove illegally parked vehicles, MCA 1972, § 63-3-905.
Secs. 74-89—74-110. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. EQUIPMENT
Sec. 74-111.

State license tag.

Secs. 74-112—74-130.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-111. State license tag.
Any person using the streets of the city for the purpose of operating or parking a motor
vehicle thereon shall display on such vehicle in the proper position, unconcealed and plainly
visible, the license tag required by the laws of the state. It shall be unlawful for any person to
mutilate, cover, obscure or conceal such license tag. Such license tag shall be free of dirt, dust
or other substances or material which in any way obscures the clearness of the numbers or
lettering thereon.
(Code 1969, § 30-93)
Motor vehicle license tags, MCA 1972, § 27-19-1 et seq.
Secs. 74-112—74-130. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES
Sec. 74-131.

Authority to install.

Sec. 74-132.

Manual and specifications.

Sec. 74-133.

Devices on state highways.

Sec. 74-134.

Signs required for enforcement of regulations requiring signs.

Sec. 74-135.
Designation of through and one-way streets, stop intersections, bus stops,
loading and unloading zones, safety zones, school zones, truck routes and other
required areas.

Sec. 74-136.

Authority to designate crosswalks and mark traffic lanes.

Sec. 74-137.

Hospital zones and school zones.

Sec. 74-138.

Authority to establish play streets.

Sec. 74-139.

Placement of stop signs.

Sec. 74-140.

Fire lanes.

Secs. 74-141—74-160.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-131. Authority to install.
The director of traffic shall place and maintain traffic control signs, signals and devices
when and as required under this chapter and other traffic ordinances of the city pursuant to the
orders of the mayor and board of aldermen and city engineer, to make effective the provisions
of this chapter and such ordinances, and may place and maintain such additional traffic control
devices as he or she may deem necessary to regulate traffic under this chapter and other traffic
ordinances of the city or under state law, or to guide or warn traffic.
(Code 1969, § 30-115)
Local authority to install traffic control devices, MCA 1972, § 63-3-305.
Sec. 74-132. Manual and specifications.
All traffic control signs, signals and devices shall conform to the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices and specifications approved by the state department of transportation
commission. All signs and signals required under this chapter for a particular purpose shall so
far as practicable be uniform as to type and location throughout the city. All traffic control
devices so erected, and not inconsistent with the provisions of state law or this chapter, shall be
official traffic control devices.
(Code 1969, § 30-116)
Local devices to conform to state specifications, MCA 1972, § 63-3-305.
Sec. 74-133. Devices on state highways.
All traffic control devices erected, installed, maintained or operated on state highways
within the city shall be subject to the approval of the director of the state highway department.
(Code 1969, § 30-117)
State highways in municipalities, MCA 1972, § 65-1-75.
Sec. 74-134. Signs required for enforcement of regulations requiring signs.
No provision of this chapter or of the other traffic regulations of the city for which signs
are required shall be enforced against an alleged violator if, at the time and place of the alleged
violation, an official sign is not in proper position and sufficiently legible to be seen by an
ordinarily observant person. Whenever a particular provision does not state that signs are

required, such section shall be effective even though no signs are erected or in place unless
such signs are required by state law.
(Code 1969, § 30-119)
Sec. 74-135. Designation of through and one-way streets, stop intersections, bus stops,
loading and unloading zones, safety zones, school zones, truck routes and other
required areas.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall regulate the operation of vehicles within the city
limits by the erection or placing of proper signs indicating stop intersections, bus stops, safety
zones, loading and unloading zones, through and one-way streets, truck routes, school zones,
etc. The existence of such signs in any place within the city limits shall be prima facie evidence
that such signs were erected or placed at the direction of the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 30-124)
Taxistands, § 78-44.
Sec. 74-136. Authority to designate crosswalks and mark traffic lanes.
The director of traffic is hereby authorized to designate and maintain, by appropriate
devices, marks or lines upon the surface of the roadway, crosswalks at intersections where in
his or her opinion there is particular danger to pedestrians crossing the roadway, and at such
other places as he or she may deem necessary. The director of traffic is also authorized to mark
lanes for traffic on street pavements at such places as he or she may deem advisable,
consistent with this chapter and other traffic ordinances of the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-125)
Sec. 74-137. Hospital zones and school zones.
(a)

The streets in the vicinity of hospitals and schools are hereby designated as
"hospital zones" and "school zones," respectively, and it is hereby made the duty
of the chief of police to mark such zones by appropriate signs and designate the
boundaries of such zones.

(b)

Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating any street or part thereof as a
hospital zone, no person operating a motor vehicle within such zone shall sound
the horn or other warning device of such vehicle except in an emergency, or
make any other unnecessary noise or disturbance within such zone.

(Code 1969, § 30-126)
Sec. 74-138. Authority to establish play streets.
(a)

The director of traffic shall have the authority to declare any street or part thereof
a play street and to place appropriate signs or devices in the roadway indicating
and helping to protect the same.

(b)

Whenever authorized signs are erected, indicating any street or part thereof as a
play street, no person shall drive a vehicle upon any such street or portion
thereof except drivers of vehicles having business or whose residences are

within such closed area, and then any driver shall exercise the greatest care in
driving upon any such street or portion thereof.
(Code 1969, § 30-127)
Sec. 74-139. Placement of stop signs.
No person or official shall have the authority to place a stop sign at an intersection or
along a street with the intent to interrupt traffic, either by making the vehicle stop or by making it
an inconvenience so that the traffic will use more expedient routes or as a tool for speed control.
All stop signs shall be erected in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control
Devices.
Sec. 74-140. Fire lanes.
Fire lanes shall be designated and established by the fire chief or fire marshall in charge
of the bureau of fire prevention. Fire lanes shall not be obstructed in any manner, including
parking of vehicles, except for official fire or police business. Where designated, fire lanes shall
be marked in the following manner:
(1)

A 12-inch wide × 18-inch length, minimum, red-lettered on white background
(R7-6-9) shall be used to sign all lanes at each end of the area so designated.

(2)

If the area is more than 200 feet long, an intermediate sign shall be placed at a
point near the center of the designated area. Signs shall be placed a minimum of
200-foot intervals within the designated area.

(3)

Signs shall be placed within three feet maximum of the curb or roadway, but not
less than 18 inches, and be clearly visible to the motorist.

(4)

Signs shall be positioned either parallel facing the roadway or perpendicular to
the curb at 90 degrees. If so placed, signs must be posted on both sides of the
pole.

(5)

The height of the sign must be a minimum of seven feet from the road surface to
the bottom of the sign.

(6)

The curb adjacent to the fire lane shall be painted red to help the motorist identify
the fire lanes. If no curb exists, a red line six inches minimum, in width, shall be
painted parallel to the edge of the roadway nearest to the shoulder of sidewalk of
the designated fire lane.

(7)

Any supplement markings used in the fire lanes shall be in red color.

Secs. 74-141—74-160. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. OPERATION OF VEHICLES GENERALLY
Sec. 74-161.

Driving on roadways laned for traffic.

Sec. 74-162.

Driving trucks in residential areas; exceptions.

Secs. 74-163—74-185.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-161. Driving on roadways laned for traffic.
Whenever any roadway has been divided into three or more clearly marked lanes for
traffic, the following rules, in addition to all others consistent herewith, shall apply:
(1)

A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane and
shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that such
movement can be made with safety.

(2)

Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes, a vehicle shall not be driven in
the center lane except when overtaking and passing another vehicle, where the
roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear of traffic within a safe
distance, or in preparation for a left turn or where such center lane is at the time
allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding
and is signposted to give notice of such allocation.

(3)

When official signs are erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated
lane or allocating specific lanes to traffic moving in the same direction, drivers of
vehicles shall obey the directions of every such sign.

(Code 1969, § 30-143)
Driving on roadway laned for traffic, MCA 1972, § 63-3-603.
Sec. 74-162. Driving trucks in residential areas; exceptions.
(a)

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive, operate or permit to be driven or
operated upon the streets, roadways or alleyways within a residential area of the
city, any truck or vehicle which lawfully has a license tag or should have a license
tag of the state designated as either P-26, H-26 or F-26, or any truck having a
classification heavier than any of such trucks or vehicles.

(b)

There shall be excepted from the provisions of this section the following streets:
Federally or state designated highways within the corporate limits of the city.

(c)

There is excepted from the provisions of this section any truck or tractor trailer
which shall take the most direct route within the corporate limits of the city for the
purpose of loading or unloading goods, wares or merchandise for which the truck
is licensed to carry and which it ordinarily carries.

(d)

There is also excepted from the provisions of this section any truck or vehicle
which shall take the most direct route to any repair shop, repair garage or other
mechanic for the purpose of repairing the vehicle. There is also excepted from
the provisions of this section any truck or vehicle taking the most direct route
from the mechanic, repair shop or repair garage.

(e)

Any truck or tractor trailer which is prohibited from using the streets of the city
and entering the city on Martin Luther King, Jr. Road where the city limits
intersect with the Martin Luther King, Jr. Road, shall go directly to U.S. Highway
61 via Wilson Road and Lynda Lee Drive. Any truck or tractor trailer which is
prohibited from using the streets of the city going to Martin Luther King, Jr. Road
shall go thereupon by Lynda Lee Drive and Wilson Road.

(Code 1969, § 30-151; Ord. No. 1993-14, § 1(30-151), 11-9-93)

Secs. 74-163—74-185. Reserved.

ARTICLE VIII. RIGHT-OF-WAY
Sec. 74-186.

Privileges granted authorized emergency vehicles.

Secs. 74-187—74-205.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-186. Privileges granted authorized emergency vehicles.
(a)

The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an
emergency call, when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law
or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm may exercise the
privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions stated in
subsection (b) of this section.

(b)

The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:
(1)

Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;

(2)

Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing
down as may be necessary for safe operation;

(3)

Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he or she does not
endanger life or property; and

(4)

Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in
specified directions.

(c)

The exemption granted in subsection (b) of this section to an authorized
emergency vehicle shall apply only when the driver of any such vehicle, while in
motion, sounds an audible signal by bell, siren, or exhaust whistle, as may be
reasonably necessary, and when the vehicle is equipped with at least one lighted
lamp displaying a red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a
distance of 500 feet to the front of such vehicle, except that an authorized
emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be equipped with or
display a red light visible from in front of the vehicle.

(d)

The provisions of this section shall not relieve the driver of an authorized
emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all
persons, nor shall such provisions protect the driver from all consequences of his
or her reckless disregard for the safety of others.

(Code 1969, § 30-149)
Special privilege of emergency vehicle driver, MCA 1972, § 63-3-205; emergency vehicle
approaching stop sign or signal, MCA 1972, § 63-3-315; speed of emergency
vehicle, MCA 1972, § 63-3-517; lights on emergency vehicles, MCA 1972, § 63-7-19.
Secs. 74-187—74-205. Reserved.

ARTICLE IX. SPEED

liv[3]

Sec. 74-206.

Speed limits.

Sec. 74-207.

Speed limit signs.

Sec. 74-208.

Regulation of speed by traffic signal timing authorized.

Sec. 74-209.

Minimum speed regulations.

Sec. 74-210.

Racing.

Secs. 74-211—74-230.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-206. Speed limits.
(a)

No person shall drive any automobile, truck, tractor, bicycle, motorcycle, or any
other vehicle upon the streets of the city, within an area bounded by Madison,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Orleans and Broadway Streets in the city, and including
such streets as they form the perimeter to include such area, at a speed greater
than 25 miles per hour.

(b)

No person shall drive any automobile, truck, tractor, bicycle, motorcycle, or any
other vehicle upon the streets of the city outside the area described in subsection
(a) of this section at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour.

(c)

No person shall drive any automobile, truck, tractor, bicycle, motorcycle, or any
other vehicle in any area designated by signs to be a school zone at a speed
greater than 15 miles per hour, and the existence of such signs in any place
within the city limits of the city, designating such school zone shall be prima facie
evidence that such signs were erected or placed at the direction of the mayor
and board of aldermen.

(d)

The speed limit on the highways of the state and the United States of America
shall be such speed limits as are prescribed by the state.

(e)

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, no person shall drive a
vehicle on a street at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the
conditions and having regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing. In
every event, speed shall be so controlled as may be necessary to avoid colliding
with any person, vehicle or other conveyance on or entering the street in
compliance with legal requirements and the duty of all persons to use due care.

(f)

The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with the requirements of subsection
(e) of this section, drive at an appropriate reduced speed when a special hazard
exists by reasons of weather or street or highway conditions.

(Code 1969, § 30-162)
Conditions under which speed must be decreased, MCA 1972, § 63-3-505.
Sec. 74-207. Speed limit signs.
Whenever a speed limit prescribed by this article is, by the mayor and board of
aldermen, increased or decreased at any intersection or other place or upon any part of a street,
the chief of police shall erect appropriate signs giving notice of such speed limit, and no such

limit shall be effective unless such signs are erected at such intersection or other place or part
of such street.
(Code 1969, § 30-163)
Sec. 74-208. Regulation of speed by traffic signal timing authorized.
The chief of police is authorized to regulate the timing of traffic signals so as to permit
the movement of traffic in an orderly and safe manner at speeds slightly at variance from the
speeds otherwise applicable within the district or at intersections and shall erect appropriate
signs giving notice thereof.
(Code 1969, § 30-164)
Sec. 74-209. Minimum speed regulations.
It shall be unlawful for any operator to unnecessarily operate a motor vehicle at such a
low rate of speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except
when such reduced speed is necessary for safe operation. Traffic and police officers are hereby
authorized to enforce this provision by directing the operator to speed up and, upon the failure
or refusal of the operator to comply with the directions of the officer, such refusal shall constitute
a misdemeanor.
(Code 1969, § 30-165)
Minimum speed limits, MCA 1972, § 63-3-509.
Sec. 74-210. Racing.
It shall be unlawful for any person to race in or on any vehicle, bicycle or animal within
the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-166)
Secs. 74-211—74-230. Reserved.

ARTICLE X. TURNS
Sec. 74-231.

Left turns on red at intersections; limitation.

Sec. 74-232.

U-turns.

Sec. 74-233.

Authority to place; obedience to turning markers.

Secs. 74-234—74-255.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-231. Left turns on red at intersections; limitation.
(a)

Vehicular traffic facing a traffic signal shall stop before entering the nearest
crosswalk at an intersection or at such other point as may be indicated by a
clearly visible line and shall remain standing until green or go is shown on the
traffic light for the traffic; provided, however, that vehicular traffic may, after
coming to a full stop at intersections posted with a sign stating, "left turn on red

after stop," make a left hand turn if such left turning can be done in safety,
yielding to pedestrian traffic.
(b)

Such left hand turn on red, after stopping when the turn may be done in safety,
yielding to pedestrian traffic, shall be limited to intersections where traffic on the
street entered, after turning left, is a one-way street.

(Code 1969, § 30-177.1)
Sec. 74-232. U-turns.
It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to turn such vehicle so as to proceed
in the opposite direction on any street or alley in the city, except at the end of a blind street or
alley.
(Code 1969, § 30-178)
Turning on curve or crest of grade prohibited, MCA 1972, § 63-3-705; U-turn prohibited on
controlled access facility, MCA 1972, § 65-5-19.
Sec. 74-233. Authority to place; obedience to turning markers.
(a)

The chief of police is authorized to place markers, buttons, or signs within or
adjacent to intersections indicating the course to be traveled by vehicles turning
at such intersections, and such course to be traveled, as so indicated, may
conform to or be other than as prescribed by law or ordinance.

(b)

When authorized markers, buttons, or other indications are placed within an
intersection indicating the course to be traveled by vehicles turning thereat, no
driver of a vehicle shall disobey the directions of such indications.

(Code 1969, § 30-182)
Secs. 74-234—74-255. Reserved.

ARTICLE XI. MISCELLANEOUS DRIVING RULES
Sec. 74-256.

Crossing fire line.

Sec. 74-257.

Limitations on backing.

Sec. 74-258.

Driving on sidewalk.

Sec. 74-259.

Clinging to moving vehicles.

Sec. 74-260.

Regulation of width of vehicle.

Sec. 74-261.

Driving into or removing street barricades.

Sec. 74-262.

Driving upon closed streets.

Sec. 74-263.

Operation of dangerous vehicles.

Sec. 74-264.

Manner of sitting in vehicle.

Sec. 74-265.

Corner cutting.

Sec. 74-266.

Opening doors into traffic.

Sec. 74-267.

Driving through processions.

Sec. 74-268.

Boarding or alighting from vehicle in motion.

Secs. 74-269—74-290.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-256. Crossing fire line.
It shall be unlawful for any driver, except a member of the fire or police department, to
drive a vehicle within any fire line established by the fire department, unless authorized so to do
by a fire or police officer.
(Code 1969, § 30-195)
Fire prevention and protection, ch. 38.
Sec. 74-257. Limitations on backing.
The driver of a vehicle shall not back the vehicle, unless such movement can be made
with reasonable safety and without interfering with other traffic.
(Code 1969, § 30-198)
Sec. 74-258. Driving on sidewalk.
The driver of a vehicle shall not drive within any sidewalk area except at a permanent or
temporary driveway.
(Code 1969, § 30-199)
Sec. 74-259. Clinging to moving vehicles.
Any person riding upon any motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller skates or any toy vehicle
shall not attach the same or himself or herself to any moving vehicle upon any roadway.
(Code 1969, § 30-200)
Sec. 74-260. Regulation of width of vehicle.
No person shall drive or convey through any street or roadway within the city any vehicle
the width of which, with its load, exceeds eight feet or the height of which, with its load, exceeds
13½ feet, except in accordance with a permit from the chief of police theretofore obtained in
writing, which permit shall provide the time and route which the vehicle shall be allowed to
travel.
(Code 1969, § 30-201)
Size, weight and load, MCA 1972, § 63-5-1 et seq.; permits for excess size and weight,
MCA 1972, § 63-5-51.
Sec. 74-261. Driving into or removing street barricades.

No person operating a vehicle in the city shall drive or back such vehicle over, into or
upon any barricade placed across a street or alley. No person shall remove any such barricade
so placed without proper authority so to do.
(Code 1969, § 30-205)
Sec. 74-262. Driving upon closed streets.
It shall be unlawful for any person to go upon or drive any vehicle upon any street of the
city which has been blocked or closed from use by the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-206)
Sec. 74-263. Operation of dangerous vehicles.
No person shall drive, own or operate a vehicle which is driven, towed or hauled over the
streets of the city and is so located or constructed as to cause delay, accident or injury to other
vehicles or users of the public streets of the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-208)
Sec. 74-264. Manner of sitting in vehicle.
It shall be unlawful for any person to ride on any vehicle upon any portion thereof not
designated or intended for the use of passengers when the vehicle is in motion. This section
shall not apply to an employee engaged in the necessary discharge of his or her duty or within
truck bodies in space intended for merchandise.
(Code 1969, § 30-211)
Sec. 74-265. Corner cutting.
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a vehicle over any sidewalk area and through
any driveway, parking lot or any business entrance at any intersection, in making either a right
or left turn, except for the purpose of coming to a complete stop to obtain or render some
service or make a sale or purchase. It is the intention of this section to prohibit corner cutting by
driving a vehicle from one street into another across any sidewalk and/or driveway and/or
through any driveway.
(Code 1969, § 30-212)
Sec. 74-266. Opening doors into traffic.
No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic
unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so, nor shall any person leave a door open on the
side of a motor vehicle available to moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary to
load or unload passengers.
(Code 1969, § 30-213)
Sec. 74-267. Driving through processions.

No driver of a vehicle, except an authorized emergency vehicle, shall drive between the
vehicles comprising a funeral procession while they are in motion and when such vehicles are
conspicuously designated as required in this chapter. This provision shall not apply at
intersections where traffic is controlled by traffic control signals or police officers.
(Code 1969, § 30-214)
Authority of city to regulate processions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-211(a)3.
Sec. 74-268. Boarding or alighting from vehicle in motion.
It shall be unlawful for any person to board or alight from any bus or other vehicle while
such bus or other vehicle is in motion.
(Code 1969, § 30-215)
Secs. 74-269—74-290. Reserved.

ARTICLE XII. STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING lv[4]
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 74-291.

Designation of parking spaces.

Sec. 74-292.

Vehicle to be parked within space.

Sec. 74-293.

Prohibited by signs.

Sec. 74-294.

Parking near curblines.

Sec. 74-295.

Blocking alleys, streets, driveways and shipping doors.

Sec. 74-296.

Parking in street.

Sec. 74-297.

Prohibited parking.

Sec. 74-298.

Lights on parked vehicles.

Sec. 74-299.

Restrictions on parking at night—Generally.

Sec. 74-300.
Same—Trucks, trailers and automobiles with more than one ton carrying
capacity.
Sec. 74-301.

Delivery of merchandise to businesses on portion of Main Street.

Sec. 74-302.

Overnight parking in residential areas.

Secs. 74-303—74-315.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-291. Designation of parking spaces.
The chief of police shall have lines or other markings painted upon the curb or street
adjacent to all parking spaces authorized by the provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 30-228)

Sec. 74-292. Vehicle to be parked within space.
Every vehicle parked within a parking space authorized by the provisions of this article
shall be parked within the lines or markings designating such parking space. It shall be unlawful
for any person to park any vehicle across any such line or marking, or to park a vehicle in such
a position that it shall not be entirely within the space designated by such lines or markings.
(Code 1969, § 30-229)
Sec. 74-293. Prohibited by signs.
It shall be unlawful for any person to stop, stand or park a vehicle, except in compliance
with the direction of a police officer or traffic control device, at any place where official signs
prohibit standing, stopping or parking, except in a manner authorized by this chapter or other
ordinances of the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-231(a)(14))
Sec. 74-294. Parking near curblines.
No vehicle shall be allowed to park within eight feet of the nearest curbline of any street
intersection on those portions of the streets of the city designated as parking meter zones, or
within 30 feet of the nearest curbline of any street intersection.
(Code 1969, § 30-232)
Sec. 74-295. Blocking alleys, streets, driveways and shipping doors.
No person driving or operating a vehicle in the city shall stop such vehicle so as to
obstruct the entrance or exit of another vehicle from and into alleys, streets, driveways and
shipping doors.
(Code 1969, § 30-233)
Sec. 74-296. Parking in street.
No vehicle shall be allowed to park in a street used as a thoroughfare unless parked in a
designated parking zone or designated parking meter zone. These designated areas shall have
the proper signage and markings designating them as an approved parking zone.
Sec. 74-297. Prohibited parking.
No person shall park a vehicle upon any roadway for the principal purpose of:
(1)

Displaying such vehicle for sale.

(2)

Washing, greasing or repairing such vehicle except repairs necessitated by an
emergency.

(3)

Advertising of any nature.

(Code 1969, § 30-235)
Sec. 74-298. Lights on parked vehicles.

Whenever a vehicle is parked in accordance with this chapter upon a street or highway
where there is sufficient light to reveal any person within a distance of 500 feet upon such street
or highway, no lights need be displayed upon such parked vehicle.
(Code 1969, § 30-236)
Authority for above section, MCA 1972, § 63-7-39.
Sec. 74-299. Restrictions on parking at night—Generally.
No person shall at any time leave, stop or stand any vehicle on any street in the city
between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. for a longer period of time than two hours;
provided, however, that this section shall not interfere with physicians parking their cars where
actually engaged on medical calls, at or near the place of such parking.
(Code 1969, § 30-237)
Sec. 74-300. Same—Trucks, trailers and automobiles with more than one ton carrying
capacity.
It shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave standing on any street or highway in
the city except on Franklin Street and Main Street, between Broadway and Wall Street, and on
Broadway and Canal Street, between Main Street and Franklin Street, at any time between the
hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., for any period of time longer than one hour, except for the
purposes of loading and unloading the same and for making necessary repairs, any automobile,
truck or trailer, of a carrying capacity in excess of one ton.
(Code 1969, § 30-238)
Sec. 74-301. Delivery of merchandise to businesses on portion of Main Street.
No delivery of merchandise or wares by truck shall be made to any place of business on
Main Street, between Wall Street and Rankin Street, at the front door thereof, except from
loading and unloading zones defined, designated, marked and set apart on Main Street and
Franklin Street. Such deliveries shall be made at the rear or side door of all business houses or
commercial firms which have access to a rear or side entrance on any alley or side street.
(Code 1969, § 30-239)
Sec. 74-302. Overnight parking in residential areas.
Overnight parking and outdoor storage of any truck or vehicle which lawfully has a
license tag or should have a license tag of the state designated as either P-26, H-26 or F-26, or
any truck having a classification heavier than any of such trucks or vehicles is prohibited within
a residential area.
(Ord. No. 1993-14, § 2(30-152), 11-9-93)
Secs. 74-303—74-315. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. RESTRICTED; PROHIBITED ON CERTAIN STREETS
Sec. 74-316.

Applicability of division.

Sec. 74-317.

Designation of streets.

Sec. 74-318.

Signs required.

Sec. 74-319.

Disobeying signs.

Sec. 74-320.

Time limitations not exclusive.

Secs. 74-321—74-330.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-316. Applicability of division.
The provisions of this division or of any ordinance, order or resolution prohibiting the
standing or parking of a vehicle shall apply at all times or at those times specified in this division
or as indicated on official signs except when it is necessary to stop a vehicle to avoid conflict
with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or other official traffic
control device.
(Code 1969, § 30-245)
Sec. 74-317. Designation of streets.
The chief of police shall from time to time designate those streets, parts of streets or
places where stopping, standing or parking shall be prohibited; when stopping, standing or
parking shall be prohibited during certain hours; or when stopping, standing or parking for longer
than a specified time shall be prohibited.
(Code 1969, § 30-246)
Sec. 74-318. Signs required.
Whenever any parking time limit is imposed or parking is prohibited on designated
streets, it shall be the duty of the chief of police to erect appropriate signs giving notice thereof,
and no such regulations shall be effective unless the signs are erected and in place at the time
of any alleged offense.
(Code 1969, § 30-247)
Sec. 74-319. Disobeying signs.
It shall be unlawful for any person to park, stop or stand any vehicle in violation of any
sign installed pursuant to the provisions of this division.
(Code 1969, § 30-248)
Sec. 74-320. Time limitations not exclusive.
The fact that there has been imposed a time limit on parking shall not relieve any person
from the duty to observe other and more restrictive provisions prohibiting or limiting the
stopping, standing or parking of vehicles in specified places or at specified times.
(Code 1969, § 30-249)

Secs. 74-321—74-330. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. DOWNTOWN PARKING REGULATIONS
Sec. 74-331.

Designation of restricted areas.

Sec. 74-332.

Enforcement; courtesy tickets and waivers.

Sec. 74-333.

Handicapped parking designated.

Sec. 74-334.

Bus and carriage parking areas.

Sec. 74-335.

Diesel vehicles in restricted areas.

Sec. 74-336.

Delivery vehicles; reserved spaces designated.

Sec. 74-337.

Parking in alleys.

Sec. 74-338.

Controlled time zones regulated and designated; exceptions require permit.

Secs. 74-339—74-360.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-331. Designation of restricted areas.
The traffic division of the city will mark all parking areas, "no parking" spaces,
handicapped parking, delivery zones and other designations as set forth in this division.
(Code 1969, § 30-251)
Sec. 74-332. Enforcement; courtesy tickets and waivers.
(a)

The city police department shall hire and train a nonsworn person whose sole
responsibility will be the enforcement of this division. The hours of duty will
coincide with those of this division, and such person will have no other duties. In
case of absence, the chief of police or his or her designee shall have the
authority to assign additional personnel to carry out these duties.

(b)

Courtesy tickets will be issued to first offenders with car tags from outside the
local trading area. The area outside the local trading area is comprised by
Adams, Amite, Franklin, Jefferson and Wilkerson Counties in Mississippi, and
Catahoula, Concordia and Tensas Parishes in Louisiana. Tickets received by
persons while serving in court (jurors or subpoenaed witnesses) shall be waived
upon presentation and approval of the municipal judge or his or her designee.

(Code 1969, § 30-253)
Sec. 74-333. Handicapped parking designated.
The following spaces in the downtown area of the city will be reserved for handicapped
parking in properly marked and legally designated vehicles:
(1)

Main Street, the first space west of Commerce Street on the south side; and

(2)

Franklin Street, the first space east of Commerce Street on the north side.

(Code 1969, § 30-254)

Sec. 74-334. Bus and carriage parking areas.
The west side of Pearl Street from Main Street to the Eola Hotel garage entrance will be
reserved for bus and carriage parking. The city engineer and the traffic department of the city
shall provide signage to designated personnel employed by the Eola Hotel for placement on the
site, which signage shall provide for restricted parking in the area by other vehicles at such
times when buses or carriage parking is not needed. The Eola Hotel shall be responsible for
contacting in a timely and efficient manner the city engineer and the traffic department of the city
to advise of scheduling at such location.
(Code 1969, § 30-255)
Sec. 74-335. Diesel vehicles in restricted areas.
Certain areas may be designated by the city as restricted for the operation of diesel
vehicles for a maximum of ten minutes in the designated area. These areas will be reviewed on
a request basis.
(Code 1969, § 30-256)
Sec. 74-336. Delivery vehicles; reserved spaces designated.
The following spaces in the downtown area of the city shall be reserved for the use of
delivery vehicles.
(1)

(2)

Franklin Street. On Franklin Street, the following spaces shall be reserved:
a.

The first two spaces east of Commerce Street on the south side;

b.

The first two spaces east of Union Street on the north side; and

c.

The first two spaces east of Rankin Street on the south side.

Main Street. On Main Street, the following spaces shall be reserved:
a.

The first two spaces west of Commerce Street on the north side; and

b.

The first two spaces west of Pearl Street on the south side.

(Code 1969, § 30-257)
Sec. 74-337. Parking in alleys.
The alleys set forth in this section are to be used primarily for loading and unloading and
must be kept open for emergency vehicles. Parking shall be allowed only for bona fide delivery
vehicles owned and operated by businesses located in the block containing the alley, provided
that these are marked parking spaces. All vehicles parked in alleys must be removed after the
store is closed.
(1)

Bank Alley, Pearl to Wall between Main and Market Streets;

(2)

Bracken Alley, Commerce to Pearl between Main and State Streets;

(3)

Cotton Street, Commerce to Pearl between Franklin and Main Streets;

(4)

Locust Street, Franklin to Main between Union and Commerce Streets;

(5)

Metcalfe Lane, Martin Luther King, Jr. to Rankin between Main and State Streets;

(6)

Parker Alley, Wall to Canal between Main and State Streets; and

(7)

Rose Alley, Martin Luther King, Jr. through Rankin to Union between Franklin
and Main Streets.

(Code 1969, § 30-258)
Sec. 74-338. Controlled time zones regulated and designated; exceptions require
permit.
(a)

Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person to park a vehicle in any parking
space within the controlled time zones and then remove such vehicle to another
parking space within 450 feet of the first parking space within such controlled
time zones, without an intervening trip outside of the controlled time zone, and to
allow or cause such vehicle to remain cumulatively in both parking spaces in
excess of two hours, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any day of
the week, Sundays and legal holidays excepted.

(b)

Zones designated. The following streets or portions of streets shall be designated
as two-hour controlled time parking zones:

(c)

(1)

Commerce Street from State Street to Jefferson Street except the west
side of Commerce Street between Main Street and State Street;

(2)

Franklin Street from Martin Luther King, Jr. Street to Wall Street;

(3)

Main Street from Rankin Street to Wall Street except the south side of
Main Street from Rankin Street to North Union;

(4)

Market Street, in its entirety; and

(5)

Pearl Street from State Street to Jefferson Street.

Exceptions for downtown residents and businesses; permit/decal required. Those
persons whose full-time residence is in the controlled time zone area set forth in
this section and who do not have access to off-street parking may secure a decal
from the traffic department of the city which shall entitle such persons to park in
the area in excess of the two-hour limit established in the controlled time zone.
Businesses which do not have loading access from an alley may also obtain a
permit for their delivery vehicles. In each instance, however, such vehicles must
have affixed thereto a current county license tag. Such decals shall be issued by
the traffic department on an annual basis, at a cost of $10.00 each, which decals
shall be permanently displayed on the rear bumper or rear windshield of the
vehicle and shall not be transferable from one vehicle to another. At the time of
securing the decal, the applicant shall sign an affidavit as to residence, name and
make of car, license plate number, driver's license number, and that such person
is a bona fide resident citizen of a dwelling place within the controlled time zone.
In any event, such vehicles, by exhibiting such a decal, shall be entitled to park in
such time zone without restriction, provided such vehicle is parked within the
same block as the residence or business.

(Code 1969, § 30-259; Ord. No. 2000-3, § 1, 8-22-2000)
Secs. 74-339—74-360. Reserved.

ARTICLE XIII. SERVICE AND VENDOR VEHICLES
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 74-361—74-370.

Reserved.

Secs. 74-361—74-370. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. OPERATION IN RESTRICTED AREAS
Sec. 74-371.

Definitions.

Sec. 74-372.

Area restricted.

Secs. 74-373—74-395.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-371. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Natchez Under the Hill area means the area in the city comprising that certain area and
district of Natchez known as Under the Hill, which district is set forth and depicted on Tax Map
41-112 and 41-113 of the City and County Tax Maps by Conley, Kight and Eckford, 1985; that
area which lies on the westerly side of the city, serviced by Silver Street and Silver Street
Extended (D. A. Biglane Street) as the same borders the Mississippi River on the west;
Broadway Street on the north and the east, but not to include that property known as Rosalie;
and on the south and southeast by Silver Street Extended (D. A. Biglane Street) as the same
intersects with Canal Street and merges with Silver Street.
Service vehicles means those vehicles used for the collection of garbage, trash, debris
or litter.
Vendor vehicles means all vehicles used for the delivery of merchandise, wares or
goods including, without limitation, food, liquor, drinks, paper products or other such
merchandise for businesses, restaurants, shops, operations and gaming facilities in the Natchez
Under the Hill area.
(Ord. No. 1993-8, §§ 2—4, 8-10-93)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 74-372. Area restricted.
Those certain streets in the Natchez Under the Hill area, namely Silver Street, Ferry
Street and D. A. Biglane Street shall be, and are hereby restricted as to service vehicles and
vendor vehicles except during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Except as to such time periods, no service vehicles or vendor vehicles shall be present on such
streets.

(Ord. No. 1993-8, § 1, 8-10-93)
Secs. 74-373—74-395. Reserved.

ARTICLE XIV. MOTORCYCLES
Sec. 74-396.

Crash helmets required; specified.

Sec. 74-397.

Manner of riding; passengers.

Sec. 74-398.

Operation by unauthorized persons.

Secs. 74-399—74-420.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-396. Crash helmets required; specified.
No person shall operate or ride upon any motorcycle or motor scooter upon the public
roads or highways of this city unless such person is wearing on his or her head a crash helmet
of the type and design inspected and approved by the American Association of Motor Vehicle
Administrators. It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a motorcycle or motor scooter in the
city without having such safety helmet securely fastened by a chin strap to the head of the rider.
(Code 1969, § 30-281)
Motorcycle crash helmets, MCA 1972, § 63-7-64.
Sec. 74-397. Manner of riding; passengers.
Any person riding a motorcycle shall ride only upon the permanent and regular seat
attached thereto. Such operator shall not carry any other person, nor shall any other person ride
on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed to carry more than one person, in which
event a passenger may ride on the permanent and regular seat designed for two persons, or
upon another seat firmly attached to the rear or side of the operator.
(Code 1969, § 30-282)
Sec. 74-398. Operation by unauthorized persons.
No person shall cause, authorize or knowingly permit his or her child or ward to operate
a motorcycle on the streets of the city when such minor is not authorized to do so under the
laws of the state. No person shall authorize or knowingly permit any motorcycle owned by him
or her or under his or her control to be driven upon any of the streets of the city by any person
who is not authorized to do so under the laws of the state.
(Code 1969, § 30-283)
Secs. 74-399—74-420. Reserved.

ARTICLE XV. BICYCLES
Sec. 74-421.

Application of traffic regulations.

Sec. 74-422.

Warning devices.

Sec. 74-423.

Riding abreast.

Sec. 74-424.

Manner of riding; passengers.

Sec. 74-425.

Clinging to moving vehicles.

Sec. 74-426.

Riding on sidewalks.

Sec. 74-427.

Speed restrictions.

Sec. 74-428.

Carrying articles.

Sec. 74-429.

Place and manner of parking.

Sec. 74-430.

Licensing.

Secs. 74-431—74-450.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-421. Application of traffic regulations.
Every person riding a bicycle shall be subject to the provisions of this Code applicable to
the driver of a vehicle, except those provisions of this Code which by their nature can have no
application.
(Code 1969, § 30-294)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-207.
Sec. 74-422. Warning devices.
It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle to which a bell or horn is not attached.
(Code 1969, § 30-297)
Warning devices on bicycles, MCA 1972, § 63-7-65(3).
Sec. 74-423. Riding abreast.
No person shall ride or propel a bicycle upon any street or highway in the city abreast of
any other person so riding or propelling a bicycle.
(Code 1969, § 30-299)
Sec. 74-424. Manner of riding; passengers.
A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than astride a permanent and regular
seat attached thereto. No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the
number for which it is designed and equipped.
(Code 1969, § 30-300)
Sec. 74-425. Clinging to moving vehicles.

It shall be unlawful for any person while riding a bicycle on the streets or highways of the
city to cling to or otherwise attach the bicycle or himself or herself to another moving vehicle.
(Code 1969, § 30-301)
Sec. 74-426. Riding on sidewalks.
It shall be permissible for any person to ride a bicycle upon any sidewalk within a
residential district of the city. Such bicycle rider shall at all times yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians and shall give pedestrians audible warning by sound before overtaking and passing
them. No person, however, shall ride a bicycle upon any sidewalk within any business district of
the city. Provided, however, the prohibition against riding bicycles upon sidewalks within the
business district shall not apply to officers of the city police department on bicycle patrol on such
sidewalks.
(Code 1969, § 30-302; Ord. No. 1996-4, § 1, 2-27-96)
Sec. 74-427. Speed restrictions.
No bicycle shall be ridden faster than is reasonable and proper, and every bicycle shall
be operated with reasonable regard for the safety of the operator and other persons upon the
streets and highways of the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-303)
Sec. 74-428. Carrying articles.
No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which prevents
the rider from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.
(Code 1969, § 30-304)
Sec. 74-429. Place and manner of parking.
No person shall park a bicycle upon a street other than upon the roadway against the
curb, upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the bicycle, against a building, or at the curb in such
manner as to afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic.
(Code 1969, § 30-305)
Sec. 74-430. Licensing.
(a)

License required. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any bicycle to ride, operate
or possess the bicycle upon the streets, highways, alleyways or other public
property within the corporate limits of the city, without first having obtained a
license for that purpose from the city.

(b)

Issuance; fee; tag. The license provided for in subsection (a) of this section shall
be obtained from the city at a place designated by the mayor and board of
aldermen upon the payment of $0.50 therefor, and such license shall remain in
effect as long as the bicycle is owned by the person obtaining the license. The
city, through its authorized agent, shall issue a license tag or other item, which
shall be permanently affixed to the bicycle.

(c)

Sale of bicycle. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a bicycle unless the
bicycle shall have affixed thereto the identification license tag or sticker described
in subsection (b) of this section. Upon the sale of any bicycle, the new owner
shall, within three days, obtain a new license or identification tag or sticker
provided by the city for the bicycle so acquired.

(Code 1969, § 30-306)
Secs. 74-431—74-450. Reserved.

ARTICLE XVI. PEDESTRIANS
Sec. 74-451.

Subject to traffic control signals.

Sec. 74-452.

Right-of-way at crosswalks.

Secs. 74-453—74-475.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-451. Subject to traffic control signals.
Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic control signals at intersections, as declared in MCA
1972, § 63-3-309, but at all other places pedestrians shall be accorded the privileges and shall
be subject to the restrictions stated in this article.
(Code 1969, § 30-316)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-1101.
Sec. 74-452. Right-of-way at crosswalks.
(a)

Where traffic control signals are not in place or in operation, the driver of a
vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so
yield, to a pedestrian crossing the street within any marked crosswalk or within
any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, except as otherwise provided in this
article.

(b)

Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any unmarked
crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the street, the driver
of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass such
stopped vehicle.

(Code 1969, § 30-317)
Similar provisions, MCA 1972, § 63-3-1103.
Secs. 74-453—74-475. Reserved.

ARTICLE XVII. PARADES
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

lvi[5]

Sec. 74-476.

Definitions.

Sec. 74-477.

Public conduct.

Secs. 74-478—74-490.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-476. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Parade means any parade, march, ceremony, show, exhibition, pageant or procession
of any kind, or any similar display, in or upon any street, park or other public place in the city.
Public property which has been leased or rented to any private group or organization by the city
shall not be considered a public place for purposes of this article.
Parade permit means a permit as required by this article.
(Code 1969, § 19½-3)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 74-477. Public conduct.
(a)

Interference. No person shall unreasonably hamper, obstruct or impede, or
interfere with any parade or parade assembly or with any person, vehicle or
animal participating or used in a parade.

(b)

Driving through parades. No driver of a vehicle, except an authorized emergency
vehicle, shall drive between the vehicles or persons comprising a parade when
such vehicles or persons are in motion and are conspicuously designated as a
parade.

(c)

Parking on parade route. The chief of police shall have the authority, when
reasonably necessary, to prohibit or restrict the parking of vehicles along a
highway or part thereof constituting a part of the route of a parade. The chief of
police shall post signs to such effect, and it shall be unlawful for any person to
park or leave unattended any vehicle in violation thereof. No person shall be
liable for parking on a street unposted in violation of this article.

(Code 1969, §§ 19½-13, 30-214)
Secs. 74-478—74-490. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PERMIT
Sec. 74-491.

Required; exceptions.

Sec. 74-492.

Application.

Sec. 74-493.

Standards for issuance.

Sec. 74-494.

Notice of rejection.

Sec. 74-495.

Appeal procedure.

Sec. 74-496.

Alternative permit.

Sec. 74-497.

Notice by chief of police to city and other officials.

Sec. 74-498.

Contents.

Sec. 74-499.

Duties of permittee.

Sec. 74-500.

Revocation.

Secs. 74-501—74-520.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-491. Required; exceptions.
(a)

No person shall engage in, participate in, aid, form or start any parade, unless a
parade permit shall have been obtained from the chief of police or his or her
designee.

(b)

This article shall not apply to:
(1)

Funeral processions;

(2)

Students going to and from school classes or participating in educational
activities, providing such conduct is under the immediate direction and
supervision of the proper school authorities;

(3)

A governmental agency acting within the scope of its functions.

(Code 1969, § 19½-4)
Sec. 74-492. Application.
(a)

Forms. A person seeking issuance of a parade permit shall file an application
with the chief of police or his or her designee on forms provided by such officer.

(b)

Filing period. An application for a parade permit shall be filed with the chief of
police or his or her designee not less than 30 days before the date on which it is
proposed to conduct the parade.

(c)

Contents. The application for a parade permit shall set forth the following
information:
(1)

The name, address and telephone number of the person seeking to
conduct such parade.

(2)

If the parade is proposed to be conducted for, on behalf of, or by an
organization, the name, address and telephone number of the
headquarters of the organization, and of the authorized and responsible
heads of such organization.

(3)

The name, address and telephone number of the person who will be the
parade chairperson and who will be responsible for its conduct.

(4)

The date when the parade is to be conducted.

(5)

The route to be traveled, the starting point and the termination point.

(6)

The approximate number of persons who, and animals and vehicles
which, will constitute such parade; the type of animals; and the
description of the vehicles.

(7)

The hours when such parade will start and terminate.

(8)

A statement as to whether the parade will occupy all or only a portion of
the width of the streets proposed to be traversed.

(9)

The location by streets of any assembly areas for such parade.

(10)

The time at which units of the parade will begin to assemble at any such
assembly area.

(11)

The interval of space to be maintained between units of such parade.

(12)

If the parade is designed to be held by, and on behalf of or for, any
person other than the applicant, the applicant for such permit shall file
with the chief of police or his or her designee a communication in writing
from the person proposing to hold the parade, authorizing the applicant to
apply for the permit on his or her behalf.

(13)

Any additional information which the chief of police or his or her designee
shall find reasonably necessary to a fair determination as to whether a
permit should issue.

(d)

Late applications. The chief of police or his or her designee, where good cause is
shown therefor, shall have the authority to consider any application under this
article which is filed not less than five days before the date such parade is
proposed to be conducted.

(e)

Fee. There shall be paid at the time of filing the application for a parade permit a
fee of $25.00.

(Code 1969, § 19½-5)
Sec. 74-493. Standards for issuance.
The chief of police or his or her designee shall issue a permit as provided for under this
article when, from a consideration of the application and from such other information as may
otherwise be obtained, he or she finds that:
(1)

The conduct of the parade will not substantially interrupt the safe and orderly
movement of other traffic contiguous to its route.

(2)

The conduct of the parade will not require the diversion of so great a number of
police officers of the city to properly police the line of movement and the areas
contiguous thereto as to prevent normal police protection to the city.

(3)

The concentration of persons, animals and vehicles at assembly points of the
parade will not unduly interfere with proper fire and police protection of, or
ambulance service to, areas contiguous to such assembly areas.

(4)

The conduct of such parade will not interfere with the movement of firefighting
equipment en route to a fire.

(5)

The conduct of the parade is not reasonably likely to cause injury to persons or
property, to provoke disorderly conduct or create a disturbance.

(6)

The parade is scheduled to move from its point of origin to its point of termination
expeditiously and without unreasonable delays en route.

(7)

The parade is not to be held for the sole purpose of advertising any product,
goods or event, and is not designed to be held purely for private profit.

(Code 1969, § 19½-6)
Sec. 74-494. Notice of rejection.
The chief of police or his or her designee shall act upon the application for a parade
permit within five days after the filing thereof and the receipt of all required information and fees.
If the chief of police or his or her designee disapproves the application, he or she shall mail to
the applicant within the five-day period a notice of his or her action, stating the reasons for his or
her denial of the permit.
(Code 1969, § 19½-7)
Sec. 74-495. Appeal procedure.
Any person aggrieved shall have the right to appeal the denial of the parade permit to
the mayor and board of aldermen by giving written notice thereof to the city clerk. The appeal
shall be taken within seven days from the date notice is given by the chief of police to the
applicant. The city council shall act upon the appeal within ten days after its receipt, or at its
next regular or special meeting, whichever may occur first.
(Code 1969, § 19½-8)
Sec. 74-496. Alternative permit.
The chief of police or his or her designee, in denying an application for a parade permit,
shall be empowered to authorize the conduct of the parade on a date, at a time, or over a route
different from that named by the applicant. An applicant desiring to accept an alternative permit
shall, within seven days after notice of the action of the chief of police or his or her designee, file
a written notice of acceptance with the chief of police. An alternate parade permit shall conform
to the requirements of, and shall have the effect of a parade permit under, this article.
(Code 1969, § 19½-9)
Sec. 74-497. Notice by chief of police to city and other officials.
Immediately upon the issuance of a parade permit, the chief of police or his or her
designee shall send a copy thereof to the following:
(1)

The mayor;

(2)

The board of aldermen;

(3)

The city attorney;

(4)

The fire chief;

(5)

The director of public works; and

(6)

The city clerk.

(Code 1969, § 19½-10)
Sec. 74-498. Contents.
Each parade permit shall state the following information:
(1)

Starting time;

(2)

Minimum speed;

(3)

Maximum speed;

(4)

Maximum interval of space to be maintained between the units of the parade;

(5)

The portions of the streets to be traversed that may be occupied by the parade;

(6)

The maximum length of the parade in miles or fractions thereof; and

(7)

Such other information as the chief of police or his or her designee shall find
necessary to the enforcement of this article.

(Code 1969, § 19½-11)
Sec. 74-499. Duties of permittee.
(a)

A permittee under this article shall comply with all permit directions and
conditions and with all applicable laws and ordinances.

(b)

The parade chairperson or other person heading or leading such activity shall
carry the parade permit upon his or her person during the conduct of the parade.

(Code 1969, § 19½-12)
Sec. 74-500. Revocation.
The chief of police or his or her designee shall have the authority to revoke a parade
permit issued under this article upon application of any of the standards for issuance as set forth
in section 74-493.
(Code 1969, § 19½-14)
Secs. 74-501—74-520. Reserved.

ARTICLE XVIII. RAILROADS
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Sec. 74-521.

Speed limit.

Sec. 74-522.

Obstruction of streets; penalty for violation of section.

Sec. 74-523.

Flagman to precede cars or trains crossing certain streets.

Sec. 74-524.

Lights required at night.

Sec. 74-525.
Sections 74-521—74-524 not applicable where automatic signaling devices
maintained.
Secs. 74-526—74-545.

Reserved.

Sec. 74-521. Speed limit.
No railroad locomotive, car or train of cars shall be through, over or across the public
avenues, streets, roads or other public ways in the city at a greater rate of speed than allowed
by applicable state and federal laws.
(Code 1969, § 25-1)
Speed of railroads in cities, MCA 1972, § 77-9-237.
Sec. 74-522. Obstruction of streets; penalty for violation of section.
(a)

No train, whether stopped or moving, shall obstruct or block any public avenues,
streets, roads or other public ways in the city for a longer period of time than five
minutes; provided, however, that the obstructing or blocking of any such
avenues, streets, roads or other public ways for a longer period of time than five
minutes due to contingencies and happenings beyond the control of the operator
or any person responsible for the operation of a train or railroad locomotive shall
not constitute a violation of this section.

(b)

A failure to observe this section shall cause a railroad company to be liable to a
fine of $50.00 for each offense. The conductor in charge of any train so violating
the provisions of this section shall be liable to a fine of not less than $25.00 nor
more than $50.00, on conviction thereof.

(Code 1969, § 25-2)
Streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122.
Obstruction of streets, highways, MCA 1972, § 77-9-235.
Sec. 74-523. Flagman to precede cars or trains crossing certain streets.
Whenever any locomotive or any car or train of cars propelled by any locomotive is
approaching the crossing of any of the following streets, avenues, roads or public ways of the
city: Brenham Avenue, Devereaux Street, Martin Luther King, Jr. Street, North Rankin Street,
North Union Street, Commerce Street, North Pearl Street, South Pearl Street, Briel Avenue,
Canal Street, Wall Street or Liberty Road, the same shall be preceded by a flagman at a
distance of not less than 40 feet, nor more than 50 feet in front of the advancing locomotive, car
or train of cars who shall continuously wave, during the daytime, a flag, easy to be seen, and
during the nighttime a lighted lantern, easy to be seen, from the time he or she shall have
reached the crossing until he or she shall have traversed it.
(Code 1969, § 25-4)
Sec. 74-524. Lights required at night.

There shall be kept and maintained on any railroad locomotive, car or train of cars while
running through, over or across any of the streets, avenues, roads or other public ways of the
city, during the nighttime, a brilliant and conspicuous light.
(Code 1969, § 25-5)
Sec. 74-525. Sections 74-521—74-524 not applicable where automatic signaling devices
maintained.
The provisions of sections 74-521—74-524 shall not be applicable and need not be
complied with where and when there shall be erected, constructed, installed, maintained and
operated by the railroad company an automatic railroad crossing signaling device equipped with
a loud sounding bell and two red lights facing toward traffic in each direction on such intersected
street, avenue, road or public way which is so equipped, maintained and operated that such
lights in each direction will alternately flash on and off with bright red color and such bells shall
commence to ring, by automatic controls, when any railroad locomotive, car or train of cars shall
approach within 200 feet of such intersection and continue, respectively, to show and sound
while any such railroad locomotive, car or train of cars shall be approaching and crossing over,
through or across such intersection. It shall be the responsibility of the railroad company to
properly and adequately maintain and operate such automatic device should it erect, construct,
install and operate any such automatic warning device in lieu of compliance with the terms and
provisions of sections 74-521—74-524.
(Code 1969, § 25-6)
Railroad crossings in municipalities, MCA 1972, § 21-37-9; regulation of grade crossings
by state transportation commission, MCA 1972, § 65-1-8(2)(f); railroad crossbucks,
MCA 1972, § 77-9-247.
Secs. 74-526—74-545. Reserved.

ARTICLE XIX. ABANDONED, WRECKED, DISMANTLED OR INOPERATIVE
MOTOR VEHICLES lviii[7]
Sec. 74-546.

Definitions.

Sec. 74-547.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 74-548. Storing, parking or leaving dismantled or other such motor vehicle; vehicles
declared nuisance; exceptions.
Sec. 74-549.

Notice—Service prior to removal of nuisance vehicle.

Sec. 74-550.

Same—Responsibility for removal following.

Sec. 74-551.

Same—Procedure.

Sec. 74-552.

Same—Content.

Sec. 74-553.

Hearing—Request.

Sec. 74-554.

Same—Procedure.

Sec. 74-555.

Removal of motor vehicle from property.

Sec. 74-556.

Notice following removal of nuisance vehicle.

Sec. 74-557.

Disposition of vehicle upon removal.

Sec. 74-558.

Public sale—Content of notice.

Sec. 74-559.

Same—Execution of sales certificate; liability of city.

Sec. 74-560.

Redemption of impounded vehicles.

Sec. 74-561.

Liability of owner or occupant to pay expenses of removal; lien.

Sec. 74-546. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Chief means the chief of the city police department.
Junked motor vehicle means any motor vehicle which does not have lawfully affixed
thereto both an unexpired license plate and a current motor vehicle safety inspection certificate,
and the condition of which is wrecked, dismantled, partially dismantled, inoperative, abandoned
or discarded.
Motor vehicle means any vehicle which is self-propelled and designed to travel along the
ground and shall include, but not be limited to, automobiles, buses, motorbikes, motorcycles,
trucks, tractors, go-carts, golf carts, campers and trailers.
Private property means any real property within the city which is privately owned and
which is not public property as defined in this section.
Public property means any street or highway and shall include the entire width between
the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained for the purposes of vehicular travel, and
shall also mean any other publicly owned property or facility.
(Code 1969, § 30-335)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 74-547. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and, upon conviction, shall be punished as provided in section 1-5. Each act in violation of any
of the provisions hereof shall be deemed a separate offense.
(Code 1969, § 30-350)
Sec. 74-548. Storing, parking or leaving dismantled or other such motor vehicle;
vehicles declared nuisance; exceptions.
No person shall park, store, leave, or permit the parking, storing, or leaving of any motor
vehicle of any kind which is in an abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, inoperative, rusted, junked,
or partially dismantled condition, whether attended or not, upon any public or private property
within the city for a period of time in excess of 72 hours. The presence of an abandoned,
wrecked, dismantled, inoperative, rusted, junked or partially dismantled vehicle or parts thereof,
on private or public property, is hereby declared a public nuisance which may be abated as

such in accordance with the provisions of this article. This section shall not apply to any vehicle
enclosed within a building on private property; to any vehicle held in connection with a business
enterprise, lawfully licensed by the city and properly operated in the appropriate business zone,
pursuant to the zoning laws of the city; to any motor vehicle in operable condition specifically
adopted or designed for operation on drag strips or raceways; or to any vehicle retained by the
owner for antique collection purposes.
(Code 1969, § 30-336)
Sec. 74-549. Notice—Service prior to removal of nuisance vehicle.
Whenever it comes to the attention of the chief of the city police department, or his or
her designee, that any nuisance as defined in section 74-548 exists in the city, a notice in
writing shall be served upon the occupant of the land where the nuisance exists, or in case
there is no such occupant, then upon the owner of the property or his or her agent, notifying
them of the existence of the nuisance and requesting its removal in the time specified in this
article.
(Code 1969, § 30-337)
Sec. 74-550. Same—Responsibility for removal following.
Upon proper notice and opportunity to be heard, the owner of the abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled, or inoperative vehicle and the owner or occupant of the private property on which
the same is located, either or all of them, shall be responsible for its removal. In the event of
removal and disposition by the city, the owner or occupant of the private property where the
same is located, shall be liable for the expenses incurred.
(Code 1969, § 30-338)
Sec. 74-551. Same—Procedure.
The chief shall give notice of removal to the owner or occupant of the private property
where it is located, at least seven days before the time of compliance. It shall constitute
sufficient notice when a copy of same is posted in a conspicuous place upon the private
property on which the vehicle is located, and duplicate copies are sent by certified mail to the
owner or occupant of the private property at his or her last known address.
(Code 1969, § 30-339)
Sec. 74-552. Same—Content.
The notice shall contain the request for removal within the time specified in this article,
and the notice shall advise that upon failure to comply with the notice to remove, the city or its
designee shall undertake such removal with the cost of removal to be levied against the owner
or occupant of the property.
(Code 1969, § 30-340)
Sec. 74-553. Hearing—Request.
The persons to whom the notices are directed, or their duly authorized agents, may file a
written request for a hearing before the mayor and board of aldermen or its designee within the

seven-day period of compliance prescribed in section 74-551 for the purpose of defending the
charges by the city.
(Code 1969, § 30-341)
Sec. 74-554. Same—Procedure.
The hearing shall be held as soon as practicable after the filing of the request and the
persons to whom the notices are directed shall be advised of the time and place of the hearing
at least seven days in advance. At any such hearing the city and the persons to whom the
notices have been directed may introduce such witnesses and evidence as either party deems
necessary.
(Code 1969, § 30-342)
Sec. 74-555. Removal of motor vehicle from property.
If the violation described in the notice has not been remedied within the seven-day
period of compliance, or in the event that a notice requesting a hearing is timely filed, a hearing
is had, and the existence of the violation is affirmed by the board of aldermen or its designee,
the chief of police or his or her designee shall have the right at reasonable times to take
possession of the junked motor vehicle and remove it from the premises. It shall be unlawful for
any person to interfere with, hinder, or refuse to allow such person to enter upon private
property for the purpose of removing a vehicle under the provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 30-343)
Sec. 74-556. Notice following removal of nuisance vehicle.
Within 48 hours of the removal of such vehicle, the chief of police shall give notice to the
registered owner of the vehicle, if known, and also to the owner or occupant of the private
property from which the vehicle was removed, that such vehicle has been impounded and
stored for violation of this article. The notice shall give the location of where the vehicle is stored
and the costs incurred by the city for removal.
(Code 1969, § 30-344)
Sec. 74-557. Disposition of vehicle upon removal.
Upon removing a vehicle under the provisions of section 74-555, the city shall, after ten
days, cause it to be appraised. If the vehicle is appraised at $100.00 or less, the chief of police
shall execute an affidavit so attesting and describing the vehicle, including the license plates, if
any, and stating the location and appraised value of the vehicle. The chief of police, after
complying with the provisions of this section, may summarily dispose of the vehicle and execute
a certificate of sale. If the vehicle is appraised at over $75.00, the chief of police shall give
notice of public sale not less than ten days before the date of the proposed sale.
(Code 1969, § 30-345)
Sec. 74-558. Public sale—Content of notice.
The notice of sale shall state:

(1)

The sale is of abandoned property in the possession of the city.

(2)

A description of the vehicle, including make, model, license number and any
other information which will accurately identify the vehicle.

(3)

The terms of the sale.

(4)

The date, time and place of the sale.

(Code 1969, § 30-346)
Sec. 74-559. Same—Execution of sales certificate; liability of city.
The vehicle shall be sold to the highest and best bidder. At the time of payment of the
purchase price, the chief of police shall execute a certificate of sale in duplicate, the original of
which to be given to the purchaser, and the copy thereof to be filed with the city clerk. Should
the sale for any reason be invalid, the city's liability shall be limited to the return of the purchase
price.
(Code 1969, § 30-347)
Sec. 74-560. Redemption of impounded vehicles.
The owner of any vehicle seized under the provisions of this article may redeem such
vehicle at the time after its removal, but prior to the sale or destruction thereof, upon proof of
ownership and payment to the city clerk of such sum as he or she may determine and fix for the
actual and reasonable expense of removal, and any preliminary sale advertising expenses, plus
$10.00 per day for storage for each vehicle redeemed.
(Code 1969, § 30-348)
Sec. 74-561. Liability of owner or occupant to pay expenses of removal; lien.
Upon the failure of the owner or occupant of property on which abandoned vehicles have
been removed by the city to pay the unrecovered expenses incurred by the city in such removal,
a lien shall be placed upon the property of the amount of such expenses.
(Code 1969, § 30-349)

Chapters 75—77 RESERVED
Chapter 78 VEHICLES FOR HIRE
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 78-1—78-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 78-1—78-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. TAXICABS

lix[1]

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 78-26.

Definitions.

Sec. 78-27.

Enforcement of article.

Sec. 78-28.

Liability of city.

Sec. 78-29.

Liability insurance required.

Sec. 78-30.

Insurance certificate; display; contents.

Sec. 78-31.

Additional passengers.

Sec. 78-32.

Restriction on number of passengers.

Sec. 78-33.

Records and reports.

Sec. 78-34.

Report of traffic accidents.

Sec. 78-35.

Service contract reports.

Sec. 78-36.

Advertising.

Sec. 78-37.

Acting for hotels.

Sec. 78-38.

Transportation of alcoholic beverages.

Sec. 78-39.

Consumption of alcoholic beverages in vehicle.

Sec. 78-40.

Operation of vehicle after consumption of alcoholic beverages.

Sec. 78-41.

Acting on behalf of prostitutes or unlawful establishments.

Sec. 78-42.

Transportation of criminals.

Sec. 78-43.

City officers and employees not to accept favors from owners or drivers.

Sec. 78-44.

Taxistands.

Secs. 78-45—78-55.

Reserved.

Sec. 78-26. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Certificate means a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the mayor
and board of aldermen, authorizing the holder thereof to conduct a taxicab business in the city.
Cruising means the driving of a taxicab on the streets, alleys, or public places of the city
in search of, or soliciting prospective passengers for hire.
Driver's license means the permission granted by the chief of police to a person to drive
a taxicab upon the streets of the city.
Holder means a person to whom a certificate of public convenience and necessity has
been issued.

Manifest means a daily record prepared by a taxicab driver of all trips made by the driver
showing time and place of origin, destination, number of passengers, and the amount of fare of
each trip.
Rate card means a card issued by the mayor for display in each taxicab which contains
the rates of fare then in force.
Taxicab means a motor vehicle regularly engaged in the business of carrying
passengers for hire, having a seating capacity of less than five persons if a standard automobile
and not more than eight persons if a station wagon and not operated on a fixed route.
Taxistand means a public place alongside the curb of a street or elsewhere in the city
which has been designated by the mayor and board of aldermen as reserved exclusively for the
use of taxicabs.
Waiting time means the time when a taxicab is not in motion from the time of acceptance
of a passenger to the time of discharge, but does not include any time that the taxicab is not in
motion if due to any cause other than the request, act or fault of a passenger.
(Code 1969, § 28-1)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 78-27. Enforcement of article.
The police department of the city is hereby given the authority and is instructed to watch
and observe the conduct of every person operating a taxicab under the provisions of this article.
Upon discovering a violation of the provisions of this article, the police department shall report
the violation to the mayor and board of aldermen, which will order or take appropriate action.
(Code 1969, § 28-2)
Sec. 78-28. Liability of city.
The city shall not be liable for any reason for amount due to any claim or on account of
any act or omission of any officer of the city in connection with any matter relating to taxicabs.
(Code 1969, § 28-3)
Sec. 78-29. Liability insurance required.
(a)

No taxicab shall be operated within the city unless there is in full force and effect
a liability insurance policy for each such vehicle in the amount of not less than
$25,000.00 per person; $50,000.00 in the aggregate; and $25,000.00 property
damage coverage. Such coverage shall remain in force at all times. A copy of
this section shall be furnished to the insurance carrier who must be qualified to
do business in the state, at the time the coverage is obtained by the applicant.
The person securing the policy shall furnish to the city clerk a certificate from the
insurance company or agency of such company issuing the policy that the
insurance is in full force and effect. The insurance policy shall contain a provision
(rider, if necessary) that the policy is issued by the insurance company or its
agency pursuant to the provisions of this article, and the insurance company or
its agency issuing such policy shall be under a duty to notify the city 30 days
before the policy shall be canceled or become ineffective. For failure to do so the

policy shall continue in full force and effect and shall inure to the benefit of any
person who shall be injured or who shall sustain damage to property caused by
the negligence of the insured, his or her servants or agents.
(b)

The insurance policy shall be filed in the office of the city clerk and approved by
the mayor and city clerk if it complies with the requirements of this article.

(c)

Each liability insurance policy shall provide and contain a clause to the effect that
no liability insurance policy on any taxicab shall be canceled by any insurance
company until and unless the insurance company shall, at least 30 days prior to
the time of cancellation of the coverage, notify the mayor and board of aldermen,
in writing, which notice shall be sent by certified or registered mail.

(Code 1969, § 28-4; Ord. No. 2004-2, § 1, 11-9-04)
Sec. 78-30. Insurance certificate; display; contents.
Each taxicab shall have prominently displayed therein, so that all passengers can
observe and read it, a certificate signed by the insurance company providing liability coverage
on the vehicle with the following information:
(1)

Make of vehicle;

(2)

Year of manufacture of the vehicle;

(3)

Model of the vehicle;

(4)

Serial number of the vehicle;

(5)

Owner of the vehicle;

(6)

Number of liability insurance policy covering the vehicle; and

(7)

Term of the policy of liability insurance covering the vehicle.

(Code 1969, § 28-5)
Sec. 78-31. Additional passengers.
No driver shall permit any other person to occupy or ride in his or her taxicab, unless the
person first employing the taxicab shall consent to the acceptance of an additional passenger.
No charge shall be made for an additional passenger except when the additional passenger
rides beyond the previous passenger's destination and then only for the additional distance so
traveled.
(Code 1969, § 28-6)
Sec. 78-32. Restriction on number of passengers.
No driver shall permit more persons to be carried in a taxicab as passengers than the
rated seating capacity of his or her taxicab. A child in arms shall not be counted as a passenger.
(Code 1969, § 28-7)
Sec. 78-33. Records and reports.

(a)

Every person operating a taxicab under the provisions of this article shall keep
accurate records of receipts from operations, operating and other expenses,
capital expenditures, and such other operating information as may be required by
the mayor and board of aldermen.

(b)

Every such person shall submit reports of receipts, expenses and statistics of
operation to the mayor and board of aldermen for each calendar year, in
accordance with a uniform system prescribed by the mayor and board of
aldermen. Such reports shall reach the mayor and board of aldermen on or
before February 1 of the year following the calendar year for which such reports
are prepared.

(Code 1969, § 28-8)
Sec. 78-34. Report of traffic accidents.
All accidents arising from or in connection with the operation of taxicabs which result in
death or injury to any person, or in damage to any vehicle, or to any property in an amount
exceeding the sum of $50.00, shall be reported within 24 hours from the time of occurrence to
the police department in a form of report to be furnished by the police department.
(Code 1969, § 28-9)
Authority for above section, MCA 1972, § 63-3-423.
Sec. 78-35. Service contract reports.
It shall be mandatory for all persons operating taxicabs under the provisions of this
article to file with the mayor and board of aldermen copies of all contracts, agreements,
arrangements, memoranda, or other writings relating to the furnishing of taxicab service to any
hotel, theater, hall, public resort, railway station or other place of public gathering, whether such
arrangement is made with such person or any corporation, firm or association with which the
holder may be interested or connected.
(Code 1969, § 28-10)
Sec. 78-36. Advertising.
Subject to the rules and regulations of the mayor and board of aldermen, it shall be
lawful for any person owning or operating a taxicab or motor vehicle for hire to permit
advertising matter to be affixed to or installed in or on such taxicabs or motor vehicles for hire.
(Code 1969, § 28-11)
Advertising, ch. 86.
Sec. 78-37. Acting for hotels.
It shall be unlawful for any driver of a taxicab to solicit business for any hotel or to
attempt to divert patronage from one hotel to another.
(Code 1969, § 28-12)
Sec. 78-38. Transportation of alcoholic beverages.

It shall be unlawful for any person operating a taxicab in the city to transport alcoholic
beverages, not owned and in the exclusive possession and control of a fare-paying passenger,
in the taxicab or for any taxicab driver to have on his or her person any alcoholic beverage while
driving and operating a taxicab in service.
(Code 1969, § 28-13)
Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6.
Sec. 78-39. Consumption of alcoholic beverages in vehicle.
It shall be unlawful for any driver or passenger of any taxicab to drink alcoholic
beverages of any kind while inside the taxicab.
(Code 1969, § 28-14)
Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6.
Sec. 78-40. Operation of vehicle after consumption of alcoholic beverages.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a taxicab within the city within eight hours
after such person shall have consumed any alcoholic beverage.
(Code 1969, § 28-15)
Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6.
Sec. 78-41. Acting on behalf of prostitutes or unlawful establishments.
It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver or owner to act in any manner as a panderer or
pimp for prostitutes or as contact for unlawful establishments of any character.
(Code 1969, § 28-16)
Prostitution, MCA 1972, § 97-29-49 et seq.
Sec. 78-42. Transportation of criminals.
It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver or owner to knowingly transport any criminal,
narcotic peddler, prostitute, bootlegger or any other person in the commission of a crime or
infraction of the law in any manner.
(Code 1969, § 28-17)
Accessories, MCA 1972, § 97-1-3 et seq.
Sec. 78-43. City officers and employees not to accept favors from owners or drivers.
It shall be unlawful for any officer or employee of the city to accept directly or indirectly
any gifts, discounts or gratuities from any holder of a taxicab franchise or any taxicab driver or
from any person engaged in the repair of taxicabs.
(Code 1969, § 28-18)
Sec. 78-44. Taxistands.

The mayor and board of aldermen are hereby authorized and empowered to establish
taxistands upon the streets of the city in such places as in their discretion they deem proper.
Any person desiring to establish a taxistand shall make written application to the mayor and
board of aldermen. Upon filing of the application, the police department shall make an
investigation of the traffic conditions at such place and shall thereafter file their written
recommendation to the mayor and board of aldermen. The mayor and board of aldermen shall
then either grant or refuse the application. When a taxistand has been established as provided
in this section, it shall be used solely by the person to whom the same was granted and his or
her agents and servants and no other person shall be permitted to use the taxistand; provided,
however, that no person shall obtain permit for more than one such closed stand within the
downtown business area.
(Code 1969, § 28-19)
Placement of signs, § 74-135.
Secs. 78-45—78-55. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY lx[2]
Sec. 78-56.

Required.

Sec. 78-57.

Application.

Sec. 78-58.

Public hearing.

Sec. 78-59.

Issuance.

Sec. 78-60.

Factors to be considered.

Sec. 78-61.

Transfer.

Sec. 78-62.

Suspension; revocation.

Secs. 78-63—78-75.

Reserved.

Sec. 78-56. Required.
No person shall operate or permit a taxicab owned or controlled by him or her to be
operated as a vehicle for hire upon the streets of the city without having first obtained a
certificate of public convenience and necessity from the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 28-30)
Sec. 78-57. Application.
An application for a certificate shall be filed with the mayor and board of aldermen upon
forms provided by the city, shall be verified under oath and shall furnish the following
information:
(1)

The name and address of the applicant.

(2)

The financial status of the applicant, including the amounts of all unpaid
judgments against the applicant and the nature of the transactions or acts giving
rise to such judgments.

(3)

The experience of the applicant in the transportation of passengers.

(4)

Any facts which the applicant believes tend to prove that public convenience and
necessity require the granting of a certificate.

(5)

The number of vehicles to be operated or controlled by the applicant and the
location of proposed depots and terminals.

(6)

The color scheme or insignia to be used to designate the vehicles of the
applicant.

(7)

Such further information as the chief of police may require.

(Code 1969, § 28-31)
Sec. 78-58. Public hearing.
Upon the filing of an application for a certificate, the mayor and board of aldermen shall
fix a time and place for a public hearing thereon. Notice of such hearing shall be given to the
applicant and to all persons to whom certificates of public convenience and necessity have been
theretofore issued. Due notice shall also be given the general public by posting a notice of such
hearing in the municipal building. Any interested person may file with the mayor and board of
aldermen a memorandum in support of or opposition to the issuance of a certificate.
(Code 1969, § 28-32)
Sec. 78-59. Issuance.
If the mayor and board of aldermen find that further taxicab service in the city is required
by the public convenience and necessity and that the applicant is fit, willing, and able to perform
such public transportation and to conform to the provisions of this article and the rules
promulgated by the mayor and board of aldermen and chief of police, then the mayor shall issue
a certificate stating the name and address of the applicant, the number of vehicles authorized
under the certificate and the date of issuance; otherwise, the application shall be denied.
(Code 1969, § 28-33)
Sec. 78-60. Factors to be considered.
In making the findings required by this division prior to the issuance of a certificate, the
mayor and board of aldermen shall take into consideration the number of taxicabs already in
operation; whether existing transportation is adequate to meet the public need; the probable
effect of increased service on local traffic conditions; and the character, experience and
responsibility of the applicant; provided, however, that the mayor and board of aldermen shall
not issue more than one permit per 750 people residing in the city.
(Code 1969, § 28-34)
Sec. 78-61. Transfer.

No certificate of public convenience and necessity may be sold, assigned, mortgaged or
otherwise transferred.
(Code 1969, § 28-36)
Sec. 78-62. Suspension; revocation.
(a)

(b)

Any certificate issued under the provisions of this division may be revoked or
suspended by the mayor and board of aldermen if the holder therefor has:
(1)

Violated any of the provisions of this article;

(2)

Discontinued operations for more than ten days; or

(3)

Violated any provision of this Code, state law, federal law or city
ordinance, rule or regulation, the violation of which reflects unfavorably on
the fitness of the holder to offer public transportation.

Prior to any suspension or revocation, the holder shall be given notice of the
proposed action to be taken and shall have an opportunity to be heard.

(Code 1969, § 28-37)
Secs. 78-63—78-75. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. DRIVER'S LICENSE
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Sec. 78-76.

Required.

Sec. 78-77.

Application.

Sec. 78-78.

Physician's statement.

Sec. 78-79.

Fee.

Sec. 78-80.

Examination of applicant.

Sec. 78-81.

Police investigation of applicant.

Sec. 78-82.

Consideration of application.

Sec. 78-83.

Issuance.

Sec. 78-84.

Duration; renewal.

Sec. 78-85.

Display.

Sec. 78-86.

Suspension.

Sec. 78-87.

Revocation.

Secs. 78-88—78-100.

Reserved.

Sec. 78-76. Required.
No person shall operate a taxicab for hire upon the streets of the city and no person who
owns or controls a taxicab shall permit it to be so driven, and no taxicab licensed by the city

shall be so driven at any time for hire, unless the driver of the taxicab shall have first obtained
and shall have then in force a taxicab driver's license issued under the provisions of this
division.
(Code 1969, § 28-48)
Sec. 78-77. Application.
An application for a taxicab driver's license shall be filed with the chief of police on forms
provided by the city, shall be verified under oath and shall contain the following information:
(1)

The names and addresses of four residents of the city who have known the
applicant for a period of two years and who will vouch for the sobriety, honesty,
and general good character of the applicant.

(2)

The experience of the applicant in the transportation of passengers.

(3)

The educational background of the applicant.

(4)

A concise history of his or her employment.

(Code 1969, § 28-49)
Sec. 78-78. Physician's statement.
Each application for a license required by this division shall be accompanied by a
certificate from a reputable physician of the city certifying that, in his or her opinion, the
applicant is not afflicted with any disease or infirmity which might make him or her an unsafe or
unsatisfactory driver.
(Code 1969, § 28-50)
Sec. 78-79. Fee.
At the time the application for a license required by this division is filed, the applicant
shall pay to the city clerk the sum of $5.00.
(Code 1969, § 28-51)
Sec. 78-80. Examination of applicant.
Before any application for a license required by this division is finally passed upon by the
chief of police, the applicant shall be required to pass a satisfactory examination as to his or her
knowledge of the city and to show that he or she has a current class D commercial driver's
license issued by the state.
(Code 1969, § 28-52)
Sec. 78-81. Police investigation of applicant.
The police department shall conduct an investigation of each applicant for a taxicab
driver's license, and a report of such investigation and a copy of the traffic and police record of
the applicant, if any, shall be attached to the application for the consideration of the chief of
police.

(Code 1969, § 28-53)
Sec. 78-82. Consideration of application.
The chief of police shall, upon consideration of the application and the reports and
certificate required to be attached thereto, approve or reject the application. If the application is
rejected, the applicant may request a personal appearance before the mayor and board of
aldermen to offer evidence why his or her application should be reconsidered.
(Code 1969, § 28-54)
Sec. 78-83. Issuance.
Upon approval of an application for a taxicab driver's license, the chief of police shall
issue a license to the applicant which shall bear the name, address, race, age, signature and
photograph of the applicant.
(Code 1969, § 28-55)
Sec. 78-84. Duration; renewal.
Every license issued under the provisions of this division shall be in effect for the
remainder of the calendar year. A license for every calendar year thereafter shall issue upon the
payment of $1.00 unless the license for the preceding year has been revoked.
(Code 1969, § 28-56)
Sec. 78-85. Display.
Every driver licensed under this division shall post his or her driver's license and
photograph in such a place as to be in full view of all passengers while such driver is operating
a taxicab.
(Code 1969, § 28-57)
Sec. 78-86. Suspension.
The chief of police shall have the authority to suspend any license issued under the
provisions of this division for a driver's failing or refusing to comply with any applicable provision
of this Code, state law or city ordinance, rule or regulation. Such suspension shall last for a
period of not more than 15 days.
(Code 1969, § 28-58)
Sec. 78-87. Revocation.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall have the authority to revoke any license issued
under the provisions of this division for the failure or refusal of such licensee to comply with any
applicable provision of this Code, state law or city ordinance, rule or regulation. Such revocation
shall not become effective until the licensee shall have received notice thereof and has had an
opportunity to present evidence in his or her behalf.
(Code 1969, § 28-59)

Secs. 78-88—78-100. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. VEHICLES
Sec. 78-101.

Condition and maintenance.

Sec. 78-102.

Use may be enjoined.

Sec. 78-103.

Years of service.

Sec. 78-104.

Clean and sanitary condition.

Sec. 78-105.

Designation.

Sec. 78-106.

Two-way radio communication required.

Secs. 78-107—78-115.

Reserved.

Sec. 78-101. Condition and maintenance.
Each vehicle used as a taxicab in the city shall be at all times in good operating
condition, and the brakes, lights, steering mechanism, tires, windshield wipers, and all other
parts and portions of the vehicle shall be in first class working order and condition.
(Code 1969, § 28-70)
Sec. 78-102. Use may be enjoined.
The city shall have the right to enjoin the use of any vehicle used as a taxicab in the city
which shall be found in violation of the provisions of section 78-101. The enjoinment of such
vehicle shall be in addition to any other fine, penalty or remedy afforded or available to the city
by law.
(Code 1969, § 28-71)
Sec. 78-103. Years of service.
No vehicle shall be used or operated as a taxicab upon the streets of the city from and
after 36 months of the date of its original purchase by the first consumer thereof, unless the
owner of each such vehicle, on February 1 of each year and on August 1 of each year shall
furnish to the mayor and board of aldermen, in writing, a sworn statement by a capable
mechanic whose qualifications have been approved by the mayor and board of aldermen, that
the vehicle is in first class operating condition, and is properly equipped with safe and good
tires, brakes, steering mechanism, lights, horn, and is otherwise in first class operating
condition.
(Code 1969, § 28-72)
Sec. 78-104. Clean and sanitary condition.
Every vehicle operating under this article shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition
according to rules and regulations promulgated by the city.
(Code 1969, § 28-73)

Sec. 78-105. Designation.
Each taxicab shall bear a number, in painted figures not less than two inches nor more
than six inches in height and, in addition, may bear an identifying design approved by the chief
of police. No vehicle covered by the terms of this article shall be licensed whose color scheme,
identifying design, monogram, or insignia is used by any other owner or operator of a taxicab in
such a manner as to be misleading or would tend to deceive the public.
(Code 1969, § 28-74)
Sec. 78-106. Two-way radio communication required.
All taxicabs operating under the provisions of this article shall be equipped with a
two-way radio communication system of a standard type, or a type ordinarily used in the taxicab
business.
(Code 1969, § 28-75)
Secs. 78-107—78-115. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. RATES AND CHARGES
Sec. 78-116.

Set by board.

Sec. 78-117.

Receipts.

Sec. 78-118.

Refusal of passenger to pay legal fare.

Sec. 78-119.

Transportation of persons other than for hire.

Sec. 78-120.

Posting of rate schedule.

Sec. 78-116. Set by board.
The mayor and board of aldermen shall have the exclusive right and power
regulate all taxicab rates of fares charged any and all passengers transported by
operating under the provisions of this article by resolution. Such rates of fares may
mileage, zones or otherwise, but shall be uniform or equal for all taxicabs operated
city.

to fix and
a taxicab
be set by
within the

(Code 1969, § 28-86)
Sec. 78-117. Receipts.
The driver of any taxicab shall, upon demand by the passenger, render to such
passenger a receipt for the amount charged, and upon the receipt shall be the name of the
owner, license number or motor number, amount of charges and date of transaction.
(Code 1969, § 28-87)
Sec. 78-118. Refusal of passenger to pay legal fare.

It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to pay the legal fare of any taxicab after
having hired the taxicab. It shall be unlawful for any person to hire any taxicab with intent to
defraud the person from whom it is hired of the value of such service.
(Code 1969, § 28-88)
Sec. 78-119. Transportation of persons other than for hire.
No taxicab driver or owner shall permit any other person to occupy or ride in a taxicab
except a passenger for hire. No taxicab driver or owner shall carry any person in such taxicab
while on the streets of the city unless such person has agreed to pay for the use and hire of
such taxicab.
(Code 1969, § 28-89)
Sec. 78-120. Posting of rate schedule.
Each taxicab operator within the corporate limits of the city shall have posted in each
taxicab within easy view of each passenger the rate schedule then in effect in letters and
numbers sufficiently large to be easily read by passengers.
(Code 1969, § 28-90)
Editor's note—
Sec. 2 of Ord. No. 1974-3, being nonamendatory of this Code, provided that a violation of
the above section shall be a misdemeanor and that the mayor and board of
aldermen shall have the power to forbid the use of any taxicab failing to properly
display the rate schedule.

Chapters 79—81 RESERVED
Subpart B LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE
Chapter 82 ADMINISTRATION

lxii[1]

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 82-1.

Code established.

Sec. 82-2.

Penalty for violation of subpart.

Secs. 82-3—82-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 82-1. Code established.
A land development code is hereby established which is included in chapters 82—134 in
its entirety.
Sec. 82-2. Penalty for violation of subpart.

Any person or agent who shall violate a provision of this subpart or fail to comply with
any conditions of the permit as approved by the appropriate departments shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor. Each such person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and every day or
portion thereof during which a violation continues and shall be punished as provided in section
1-5, unless another penalty is provided.
Secs. 82-3—82-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. PERMIT
Sec. 82-26.

Required.

Sec. 82-27.

Need.

Sec. 82-28.

Items of work covered.

Sec. 82-29.

Plans and specifications required.

Sec. 82-30.

In addition to regular building permit.

Sec. 82-31.

Fees.

Sec. 82-32.

Not required in certain instances.

Sec. 82-26. Required.
Any person planning any type land development within the city limits must first obtain a
land development permit from the city engineering and inspection departments.
Sec. 82-27. Need.
A land development permit is required in order to allow the city engineering and planning
departments to evaluate land development prior to the work, inspect the work to ensure that it is
properly installed in compliance with the approved conditions of the permit, and provide the
engineering department with a permanent record of the development for future reference. It will
also assist in the prevention of erroneous installations such as undersized culverts, accidental
damage to underground utilities; city, state, and national code violations; and other costly
mistakes that can be expensive to correct for both the developer and the city.
Sec. 82-28. Items of work covered.
This permit will include such items of work as landscaping, grading, ditching, trenching,
logging, or any other heavy equipment work; construction, installation, alteration, or demolition
of parking lots, driveways, streets, curbs, gutters, culverts, sewer lines and drainlines, pipelines,
tanks, catchbasins, manholes, retaining walls, brick or concrete fences, or any other type work
that affects city-owned facilities or may alter vegetation or drainage.
Sec. 82-29. Plans and specifications required.
Plans and specifications in conformance with the scope of the work must accompany the
permit application when deemed necessary by the city engineer.

Sec. 82-30. In addition to regular building permit.
The land development permit will be in addition to the regular building construction
permit issued by the city inspection department and will be subject to examination and approval
of the city engineering and the city planning departments, when applicable.
Sec. 82-31. Fees.
Fees will be based on the cost of the project and will be in accordance with the fee
schedule used by the inspection department at the time of issuance.
Sec. 82-32. Not required in certain instances.
Land development permits will not be required when the work is included in the overall
scope of a project which has been previously submitted to and approved by the planning
department, and for which a regular building permit has been issued for the total project
including site work.

Chapters 83—85 RESERVED
Chapter 86 ADVERTISING
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 86-1.

Posting on public property; exceptions.

Sec. 86-2.

On or in automobiles.

Secs. 86-3—86-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 86-1. Posting on public property; exceptions.
Except as provided in this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to post or attach
upon any telephone or utility pole, tree, building, post, pole or on any other thing on public
property or on property over which the city has or exercises dominion, within the corporate limits
of the city, any advertisement, notice, sign, insignia, design or directive.
(1)

Directional signs to points of public interest or established entertainment. Any
organization or association may place upon the neutral ground of public property
in the city for a total period of time no greater than eight weeks in any calendar
year, a sign or device not greater than 300 square inches in size and not greater
than one-half inch in thickness for the purpose of directing persons to points of
historic interest and to established entertainment, which entertainment is
primarily for visiting tourists. Such signs shall be utilized primarily for, but not be
restricted to, theatres, tableaux, spiritual singing events and points of historic
interest.

(2)

Surety required prior to posting of directional signs. At least five days prior to the
placing of any directive signs on public property within the city, the organization
or association desiring to erect the signs shall post surety by cashier's check
issued by a banking institution doing business in the city in the sum of $250.00

as a guarantee that the signs shall be removed within five weeks from and after
the date of the erection thereof and that no signs shall cumulatively remain on
public property for more than five weeks. Signs may not be erected more than
twice by any organization during any calendar year and the $250.00 deposit must
be made at each time that signs are erected.
(3)

Return of deposit upon removal of signs; forfeit for nonremoval. Upon satisfactory
proof furnished to the city engineer that signs have been duly taken down in
accordance with this section, the $250.00 deposit shall be returned to the
organization making deposit, but if the city shall be required to dismantle or take
down the signs the $250.00 shall be forfeited.

(4)

Enforcement; appeals. The city engineer shall be charged with the enforcement
of this section, but appeals from any decision made by him or her may be made
directly to the mayor and board of aldermen of the city.

(Code 1969, § 3-1)
Utilities, ch. 130.
Sec. 86-2. On or in automobiles.
It shall be unlawful for any person to throw, deposit or place in or on any automobile or
other vehicle in the city without first having obtained the permission of the owner or person in
charge thereof, any handbill, dodger, circular, newspaper, paper, booklet, poster, printed matter,
advertising literature, sample or device.
(Code 1969, § 3-2)
Secs. 86-3—86-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. SIGNS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 86-26.

Title of article.

Sec. 86-27.

Purposes of article.

Sec. 86-28.

Findings of fact.

Sec. 86-29.

Rules of construction.

Sec. 86-30.

Definitions.

Sec. 86-31.

Conflicts.

Sec. 86-32.

Construction specifications.

Sec. 86-33.

Prohibited signs.

Sec. 86-34.

Signs requiring permits.

Sec. 86-35.

Signs not requiring permits.

Sec. 86-36.

Maintenance.

Sec. 86-37.

Illumination standards.

Sec. 86-38.

Sign contractor's license.

Sec. 86-39.

Indemnification of city.

Secs. 86-40—86-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 86-26. Title of article.
This article shall be known as the sign ordinance for the city.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 1.0, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-27. Purposes of article.
The purposes of this article are to:
(1)

Promote the health, safety, morals and the general welfare of the city.

(2)

Create the legal framework for a comprehensive but balanced system of street
graphics and thereby to facilitate an easy and pleasant communication between
people and their environment.

(3)

Promote the use of signs in the city which are safe, compatible with their
surroundings and legible in the circumstances in which they are seen. This article
also recognizes the need for a well-maintained and attractive physical
appearance of the community and the need for adequate business identification
for the conduct of competitive commerce. This article is also adopted for the
purpose of reducing sign or advertising distractions which may increase traffic
accidents and result in visual congestion for pedestrians.

(4)

Protect and promote the tourist industry, which is an important element in the
city's economy, by providing for an unobstructed view of the city's scenic areas,
and where signs are necessary, by reducing the negative impression of the city
which may be conveyed to tourists and visitors by signs which are not properly
installed and maintained.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 2.0, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-28. Findings of fact.
In adopting this article, the board of aldermen makes the following findings:
(1)

The people of the city have an interest in controlling the erection, location and
maintenance of signs in a manner to protect the public health, safety and morals,
and to promote the public welfare.

(2)

The natural beauty of landscape, view and attractive surroundings of the city
constitute an attraction for tourists and visitors.

(3)

The indiscriminate erection and maintenance of large and/or numerous signs
seriously detract from the enjoyment and pleasure of the natural scenic beauty of
the city which, in turn, injuriously affect the tourist trade and thereby the
economic well-being of the city.

(4)

Portable signs, whether located on-premises or off-premises, generally create a
higher degree of danger and distraction to the public, are less attractive
aesthetically, are more difficult to monitor and regulate, are more susceptible to
abuse, and therefore should be prohibited.

(5)

For the promotion and preservation of the public health, safety and welfare of the
people of the city, it is deemed necessary that the erection, construction, location
and maintenance of signs be regulated and controlled.

(6)

The regulations contained in this article are the minimum amount of regulation
necessary to achieve the article's purposes.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 3.0, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-29. Rules of construction.
For the purposes of this article, certain rules of construction shall apply to the text as
follows:
(1)

The term "must" is always mandatory and not discretionary; the word "should" is
permissive.

(2)

Words or terms not interpreted or defined by this section shall be used with a
meaning of common or standard utilization or as otherwise specifically provided
in this article.

(3)

The words "use" or "occupy" shall include the words "intended," "designed," and
"arranged" to be "used" or "occupied."

(4)

Any term not defined in this article shall be construed to be used in this article as
by the latest edition of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 4.0(b), (c), (e), (f), 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-30. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Abandoned sign means a sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person,
advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner, project or activity conducted or product available
on the premises where such sign is displayed, except as otherwise permitted for off-premises
advertising.
Animated sign means any sign which includes action or motion. For purposes of this
article, this term does not refer to flashing or changing, all of which are separately defined.
Banner means a sign made of fabric, plastic, paper or other light pliable material, not
enclosed in a rigid frame, so as to permit movement of the sign by wind or atmospheric
movement.
Billboard. See Standard outdoor advertising structure.

Board of adjustment means a board consisting of five members appointed by the board
of aldermen to approve matters pertaining to this article and appeal and decisions of the sign
enforcement officer.
Building face or wall means all window and wall area or a building in one plane or
elevation.
Canopy means any structure attached to a building at the inner end and supported on
the other end, or a free-standing structure, with one or more supports, meant to provide shelter
from weather elements onto which signs may be affixed or incorporated.
Changeable copy signs (automatic) means a sign such as an electronically or electrically
controlled public service time, temperature and date sign, message center or reader board,
where different copy changes are shown on the same lamp bank.
Changeable copy signs (manual) means a sign on which copy is changed manually in
the field, i.e., reader boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.
Church bulletin board means a sign attached to the exterior of a church or located
elsewhere on church premises and used to indicate the services and/or other activities of the
church, and including the church name, if desired.
City means the City of Natchez.
Copy means the wording or graphics on a sign surface.
District means as defined under the zoning ordinance and zoning district map.
Erect means to build, construct, reconstruct, attach, hang, rehang, alter, place, affix,
enlarge, move or relocate and includes the painting and repainting of existing sign structures.
Facade, principle means the front or main part of a building facing a public street.
Facade, secondary means the side of a building facing a secondary access street,
parking lot or major privately owned circulation road; a side of a building other than the principle
facade.
Face of sign means the entire area of a sign on which copy could be placed. The area of
a sign which is visible from one direction as projected on a place.
Flashing sign means any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source, or
which includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation, or an
externally mounted intermittent light source. Automatic changing signs such as public service
time, temperature and date signs or electronically controlled message centers are not classed
as "flashing signs."
Frontage means the length of the lot along the street side. The front of a lot bordering
more than one street is considered separate for each street.
Gasoline and oil service station means any business which dispenses, or is designed to
dispense gasoline and/or oil for use in motor vehicles or boats.
Ground level means immediate surrounding grade.
Height of sign means the vertical distance measured from the surrounding grade to the
highest point of sign.

Illegal sign means a sign which contravenes this article, or a non-conforming sign for
which a permit required under a previous ordinance was not obtained.
Interior property lines mean property lines other than those forming a dedicated public
right-of-way.
Landmark or landmark site means a building, structure, object, and its appurtenances
and historically associated land or water, or an unimproved or improved parcel of ground
designated by the city preservation commission and approved by the city through an ordinance,
which possess particular archaeological, architectural, cultural, geological, or historical
significance, and as further defined in section 102-1 et seq.
Landmark design review area means that area within 300 feet of the property line of a
designated landmark or landmark site, that falls under the review authority of the city
preservation commission, as defined in section 102-1 et seq.
Logo means a letter, character or symbol used to represent a person, corporation or
business enterprise.
Lot means a parcel, tract, plat or area of land accessible by means of a street or other
permanently reserved principal means of access. It may be a single parcel separately described
in a deed or plat which is recorded in the office of the county recorder of deeds, or it may
include parts of or a combination of such parcels when adjacent to one another and used as
one as determined by the building inspector.
Off-premises sign means a sign which advertises an activity, business, product or
service not conducted on the premises on which the sign is located.
Owner means a person recorded as such on official records and including duly
authorized agent, a purchaser, lessee, devisee, receiver, trustee or any person having a vested
or contingent interest in the property or business in question.
Person means any natural person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company,
trust or organization of any kind.
Premises means an area of land with its appurtenances and buildings which, because of
its unity of use, may be regarded as the smallest conveyable unit of real estate.
Preservation commission means as established in section 102-1 et seq.
Preservation district means the district and area designated and approved by the city
through a separate ordinance (section 102-1 et seq.), which contains a geographically definable
area, urban or rural, possessing a significant concentration of sites, buildings, structures, or
objects associated by past events or by plan or physical development.
Primary roads means that portion of connected main highway, as officially designated, or
as may hereafter be so designated, by the state highway commission, and approved by the
United States Secretary of Commerce, pursuant to the provisions of title 23, USC, "Highways".
Reader board means any sign that has changeable or removable lettering.
Right-of-way (R.O.W.) means any publicly owned or used right-of-way.
Roof line means the highest point of the coping on a flat roof, false mansard or parapet
wall; the decline of a true mansard roof; the ridge line between the upper and lower slopes of a
gambrel roof; or the mean height level between the eaves and ridge for a gable or hip roof.

Seasonal or special occasion temporary signs means a sign which is not permanent and
is limited to a specific activity or in the celebration of holidays or other special events.
Setback means the minimum horizontal distance between either the face of curb, the
edge of pavement, or the right-of-way line, or proposed right-of-way line for streets. On private
streets for public use, the setback is measured from the street easement, curb or pavement, or
legally required width whichever results in greater setback.
Shopping center means a building containing two or more shops, stores and other retail
and/or service places of business, and providing off-street parking facilities in common for all of
the businesses and their customers.
Show window sign means any temporary sign advertising sales or specials attached to
or within three feet of the glass surface of any fixed window (glazing) visible from a public
right-of-way.
Sign means any identification, description, illustration or device illuminated or
non-illuminated which is visible from any public place or is located on private property and
exposed to the public and which directs attention to a product, service, place, activity, person,
institution, business or solicitation, including any permanently installed or situated merchandise
or any emblem, painting, banner, pennant or placard designed to advertise, identify or convey
information, with the exception of window displays and national flags. For the purposes of this
article, this definition shall include, but, not be limited to, those signs painted directly upon a
building or other structure. For the purpose of removal, signs shall also include all sign
structures. Not included are decorative device or emblems as may be displayed on a residential
mailbox.
Sign area means the surface area of a sign shall be computed as including the entire
area within a rectangle, triangle, circle, or other regular geometric form, or aggregates thereof,
encompassing all of the display area of the sign and including all of the elements of the matter
displayed. Base, apron, supports and other structural members not bearing advertising matter
shall not be included in computation of surface area. Border or trim shall be included in
computation of surface area.
Sign, attached means a sign erected or placed upon the wall of any building with the
plane of the face parallel to the plane of the wall below the roof line.
Sign, canopy means any sign hanging entirely beneath a canopy, portico or marquee.
Sign, commercial directory means a permanent pole sign designating the name of a
commercial center and listing the various tenants of the center.
Sign, construction means a temporary sign used during construction of new buildings or
reconstruction of or additions to existing buildings, such as those identifying the project and
denoting the owner, architect, engineer, contractor, and/or financing institutions of the project.
Sign, directional means a sign which indicates a direction for vehicular or pedestrian
traffic or other movement.
Sign, electrical means a sign containing electrical wiring which is attached or intended to
be attached to an electrical energy source.
Sign enforcement officer means the designated authority of officer charged with the
administration and enforcement of this Code, or his duly authorized representative.

Sign, fluttering means a sign, including banners, flags, pennants or other flexible
material which moves with the wind or by some artificial means.
Sign, grand opening means any temporary sign used to draw attention to a business or
facility which has been newly opened, reopened, expanded in floor area or relocated.
Sign, ground means any detached sign on the same lot or parcel as the use it advertises
which has its bottom portion erected upon or supported by the ground, a ground planter box, or
other supports.
Sign, illuminated means any sign which is illuminated by light sources mounted on or in
the sign or at some other location.
Sign, memorial or tablet means the permanent part of a building which denotes the
name of the building, date of erection, historical significance, dedication or other similar
information.
Sign, monument means a freestanding identification sign, the bottom of which is
attached directly and permanently to the ground and physically separated from any other
structure.
Sign, nonconforming means a sign legally erected under the previously existing
ordinances of the city, but which does not conform to the provisions of this article.
Sign, occupational and/or identification means an attached wall sign not larger than one
square foot in area identifying the name of a person occupying a building.
Sign, open letter means a sign consisting of letters and/or numbers attached to the face
of a building without structural trim or background.
Sign, overhanging means any sign which projects more than 12 inches beyond the plane
of the wall on which the sign is erected or attached.
Sign, placard means any cardboard, metal, plastic, fabric or vinyl sign less than six
square feet in area.
Sign, pole means any letter, word, model sign, device or representation used in the
nature of an advertisement or announcement not attached to a building and which is supported
by a single or multiple stationary pole or post.
Sign, political means a temporary sign advocating or opposing any political proposition
or candidate for public office.
Sign, portable. See Temporary sign.
Sign, project identification means a permanent ground sign identifying an apartment
complex, condominium project or mobile home development entry, name and/or street names
within the project.
Sign, projecting means any sign affixed to a building or wall in such a manner that its
leading edge extends more than six inches beyond the surface of such building or wall.
Sign, property real estate means a sign pertaining only to the prospective rental, lease or
sale of the property upon which it is located.
Sign, residential construction project means any temporary sign that provides direction
to any residential development under construction, or promotes the residential development on
the project site.

Sign, roof means any sign erected on a roof but excluding marquee and canopy signs
and wall signs. The generally vertical plan of a mansard-type roof shall be interpreted as the
same as a wall of a building.
Sign, snipe means a temporary sign or poster affixed to a tree, fence, etc.
Sign structure means the sign and all parts associated with its construction.
Sign, temporary means any sign intended for a limited or intermittent period of display or
which is removable and not permanently attached or affixed to real estate or any improvement
thereon.
Sign, temporary window means a temporary sign affixed to the inside or hanging within
three feet of an exterior window or glass door.
Sign, wall means a sign fastened to or painted on the wall of a building or structure in
such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the background
surface.
Sign, window means a sign at the window of a building with the face parallel to and
within 12 inches of the plane or building wall.
Sign, supports means all structures by which a sign is held up, including, for example,
poles, braces, guys and anchors.
Special displays means signs not exceeding 32 square feet, used for holidays, public
demonstrations or promotion of civil welfare or charitable purposes.
Special permit. See Variance.
Standard outdoor advertising structure, off premises poster panel and/or billboard means
any sign intended to attract general public interest concerning a commercial enterprise, product,
service, industry or other activity not conducted, sold or offered on the premises upon which the
sign is erected, or a sign which advertises or identifies goods, products or services which may
incidentally be sold on the premises on which the sign is located. Such signs, however, shall not
include signs which identify or advertise the name of the business or person or primary and
principal activity, good or services located on the premises where the sign is erected. By way of
example, a billboard advertising a soft drink or beverage, which is sold as an incident to the
business conducted on the premises, shall nevertheless, be considered a billboard, provided
the owner or name of the business upon which such sign is located is not identified or named.
This includes billboards, detached pole signs on separate parcels, wall signs and signs
otherwise attached to buildings and/or supported by uprights or braces on the ground. Real
estate signs and political signs are excluded from this definition.
Street means a public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to
abutting property.
Subdivision identification sign means a permanent ground sign identifying a subdivision
entry, subdivision name and/or street names within the subdivision.
Use means the purpose of which a building, lot, sign or other structure is arranged,
intended, designed, occupied or maintained.
Variance means a relaxation of the terms of this article where such variance will not be
contrary to the public interest and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and not
the result of actions of the applicant, a literal enforcement of this article would result in
unnecessary and undue hardship.

Zoning ordinance means the zoning ordinance of the city and the current zoning district
map related thereto.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 5.0, 9-27-94; Ord. No. 2001-2, § 1, 8-28-01)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 86-31. Conflicts.
If any portion of this article is found to be in conflict with any other provision of the
zoning, building, fire, safety or health ordinances of the city, the provision of the ordinance which
establishes the higher standard will prevail. Further and specifically, if there should arise a
conflict between the provisions of divisions 1—4 of this article and the provisions of division 5 of
this article, then division 5 of this article shall control.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 12.01, 9-27-94)
Fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; health and sanitation, ch. 42; buildings and building
regulations, ch. 90; zoning, ch. 134.
Sec. 86-32. Construction specifications.
All signs shall be installed in compliance with building and electrical codes as required
by the sign enforcement officer.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 10.01, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-33. Prohibited signs.
Except as specifically provided otherwise in this article, the following signs and displays
shall be strictly prohibited throughout the city, including the preservation district, as established
in section 102-1 et seq. and the scenic or historic routes now or hereafter established in division
5 of this article.
(1)

Portable signs and/or portable signs converted for purposes of permanent
installation. They shall not be considered temporary signs. Portable signs shall
not be grandfathered.

(2)

Signs in public rights-of-way which are not city, county, state and federal
regulatory signs.

(3)

Streamers, posters, ribbons, light strings, light bulbs, light bands, spinners,
attention-getting devices that move; blinking, electronic or flashing signs except
time, temperature and date signs; signs which exhibit changing natural or
artificial light or color effects; and festoon lighting, signs (other than neon signs)
which contain bare, unshielded light or tubes which are visible from a public
street or a private residence.

(4)

Snipe signs or signs attached to trees, fences, public utility poles, standpipes,
gutter drains or fire escapes, other than warning signs, issued by government
officials or public utilities.

(5)

Abandoned or defunct signs, including the posts or other supports thereof, that
advertise or identify or formerly advertise an activity, business product or service

that is no longer conducted or available on the premises where such sign is
located.
(6)

Signs which move, rotate, change position, have moving parts, or create the
illusion of movement, whether the movement is caused by the wind or
mechanically, except for the rotation of barber poles and permissible changeable
copy signs.

(7)

Hazardous signs. No signs shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to
prevent free ingress or access from any door, window, fire escape, driveway or
utility lines.

(8)

Roof signs or any sign erected upon, against or directly above a roof or on top of
or above the parapet of a building, whichever forms the top line of the building
silhouette.

(9)

Hologram signs.

(10)

Signs which emit an audible sound or odor.

(11)

Signs which by reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring or
manner of illumination may be confused with or construed to be a traffic control
sign, signal or device, or the light of an emergency or road equipment vehicle,
except where such sign is accessory to a parking area and gives directions or
instructions to drivers or pedestrians.

(12)

Signs which are illegal under federal or state laws or regulations are prohibited.

(13)

Signs which hide or interfere with traffic flow or any street sign, signal or device.

(14)

Signs or any advertising device attached to or located on a parked vehicle or
trailer on a public right-of-way, public property or private property for the basic
purpose of providing advertising of products or services or directing people to a
business or activity located on the same or nearby property or any other
premises. This does not apply to allowed signs or lettering on buses, taxis, or
vehicles operating during the normal course of business.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.01, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-34. Signs requiring permits.
(a)

Permanent. All permanent signs allowed under this article, including existing
signs, shall require a permit and payment of fees as described in division 2 of this
article.

(b)

Temporary. Temporary signs shall observe the following restrictions:
(1)

Street banners advertising a public event shall be removed within two
days after the event.

(2)

Seasonal or special occasion signs shall not be installed more than two
weeks prior to the activity described and shall be removed two days after
the activity or event.

(3)

All other temporary signs shall be removed upon expiration of permit.

(c)

Existing. Permits for all existing signs must be obtained within 90 days of
passage of the ordinance, or be removed.

(d)

Erected, altered or relocated. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated
without a permit, except as otherwise provided in this article.

(e)

Expiration of permit. Permits shall be null and void if the permitted signage is not
installed within 180 days from the date of issuance of the permit.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.02, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-35. Signs not requiring permits.
The following activities are exempted from permit requirements but must be in
conformance with all other requirements of this article.
(1)

Changing of the advertising copy or message on an existing approved painted or
printed sign, changeable copy sign or similar approved sign, whether electrical,
illuminated or non-illuminated or painted message, which is specifically designed
for the use of replaceable copy.

(2)

Painting, repainting, cleaning or other normal maintenance and repair of a sign
for which a permit has been previously issued, so long as the sign is not
otherwise modified in any way. Replacement of the plastic face will be exempted
from the permit requirement, provide that it is due to breakage or deterioration of
the face.

(3)

Changes in the content of a window display; window signs and window
promotional signs.

(4)

Changes in the content of permitted temporary signs.

(5)

City, county, state and federal regulatory signs.

(6)

Pennants for model homes.

(7)

Signs painted on or attached to a truck, bus, trailer, or other vehicles which is
used in the normal course of a business.

(8)

Tablets, grave markers, headstones, memorial statuary and plaques, or other
remembrances of persons or events which are non-commercial in nature.

(9)

Any flag, emblem, or insignia of a government or non-commercial enterprise,
provided that it does not amount to an attention-getting device for commercial
purposes.

(10)

"No Trespassing" signs, warning signs (such as "Beware of Dog"), notification
signs for emergency personnel, and other such signs, provided that the sign
does not exceed two square feet in sign surface area and there are no more than
two such signs on the lot.

(11)

Personal celebration, yard of the month, special events and garage sale signs,
subject to the following:
a.

No such sign, other than a personal celebration sign, shall exceed six
square feet in sign surface area.

b.

No more than two temporary signs shall be placed on the property at any
one time, and no more than one temporary sign of a type shall be placed
on the property at any one time.

c.

No such sign shall be illuminated.

d.

No such sign, other than a personal celebration sign, shall project higher
than 42 inches above the ground level at the base of the sign.

e.

No such sign shall be located within ten feet of any other lot, parcel or
tract.

f.

The sign shall be erected no earlier than ten days before, and shall be
removed no later than ten days after the sale, rental or other event to
which it pertains.

g.

A temporary sign erected in connection with a rummage sale or garage
sale shall in no case be erected for a period longer than three days, nor
shall such signs be erected on the same property for a total of more than
three days in any 30-day period.

h.

Yard of the month sign shall be removed at the expiration of award
period.

i.

A temporary sign erected in connection with a personal or family
celebration shall in no case be erected for a period longer than one week.

(12)

Signs announcing candidates seeking public political office and other data
pertinent thereto shall be permitted up to a total area of eight square feet for each
zoning lot. These signs shall be confined within private property and kiosks in
public place, and shall not be less than five feet from the nearest edge of the
street pavement and 100 feet from the nearest curb intersection from any street
or road. Political campaign signs shall not be displayed prior to the applicable
deadline for qualification for candidates for a particular election, nor more than
seven days after the election for which such signs are intended. Candidates
eliminated from consideration by the political process shall remove signs
supporting his or her candidacy within seven days after the end of any such
primary or election.

(13)

Real estate for sale or lease signs.

(14)

a.

For single-family, two-family or multifamily developed lots the sign area of
one face shall not exceed nine square feet. In no case shall the sign area
exceed 18 square feet.

b.

For undeveloped tracts of three acres or more the sign area of one face
shall not exceed 40 square feet.

c.

Real estate signs shall be removed within seven days after the closing of
the complete sale, rental or lease of premises.

Outdoor merchandise pricing signs are permitted in B-1, B-2, B-3 and I-1
districts, subject to the following:
a.

Signs may not be greater than one square foot in area;

b.

No more than one sign is permitted per individual item; and

c.

Signs shall be attached to the advertised merchandise and shall not be
attached to buildings, utility poles, light poles, landscaping features,
fences, screening walls or trees.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.03, 9-27-94; Ord. No. 2001-2, § 2, 8-28-01; Ord. No. 2003-4, § 1, 5-8-03)
Sec. 86-36. Maintenance.
All signs shall be properly maintained. Exposed surfaces shall be clean and painted if
paint is required. Defective parts shall be replaced. The sign enforcement officer shall have the
right under section 86-61 to order the repair or removal of any sign which is defective, damaged,
or substantially deteriorated, as defined in the building code.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.04, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-37. Illumination standards.
Internally or externally illuminated signs shall be permitted, provided that they meet the
following requirements:
(1)

No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other illumination
devices which have changing light intensity, brightness or color. Beacon lights
are not permitted.

(2)

No colored lights shall be used at any location in any manner so as to be
confused with or construed as traffic control devices.

(3)

Neither the direct nor reflected light from primary light sources shall create a
traffic hazard to operators of motor vehicles on public thoroughfares.

(4)

Exposed bulbs shall not be used on the exterior surface of any signs.

(5)

Interior lighted individual translucent letters, numerals logos and graphic
symbols, or interior lighted signs with translucent letters, logos and graphic
symbols, are allowed for the uses listed in this subsection, provided that the
specific location of the light source within the sign cannot be seen or determined
when the lights are in operation.

(6)

a.

Permanent project signs in commercial and industrial zoned areas.

b.

Ground mounted signs in commercial and industrial zoned areas for the
purpose of building or business identification and logos only.

c.

Wall signs for the purpose of building or business identification and logos
only.

Electrical requirements for all signs shall conform to the pertinent requirements of
the current National Electrical Code.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.05, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-38. Sign contractor's license.
No person may engage in the business of erecting, altering, relocating, or constructing
signs without a valid contractor's license and all required state and federal licenses.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.06, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-39. Indemnification of city.
All persons involved in the maintenance, installation, alteration, or relocation of signs
near or upon any public right-of-way of property shall agree to hold harmless and indemnify the
city, its officers, agents, and employees, against any and all claims of negligence resulting from
such work insofar as this article has not specifically directed the placement of a sign.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 6.07, 9-27-94)
Secs. 86-40—86-50. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sec. 86-51.

Violation of article; repair or removal.

Sec. 86-52.

Penalty for violation of article.

Sec. 86-53.

Sign enforcement officer; authorization; powers and duties.

Sec. 86-54.

Permit—Required.

Sec. 86-55.

Same—Number display.

Sec. 86-56.

Same—Application.

Sec. 86-57.

Same—Fee establishment.

Sec. 86-58.

Same—Exceptions.

Sec. 86-59.

Inspection upon completion of installation, alteration or relocation.

Sec. 86-60.

Variances.

Sec. 86-61.

Removal by the sign enforcement officer.

Sec. 86-62.

Appeal from decision of the sign enforcement officer.

Sec. 86-63.

Appeals from decision of the board of adjustment.

Secs. 86-64—86-75.

Reserved.

Sec. 86-51. Violation of article; repair or removal.
(a)

When, in the opinion of the sign enforcement officer, a violation of the article
exists, the sign enforcement officer shall issue a written order to the alleged
violator. The order shall specify those sections of the article which the individual
may be in violation of and shall state that the individual has 30 days from the
date of the order in which to correct the alleged violation or to appeal to the board
of adjustment.

(b)

If upon inspection, the sign enforcement officer finds that a sign is abandoned or
structurally, materially or electrically defective, or in any way endangers the
public, the sign enforcement officer shall issue a written order to the owner of the
sign and occupant of the premises stating the nature of the violation and

requiring them to repair or remove the sign within 30 days of the date of the
order.
(c)

In cases of emergency, the sign enforcement officer may cause the immediate
removal of a dangerous or defective sign without notice. Signs removed in this
manner must present a hazard to the public safety as defined in the local building
or traffic codes.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.09, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-52. Penalty for violation of article.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not to exceed $100.00. Each day's
continuance of a violation shall be considered a separate offense and punishable as such. The
owner of any sign, building or premises, or part thereof, where anything in violation of this article
shall be placed, or shall exist, and any person who may have knowingly assisted in the
commission of any such violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.11, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-53. Sign enforcement officer; authorization; powers and duties.
(a)

The sign enforcement officer shall be authorized to process applications for
permits and variances, hold public hearings as required, and enforce and carry
out all provisions of this land development code. The sign enforcement officer is
authorized to promulgate regulations and procedures consistent with this
function.

(b)

The sign enforcement officer is empowered, upon presentation of proper
credentials, to enter or inspect any building, structure, or premises in the city for
the purpose of inspection of a sign and its structural and electrical connections to
ensure compliance with all applicable codes and ordinances. Such inspections
shall be carried out during business hours unless an emergency exists.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.01, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-54. Permit—Required.
(a)

Permanent sign. All permanent signs allowed under this article, including existing
signs, shall require a permit.

(b)

Temporary signs. All temporary signs requiring a permit may be approved and
granted by the sign enforcement officer for a period of time as specified by the
applicable section of this article. Any request for extensions over the specified
allowed time must be approved by the board of adjustment.

(c)

Existing signs; within 90 days. All existing signs must be removed if no permit is
obtained.

(d)

Erected, altered or relocated signs. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated
without a permit, except as otherwise provided in this article.

(e)

Installation deadline. Permits shall be null and void if the permitted signage is not
installed within 180 days.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.02, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-55. Same—Number display.
All signs requiring a permit shall display, in the lower righthand corner, the sign permit
number and expiration date, where applicable.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.03, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-56. Same—Application.
Application for a sign permit shall be filed with the sign enforcement officer upon a form
provided by the sign enforcement officer. The permit application shall contain the following
information:
(1)

Name and address of the owner of the sign.

(2)

Street address or location of the property on which the sign is to be located,
along with the name and address of the property owner.

(3)

Type of sign or sign structure.

(4)

A site plan with measurements showing the proposed location of the sign along
with the locations of all existing signs on the same premises.

(5)

Specifications and drawing showing the materials, design, dimensions, structural
supports, and electrical components of the proposed sign.

(6)

Permits shall be issued for the life of the sign, or any shorter period as stated on
the approved permit application. However, any permit may be revoked at any
time by the sign enforcement officer, upon a finding that the sign violates any
provision of this division or that the permittee made false representations in
securing the sign permit. No fee which the permittee paid for the permit shall be
refunded when a permit is revoked. If a sign faces or is directly adjacent to a
state right-of-way, the sign may be subject to state laws.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.04, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-57. Same—Fee establishment.
(a)

Fees for sign permits shall be determined and set by the mayor and board of
aldermen from time to time.

(b)

Sign permit fees shall be as follows:
(1)

Fees for sign permits shall be in accordance with the latest edition of the
Southern Building Code as adopted by the city, except that the minimum
fee for any sign permit shall be $20.00.

(2)

Permanent sign fees shall be paid as follows:
a.

Each owner shall pay only one permit fee per property, but shall
submit separate applications for each new sign to be erected.

b.

Commercial retail centers (shopping centers, malls, offices,
complexes, etc.) shall be required to submit a fee and applications
for the overall development.

(3)

Temporary signs shall not require a fee.

(4)

Existing signs shall not require a fee.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.05, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-58. Same—Exceptions.
(a)

Federal, state, county or city regulatory signs shall not require permits.

(b)

Utility company standard markers or warning signs denoting utilities will not
require a permit.

(c)

Maintenance of signs: repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance to
prolong the life of the sign as originally approved shall not require a permit.

(d)

Decals, numerals, names, addresses, hours, credit information, etc., attached to
doors or windows and all of which occupy a total area of one square foot or less
are excluded from this article.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.06, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-59. Inspection upon completion of installation, alteration or relocation.
(a)

Any person installing, structurally altering, or relocating a sign for which a permit
has been issued shall notify the sign enforcement officer upon completion of the
work. The sign enforcement officer may require a final inspection, including an
electrical inspection and inspection of footings on freestanding signs.

(b)

The sign enforcement officer may require at the time of issuance of a permit that
written notification for an inspection is submitted prior to the installation of certain
signs.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.07, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-60. Variances.
(a)

Grant upon condition of difficulty or hardship. Variances are to be used to
overcome some exceptional condition which clearly poses practical difficulty or
particular hardship in such a way as to prevent an owner from displaying his or
her sign as intended by this article. Such practical difficulty must be clearly
exhibited and must be a result of an external influence; it may not be
self-imposed.

(b)

Petition. Petitions may be filed according to the following condition and
procedures:
(1)

Proprietary interest. A petition for variation from any provisions of this
article may be made by any person having a proprietary interest in the
sign for which such variance is requested.

(2)

(3)
(c)

Filing. A variance request shall be filed in writing with the sign
enforcement officer and shall include the following information:
a.

The names, addresses and telephone number of the petitioner,
the owner of the property on which the sign is to be erected or
affixed, the owner of the sign, and the person to be erecting or
affixing the sign.

b.

A description of the requested variance.

c.

Clear justification of the requested variance.

d.

The location of the building, structure, or lot on which the sign is to
be erected or affixed.

e.

A site plan of the property involved showing accurate placement
thereon of the proposed sign.

f.

A drawing of the plans and specifications of the sign to be erected
or affixed and the method of construction and attachment to the
building or the ground. Such plans and specifications shall include
details of dimension, material, color and weight.

g.

The written consent of the owner of the building structure or
property on which the sign is to be affixed.

h.

Such other information as the sign enforcement official may
require to determine full compliance with this and other applicable
ordinances of the city.

Fees. The fee for a sign variance request shall be $50.00.

Public hearing. Public hearings shall be arranged as follows:
(1)

The petitioner shall mail, on or before ten days from the date of the
hearing set for an appeal, a copy of the appeal to the owners of record of
all real property located within or without the corporate limits of the city
and lying within 160 feet of the boundaries of the property which is
subject of the appeal, provided that such notice shall be mailed certified
mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid in the United States mail,
and provided further that proof of mailing and return receipt as requested
shall be filed by the petitioner with the secretary of the board of
adjustment five days prior to the date of the hearing set for an appeal.

(2)

When an appeal has been filed, the secretary of the board of adjustment,
who will ensure that notice of time, place, and subject of the hearing shall
be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the city not
less than 15 days before the hearing. The public hearing shall be held on
the variance request within 60 days of its completed filing.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.08, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-61. Removal by the sign enforcement officer.
(a)

The sign enforcement officer shall give written notice for the removal of any
permanent sign erected or maintained in violation of this article. Upon failure to

comply with this notice within 30 days, the sign enforcement officer shall remove
the sign. Temporary signs erected or maintained in violation of this article may be
removed by the sign enforcement officer without notice. The sign enforcement
officer shall remove any sign immediately and without notice if the sign presents
an immediate threat to the safety of the public. Any cost of sign removal shall be
at the expense of the property owner.
(b)

For purposes of removal, the definition of the word "sign" shall be expanded to
include all sign embellishments and structures designed specifically to support
the sign.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.10, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-62. Appeal from decision of the sign enforcement officer.
(a)

Appeals to the board of adjustment may be taken by any person aggrieved or by
any officer, department, or board of the city affected by any decision of an
administrative officer pursuant to this article. Such appeals shall be taken within a
reasonable time, as provided by the rules of the board, by filing with the officer
from whom the appeal is taken and with the board of adjustment a notice of
appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The officer from whom the appeal is taken
shall transmit forthwith to the board all papers constituting the record upon which
the action appealed was taken.

(b)

An appeal stays all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from,
unless the officer from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the board of
adjustment after the notice of appeal shall have filed with him or her that by
reason of facts stated in the certificate a stay would, in his or her opinion, cause
imminent peril to life or property. Such proceedings shall not be stayed otherwise
than by a restraining order which may be granted by the board of adjustment or
by the court of record on an application or notice to the officer from whom the
appeal is taken and on due cause shown.

(c)

The board of adjustment shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal
and shall give public notice thereof by publication in a newspaper of general
circulation within the city at least one week in advance of the time set for the
public hearing.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.12, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-63. Appeals from decision of the board of adjustment.
Appeal from the decision of the board of adjustment in any case may be made as
follows:
(1)

Procedure for appeal. Any party aggrieved by a decision of the board of
adjustment may, within 15 days thereafter, appeal therefrom to the mayor and
board of aldermen, and he or she shall file with the board a written notice of
appeal specifying the decision from which such appeal is taken.

(2)

Transcript of proceedings. Upon receiving a notice of appeal, the board of
adjustment shall transmit to the mayor and board of aldermen a certified copy of
the proceedings in the case upon which the appeal is taken, and the issue shall
be tried by the mayor and board of aldermen solely on the question of whether

the board of adjustment has acted beyond the limits of its powers or abused its
discretion.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 11.13, 9-27-94)
Secs. 86-64—86-75. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. DISTRICT REGULATIONS
Sec. 86-76.

All districts.

Sec. 86-77.

Requirements for permanent signs by district.

Sec. 86-78.

Residential districts.

Sec. 86-79.

Business districts.

Sec. 86-80.

Industrial districts.

Sec. 86-81.

Automobile dealers and automobile service stations.

Sec. 86-82.
Preservation district, landmarks and landmark sites, landmark design review
areas, and scenic or historic routes.
Secs. 86-83—86-90.

Reserved.

Sec. 86-76. All districts.
(a)

The following signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts: All signs not
requiring permits (see section 86-35).

(b)

The following activities shall require sign permits:
(1)

Construction signs. One sign shall be permitted that lists the building
contractors, professional firms and lending institutions on-sites under
construction. The sign shall be confined to the site of the construction,
construction shed, or trailer and shall be removed no later than 14 days
after the substantial completion and/or occupancy of the project.
Construction signs for projects up to ten acres shall not exceed 40 square
feet, whichever is less. For construction projects exceeding ten acres, the
sign shall not exceed 64 square feet.

(2)

Not-for-profit and religious signs. Name and informational signs, and
emblems of service clubs, places of worship and not-for-profit
identification signs shall be permitted, but shall not exceed one square
foot in area for each two feet of lot line adjoining a street with a maximum
of 40 square feet. Such sign or signs on a corner lot may face each street
but the total area shall not exceed a maximum of 40 feet per sign.
Not-for-profit and religious signs shall be subject to annual review.
Message boards are permitted to occupy up to 40 percent of the sign
face, and no commercial message or sponsor copy is permitted.

(3)

Informational signs for public, charitable or religious events. Temporary
signs announcing any public, charitable, educational or religious event, up

to a sign area of 40 square feet shall be permitted. Such signs shall be
allowed no more than ten days prior to the event and must be removed
within ten days after the event.
(4)

Integral signs. Names of buildings, dates of erection, monumental
citations and commemorative tablets when carved into stone, concrete, or
similar material or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent type
construction and made an integral part of the structure shall be permitted.

(5)

Cold air inflatable balloons. Cold air balloons or other inflatable devices
are permitted for grand openings, sales and other similar special events
on a temporary basis, for no more than three days at a time, and no more
than ten times per year.

(6)

Directional signs. Directional signs shall be permitted, provided that no
such sign shall have a sign surface area larger than eight square feet.
The maximum height of such sign shall be 3½ feet.

(7)

Signs designating parking areas. Signs designating parking areas and
entrances and exits to parking areas, other than parking areas for
single-family dwellings.

(8)

a.

No more than one sign shall be permitted for each exit or
entrance.

b.

No such sign shall exceed a sign surface area of four square feet.

Temporary signs. Temporary signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

b.

Commercial banners. Commercial banners are permitted for sales
and special events on a temporary basis, subject to the following:
1.

Only one commercial banner may be displayed per
business in a given permitting period;

2.

Commercial banners are permitted only in commercial and
industrial zoning districts (B-1, B-2, B-3 and I-1);

3.

Permits may be granted for a period not to exceed 30
days;

4.

No more than five permits may be issued per calendar
year;

5.

No more than three weekend special event permits may be
issued in a calendar year;

6.

Commercial banners may not exceed 30 square feet in
area; and

7.

Commercial banners may only be attached to buildings,
and may not be located within the public right-of-way,
attached to utility poles, light poles, landscaping features,
fences, screening walls or trees.

Grand opening signs and pennants. Grand opening signs and
pennants are permitted when a business or facility has been

newly opened, reopened, expanded in floor area or relocated,
subject to the following:

c.

1.

One grand opening sign is permitted per building facade;

2.

Permits for grand opening signs and pennants may be
granted for a period not to exceed 45 days; and

3.

Grand opening signs and pennants may only be placed on
buildings and shall not be located within the public
right-of-way, attached to utility poles, light poles,
landscaping features, fences, screening walls or trees.

Placard signs. Placard signs are permitted to be located on
properties in commercial or industrial districts (B-1, B-2, B-3 and
I-1) subject to the following:
1.

One placard sign is permitted per business;

2.

Placard signs may not exceed six square feet in area;

3.

Permits may be granted for a period not to exceed 30
days;

4.

No more than five permits may be issued in a calendar
year;

5.

Placard signs may be placed only on the premises of the
subject business; and

6.

Placard signs may be attached to an existing sign frame or
building, but shall not be located within the public
right-of-way, attached to utility poles, light poles,
landscaping features, fences, screening walls or trees.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.01, 9-27-94; Ord. No. 2001-2, § 3, 8-28-01)
Sec. 86-77. Requirements for permanent signs by district.
(a)

Districts. The districts are as defined by the zoning ordinance and official zoning
map. Only permanently located signs as described in this section and as may be
described under sections 86-34 and 86-35 will be permitted in each particular
district, except city, county, state and federal regulatory signs.

(b)

New district. If a new district is created after the enactment of this article, no new
signs shall be permitted therein until this article is amended to include the new
district. All existing regulated signs must have a city permit or be removed in 90
days.

(c)

Existing signs. Permanent signs which were lawful before this article was
adopted but which now would not be permitted under the terms of this article may
be continued provided they are properly maintained as provided in this article.
See division 4 of this article. All temporary signs, including portable signs shall be
removed.

(d)

Construction. All signs shall conform with the pertinent requirements of the
current Standard Building Code and current National Electrical Code.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.02, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-78. Residential districts.
In addition to those signs identified in section 86-76, only the following signs shall be
allowed in residential districts O-L, R-l, R-2, and R-3.
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Single-family residential nameplates. Single-family residential nameplates shall
be permitted as follows:
a.

Two single-family residential name signs not exceeding two square feet in
each area shall be permitted per single-family dwelling.

b.

Such signs shall be allowed on mailboxes, but shall otherwise be located
at least five feet from the nearest property line.

Street address signs. Street address signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Two street number signs not exceeding two square feet in area shall be
permitted in any residential district.

b.

Such signs shall be allowed on mailboxes, and near doorways, but shall
otherwise be located at least five feet from the nearest property line.

Multifamily building nameplate and identification signs. Multifamily building
nameplate and identification signs may be permitted as follows:
a.

In any multiple-family dwelling in which a central office is permitted, one
nameplate sign and one identification sign shall be allowed at each
vehicular entrance from a public right-of-way and at each major public
entrance to the dwelling for all offices in the dwelling.

b.

The identification sign shall not exceed 20 square feet.

c..

One residential nameplate sign not exceeding two square feet in each
area shall be permitted per dwelling unit.

d..

Identification signs shall be located at least five feet from any property
line, and the top of the sign shall not be over five feet above the ground,
whether freestanding or on a building or structure.

e.

The identification sign shall indicate only the name, address, telephone
number and rental information.

Subdivision identification signs. Subdivision identification signs shall be permitted
as follows:
a.

Two subdivision identification signs, located on the real estate, shall be
allowed for each development of ten lots or 20 units or more.

b.

Signs shall not exceed 12 square feet per acre, or 40 square feet,
whichever is less.

Identification signs for non-residential uses. Identification signs for nonresidential
uses shall be permitted as follows:
a.

No more than one such sign per lot, parcel or tract shall be permitted.

(6)

(7)

b.

The freestanding sign area shall not exceed four square feet in sign
surface area; the wall sign area shall not exceed four square feet in sign
surface area.

c.

The sign shall be located no closer than 15 feet to any other lot, parcel or
tract.

d.

The sign shall not be greater than eight feet in height.

e.

All allowed freestanding signs shall have a setback of five feet from any
public right-of-way.

Identification signs for institutional uses (including schools, churches and
hospitals). Identification signs for institutional uses shall be permitted as follows:
a.

No more than two such signs per lot, parcel or tract shall be permitted, no
more than one of which shall be a changeable copy sign.

b.

The freestanding sign area of all such signs on the property shall not
exceed 100 square feet in sign surface area; the wall sign area shall not
exceed 100 square feet in sign surface area.

c.

The sign shall be located no closer than 15 feet to any other lot, parcel or
tract.

d.

The sign shall not be greater than ten feet in height.

e.

All allowed freestanding signs shall have a setback of five feet from any
public right-of-way.

Window signs. "For Rent" signs shall be permitted in windows, but shall not
exceed 20 percent of the total window area.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.03, 9-27-94; Ord. No. 2001-2, § 4, 8-28-01)
Sec. 86-79. Business districts.
In addition to those signs identified in sections 86-76 and 86-78, only the following signs
shall be allowed in business zoning districts (B-1 and B-2), in accordance with the regulations
set forth in this section and elsewhere in this division. However, the regulations provided in
section 86-81 shall apply to auto dealers and gas stations.
(1)

Freestanding identification signs. Freestanding identification signs shall be
permitted as follows:
a.

The sign area shall be one square foot per one linear foot of frontage, up
to a maximum of 100 square feet for each of two sides.

b.

One freestanding identification sign shall be allowed per lot, except for
lots with over 300 feet of frontage on a public right-of-way, which may
have up to two freestanding signs, and except for corner lots with over
300 feet of frontage on each public right-of-way or major privately owned
circulation road, which may have up to one freestanding sign per
frontage, and for developments over 400,000 square feet, which may
have one freestanding identification sign at each major entrance.

c.

The maximum height of such sign shall be 30 feet.

(2)

d.

The maximum thickness of such sign shall be two feet.

e.

The maximum width of the border or support structure of such sign shall
be one foot per side, unless the applicant demonstrates to the reasonable
satisfaction of the governing authority that the structural demands of the
sign require an increase in the size of the support structure.

f.

No sign shall be placed or erected within the public right-of-way of any
street.

g.

Message boards shall be permitted for commercial buildings, which may
occupy no more than 30 percent of the freestanding identification sign
face, provided that no tenants names are listed on the sign. No message
boards shall be permitted for office buildings.

h.

One menu board and one preview board shall be allowed for each drive
in service window. With a maximum height of six feet and a maximum of
40 square feet sign area for each menu board or preview board.

Freestanding identification sign alternatives; multi-tenant properties. The
following freestanding identification sign alternatives may be permitted, subject to
approval by the sign enforcement officer:
a.

b.

Two or more businesses. The allowable sign area on properties
advertising two or more individual businesses may be increased to 1.5
square feet per linear foot of frontage, up to a maximum of 150 square
feet for each of two sides, if the following is true:
1.

Signs advertising multi-tenant complexes are designed as one,
cohesive monument sign structure with changeable sign faces for
individual businesses;

2.

The appearance of the sign structure and the individual sign
elements are visually related to form an orderly whole;

3.

The maximum height of such sign shall be eight feet;

4.

The sign may not be located closer than ten feet to any public
right-of-way and may not be closer than 30 feet to the intersection
of any public streets; and

5.

A planting area must be installed at the sign location. The planting
area shall be equal to 30 percent of the sign area. A plan for
landscaping, maintenance and irrigation of the planting area shall
be submitted for approval by the department of planning and
zoning.

Five or more businesses.
1.

Signs advertising multitenant complexes with five or more
individual businesses may install one complex identification sign
on an approved sign structure. Such identification sign shall only
contain the name of the complex, and shall have a maximum size
of 30 square feet. The identification sign shall not be included in
calculating the sign area.

2.

(3)

Signs advertising multitenant complexes with five or more
individual businesses may be increased to 200 square feet,
subject to the following conditions:
i.

Signs advertising multi-tenant complexes are designed as
one, cohesive monument sign structure with changeable
sign faces for individual businesses;

ii.

The appearance of the sign structure and the individual
sign elements are visually related to form an orderly whole;

iii.

Each business storefront shall be provided a sign area of
equal size;

iv.

The sign may not be greater than 15 feet in height;

v.

The sign may not be located closer than 15 feet to any
public right-of-way and may not be closer than 30 feet to
the intersection of any public streets; and

vi.

A planting area must be installed at the sign location. The
planting area shall be equal to 30 percent of the sign area.
A plan for landscaping, maintenance and irrigation of the
planting area shall be submitted for approval by the
department of planning and zoning.

Wall signs. Wall signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Wall signs shall be placed on the principle facade of the building. The
maximum total sign area of all wall signs shall not exceed ten percent of
the area of the first two stories of building elevation on which it is placed.
However, where an establishment has a rear entrance which is not visible
from another sign for the establishment, an additional sign which also
directs persons to the rear entrance may be posted above or to the side
of the rear entrance, provided that such sign does not exceed four square
feet in sign face area.

b.

The maximum sign area shall be ten percent of the area of the first two
stories of building elevation on which it is placed, or in the case of a
multitenant retail commercial building or multi-owner office condominium,
each tenant or owner may have a sign area not to exceed ten percent of
the area of its leased exterior storefront.

c.

Commercial buildings may have an entrance identification sign on a wall
other than specified above, provided that the entrance identification sign
does not exceed ten square feet and is located an the wall within ten feet
of the primary public entrance which leads directly into a lobby or waiting
area.
1.

Wall signs may not cover any part of a window or extend above
the roof line.

2.

Canopy signs are considered wall signs. Lettering must not
exceed 20 percent of the total canopy area, subject to the other
wall sign area limitations in this division; and canopies are limited
to placement above windows, doors, and principal walkways.

d.

(4)

(5)

3.

Movie theaters may have, as additional signs, attraction board
wall signs. The traditional marquee sign shall be permitted.

4.

The wall sign shall extend no further than 18 inches from the wall
to which it is attached.

Secondary facade wall signs.
1.

One secondary facade wall sign may be permitted in lieu of
freestanding signs. The maximum total area of the secondary
facade wall sign shall not exceed ten percent of the area of the
first two stories of the building elevation of the secondary facade;
or

2.

Additional wall signs may be permitted in addition to freestanding
signs, provided the combined total sign area on all facades does
not exceed ten percent of the area of the first two stories of the
building elevation of the principle facade.

Window signs. Window signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Window signs must not exceed 20 percent of the total window area.

b.

Neon lettering shall be permitted on window signs. Lettering must not
exceed 20 percent of the total window area. However, the window cannot
be framed in neon.

Projecting signs. Projecting signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Projecting signs shall be at least ten feet at their lowest level above the
street or ground level.

b.

Projecting signs shall not project over a public right-of-way nor project by
more than five feet beyond the building line.

c.

Surface area of projecting signs shall not exceed 40 square feet per
facing.

d.

Height of projecting signs shall not exceed the top of the top of the
second story of the structure.

e.

Number of projecting signs shall not exceed one per structure.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.04, 9-27-94; Ord. No. 2001-2, § 5, 8-28-01)
Sec. 86-80. Industrial districts.
In addition to those signs identified in sections 86-76, 86-78 and 86-79, only the
following signs shall be allowed in industrial zoning districts (I-1):
(1)

Freestanding identification signs. Freestanding identification signs shall be
permitted as follows:
a.

The maximum sign face area shall be one square foot per one linear foot
of frontage, up to 100 square feet for each of two sides.

(2)

(3)

(4)

b.

One freestanding identification sign shall be allowed per lot and one
freestanding sign shall be allowed as an identification sign for an
industrial park.

c.

The maximum height of such sign shall be 30 feet.

d.

The maximum thickness of such sign shall be two feet.

e.

The minimum setback of such sign from the right-of-way property line
shall be five feet.

f.

Listing of tenants names shall be permitted, but shall occupy no more
than 80 percent of the freestanding identification sign face.

g.

Message boards shall be permitted which may occupy no more than 25
percent of the freestanding identification sign face, provided that no
tenants' names are listed.

Wall signs. Wall signs are permitted as follows:
a.

Unless the wall faces a minor street with residences across the street,
one wall sign shall be allowed per lot frontage on a public right-of-way or
major privately owned circulation road.

b.

The maximum sign area shall be 7.5 percent of the area of the first two
stories of building elevation on which it is placed, or in the case of a
multitenant industrial building, each tenant may have a sign area not to
exceed 7.5 percent of the area of its leased exterior storefront.

c.

Industrial buildings may have an entrance identification sign on a wall
other than specified in this subsection, provided that the entrance
identification sign does not exceed ten square feet and is located on the
wall within ten feet of the primary public entrance which leads directly into
a lobby or waiting area.

d.

Wall signs may not cover any part of a window or extend above the
roofline.

e.

Canopies are considered wall signs. Lettering must not exceed 20
percent of the total canopy area, subject to the other wall sign area
limitations in this section, and canopies are limited to placement above
windows, doors and principal walkways.

f.

The wall sign shall extend no further than 18 inches from the wall to which
it is attached.

Window signs. Window signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Lettering must not exceed 20 percent of the total window area.

b.

Neon lettering shall be permitted on window signs. However, the window
cannot be framed in neon. Lettering must not exceed 20 percent of the
total window area.

Projecting signs. Projecting signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Projecting signs shall be at least ten feet at their lowest level above the
street or ground level.

b.

Projecting signs shall not project over a public right-of-way, nor project by
more than five feet beyond the building line.

c.

Surface area of projecting signs shall not exceed 40 square feet per
facing.

d.

Height of projecting signs shall not exceed the top of the top of the
second story of the structure.

e.

Number of projecting signs shall not exceed one per structure.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.05, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-81. Automobile dealers and automobile service stations.
In addition to those signs identified in section 86-76, only the following signs shall be
allowed for automobile dealers and automobile service stations:
(1)

(2)

(3)

Wall signs. Wall signs shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Only one wall sign shall be permitted for each building facade.

b.

The maximum sign area shall be 7.5 percent of the area of the first two
stories of building elevation on which it is placed.

c.

A wall sign shall not project higher than the parapet line of the wall to
which the sign is to be affixed.

d.

The wall sign shall extend no further than 18 inches from the wall to which
it is attached.

Freestanding identification signs. Freestanding identification signs shall be
permitted as follows:
a.

One freestanding identification sign per franchise to a maximum of three
signs without a special permit from the board of adjustment shall be
permitted for any automobile dealership or any automobile service
station.

b.

For automobile dealerships, such sign may identify additional automobile
or truck product lines. For automobile service stations, such sign may
identify a car wash.

c.

For automobile dealerships and automobile service stations, the sign area
of a freestanding identification sign shall be one square foot per one
linear foot of frontage, up to a maximum of 100 square feet for each
exposed face.

d.

For automobile dealerships and automobile service stations, the height of
a freestanding sign shall not exceed 30 feet.

Service bay identification signs. Such service bay identification signs may
provide direction or instruction to persons using the facility. However, no
advertising material of any kind shall be allowed on service bay identification
signs. All such signs shall be wall signs and shall be located adjacent to a service
bay entrance. There shall not be more than one service bay identification sign for
each service bay located on the premises. The area of a service bay

identification sign shall not exceed ten square feet. Such sign shall not project
higher than the parapet line of the wall to which the sign is to be affixed.
(4)

Window signs. Window signs shall not exceed 20 percent of the total window
area. Neon lettering shall be permitted on window signs. However, the window
cannot be framed in neon. Lettering must not exceed 20 percent of the total
window area. Banners (automobile dealers only). Banners affixed to parking light
poles shall be allowed only on light poles bordering or parallel to the street with a
maximum of one per 30 linear feet of frontage. No banners shall be permitted on
interior parking lot light poles.

(5)

Service island canopy signs (automobile service stations only). Service island
canopy signs for only automobile service stations shall be permitted as follows:
a.

Only one canopy sign shall be permitted facing each frontage.

b.

The gross surface area of such sign shall not exceed 20 percent of the
gross surface area of the face of the canopy to which such sign is to be
affixed.

c.

Such sign shall not project higher than the top or below the bottom of the
canopy to which such sign is to be affixed.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.06, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-82. Preservation district, landmarks and landmark sites, landmark design
review areas, and scenic or historic routes.
(a)

Applicability. This article shall have city-wide application and shall include the
preservation district, scenic or historic routes and other areas included within the
preservation district as set forth in division 5 of this article and chapter 102. In the
event of conflict with provisions of this chapter, chapter 102 shall prevail.

(b)

Off-premises sign regulations. In addition to the other requirements of this article
and other ordinances of the city, off-premises signs shall be constructed, erected
and maintained in accordance with the following regulations:
(1)

Maximum size. The maximum sign area shall be 700 square feet, with a
maximum height of 50 feet and maximum length of 50 feet, inclusive of
any border or trim, but excluding the base or apron, supports and other
structural members. Projections beyond the border shall be limited in size
to no more than five feet above, two feet to the sides and one foot below
the normal display area, provided that the total area of the sign face shall
not exceed 750 square feet.

(2)

Spacing. An off-premises sign shall not be erected closer to another
off-premises sign on the same side of the street or highway than the
following prescribed distances: On all federal interstate and primary
roads, as designated by the Federal Highway Administration, the
minimum spacing between off-premises signs shall be as follows:
a.

Signs up to 100 square feet shall be 300 feet apart.

b.

Signs between 100 and 300 square feet shall be 500 feet apart.

c.

Signs above 300 square feet shall be 1,000 feet apart.

(3)

Maximum height. The maximum overall height for any off-premises sign
shall be 50 feet above ground level at its base; provided, however, that
when the ground level is lower than the main travelled way of the street or
highway to which the sign is directed, then the maximum height may be
extended to a point 25 feet above the plane of the main-travelled way.

(4)

Location. Signs shall be located no less than 15 feet from the edge of any
curb or street upon which they are located. No ground sign shall be
placed within the required right-of-way of any street.

(5)

Designated areas. Off-premises signs are prohibited in any residential
district (O-L, R-1, R-2, and R-3), or in any area designated by the board
as one of scenic beauty or historical interest, and within the areas
covered by the preservation ordinance as established by chapter 102 and
more specifically set forth in division 5 of this article.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 7.07, 9-27-94)
Secs. 86-83—86-90. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. NONCONFORMING SIGNS
Sec. 86-91.

Continued maintenance and use; restrictions.

Sec. 86-92.

Determination of legal nonconformity.

Sec. 86-93.

Maintenance and repair.

Secs. 86-94—86-105.

Reserved.

Sec. 86-91. Continued maintenance and use; restrictions.
Any sign legally existing prior to September 27, 1994, but which shall violate any
provision of this article, may continue to be maintained and used after such date. All signs shall
be installed in compliance with building, electrical and other applicable codes as required by city
ordinance, as well as applicable state or federal laws, rules or regulations. All legally existing
signs shall be subject to the following provisions:
(1)

Enlargement. No nonconforming sign shall be enlarged, expanded or extended
to occupy a greater square footage or height than was occupied on the date of
adoption or amendment of this article.

(2)

Relocation. No nonconforming sign shall be moved in whole or in part to any
other portion of the lot, parcel or building not so occupied on September 27,
1994, except that any such sign which is hereafter required to be moved by a
governmental body for the purpose of construction, relocation, widening or
improvement of a street, highway or other public purpose, may be relocated once
and allowed to be maintained and used as before.

(3)

Discontinuance. Except for seasonal signs, if the business or service advertised
or identified by a nonconforming sign ceases to be conducted for a period
exceeding 90 calendar days, the nonconforming sign shall be classified as an

abandoned sign, and subject to removal. Any cost of sign removal shall be at the
expense of the property owner.
(4)

Eventual removal; amortization. Signs lawfully existing on September 27, 1994,
not conforming to the provisions of this article, but which were constructed in
compliance with previous regulations shall be regarded as nonconforming signs.
The signs may be continued for a period of ten years after the effective date of
this article, provided they are properly maintained as provided in this article and
continue to be in conformance with other ordinances of this city. Following the
expiration of ten years, such signs shall be removed by and or at the property
owner's expense. Applications and permits are required for nonconforming signs.

(5)

Waiver. Failure to obtain a permit for a nonconforming sign within 90 days after
the effective date of this article shall constitute a waiver, and any such sign
without a permit shall not be considered a nonconforming sign.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 9.01, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-92. Determination of legal nonconformity.
Should any existing sign be enlarged, replaced or reconstructed, it shall be considered a
new sign. Except as to standard outdoor advertising structures, post panels and/or billboards, if
any existing sign is repainted or the sign panels be replaced for the purpose of changing the
business, occupation or tenant advertised or identified, it shall be considered a new sign.
However, the repainting of a sign for ordinary maintenance or the repair or restoration of an
existing sign to a safe condition after being damaged by storm or other accidental act, as shown
in accordance with the original sign permit, shall not constitute such a change as to classify the
sign as a new one.
(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 9.02, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-93. Maintenance and repair.
(a)

The legal nonconforming sign is subject to all requirements of this article
regarding safety, maintenance, and repair.

(b)

Should any nonconforming sign be damaged to an extent of greater than 50
percent of its structure, it shall not be reconstructed, except in conformance with
the requirements of this article.

(Ord. No. 1994-10, § 9.03, 9-27-94)
Secs. 86-94—86-105. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. HISTORICAL AREAS
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Sec. 86-106.

Definitions.

Sec. 86-107.

Statement of purpose of division.

Sec. 86-108.

Signs excluded from regulation.

Sec. 86-109.

Prohibited signs.

Sec. 86-110.

Nonconforming signs.

Sec. 86-111.

Illegal signs.

Sec. 86-112.

Removal of nonconforming signs.

Sec. 86-113.

Appeals.

Sec. 86-114.

Enforcement; penalties for violation of division.

Sec. 86-106. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Billboard means an off-premises sign owned by a person, corporation, or other entity
that engages in the business of selling advertising space on that sign.
Development sign means any sign indicating the names of principal contractors,
architect, landscapers, painters, lending institutions, or similar parties responsible for
development of the site on which the sign is placed, together with other information included
thereon.
Downtown historic district means the area in and around downtown Natchez containing
a concentration of historic buildings and historic sites. The regulations included as part of this
division shall pertain to the same locally designated historic district that falls under the
jurisdiction of the Natchez Preservation Ordinance and is delineated on the Natchez Landmarks
Map.
Effective date of the ordinance means the effective date of the ordinance from which this
division is derived, as originally adopted, or the effective date of an amendment to it if the
amendment makes a sign nonconforming.
Individual historic sites means designated landmark sites within the city, yet not within
the downtown historic district. The regulations included as part of this division shall pertain to all
properties within 300 feet of the boundary line of individual historic sites under the jurisdiction of
the Natchez Preservation Ordinance and identified on the Natchez Landmarks Map.
Nonconforming sign means any sign which does not conform to the regulations of this
division.
Off-premises sign means a sign intended to draw attention to, or communicate
information about, a business, service, commodity, organization, accommodation, attraction, or
other enterprise or activity that exists or is conducted, sold, offered, maintained, or provided at a
location other than the premises on which the sign is located, or a sign which advertises or
identifies goods, products or services which may incidentally be sold or stored on the property
on which the sign is located.
Real estate sign means any sign which is used to offer for sale or lease of the property
upon which the sign is placed.
Scenic or historical routes means those certain areas in the city as defined in this
division or as designated by the board of aldermen, which routes are of particular scenic beauty

or historical interest and which serve as primary corridors to and from the downtown historic
district of the city.
Sign face means the portion of a sign used to convey information and not including the
framing, support brackets, poles, etc.
(Code 1969, § 3-52; Ord. No. 1994-9, § 2, 9-27-94)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 86-107. Statement of purpose of division.
(a)

The city, which is internationally known for its considerable and concentrated
collection of southern antebellum architecture, has come to rely heavily upon
heritage tourism as an important part of its economic base. To a large extent, the
success of heritage tourism in the city is dependent upon the aesthetic quality of
the downtown historic district and individual historic sites.

(b)

Furthermore, it has been determined that billboards and off-premises signs
detract from the aesthetic quality of the historic areas of the city. Although such
signs are presently recognized as a legitimate commercial use within appropriate
areas of the city, it is also recognized that the location of billboards and
off-premises signs within historic areas of the city can have a significant negative
influence on the city's appearance.

(c)

The purpose of this division is to provide reasonable billboard and off-premises
sign control, recognizing that community appearance is an important factor in
ensuring the general welfare of the community.

(Code 1969, § 3-51)
Historic preservation districts and landmarks, MCA 1972, § 39-13-1 et seq.
Sec. 86-108. Signs excluded from regulation.
Development and real estate signs are exempt from the provisions and requirements of
this division, subject to the following conditions:
(1)

The sign face of a development sign shall not exceed 20 square feet per side. No
development sign shall have more than two sign faces or be in excess of six feet
in height. Development signs must be removed from the site within 30 days of
the completion of the development project. A development project shall be
considered complete upon the issuance of a certificate of occupancy by the
building official.

(2)

The sign face of a real estate sign located in residentially zoned areas shall not
exceed ten square feet per side. The sign face of a real estate sign located in
commercially zoned areas shall not exceed 20 square feet per side. No real
estate sign shall have more than two sign faces or be in excess of six feet in
height. Legally erected real estate signs shall be removed from a property within
seven days of the sale or lease of the property.

(3)

No more than one development or real estate sign shall be erected on any single
property.

(Code 1969, § 3-53)
Sec. 86-109. Prohibited signs.
Upon the effective date of the ordinance from which this section is derived, it shall be
unlawful to erect billboards or off-premises signs in the following locations:
(1)

Those areas located within the boundaries of the downtown historic district or
within 300 feet of the property line of a designated historic site, as described in
subsection (3) of this section.

(2)

Any residential district, specifically O-L, R-1, R-2 and R-3.

(3)

Those areas now or hereafter designated by the board of aldermen upon
recommendation of the Natchez Preservation Commission as a scenic or historic
route and used as an entrance or exit way to or from the downtown historic
district of the city. Effective with this division, the following areas or routes which
shall bear such designation are as follows:
a.

The area on both sides of St. Catherine, beginning with Concord Street
and extending west to Martin Luther King, Jr. Street.

b.

The area on both sides of East Franklin Street, beginning with Martin
Luther King, Jr. Street and extending east to Junkin Street.

c.

The area on both sides of D'Evereaux Drive, beginning with Lynda Lee
Drive and extending west to Concord Street.

d.

The area on both sides from the foot of the Mississippi River bridges on
John R. Junkin Drive easterly to Government Fleet Road.

e.

The area on both sides from the intersection of John R. Junkin Drive and
Government Fleet Road north on Canal Street extending to the ICGR
line.

f.

The area on both sides of Homochitto Street, beginning with John R.
Junkin Drive and extending west to Martin Luther King, Jr. Street.

(Code 1969, § 3-54; Ord. No. 1994-9, § 3, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-110. Nonconforming signs.
(a)

Any lawfully existing billboard or off-premises sign located within the boundaries
of the downtown historic district, or within 300 feet of the property line of a
designated historic site, or which is designated in this division or hereafter
designated by the board of aldermen as provided in this section as an area of
scenic beauty or of historic interest, or which is classified under the zoning
ordinance of the city as a residential district (O-L, R-1, R-2 or R-3) shall be
considered nonconforming upon the effective date of the ordinance from which
this section is derived.

(b)

No person may engage in any activity that causes an increase in the extent of
nonconformity of a nonconforming sign. Without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, no nonconforming sign may be enlarged, structurally reconstructed or
altered in such a manner as to expand, extend, or perpetuate the nonconforming

condition. Nor may any illumination be added to a nonconforming sign. The
graphics on the sign face of nonconforming signs may be changed so long as the
actual sign face is not expanded in size.
(c)

No nonconforming sign may be moved for any distance on the same lot or to any
other lot within the downtown historic district or within 300 feet of the property line
of an individually designated historic site, or within the boundaries of a scenic or
historical route. Any removal, replacement or alteration of a nonconforming sign
by the sign owner or property owner shall constitute the voluntary relinquishment
of all rights granted to owners of nonconforming signs.

(d)

If a nonconforming sign is destroyed by natural causes, it may not be thereafter
repaired, reconstructed, or replaced except in conformity with all the provisions of
this division, and the remnants of the former sign structure shall be removed from
the property. For the purposes of this section, a nonconforming sign is
considered destroyed if it has been damaged to an extent exceeding 50 percent
of its appraised value.

(e)

Subject to the other provisions of this section, a nonconforming sign destroyed by
natural causes may be repaired or renovated so long as the cost of such work
does not exceed 50 percent of the appraised value of such sign.

(f)

An off-premises sign that advertises a business, service, commodity,
organization, accommodation, attraction, or other enterprise or activity that is no
longer existing, offered or conducted shall be considered abandoned and shall
be removed within 30 days after such abandonment by the sign owner, owner of
the property where the sign is located, or other party having control over such
sign.

(g)

If a nonconforming billboard remains void for a continuous 90-day period, that
billboard shall be deemed abandoned and shall, within 30 days after such
abandonment, be removed by the sign owner, owner of the property where the
sign is located, or other person having control over such sign. For the purposes
of this section, a sign is void if:

(h)

(1)

It advertises a business, service, commodity, organization,
accommodation, attraction, or other enterprise or activity that is no longer
existing, operating, offered or conducted;

(2)

The advertising message it displays becomes illegal in whole or a
substantial part; or

(3)

The advertising copy paid for by a party other than the sign owner has
been removed.

As soon as reasonably possible following the effective date of the ordinance from
which this section is derived, the building official shall make every reasonable
effort to identify all nonconforming signs within the designated areas referenced
as part of this division. The building official shall then contact the person
responsible for each sign, as well as the owner of the property where the
nonconforming sign is located, if different from the former, and inform such
person that the sign is nonconforming, why it is nonconforming, what must be
done to correct it and by what date, and the consequences of failure to make the
necessary corrections. The building official shall keep complete written records of

all correspondence, communications, and other actions taken with respect to
such nonconforming signs.
(Code 1969, § 3-55; Ord. No. 1994-9, § 4, 9-27-94)
Sec. 86-111. Illegal signs.
Billboards or off-premises signs erected without a permit, either prior to or after the
adoption of this division, are illegal signs if a permit was required for its erection according to the
law in effect at the time the sign was erected. It shall be unlawful to maintain any illegal sign.
(Code 1969, § 3-56)
Sec. 86-112. Removal of nonconforming signs.
(a)

All nonconforming billboards and off-premises signs not exempted by section
86-108 and located within the boundaries of the downtown historic district or
within 300 feet of an individually designated historic site shall be removed by the
sign owner, owner of the property where the sign is located, or other person
having control over such sign on or before October 27, 1999.

(b)

All nonconforming billboards and off-premises signs not exempted by section
86-108 and located within scenic or historical routes shall be removed by the sign
owner, owner of the property where the sign is located, or other person having
control over such sign on or before October 27, 1999.

(Code 1969, § 3-57; Ord. No. 1994-9, § 5, 9-27-94; Ord. No. 1995-5, § 1, 11-14-95)
Sec. 86-113. Appeals.
The Natchez Preservation Commission has authority through the city's preservation
ordinance to make formal decisions relating to design and aesthetic issues within the same
geographic jurisdiction as that applicable to this division. Thus, any appeals relating to how a
city zoning officer, building official, or other city staff interprets or implements this division shall
be made to the preservation commission. Appeals will be reviewed in the same procedural
format as are standard applications to the preservation commission based upon the city's
preservation ordinance.
(Code 1969, § 3-58)
Sec. 86-114. Enforcement; penalties for violation of division.
The following civil and criminal penalties may be imposed upon those persons found to
have violated requirements or prohibitions contained within this division:
(1)

Civil penalty. Any person who willfully violates any provision or requirements
specified in this division shall be subject to civil penalties, in addition to any suit
for injunctive, damages or other relief. Any action to enforce this provision shall
be brought by the city, and any civil penalties shall be in addition to, and not in
lieu of any criminal prosecution and penalty.

(2)

Criminal penalty. Any person who willfully violates any provision or requirement
specified in this division shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be deemed
guilty of a separate violation for each day during which any violation hereof is

committed. Upon conviction, each violation shall be punishable by a fine not to
exceed $1,000.00.
(Code 1969, § 3-59; Ord. No. 1994-9, § 6, 9-27-94)

Chapters 87—89 RESERVED
Chapter 90 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 90-1—90-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 90-1—90-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. BUILDING CODE
Sec. 90-26.

Adopted.

Sec. 90-27.

Amended.

Sec. 90-28. Tying down of mobile homes, house trailers, and other similar dwelling places in
accordance with Standard Building Code.
Sec. 90-29.

Fire limits.

Secs. 90-30—90-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-26. Adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Building Code is adopted by
reference, published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made subsequent
thereto.
(Code 1969, § 32-12(a); Ord. No. 1994-11, § 1(a), 12-13-94; Ord. No. 1998-6, § 1, 10-27-98;
Ord. No. 2003-3, § 1(a), 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)
Sec. 90-27. Amended.
The building code adopted by the provisions of this article is hereby amended, changed
and altered as follows:
Sec. 104.7. Fees is hereby amended to read as follows:
The permit fees required by the provisions of this building code shall be as determined
by the mayor and board of aldermen periodically.
Building permit fees may be waived by the Board of Aldermen, in its discretion, upon
proper determination and findings that the proposed permittee is a bona fide not-for-profit
organization such as Habitat for Humanity or that the proposed building project is for an

economic development facility that will foster the development and improvement of the
community in which it is located and the civic, social, educational, cultural, economic or
industrial welfare thereof including provision for new employment, increase in the tax base or
otherwise provide a significant economic benefit to the City of Natchez. In such instance, and
upon such findings, the Board may grant an exception, waiver or discount for such building
permit fee. No waiver, exemption or discount shall be considered by the Mayor and Board of
Aldermen, except as to not-for-profit organizations, unless such project based on evaluation, is
forty million dollars or greater and in such event the discount shall not exceed fifteen per cent of
the proposed project's ordinary permit fees and that the project will provide at a minimum one
hundred additional jobs.
(Code 1969, § 32-13; Ord. No. 2006-5, § 1, 11-28-06; Ord. No. 2009-1, § 1, 3-24-09)
Sec. 90-28. Tying down of mobile homes, house trailers, and other similar dwelling
places in accordance with Standard Building Code.
(a)

Required. Each and every mobile home, house trailer, formerly or now on
wheels, and used as a dwelling place within the corporate limits of the city, shall
be tied down and not subject to be capsized or overturned by wind or otherwise,
which tiedown procedure shall be identical to the permit provisions set forth for
trailers in the Standard Building Code, 1994 edition, prepared by the Southern
Building Code Congress, International, Inc., 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, and previously adopted by the mayor and board of
aldermen.

(b)

Violation. Any person who shall violate a provision of this building code, or who
shall fail to comply therewith shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Code 1969, § 32-14(a), (c))
Manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 106.
Sec. 90-29. Fire limits.
The fire limits of the city shall be as shown and indicated on the official map of the fire
limits on file in the office of the building official.
(Code 1969, § 32-1)
Secs. 90-30—90-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. UNSAFE BUILDING ABATEMENT CODE
Sec. 90-51.

Adopted.

Secs. 90-52—90-70.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-51. Adopted.
There is hereby adopted the Standard Unsafe Building Abatement Code, 1985 edition,
as prepared by the Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc., 900 Montclair Road,
Birmingham, Alabama, 35213-1206, and the whole thereof, save and except such portions as

are hereafter deleted, modified or amended, a copy of which has been and is now filed in the
office of the city clerk, and the unsafe building abatement code is hereby adopted and
incorporated by reference as fully as if set out at length in this article, and the provisions thereof
shall be controlling as to all subjects contained therein, within the corporate limits of the city,
except that if any of such provisions are in conflict with other provisions of this Code, state law
or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the provisions of this Code, state law or city ordinances,
rules or regulations shall prevail and be controlling.
(Code 1969, § 32-31(a))
Secs. 90-52—90-70. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. CONSTRUCTION CODES BOARD OF APPEAL
Sec. 90-71.

Creation.

Sec. 90-72.

Composition.

Sec. 90-73.

Quorum.

Sec. 90-74.

Record of meetings to be kept by secretary.
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Sec. 90-75. Establishment of rules and regulations; election and duties of chairperson and
vice-chairperson; schedule of meetings.
Sec. 90-76.

Grounds for appeal.

Sec. 90-77. Power of board to vary provision of standard code or to modify an order of
building official.
Sec. 90-78.

Decision of board declared to be final.

Sec. 90-79.

Violation of standard code provision.

Secs. 90-80—90-100.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-71. Creation.
There is hereby created the construction codes board of appeal of the city, to be
composed of five members, all of whom shall be appointed in the manner and all of whom shall
have the qualifications as set forth in section 90-72.
(Code 1969, § 32-34)
Sec. 90-72. Composition.
The board of appeal shall be composed of five members as follows: one shall be a
general contractor, one shall be an architect or engineer, one shall be an electrical contractor,
one shall be a plumber, and one shall be a member at large from the building industry. Each of
the members of the board of appeal shall be appointed by the majority vote of the mayor and
board of aldermen and shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 32-35)

Sec. 90-73. Quorum.
Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum. In varying the application of any
provisions of any standard code or in modifying an order of any building official, affirmative
votes of the majority present, but not less than three affirmative votes, shall be required. A
board member shall not act in a case in which he has a personal interest.
(Code 1969, § 32-36)
Sec. 90-74. Record of meetings to be kept by secretary.
The city engineer shall appoint a person to act as secretary of the board of appeal, and
such person shall make a record of all of the board's proceedings, which proceedings shall set
forth the reasons for the decisions, the vote of each member participating therein, the absence
of a member and any failure of a member to vote.
(Code 1969, § 32-37)
Sec. 90-75. Establishment of rules and regulations; election and duties of chairperson
and vice-chairperson; schedule of meetings.
The board shall establish rules and regulations for its own procedure not inconsistent
with the provisions of this article. The board shall elect from its own membership at its first
meeting, a chairperson and a vice-chairperson, each of whom shall serve a one-year term. The
chairperson or vice-chairperson shall have the right and duty to call a meeting within four days
after notice of appeals has been received in any case, but the chairperson or vice-chairperson
may call a meeting at an earlier time. Each member shall be notified in writing of any meeting,
and meetings shall not be held except on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday.
(Code 1969, § 32-38)
Sec. 90-76. Grounds for appeal.
When a building official shall reject or refuse to approve the mode or manner of
construction proposed to be followed or materials to be used in the erection or alteration of a
building or structure, or when it is claimed that the provisions of any standard code need not be
applied or that an equally good or desirable form of construction can be employed in any
specific case or when it is claimed that the true intent and meaning of any standard code or any
of the regulations thereafter have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the owner of such
building or structure or his or her duly authorized agent may appeal from the decision of the
building official to the board of appeals created hereby. Notice of appeal shall be in writing and
filed with the Board of Appeal, City Hall, South Pearl Street, Natchez, Mississippi, within 21 days
after the decision is rendered by the building official. A fee of $10.00 shall accompany such
notice of appeal. In case of a building or structure which, in the opinion of the building official, is
unsafe or dangerous, the building official may, in his or her order, limit the time for such appeal
to a shorter period, but not shorter than 14 days. Appeals under this article shall be on forms
provided by the city engineer or the building official.
(Code 1969, § 32-39)
Sec. 90-77. Power of board to vary provision of standard code or to modify an order of
building official.

The board of appeal when so appealed to and, after a hearing, may vary the application
of any provision of any standard code to any particular case when, in its opinion, the
enforcement thereof would manifest injustice and would be contrary to the spirit and purpose of
any standard code or public interest or when, in its opinion, the interpretation of the building
official should be modified or reversed. The decision of the board of appeal to vary the
application of any provision of any standard code or to modify an order of the building official
shall specify in what manner such variation or modification is made, the conditions upon which it
is made and the reasons therefor.
(Code 1969, § 32-40)
Sec. 90-78. Decision of board declared to be final.
Every decision of the board of appeal shall be final subject, however, to such remedy as
any aggrieved party might have at law or in equity. Each decision shall be in writing, and every
decision shall be promptly filed in the office of the building official, the office of the city engineer
and shall be open to public inspection. A true and correct copy of the decision shall be sent by
mail or otherwise to the appellant. The board of appeal shall in every case reach the decision
without unreasonable or unnecessary delay. If a decision of the board of appeal reverses or
modifies a refusal, order or disallowance of the building official or varies the application of any
provision of a standard code, the building official shall immediately take action in accordance
with such decision.
(Code 1969, § 32-41)
Sec. 90-79. Violation of standard code provision.
Any person who shall violate a provision of any standard code, fail to comply therewith
or with any of the requirements thereof, or who shall erect, construct, alter, demolish or move
any structure or have erected, constructed, altered, repaired, moved or demolished a building or
structure in violation of a detailed statement or drawing submitted and approved thereunder
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each such person shall be deemed guilty of a separate
offense for each and every day or portion thereof during which any violation of any of the
provisions of any standard code or this article is committed or continued and upon conviction of
any such violation shall be punished as provided in section 1-5.
(Code 1969, § 32-42)
Secs. 90-80—90-100. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GASFITTING
REGULATIONS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 90-101.

Definitions.

Secs. 90-102—90-115.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-101. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Electrical wiring means any installation of electrical conductors, fittings, fixtures,
equipment, appliances or apparatus intended for use in connection with electricity for any
purpose.
(Code 1969, § 33-34)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Secs. 90-102—90-115. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. LICENSING
Sec. 90-116.

License required.

Sec. 90-117. Application and examination required; work to be done under supervision of
master contractor.
Sec. 90-118.

Renewal of certificates; fee.

Sec. 90-119.

Examination of applicants.

Sec. 90-120.

Applicant references.

Sec. 90-121.

Nonrenewal.

Sec. 90-122.

Revocation.

Sec. 90-123.

License requirements; exception.

Sec. 90-124.

Bond; liability insurance; state tax permit required.

Sec. 90-125.

Reciprocal recognition of licenses from other jurisdictions within state.

Sec. 90-126.

Fee schedule for permits and inspections.

Sec. 90-127.

Permit required for each job.

Secs. 90-128—90-140.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-116. License required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of mechanical, electrical,
plumbing or gasfitting work, or the installation or connecting of appliances, without first obtaining
from the city inspection department a license to do so, as set forth in this article.
(Code 1969, § 33-12)
Sec. 90-117. Application and examination required; work to be done under supervision
of master contractor.
(a)

Any person desiring to engage in the business of mechanical, electrical,
plumbing or gasfitting shall, before doing so, file his or her application with the

inspection department, setting forth facts which will show his or her business
address and phone number, and his or her training and qualifications. After
taking such written tests as may be provided therefor, he or she shall be subject
to such examination as the board shall deem advisable.
(b)

No individual, firm or partnership, or corporation shall engage in the business of
installation, repairing, or altering of mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting
installations unless the work performed in the course of such business is under
the direct supervision of a licensed master mechanical, electrical, plumbing or
gasfitting contractor.

(c)

At such time as an applicant for a license has met the requirements for
examination or reciprocal recognition as provided in this article and has been
approved by the board of examiners for licensure eligibility, the applicant shall
have a period of six months to complete the bond, insurance and tax
requirements of section 90-124. If an applicant fails to complete the requirements
of section 90-124 and to produce such evidence to the board of examiners within
said period, the process shall begin anew and the applicant must reapply to the
board of examiners as provided in this article.

(Code 1969, § 33-13; Ord. No. 2001-5, § 1, 11-27-01)
Sec. 90-118. Renewal of certificates; fee.
(a)

The certificates of master mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting
contractors shall become due on January 2 of each year. Such certificate to be
effective through the following January 1 after the renewal. The renewal fee shall
be $35.00. After January 31 of each year, the renewal fee shall become past
due. A penalty fee of $10.00 shall be paid for late renewal.

(b)

After the date of February 28 a license that has not been renewed and any
penalty fees paid shall be considered revoked. After revocation of a license, the
licensee must appear before the board of examiners before the reinstatement of
a license.

(Code 1969, § 33-14)
Sec. 90-119. Examination of applicants.
The examination for the licensure of mechanical, electrical, plumbing and gas-fitting
contractors shall be that form and procedure administered by the Southern Building Code
Congress International, Inc. Such examination shall be given in accordance with procedures
established and administered by the SBCCI as to form, content, time, place and fees and other
procedures in connection therewith. The minimum score shall be that as provided by the
SBCCI.
(Code 1969, § 33-15; Ord. No. 1996-6, § 1, 7-23-96)
Sec. 90-120. Applicant references.
All applicants shall furnish letters or other written documents from at least two citizens,
all of whom shall be currently engaged in a commercial business or enterprise, attesting to the
applicant's experience, character and dependability. All applicants shall also furnish signatures

from two master licensees in the craft to which the applicant is applying, also stating each
master license number and the municipality wherein the license was granted.
(Code 1969, § 33-16)
Sec. 90-121. Nonrenewal.
All holders of master licenses not renewing their license on or before February 28 of
each year will be required to take a written examination, making a passing grade of 75 percent
or more, and come before the examining board for approval prior to the issuance of a license.
For reexamination, the fee will be $25.00, plus the actual cost of the examination instrument or
instruments. No fees shall be refunded after the applicant has been approved to take the
examination.
(Code 1969, § 33-17)
Sec. 90-122. Revocation.
Any license granted under this article or which may be in force at the time this article is
passed may be revoked by the board of examiners if the holder of the license violates any
ordinance or law relating to electrical, plumbing and/or gas installation, air conditioning
installation or the mechanical code, or should he or she permit the use of his or her license to
allow a nonlicensed person to directly use his or her license in obtaining permits for the
installation of plumbing, electrical, or gas installation, or air conditioning or mechanical
installations. Such party shall be given a full hearing, and the board shall fully satisfy themselves
as to the violation involved. When a license is revoked, a new license shall not be granted to the
same person for a period of 30 days, or until such person shall have corrected any faulty
construction or other violations. Should the board deem it advisable before reissuing the license,
they may require that the person involved take the examination as provided by this article.
(Code 1969, § 33-18)
Sec. 90-123. License requirements; exception.
All persons performing mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting work shall hold the
proper license with the city before performing such work, excluding service work on freestanding
appliances for which a license shall not be required.
(Code 1969, § 33-19)
Sec. 90-124. Bond; liability insurance; state tax permit required.
(a)

Before the certificate of license shall be delivered to a successful applicant, he or
she shall furnish the city a good surety bond in the sum of $5,000.00 with the
expiration date stated thereon. In addition, any person desiring to engage in the
business of mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting shall, before doing so,
provide to the inspection department of the city a state sales tax permit number
and a certificate of contractors general liability insurance, issued by an insurance
company duly authorized to do business in the state, in not less than
$300,000.00 comprehensive general liability insurance covering all of the
operation of his or her or its business.

(b)

Such insurance policies shall be noncancellable, except after 20 days written
notice to the director of the inspection department. Failure to provide such
insurance coverage shall result in the cancellation of the license.

(Code 1969, § 33-21; Ord. No. 2001-5, § 2, 11-27-01)
Sec. 90-125. Reciprocal recognition of licenses from other jurisdictions within state.
Any mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting contractor who is licensed by one
municipality or county of the state, which municipality or county has an examining board where
there is regularly given a written examination, and who may or may not hold a current certificate
of responsibility issued by the state board of public contractors, shall be granted a license in the
city by the examining board without any further examination, provided that:
(1)

He or she furnishes the evidence that he or she has such license.

(2)

He or she furnishes evidence that he or she actually took and passed the written
examination which qualifies him or her for such license; however, in lieu thereof,
evidence that if such contractor was issued a license prior to April 15, 1989, and
prior to the existence of such written examination by a county or municipality
which has an examining board that does not presently require written
examination to qualify for a license.

(3)

He or she has been actively engaged in business as an electrical or mechanical
contractor for two years or more.

(4)

He or she has held such license for one year or more.

(5)

He or she pays the license transfer fee to the city, and the fee shall be $75.00 for
master licenses.

(Code 1969, § 33-23)
State board of public contractors, MCA 1972, § 31-3-1 et seq.
Sec. 90-126. Fee schedule for permits and inspections.
(a)

Any contractor making application for a permit for the installation, alteration,
maintenance or repair of mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting equipment
shall pay to the city a fee in accordance with the applicable fee schedule, as
approved by the mayor and board of aldermen periodically.

(b)

All fees must be paid to the issuance of any permit, and it is unlawful to do any
work prior to securing the necessary permit.

(Code 1969, § 33-24)
Editor's note—
The permit fee schedule referenced in subsection (a) of the above section is on file and
available for inspection in the offices of the city clerk and the city inspection
department.
Sec. 90-127. Permit required for each job.

(a)

No mechanical, electrical, plumbing or gasfitting devices, fixtures, equipment,
piping, etc., shall be installed within or on any building, structure or premises, nor
shall any alteration or addition be made in any such existing building without first
securing a permit therefor from the inspection department of the city.

(b)

Application for permit, in writing, describing the work to be done shall be made to
the inspection department by the contractor installing the work. The application
shall state the name of the user for whom or for which the work is to be done and
shall be accompanied, when requested by the building official, by such plans,
specifications and schedules as may be necessary to determine whether the
installations as described will be in conformity with the requirements of this
article.

(c)

The permit, when issued, shall be for such installation as described in the
application, and any deviation therefrom shall be supplemented by another
application and permit, clearly stating the changes involved, within 24 hours of
making such changes.

(d)

No permit will be required to execute any of the classes of mechanical, electrical,
plumbing or gasfitting work specified as follows:
(1)

Routine maintenance of mechanical equipment such as replacement of
filters or gas, or minor repairs or adjustments to machinery, ducts,
thermostats, etc., provided no alterations in the system are performed.

(2)

Minor repair work, the replacement of lamps or the connection of portable
electrical equipment to suitable permanently installed receptacles.

(3)

The installation, alteration or repair of electrical equipment for the
operation of signals or the transmission of intelligence.

(4)

The installation, alteration or repair of electrical equipment installed by or
for an electricity supply agency for the use of such agency in the
generation, transmission, distribution or metering of electricity.

(5)

Minor plumbing repairs such as replacement of faucets, disposals,
appliances, fixtures, etc., or the cleaning of stacks and drains, provided
no additions or alterations to the overall plumbing installation are made.

(6)

Any work involved in the manufacturing, testing, servicing, alteration of, or
repairing mechanical, electrical, plumbing, or gasfitting equipment or
apparatus except that this exemption shall not include any permanent
installation other than that required for testing purposes.

(Code 1969, § 33-25)
Secs. 90-128—90-140. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. BOARD OF EXAMINERS
Sec. 90-141.

Established; membership.

Sec. 90-142.

Quorum.

Sec. 90-143.

Building official.
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Sec. 90-144.

Term.

Sec. 90-145.

Officers.

Sec. 90-146.

Duties.

Sec. 90-147.

Meetings.

Sec. 90-148.

Absences of members.

Sec. 90-149.

Compensation.

Sec. 90-150.

Staff.

Sec. 90-151.

Appeal from decision of board.

Secs. 90-152—90-160.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-141. Established; membership.
There is hereby reestablished a board of examiners which shall be referred to as the
board and shall consist of five active members and the building official. Such members shall live
in the city and shall be appointed by the mayor and board of aldermen. Such members shall be
from the following crafts:
(1)

One mechanical contractor;

(2)

Two electrical contractors; and

(3)

Two plumbing and gasfitting contractors.

(Code 1969, § 33-1(1)—(3))
Sec. 90-142. Quorum.
A quorum shall consist of three members of the board made up of any of the members
described in section 90-141, plus the building official or his or her official representative.
(Code 1969, § 33-2)
Sec. 90-143. Building official.
The building official is to be a nonvoting member of the board of examiners, by virtue of
his or her office.
(Code 1969, § 33-3)
Sec. 90-144. Term.
The members of the board of examiners shall serve for five-year staggered terms. Such
members shall be eligible for appointment to succeed themselves. All members shall be
resident citizens of the city and shall maintain such residency during their term in office. In the
event of a vacancy in the membership of the board, an appointment shall be made for the
unexpired term of such vacancy by the mayor and approved by the board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 33-4; Ord. No. 2005-02, § 1, 6-28-05)

Sec. 90-145. Officers.
The board shall select one of its members as chairperson, who shall preside at all
meetings, a vice-chairperson who shall preside in the absence of the chairperson, and a
secretary to record the minutes of the meetings.
(Code 1969, § 33-5)
Sec. 90-146. Duties.
The board shall conduct examinations, grant licenses, receive complaints, conduct
hearings, revoke licenses, make investigations and recommendations to the city and board of
aldermen; and from time to time make amendments and changes in plumbing, gas, air
conditioning, electrical and mechanical regulations and procedures.
(Code 1969, § 33-6)
Sec. 90-147. Meetings.
Regular meetings of the board of examiners shall be held on the second Thursday of
January, April, July and October or at such time as the board may fix. Special meetings may be
called at any time by the chairperson or vice-chairperson or a majority of the board. The building
official of the city shall serve as executive secretary of such board.
(Code 1969, § 33-7)
Sec. 90-148. Absences of members.
If a member of the board of examiners shall be absent from 50 percent or more of the
regular scheduled meetings of the board within any one-year period, such member shall be
subject to immediate removal from the board by the mayor and board of aldermen at their
discretion. For purposes of this section, a one-year period shall be deemed to start on February
1 and end on the following January 1.
(Code 1969, § 33-8)
Sec. 90-149. Compensation.
The members of the board shall not receive compensation for their services on the
board, but they shall receive reimbursement for such expenses as shall be approved by the
mayor and board of aldermen prior to the incurrence of the same.
(Code 1969, § 33-9)
Sec. 90-150. Staff.
Clerical help and assistance may be furnished to the board at the option of the mayor
and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 33-10)
Sec. 90-151. Appeal from decision of board.

Any person aggrieved by any action, finding or decision of the examining board shall
have the right of appeal to the construction code board of appeals as set forth in section 90-71
et seq., of this Code.
(Code 1969, § 33-11)
Secs. 90-152—90-160. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. MECHANICAL CODE
Sec. 90-161.

Adopted.

Sec. 90-162.

Master mechanical license requirements.

Sec. 90-163.

Classification of license holders.

Sec. 90-164.

Examination of applicants.

Secs. 90-165—90-175.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-161. Adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Mechanical Code is adopted by
reference, published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made subsequent
thereto.
(Code 1969, § 33-26(a); Ord. No. 1994-11, § 1(b), 12-13-94; Ord. No. 1998-6, § 1, 10-27-98;
Ord. No. 2003-3, § 1(b), 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)
Sec. 90-162. Master mechanical license requirements.
All applicants for master mechanical licenses shall meet the following requirements:
(1)

The applicant must be at least 21 years of age.

(2)

An applicant for a master mechanical license shall have had at least four years'
experience in the business for which he or she is applying; shall be a graduate of
a trade school, technical school or college of recognized standing; and, in
addition, shall have had two years of practical experience in the operation of the
business for which he or she is applying. In lieu thereof, he or she shall have
been a qualified air conditioning contractor, during which time he or she must
have been in charge of air conditioning jobs for at least four years.

(Code 1969, § 33-27)
Sec. 90-163. Classification of license holders.
For purposes of receiving a mechanical license under the provisions of this article,
persons working as air conditioning contractors shall be classified as follows:
(1)

A master mechanical contractor is any person engaged in or about to engage in
the business of installing, maintaining, altering or repairing air conditioning

equipment, appurtenances and material in, on or under all types of buildings and
other structures and outside installation.
(2)

The master mechanical contractor shall be allowed to reconnect electrical wires,
gas lines, drainlines on same size change outs. The master mechanical
contractor shall be allowed to run the necessary electrical wires, gas lines, and
drainlines to operate the equipment that is being installed. Installation of electrical
wires, gas lines, and drainlines shall be limited to the extension of existing
facilities.

(Code 1969, § 33-28)
Sec. 90-164. Examination of applicants.
All applicants shall be required to satisfactorily pass examination as provided in section
90-119, except that all licensed mechanical contractors who hold a license as such shall on May
1, 1989, continue in the same classification without examination unless violations are cited as
provided within the mechanical code.
(Code 1969, § 33-29)
Secs. 90-165—90-175. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. ELECTRICAL CODE
Sec. 90-176.
Sec. 90-176.1.

Adopted.
Amendments to Code.

Sec. 90-177.

Master electrical license requirements.

Sec. 90-178.

Definition of master electrician.

Sec. 90-179.

Examination of applicants.

Sec. 90-180.

Applicability of provisions to homeowners.

Sec. 90-181.

General duties of electrical inspector.

Sec. 90-182.

Dangerous additions or alterations to wiring.

Sec. 90-183.

Tampering with automatic overload protection devices.

Sec. 90-184.

Temporary wiring to conform to division.

Sec. 90-185.

Liability for damages.

Sec. 90-186.

Dangerous and hazardous electrical wiring.

Sec. 90-187.

Manner of notification and certification to be established by electrical inspector.

Sec. 90-188.

Time limit within which inspections to be made.

Sec. 90-189.

Concealing of wiring prior to inspection.

Sec. 90-190.

Failure of equipment to pass inspection; reinspection.

Sec. 90-191.

Connections prior to inspection prohibited; exceptions for temporary service.

Sec. 90-192.

Reconnections.

Sec. 90-193.

Periodic inspections.

Sec. 90-194.

Certificates of approval; records.

Secs. 90-195—90-205.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-176. Adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the 2002 National Electric Code (NFPA 70-2002) is
adopted by reference, published by the National Fire Protection Association, Inc., Battery March
Park, Quincy, Massachusetts, 02269, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made
subsequent thereto.
(Code 1969, § 33-30(a); Ord. No. 1996-5, § 1, 4-23-96; Ord. No. 2000-1, § 1, 1-11-00; Ord. No.
2003-2, § 1, 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13; Ord. No. 2013-3, § 1, 4-23-13)
Sec. 90-176.1. Amendments to Code.
The electrical code adopted in section 90-176 is amended in the following manner:
Section 210-8. Section 210-8 is amended to read as follows:
210-8. Ground-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection for Personnel.
(a)

Commercial and residential.

(1)

All 125-volt, single-phase, 15- and 20-ampere receptacles installed in bathrooms
shall have ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection for personnel.

(2)

All 125-volt, single-phase, 15- or 20-ampere receptacles installed in garages
shall have ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection for personnel.

Exception No. 1 to (a)(2): Receptacles that are not readily accessible.
Exception No. 2 to (a)(2): A single receptacle or a duplex receptacle for two appliances
located within dedicated space for each appliance that in normal use is not easily moved from
one place to another, and that is cord- and plug-connected in accordance with section
400-7(a)(6), (a)(7), or (a)(8).
Receptacles installed under exceptions to section 210-8(a)(2) shall not be considered as
meeting the requirements of section 210-52(g).
(3)

All 125-volt, single-phase, 15- and 20-ampere receptacles installed outdoors
where there is direct grade level access to the receptacles shall have
ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection for personnel.

(FPN): See section 215-9 for feeder protection.
For the purposes of this section, "direct grade level access" as defined as being located
not more than six feet, six inches (1.98 m) above grade level and being readily accessible.
(4)

All 125-volt, single-phase, 15- and 20-ampere receptacles installed in crawl
spaces at or below grade level and in unfinished basements shall have
ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection for personnel.

For purposes of this section, unfinished basements are defined as portions or areas of
the basement not intended as habitable rooms and limited to storage areas, work areas and the
like.
Exception No. 1: A single receptacle supplied by a dedicated branch circuit that is
located and identified for specific use by a cord- and plug-connected appliance, such as a
refrigerator or freezer.
Exception No. 2: The laundry circuit as required by sections 210-52(f) and 220-4(c).
Exception No. 3: A single receptacle supplying a permanent installed sump pump.
(5)

All 125-volt, single-phase, 15- and 20-ampere receptacle to serve countertop
surfaces, installed within six feet (1.83 m) of any sinks, shall have ground-fault
circuit-interrupter protection for personnel.

(FPN): The intent of this subsection is to permit the exemption of receptacles that are
located specifically for appliances such as refrigerators and freezers from
ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection for personnel.
(6)

All 125-volt, single-phase, 15- or 20-ampere receptacles installed in boathouses
shall have ground-fault circuit-interrupted protection for personnel.

Section 520-25. Section 520-25 is amended to read as follows:
520-25. Dimmers.
Under no circumstances, whether it be commercial or residential, shall a dimmer,
rheostat or any other device which reduces voltage be installed on a switched receptacle.
(Ord. No. 1996-2, §§ 1, 2, 2-13-96; Ord. No. 1996-5, §§ 2, 3, 4-23-96)
Sec. 90-177. Master electrical license requirements.
Applicants for master electrician licenses shall meet the following requirements:
(1)

All applicants must be at least 21 years of age.

(2)

An applicant for a master electrical license shall have had at least four years of
training as an apprentice electrician, or the equivalent in a recognized technical
school or college, and in addition thereto, shall have had at least two years of
experience as a journeyman electrician, or in lieu thereof, he or she shall have
been a qualified electrical contractor, during which time he or she must have
been in charge of industrial, institutional, commercial and residential electrical
jobs for at least four years.

(Code 1969, § 33-31; Ord. No. 2000-5, § 1, 11-14-00)
Sec. 90-178. Definition of master electrician.
A master electrician is any person engaged in or about to engage in the business of
installing, maintaining, altering or repairing electrical wires, material, fixtures and equipment in,
on or under all types of buildings and other structures and outside installations.
(Code 1969, § 33-32; Ord. No. 2000-5, § 2, 11-14-00)

Sec. 90-179. Examination of applicants.
All applicants shall be required to satisfactorily pass an examination as provided in
section 90-119, except that all licensed electricians who hold a license as such shall, on May 1,
1989, continue in the same classification without examination unless violations are cited as
provided in this division.
(Code 1969, § 33-33)
Sec. 90-180. Applicability of provisions to homeowners.
Nothing contained within this article shall prevent any homeowner from installing or
maintaining electrical wiring within his or her own property boundaries, provided such electrical
work is done by himself or herself and is used exclusively by him or her or his or her family.
Such privilege does not convey the right to violate any of the provisions of this article, neither is
it to be construed as exempting any such property owner from obtaining a permit and having
such work inspected nor from paying the required fees therefor.
(Code 1969, § 33-35)
Editor's note—
The schedule of permit fees referred to in the above section is on file and available for
inspection in the offices of the city clerk and the city inspection department.
Sec. 90-181. General duties of electrical inspector.
It shall be the duty of the electrical inspector to see that the provisions of this division
and all other ordinances pertaining to electrical installations are carried out and to prefer
charges against anyone violating such provisions.
(Code 1969, § 33-36)
Sec. 90-182. Dangerous additions or alterations to wiring.
It shall be unlawful to make an addition to or alteration in any existing electrical wiring or
to connect thereto any additional wiring, fixtures, equipment or appliances that would create a
hazard or place an overload on the existing wiring as a result of such addition or alteration.
(Code 1969, § 33-37)
Sec. 90-183. Tampering with automatic overload protection devices.
It shall be unlawful for any person to tamper with fuses or other automatic overload
protection devices for electrical wiring, equipment or appliances by placing any metal coin or
other metal in or on any fuse blocks or other automatic overload protective devices or to by any
other means furnish electrical current to electrical wiring, equipment or appliances in such a
manner that the electrical wiring, equipment or appliances will not have the protection of a fuse
or other automatic overload protective device installed and intended for such protection.
(Code 1969, § 33-38)
Sec. 90-184. Temporary wiring to conform to division.

All electrical wiring, fixtures or equipment intended for temporary use, such as for
construction purposes or exhibits of short duration, shall conform with all of the requirements of
this division.
(Code 1969, § 33-39)
Sec. 90-185. Liability for damages.
This division shall not be construed to relieve from or to lessen the responsibility or
liability of any person owning, operating, controlling or installing any electrical wiring, electrical
devices or electrical material for damages to person or property caused by any defect therein,
nor shall the city be held as assuming any such liability by reason of the inspection as
authorized in this division or the certificate of inspection issued as provided in this division.
(Code 1969, § 33-40)
Sec. 90-186. Dangerous and hazardous electrical wiring.
All electrical wiring found and determined to be in a dangerous and hazardous condition
by the electrical inspector in any building located within the city shall be replaced or renewed
and installed in rigid metal conduit, electric metallic tubing or surface metal raceway in
conformance with the National Electrical Code adopted in this division.
(Code 1969, § 33-41)
Sec. 90-187. Manner of notification and certification to be established by electrical
inspector.
Wherever in this article a certificate or notification of approval to a utility is required for
connection of electric service, it shall not be required that written certification be given prior to
connection, but any method of notification of the utility established by the electrical inspector
shall satisfy the requirements of this article.
(Code 1969, § 33-42)
Sec. 90-188. Time limit within which inspections to be made.
The electrical inspector shall inspect electrical wiring within 48 hours, Sundays and
holidays excluded, after having been notified in writing that the wiring is ready for inspection.
(Code 1969, § 33-43)
Sec. 90-189. Concealing of wiring prior to inspection.
It shall be unlawful for any person to conceal or cause to be concealed, in such a
manner that the electrical inspector cannot satisfy himself or herself that the provisions of this
article have been complied with, any electrical wiring intended for use in connection with light,
heat or power, until after the wiring has been inspected and approved by the electrical inspector.
(Code 1969, § 33-44)
Sec. 90-190. Failure of equipment to pass inspection; reinspection.

When it is found on inspection by the electrical inspector that the whole or any part of the
electrical wiring, material, equipment or appliances used does not conform with the
requirements of this article he or she shall notify, in writing, the person applying for inspection as
to the nature of his or her criticisms, and he or she shall make the necessary reinspections
when notified that corrections have been made.
(Code 1969, § 33-45)
Sec. 90-191. Connections prior to inspection prohibited; exceptions for temporary
service.
It shall be unlawful for any person to connect or cause to be connected for the service of
electrical current any electrical wiring or to connect additional electrical wiring to or to make
alterations in existing electrical wiring in, on, under or above any building or structure or property
adjacent thereto, for light, power or heat, until he or she has been notified in writing by the
electrical inspector that the electrical wiring has been inspected and approved as conforming
with the requirements of this division; except that permission, in writing, may be granted by the
inspector, pending completion of an installation of electrical wiring and his or her final inspection
and approval thereof, for temporary service for a period not exceeding 30 days. At the expiration
of the time specified in the permit, the electrical inspector shall order, in writing, the service of
the electrical current to be discontinued unless a certificate of approval has been issued;
provided, however, that in case of an emergency, or should the electrical inspector's services
not be available for a period of 48 hours after application for an inspection has been made, the
service may be continued until the electrical inspector's services are available.
(Code 1969, § 33-46)
Sec. 90-192. Reconnections.
After such time as may be designated by the mayor and board of aldermen, no public
service company shall reconnect or furnish electrical current to any electrical wiring on which
service has been discontinued, unless an inspection has been made by the electrical inspector
within the past 12 months and determined by him or her to be in a reasonably safe condition.
For such inspection or reinspection, a minimum fee of $4.00 will be charged. If it is found that
the electrical wiring contains hazards to life or property, the electrical inspector shall furnish the
owner of the property or his or her agent a written report outlining the nature of such hazards.
The hazards must then be eliminated, and it must be determined by reinspection by the
electrical inspector that the electrical wiring is in a reasonably safe condition before it is again
serviced with electrical current.
(Code 1969, § 33-47)
Sec. 90-193. Periodic inspections.
The electrical inspector shall make periodically a thorough inspection of electrical wiring
in any public building, store or building used for public gatherings or places used in the
transaction of business, and when the installation of electrical wiring, or any part thereof, is
found to be dangerous or hazardous to life or property, he or she shall notify in writing the
person owning, using or operating such electrical wiring, fixtures or equipment. Such person
shall be required to make the necessary changes or corrections as outlined by the electrical
inspector within 15 days after receipt of such notice, or any longer period that may be specified

by the electrical inspector. For such inspection, no fee shall be charged. Private residences will
be inspected on request, and no fee shall be charged for the inspection of existing wiring.
(Code 1969, § 33-48)
Sec. 90-194. Certificates of approval; records.
The electrical inspector shall issue certificates of approval on wiring meeting the
requirements of this division and keep a complete record of all inspections made and of
certificates issued.
(Code 1969, § 33-49)
Secs. 90-195—90-205. Reserved.

DIVISION 6. PLUMBING; GASFITTING
Sec. 90-206.

Plumbing code adopted.

Sec. 90-207.

Gas code adopted.

Sec. 90-208.

Master plumbing and gasfitting license requirements.

Sec. 90-209.

Classification of master plumbers and gasfitters.

Sec. 90-210.

Examination of applicants.

Sec. 90-211.
Reconnection by public service company; inspection; fee; elimination of
hazards.
Sec. 90-212.

Periodic inspection of public building; notice of required changes; fees.

Sec. 90-213.

Nonliability of city.

Secs. 90-214—90-235.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-206. Plumbing code adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Plumbing Code is adopted by
reference, published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made subsequent
thereto.
(Code 1969, § 33-50(a); Ord. No. 1994-11, § 1(e), 12-13-94; Ord. No. 1998-6, § 1, 10-27-98;
Ord. No. 2003-3, § 1(e), 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)
Sec. 90-207. Gas code adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Gas Code is adopted by reference,
published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham, Alabama,
35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made subsequent thereto.
(Code 1969, § 33-51; Ord. No. 1994-11, § 1(f), 12-13-94; Ord. No. 1998-6, § 1, 10-27-98; Ord.
No. 2003-3, § 1(f), 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)

Sec. 90-208. Master plumbing and gasfitting license requirements.
All applicants for master plumber and gasfitting licenses shall meet the following
requirements:
(1)

Applicants must be at least 21 years of age.

(2)

An applicant for a master plumber and gasfitting license shall have had at least
four years' experience in the business for which he or she is applying; or shall be
a graduate of a trade school, technical school or college of recognized standing
and, in addition, shall have had two years of practical experience in the operation
of the business for which he or she is applying. In lieu thereof, he or she shall
have been a qualified plumbing or gasfitting contractor, during which time he or
she must have been in charge of plumbing or gasfitting jobs for at least four
years.

(Code 1969, § 33-52)
Sec. 90-209. Classification of master plumbers and gasfitters.
For purposes of receiving a plumbing and gasfitting license under the provisions of this
division, persons working as plumbers and gasfitters shall be classified as follows:
(1)

A master plumber and gasfitter is any person engaged in or about to engage in
the business of installing, maintaining, altering or repairing plumbing lines,
material, fixtures, and equipment in, or under all types of buildings and other
structures and outside installation.

(2)

The master plumber and gasfitter shall be allowed to reconnect any electrical
wires on same size equipment changeout, such as water heaters, etc. A master
plumber and gasfitter shall be allowed to install gas pipe lines up to and including
four-inch pipe for residential and commercial gas lines.

(Code 1969, § 33-53; Ord. No. 2000-4, § 1, 11-14-00)
Sec. 90-210. Examination of applicants.
All applicants shall be required to satisfactorily pass examination as provided in section
90-119, except that all licensed plumbers and gasfitting contractors who hold a license as such
shall, on May 1, 1989, continue in the same classification without examination unless violations
are cited as provided in this division.
(Code 1969, § 33-54)
Sec. 90-211. Reconnection by public service company; inspection; fee; elimination of
hazards.
No public service company shall reconnect gas on which service has been discontinued,
unless an inspection has been made by the gas inspector and determined by him or her to be in
a reasonably safe condition. For such inspection or reinspection, a minimum fee will be charged
in accordance with the fee schedule on file in the offices of the city inspection department. If it is
found that the piping, fixtures or appliances contain hazards to life or property, the gas inspector
shall furnish the owner of the property or his or her agent a written report outlining the nature of
such hazards. The hazards must then be eliminated, and it must be determined by reinspection

by the gas inspector that the piping, fixture or appliance is in a reasonably safe condition before
it is again served with gas.
(Code 1969, § 33-55)
Editor's note—
The fee schedule referred to in the above section is on file and available for inspection in
the offices of the city inspection department and the city clerk.
Sec. 90-212. Periodic inspection of public building; notice of required changes; fees.
The gas inspector shall make periodically a thorough inspection of piping, fixtures and
appliances in any public building, store or building used for public gatherings, or places used in
the transaction of business, and when the installation of piping, fixtures or appliances is found to
be dangerous or hazardous to life or property, he or she shall notify in writing the person
owning, using or operating such piping, fixtures or appliances. Such person shall be required to
make the necessary changes or reconnections as outlined by the gas inspector within 15 days
after receipt of such notice, or any longer period that may be specified by the inspector. For
such inspection, no fee shall be charged. Private residences will be inspected on request, and
no fee shall be charged for the inspecting of existing piping.
(Code 1969, § 33-56)
Sec. 90-213. Nonliability of city.
This division shall not be construed as imposing upon the city any liability or
responsibility for damages to any person injured by any defect in any gas piping or appliance
mentioned in this division, or by installation thereof, nor shall the board of water commissioners
of the city or any official or employee thereof, be held as assuming any such liability or
responsibility by reason of the inspection authorized under this division or the certificate of
approval issued by the gas inspector.
(Code 1969, § 33-57)
Secs. 90-214—90-235. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. HOUSING CODE
Sec. 90-236.

Adopted.

Secs. 90-237—90-250.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-236. Adopted.
The Standard Housing Code, being particularly the 1997 edition, as prepared by the
Southern Building Code Congress, International, Inc., 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, and the whole thereof, save and except such portions as may
hereinafter be amended of which not less than three copies have been and are now filed in the
office of the city clerk, and the same are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set forth
at length in this article, and from the date on which this section shall take effect, the provisions

therein shall be controlling in the use, maintenance, and occupancy of all dwellings, dwelling
units and/or structures within the area of jurisdiction of the city.
(Code 1969, § 35-1(a); Ord. No. 1994-11, § 1(d), 12-13-94; Ord. No. 1998-6, § 1, 10-27-98;
Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)
Secs. 90-237—90-250. Reserved.

ARTICLE VII. RESIDENTIAL CODE
Sec. 90-251.

Adopted.

Secs. 90-252—90-265.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-251. Adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Residential Code is adopted by
reference, published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road, Birmingham,
Alabama, 35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made subsequent
thereto.
(Ord. No. 2003-3, § 1(d), 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)
Secs. 90-252—90-265. Reserved.

ARTICLE VIII. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
Sec. 90-266.

Adopted.

Secs. 90-267—90-300.

Reserved.

Sec. 90-266. Adopted.
Pursuant to MCA 1972, § 21-19-25, the International Property Maintenance Code is
adopted by reference, published by the International Code Council, 900 Montclair Road,
Birmingham, Alabama, 35213-1206, together with any revisions, changes or deletions made
subsequent thereto.
(Ord. No. 2003-3, § 1(g), 4-8-03; Ord. No. 2013-2, § 1, 4-23-13)
Secs. 90-267—90-300. Reserved.

ARTICLE IX. INTENSIVE CARE NEIGHBORHOOD ORDINANCE
Sec. 90-301.

Title of article.

Sec. 90-302.

Findings of fact.

Sec. 90-303.

Purposes of article.
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Sec. 90-304.

[Designation process.]

Sec. 90-305.

[Expiration.]

Sec. 90-301. Title of article.
This article shall be known as the Intensive Care Neighborhood Ordinance.
(Ord. No. 2005-3, § 1, 9-13-05)
Sec. 90-302. Findings of fact.
In adopting this article, the board of aldermen makes the following findings:
(1)

The city includes residential areas which are, or which may in the future be,
affected by problems such as declining property values, lack of maintenance,
physical deterioration, disinvestments, abandonment, changes in ownership
patters, or changes in land use.

(2)

These changes, if not controlled, have the potential of damaging the city's tax
base and economic vitality, and spreading to affect other areas.

(3)

The city has, over the years, invested large sums of money to provide adequate
infrastructure including streets, water, sewer and drainage improvements in its
existing residential areas.

(4)

Individual property owners also have substantial investments in existing
residential neighborhoods.

(5)

The deterioration of residential neighborhoods can in many cases be slowed or
stopped with effective enforcement of property maintenance codes and zoning
ordinances.

(Ord. No. 2005-3, § 2, 9-13-05)
Sec. 90-303. Purposes of article.
It is the purpose and intent of the intensive care neighborhood program to:
(1)

Provide stronger means of enforcing property maintenance and zoning
requirements, and to concentrate to city's code enforcement resources in areas
of greatest need.

(2)

Promote, preserve and protect the quality of life and the value of property in
residential districts.

(3)

Protect and promote the visual quality of the neighborhoods

(4)

Enhance the attractiveness of residential districts as location choices of
homebuyers and for financial investments.

(5)

Prevent development, which would be out of character with the predominant
development, which is now occurring in the area and which would adversely
affect property values or hurt the potential for continued and prolonged growth
and prosperity of the area.

(Ord. No. 2005-3, § 3, 9-13-05)
Sec. 90-304. [Designation process.]
The provisions of this section shall apply to all areas which shall be designated as
"intensive care neighborhoods" in accordance with the following process:
(1)

The department of planning and zoning shall identify those residential districts in
which violations of city ordinances relating to property maintenance, zoning, lot
maintenance, or building condition are concentrated.

(2)

A public hearing shall be held in each proposed district, with notice published a
minimum of 15 days prior to the date of the hearing.

(3)

After consideration of all comments from residents and property owners, a finding
shall be made whether to recommend designation of the area as an "intensive
care neighborhood".

(4)

A second public hearing shall be held before the board of aldermen with at least
a 15 days prior notice.

(5)

After the second public hearing, the board of aldermen shall accept or reject the
recommendation for designation.

(Ord. No. 2005-3, § 4, 9-13-05)
Sec. 90-305. [Expiration.]
The designation of an "intensive care neighborhood" shall expire after three years,
unless renewed by the same process as the initial designation.
(Ord. No. 2005-3, § 5, 9-13-05)

Chapters 91—93 RESERVED
Chapter 94 CEMETERIES
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 94-1—94-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 94-1—94-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. CITY CEMETERY
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 94-26.

Definitions.

Sec. 94-27.

Reservation of lots for use as city vault.

Sec. 94-28.

Requirements for purchase of lots.

Sec. 94-29.

Price of lots.

Sec. 94-30.

Burial of strangers.

Sec. 94-31.

Deeds to lots.

Sec. 94-32.

Burial permits; application.

Sec. 94-33.

Presentation of permit to sexton.

Sec. 94-34.

Grave to be dug and filled by sexton upon receipt of permit.

Sec. 94-35.

Record of burial permits.

Sec. 94-36. Funeral directors to make monthly report and payment for graves dug; report to
be compared with stub book; receipt.
Sec. 94-37.

Planting trees, bushes and shrubs in cemetery lots.

Sec. 94-38.

Enclosing lots with walls or railings.

Sec. 94-39. Throwing or depositing sweepings, cuttings or rubbish from lots upon streets,
lanes, alleys or lots of cemetery.
Sec. 94-40.

Hours.

Sec. 94-41. Duty of owner to keep lots free from grass, weeds and undergrowth; abatement
as nuisance.
Secs. 94-42—94-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 94-26. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Association means the Natchez City Cemetery Preservation and Improvement
Association.
Sexton means the keeper or caretaker of the city cemetery.
(Code 1969, § 6-1)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 94-27. Reservation of lots for use as city vault.
The mayor and board of aldermen may, at any time before sale, reserve any cemetery
lots to be used for a city vault. Any lots so reserved shall, on notice to the city clerk by the mayor
and board of aldermen, be no longer subject to sale under this article.
(Code 1969, § 6-2)
Sec. 94-28. Requirements for purchase of lots.

No sale of any lot in the city cemetery shall be made otherwise than by a deposit of the
price thereof with the city clerk. No deed of conveyance of any cemetery lots shall be made
without production of the city clerk's receipt of the price, and payment to the mayor of the
expense of the acknowledgement of the deed.
(Code 1969, § 6-3)

Sec. 94-29. Price of lots.
The lots within the city cemetery shall be sold to purchasers thereof at such prices as
shall be determined by the mayor and board of aldermen from time to time.
(Code 1969, § 6-4)
Sec. 94-30. Burial of strangers.
The municipal authorities of the city shall bury strangers as provided in MCA 1972, §
43-31-31.
(Code 1969, § 6-5)
Sec. 94-31. Deeds to lots.
The deeds to all lots within the city cemetery shall be signed by the mayor and attested
by the city clerk.
(Code 1969, § 6-6)
Sec. 94-32. Burial permits; application.
The funeral director having a funeral in charge shall apply to the city clerk for a burial
permit, which shall specify the name of the person to be interred, the kind and price of grave
and the name of the funeral director applying for the permit.
(Code 1969, § 6-7)
Sec. 94-33. Presentation of permit to sexton.
The funeral director who shall obtain a burial permit shall present the same to the sexton
and designate the spot for the grave at least three hours preceding the hour fixed for the burial.
(Code 1969, § 6-8)
Sec. 94-34. Grave to be dug and filled by sexton upon receipt of permit.
The sexton shall, upon receipt of the burial permit and notice of the location of the burial
site, proceed to dig the grave, and, at the proper time, to refill the grave.
(Code 1969, § 6-9)
Sec. 94-35. Record of burial permits.
(a)

The city clerk shall keep a book with stubs of the following contents:

Natchez, Mississippi, ________
/________
/________
, 19________
.
To Sexton:
No. ________

Natchez, Mississippi, ________
/________
/________
, 19________
.

You are hereby authorized to dig a ________
grave, price ________
, for the burial of _____,
________
funeral director having this day applied for same.

_____
City Clerk

(b)

The stub shall correspond with subsection (a) of this section.

(Code 1969, § 6-10)
Sec. 94-36. Funeral directors to make monthly report and payment for graves dug;
report to be compared with stub book; receipt.
On the first day of each calendar month, it shall be the duty of each funeral director to
make a detailed report to the city clerk of all burials made by him or her during the preceding
month in the city cemetery, which report shall specify the names and dates of burial of all
persons interred, together with the price of each grave. At the time of making such report,
payment in full of the amount shown thereby to be due for the digging of graves shall be made
by the funeral director to the city clerk. The city clerk shall compare such report with the stub
book in his or her office and, upon finding it correct, shall issue to the funeral director his or her
official receipt in full for the amount so paid in.
(Code 1969, § 6-11)
Sec. 94-37. Planting trees, bushes and shrubs in cemetery lots.
It shall be unlawful for the purchaser or the owner of any lot in the city cemetery to plant
or grow upon such lot any tree of any description, or permit a bush or shrub to grow above three
feet in height, under penalty of having it removed by order of the mayor and board of aldermen;
provided, however, that no restriction is placed upon the height or style of any vault, shaft or
slab, erected upon such lots, so that they are in keeping with the solemnity of the location and
its purposes.

(Code 1969, § 6-12)
Sec. 94-38. Enclosing lots with walls or railings.
It shall be unlawful for the purchaser or owner of any lot in the city cemetery to enclose
such lot with any wall appearing higher than 12 inches above the natural surface of the ground,
or with any railing, except of metal, and such wall or railing restricted in height, including the
base wall, to 30 inches; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall be construed as
requiring parties to erect either such wall or such railing, or anything more than a distinctive
mark, of the limits of the lot.
(Code 1969, § 6-13)
Damaging certain cemetery property, MCA 1972, § 97-17-39.
Sec. 94-39. Throwing or depositing sweepings, cuttings or rubbish from lots upon
streets, lanes, alleys or lots of cemetery.
It shall be unlawful for any person having the care of private lots to throw, place, burn or
deposit any sweepings, cuttings or rubbish from lots under his or her care upon the public
streets, lanes, alleys or lots of the city cemetery.
(Code 1969, § 6-15)
Sec. 94-40. Hours.
The sexton is hereby required to unlock the cemetery gates at sunrise of each morning
and close the gates at dusk, unless he or she has knowledge of some burial party being
engaged at that hour in the cemetery, in which event he or she shall close them immediately
after their departure.
(Code 1969, § 6-16)
Sec. 94-41. Duty of owner to keep lots free from grass, weeds and undergrowth;
abatement as nuisance.
It shall be the duty of all lot owners in the city cemetery to keep their lots free from such
grass, weeds and undergrowth of trees as may render them unsightly, or a menace to adjoining
lots. All such lots in the city cemetery that may hereafter be permitted to remain in such
condition are hereby declared to be nuisances. The association is hereby empowered to enter
in and upon such lots and to abate such nuisances by cleaning up the lots at the cost of the
owner thereof.
(Code 1969, § 6-17)
Secs. 94-42—94-50. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PRESERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Sec. 94-51.

Duties and responsibilities.

Sec. 94-52.

Appropriations by city; receipts from sale of lots and digging graves.

Sec. 94-53.

Failure to fulfill duties.

Secs. 94-54—94-65.

Reserved.

Sec. 94-51. Duties and responsibilities.
The general control and care of the city cemetery shall be entrusted to and rest with the
association, a body corporate under the laws of the state, which association shall work and
keep in proper order the streets, lanes, alleys, bridges, fences and all other parts and portions of
the Natchez City Cemetery located on Cemetery Road in Natchez, Mississippi. Further, the
Natchez City Cemetery Association shall have the right and power to select and appoint a
banking institution for the purpose of managing, investing and reinvesting funds of the Natchez
City Cemetery Association.
(Code 1969, § 6-28)
Sec. 94-52. Appropriations by city; receipts from sale of lots and digging graves.
There is hereby appropriated for the use of the association such sums of money as shall
be determined by the mayor and board of aldermen to be expended by it upon the city
cemetery. In addition thereto, all sums from the sale of spaces or lots in any part of the city
cemetery shall be paid by the city clerk to the association. All sums received by the city clerk for
perpetual care, maintenance and for opening and closing of graves shall be paid by the city
clerk to the association.
(Code 1969, §§ 6-6, 6-29; Ord. No. 2000-6, § 1, 11-28-00; Ord. No. 2010-6, § 1, 12-14-10)
Sec. 94-53. Failure to fulfill duties.
Whenever in the opinion of the mayor and board of aldermen that the association is not
properly performing the duties devolved upon it by this article, the association may be
immediately repealed, whereupon all rights and privileges of such association with reference to
the city cemetery, hereby created, shall cease and desist.
(Code 1969, § 6-30)
Secs. 94-54—94-65. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. SEXTON
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Sec. 94-66.

Employment; duties generally.

Sec. 94-67.

Persons interested in funeral directing establishments ineligible for position.

Sec. 94-68.

Term of office; dismissal.

Sec. 94-69.

Duty to report violations.

Sec. 94-70.

Delivery of burial permits annually to board.

Sec. 94-66. Employment; duties generally.

The association shall be required to employ and keep constantly in the city cemetery,
during the day, at least one competent person, whose duty it shall be to protect the property of
the city cemetery and keep the grounds in good order. Such person shall be under the
supervision of the committee on public property.
(Code 1969, § 6-41)
Sec. 94-67. Persons interested in funeral directing establishments ineligible for
position.
No person interested in any funeral directing establishment shall be eligible to fill the
position of sexton.
(Code 1969, § 6-42)
Sec. 94-68. Term of office; dismissal.
The term of service of the sexton shall be of no definite duration, but any individual
employed by the association shall be subject to dismissal at the will of the association.
(Code 1969, § 6-43)
Sec. 94-69. Duty to report violations.
In addition to the duties already incumbent on the sexton, it shall be his or her further
duty to report to the mayor, within 24 hours after the occurrence, all violations of this article
which may come to his or her knowledge.
(Code 1969, § 6-44)
Sec. 94-70. Delivery of burial permits annually to board.
Upon the day of the last regular meeting of the mayor and board of aldermen of each
year, the sexton shall deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the mayor and board of aldermen the
burial permits. The mayor and board shall check them off against the report of issue of same by
the city clerk.
(Code 1969, § 6-45)

Chapters 95—97 RESERVED
Chapter 98 FLOODS
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Chapters 99—101 RESERVED
Chapter 102 HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 102-1.

Definitions.
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Sec. 102-2.

Statement of purpose of chapter.

Sec. 102-3.

Enforcement; penalties for violation of chapter.

Sec. 102-4.

Designation of landmarks, landmark sites and historic districts.

Sec. 102-5. Certificates of appropriateness—Required; approval or denial by commission;
expiration; issuance generally.
Sec. 102-6.

Same—Specific criteria for issuance.

Sec. 102-7.

Same—Procedures for issuance.

Sec. 102-8.

Unreasonable economic hardship.

Sec. 102-9.

Appeals.

Sec. 102-10.

Minimum maintenance requirements.

Sec. 102-11.

Demolition by neglect.

Sec. 102-12.

Public safety exclusion.

Sec. 102-13.

Appropriations.

Sec. 102-14.

Title to property acquired by city.

Sec. 102-15.

Nonrestrictive clause.

Secs. 102-16—102-35.

Reserved.

Sec. 102-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Alteration means any change to a resource because of construction, repair,
maintenance, or other means. Alterations shall include, but not be limited to, repointing of
brickwork, sandblasting, and the removal of paint by chemical or other means.
Applicant means the owner of record of a resource; the lessee thereof with the approval
of the owner of record in notarized form; or a person holding a bona fide contract to purchase a
resource.
Appurtenance means a feature related to a parcel of land or to a building, structure,
object, site, or a related group thereof. The term includes, but is not limited to, buildings,
structures, objects, sites, landscaping features, walls, fences, light fixtures, steps, paving,
sidewalks, shutters, awnings, solar panels, satellite dishes, and signs.
Building means a structure created to shelter any form of human activity, such as a
house, garage, barn, church, hotel, or similar structure.
Certificate of appropriateness means a signed and dated document evidencing the
approval of the commission for work proposed by an applicant. The commission may, in
appropriate situations, limit the period for which a certificate of appropriateness is valid.

Certified local government (CLG) means a federal program authorized by the National
Historic Preservation Act, 16 USC 470 et seq., that provides for the participation of local
governments in a federal/state/local government preservation partnership. The federal law
directs the state historic preservation officer and the secretary of the interior to certify local
governments to participate in this partnership. Specific state requirements for the program are
published in "State of Mississippi, Guidelines and Regulations for the Certified Local
Government Program," available from the state historic preservation officer.
City means the City of Natchez as represented by the mayor and board of aldermen.
Commission means the Natchez Preservation Commission, a local historic preservation
commission created pursuant to MCA 1972, § 39-13-5, and its predecessors.
Construction means the addition or placement of any improvement onto a resource.
Demolition means the complete or partial removal of buildings, structures, objects, or
sites, including appurtenances.
Demolition by neglect means improper maintenance or lack of maintenance of any
resource which results in substantial deterioration of the resource and threatens its continued
preservation.
Exterior features means, but shall not be limited to, the color, kind, and texture of
building materials and the type and style of all windows, doors, and appurtenances.
Improvement means an appurtenance developed by human design, including, but not
limited to, buildings, structures, objects, landscape features, and manufactured units, like mobile
homes, boats, docks, carports, and storage buildings.
Landmark means a building, structure, or object, and its appurtenances and historically
associated land or water, designated by the commission and approved by the city through an
ordinance, which possess particular architectural, cultural, or historic significance by meeting at
least one of the following criteria:
(1)

Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of
the nation, region, state, county, or city;

(2)

Is identified with historic personages or with important events in national, state, or
local history;

(3)

Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is a specimen
inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of construction, or use
of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or

(4)

Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect
whose individual ability has been recognized or who influenced his or her age.

Landmark site means an unimproved or improved parcel of ground designated by the
commission and approved by the city through an ordinance, which possesses particular
archaeological, architectural, geological, or historic significance. A landmark site differs from a
landmark in that the physical location and configuration, not the building, structure, or object,
possesses primary significance. For the purposes of this chapter, a landmark site encompasses
prehistoric or historic sites on unimproved or improved land. Landmark sites meet at least one
of the following criteria:
(1)

Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of
the nation, region, state, county, or city;

(2)

Is identified with historic personages or with important events in national,
regional, state, or local history;

(3)

Embodies distinguishing characteristics of a landscape type or is a specimen
inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of construction, or use
of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or

(4)

Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information in prehistory or history. A
landmark site may be a culturally significant natural feature other than landscape.

Landscape feature means any improvement, natural formation, or vegetation including,
but not limited to: shrubbery, trees, plantings, outbuildings, walls, courtyards, fences, swimming
pools, planters, gates, street furniture, exterior lighting, and site improvements, including but not
limited to, subsurface alterations, site regrading, fill deposition, and paving.
National historic landmark means a district, site, building, structure and/or object that has
been formally designated as a national historic landmark (NHL) by the secretary of the interior
and possesses exceptional value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the
United States in history, architecture, archaeology, engineering and culture and that possesses
a high degree of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association. National historic landmarks are automatically listed in the national register. As of
January 1, 1995, those properties within the jurisdiction of the preservation commission that
were listed as a NHL included: Arlington, Auburn, the Commercial Bank and the Bankers
House, Dunleith, the Grand Village of the Natchez Indians, the House on the Ellicott's Hill,
Longwood, Melrose, Monmouth, Rosalie and Stanton Hall.
National Register of Historic Places means a federal list of cultural resources worthy of
preservation, authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as part of a
national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and
protect the nation's historic and archaeological resources. The national register program is
administered by the commission, by the state historic preservation office, and by the National
Park Service under the Department of the Interior. Significant federal benefits may accrue to
owners of properties listed or determined eligible for listing in the national register.
Object means a material thing of functional, cultural, historical, or scientific value that
may be, by nature or design, movable, yet related to a specific setting or environment.
Ordinary repairs or maintenance means work done to prevent deterioration of a resource
or any part thereof by returning the resource as nearly as practical to its condition prior to such
deterioration, decay, or damage and by reusing, where possible, original materials.
Owner of record means the owner of a parcel of land, improved or unimproved, reflected
on the city tax roll and in county deed records.
Preservation district means a district designated by the commission and approved by the
city through an ordinance, which contains a geographically definable area, urban or rural,
possessing a significant concentration of sites, buildings, structures, or objects associated by
past events or by plan or physical development, and which meets at least one of the following
criteria:
(1)

Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic, or social history of
the national, state, county, or city;

(2)

Is identified with historic personages or with important events in national, state, or
local history;

(3)

Embodies distinguishing characteristics of architectural types or contains
examples inherently valuable for the study of periods, styles, methods of
construction, or uses of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or

(4)

Is representative of the notable work of master builders, designers, or architects
whose individual abilities have been recognized or who influenced their eras.

Relocation means any changes in the location of a building, object, or structure in its
present setting or to another setting.
Resource means a landmark, landmark site, and all land or water within a preservation
district, together with the appurtenances and improvements, if any. The term "resource"
includes, but is not limited to, separate districts, buildings, structures, sites, objects, landscape
features, and related groups thereof.
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings means a federal document stating standards and guidelines for the
appropriate rehabilitation and preservation of historic buildings.
Site means the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or
activity, or a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the location
itself maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing
buildings, structures, or objects.
State historic preservation office means the historic preservation division of the state
department of archives and history.
State historic preservation officer means the director of the state department of archives
and history.
Structure means a work made up of interdependent and interrelated parts in a definite
pattern or organization constructed by man. The term includes, but is not limited to, engineering
projects, earthworks, boats, barges, and bridges.
Unreasonable economic hardship means the inability of an owner to obtain a reasonable
return or a reasonable beneficial use from a resource as required by the United States Supreme
Court in Penn Central Transportation Company v. New York City, 438 U.S. 104(1978), and
subsequent decisions.
(Code 1969, § 23-52; Ord. No. 1995-2, § 1, 1-10-95)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 102-2. Statement of purpose of chapter.
(a)

The city hereby recognizes that the city is internationally known for its extensive
and concentrated collection of southern mansion estates, its riverfront setting, as
well as its extraordinary urban grouping of historic public, commercial, and
residential buildings. The city's unique qualities have proven increasingly
attractive to residents, business interests, and tourists.

(b)

As a matter of public policy the city aims to preserve, enhance, and perpetuate
those aspects of the city and the immediately adjacent Mississippi River that
have historical, cultural, architectural, and/or archaeological merit. Such
preservation activities will promote and protect the health, safety, prosperity,
education, and general welfare of the people living in and visiting the city.

(c)

More specifically, this chapter is designed to achieve the following goals:
(1)

Protect, enhance and perpetuate resources which represent distinctive
and significant elements of the city's historical, cultural, social, economic,
political, archaeological, and architectural identity;

(2)

Ensure the harmonious, orderly, and efficient growth and development of
the city;

(3)

Strengthen civic pride and cultural stability through neighborhood
conservation;

(4)

Stabilize the economy of the city through the continued use, preservation,
and revitalization of its resources;

(5)

Protect and enhance the city's attractions to tourists and visitors and the
support and stimulus to business and industry thereby provided;

(6)

Promote the use of resources for the education, pleasure, and welfare of
the people of the city; and

(7)

Provide a review process for the continued preservation and appropriate
development of the city's resources.

(Code 1969, § 23-51)
Sec. 102-3. Enforcement; penalties for violation of chapter.
The following civil and criminal penalties may be imposed upon those persons found to
have violated requirements or prohibitions contained within this chapter:
(1)

Civil penalty.
a.

Any person who constructs, alters, relocates or demolishes any resource
in violation of this chapter or who causes any resource to be constructed,
altered, relocated or demolished in violation of this chapter may be
required to restore the resource to its appearance or setting prior to the
violation, or may be assessed a fine not to exceed $50.00, or both. Any
action to enforce this provision may be brought by the city and may be
brought by an affidavit for violation of this chapter. The affidavit may be
brought by the city, acting by and through its preservation commission in
any court of competent jurisdiction. The chairman, vice-chairman or any
other officer of the preservation commission may sign the affidavit. This
civil remedy may be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any criminal
prosecution and penalty. Each day that each violation is allowed to exist
may be deemed as a separate violation.

b.

If demolition of a resource occurs without a certificate of appropriateness,
then any permits on subject property, with the exception of a permit to
restore the resource as set forth in this chapter, may be denied for a
period of three years. In addition, the applicant may not be entitled to
have issued to him or her by any city office a permit allowing any curb
cuts on subject property for a period of three years from and after the
date of such demolition.

(2)

Criminal penalty. Any person or legal entity who constructs, alters, relocates or
demolishes any resource in violation of this chapter or who causes any resource
to be constructed, altered, relocated or demolished in violation of this chapter
may be guilty of a misdemeanor, and each may be deemed guilty of a separate
violation for each day during which any violation hereof is committed. Upon
conviction, each violation may be punishable by a fine not to exceed $100.00 or
the amount set forth in MCA 1972, § 17-1-27, whichever is higher.

(Code 1969, § 23-65; Ord. No. 1995-2, § 5, 1-10-95)
Sec. 102-4. Designation of landmarks, landmark sites and historic districts.
By ordinance, the city may establish landmarks, landmark sites and preservation districts
within the area of its jurisdiction. Such landmarks, landmark sites or preservation districts shall
be designated according to the following:
(1)

The commission shall initiate a continuing and thorough investigation of the
archaeological, architectural, cultural and historic significance of the city's
resources. The findings shall be collected in a cohesive format, made a matter of
public record, and made available for public inspection. The commission shall
work toward providing complete documentation for previously designated
preservation districts which would include:
a.

An inventory of all property within the boundary of the district, with
photographs of all sides of each building and an evaluation of its
significance to the district. Building evaluations are to be used only as a
reference or guide and shall not be used as the determining factor for
issuing or denying a certificate of appropriateness.

b.

An inventory which would be in a form consistent with the statewide
inventory format of the historic preservation division of the state
department of archives and history (SHPO).

(2)

The commission shall advise the city on the designation of preservation districts,
landmarks or landmark sites and submit or cause to be prepared ordinances to
make such designation.

(3)

A resource or resources may be nominated for designation upon motion of three
members of the commission or by an organization interested in historic
preservation or by any owner of the property being nominated. A nomination
shall contain information as specified by the commission. The commission must
reach a decision on whether to recommend a proposed nomination to the city
within six months in the case of a preservation district and two months in the
case of either a landmark or landmark site.

(4)

If the commission votes to recommend to the city the designation of a proposed
resource, it shall promptly forward to the city its recommendation, in writing,
together with an accompanying file.

(5)

The commission's recommendation to the city for designation of a preservation
district shall be accompanied by:
a.

A map of the preservation district that clearly delineates the boundaries;

b.

A verbal boundary description and justification;

c.

A written statement of significance for the proposed preservation district;
and

d.

Approval of site plans by the city engineer.

(6)

After the nomination of a resource to the commission for possible local
designations, the resource shall be fully protected by the provisions of this
chapter for a period of six months, as if it were already designated.

(7)

With the adoption of this chapter, any property designated under a previous city
ordinance shall remain designated.

(8)

After June 11, 1991, no preservation district shall be designated until the state
department of archives and history, acting through such agent or employee as
may be designated by its director, shall have made an analysis of, and
recommendations concerning, the proposed district boundaries. Failure of the
department to submit its analysis and recommendations to the city, within 60
days after a written request for such analysis has been mailed to it, shall
constitute approval. The city may at any time thereafter take any necessary
action to adopt or amend its ordinance.

(9)

After June 11, 1991, no preservation district shall be designated until the National
Park Service, Department of the Interior, acting through such agent or employee
as may be designated by its director, shall have made an analysis of, and
recommendations concerning, the proposed district boundaries. Failure of the
National Park Service to submit its analysis and recommendations to the city
within 60 days after a written request for such analysis has been mailed to it shall
constitute approval. The city may at any time thereafter take any necessary
action to adopt or amend its ordinance.

(10)

If a proposed ordinance is to designate a landmark or landmark site, it may be
presented to the city with a recommendation that it be adopted without
submission to the state department of archives and history or the National Park
Service, Department of the Interior.

(11)

The city shall conduct a public hearing to discuss the proposed designation and
boundaries thereof. A notice of the hearing shall be advertised and published
once a week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper published in the
county. The first publication shall be made not less than 21 days prior to the date
fixed for the public hearing, and the last publication shall be made not more than
seven days prior to such date.

(12)

Within 60 calendar days after the public hearing held in connection herewith, the
city shall adopt the ordinance as proposed, reject it entirely, or adopt the
ordinance with modifications. Failure to act shall constitute rejection.

(13)

Furthermore, the commission shall notify, as soon as is reasonably possible, the
appropriate state, county, and municipal agencies of the official designation of all
landmarks, landmark sites and preservation districts. An updated list and map
shall be maintained by such agencies and made available to the public.

(14)

Previously designated properties may have their designations removed only by
following the procedures for designation as those set forth in this chapter.

(15)

In reviewing proposals for new buildings or for alterations to existing buildings
within 300 feet of the property line of a designated landmark building outside a
historic district, the commission shall consider only those aspects of building and
site design which directly affect the designated landmark building and its site. If
either the staff or commission finds that a proposal for a new building or
alteration of an existing building within 300 feet of a designated landmark building
does not directly affect the landmark building, the commission shall relinquish its
review authority over the proposal.

(Code 1969, § 23-56; Ord. No. 1994-1, § 1, 2-22-94; Ord. No. 1995-2, § 3, 1-10-95)
Sec. 102-5. Certificates of appropriateness—Required; approval or denial by
commission; expiration; issuance generally.
No exterior feature of any resource shall be altered, relocated, or demolished until after
an application for a certificate of appropriateness of such work has been approved by the
commission. Likewise, no construction which affects a resource shall be undertaken without a
certificate of appropriateness. Therefore:
(1)

The commission shall serve as a review body with the power to approve and
deny applications for certificates of appropriateness.

(2)

In approving and denying applications for certificates of appropriateness the
commission shall seek to accomplish the purposes of this chapter.

(3)

A certificate of appropriateness shall not be required for work deemed by the
commission to be ordinary maintenance or repair of any resource.

(4)

All decisions of the commission shall be in writing and shall state the findings of
the commission, its recommendations, and the reasons therefor.

(5)

A certificate of appropriateness shall, unless otherwise specified by the
commission, expire 24 months after its issuance, except that a certificate shall
expire if work has not begun within six months of its issuance. When a certificate
has expired, an applicant may seek a new certificate.

(6)

Twelve months after denial of an application for a certificate of appropriateness,
the application may be resubmitted without change. A changed application may
be resubmitted at any time.

(7)

Certificates of appropriateness may be issued for distinct and separate phases of
an ongoing project.

(Code 1969, § 23-57)
Sec. 102-6. Same—Specific criteria for issuance.
The commission and the city shall use the following criteria in granting or denying
certificates of appropriateness:
(1)

General factors. General factors are as follows:
a.

Architectural design of existing building, structure, or appurtenance and
proposed alteration;

b.

Historical significance of the resource;

(2)

(3)

(4)

c.

General appearance of the resource;

d.

Condition of the resource;

e.

Materials composing the resource;

f.

Size of the resource; and

g.

The relationship of the factors listed in this subsection to, and their effect
upon the immediate surroundings and, if within a preservation district,
upon the district as a whole and its architectural and historical character
and integrity.

New construction. Criteria for new construction shall be as follows:
a.

In advance of new construction, steps shall be taken to ensure evaluation
of possible archaeological resources, as set forth in the Antiquities Law of
Mississippi (MCA 1972, § 39-7-1 et seq.).

b.

The following aspects of new construction shall be visually compatible
with the buildings and environment with which the new construction is
visually related including, but not limited to: the height, the gross volume,
the proportion between width and height of the facades, the proportions
and relationship between doors and windows, the rhythm of solids to
voids created by openings in the facade, the materials, the textures, the
colors, the patterns, the trims, and the design of the roof.

c.

Existing rhythm created by existing building masses and spaces between
them shall be preserved.

d.

The landscape plan shall be compatible with the resource, and it shall be
visually compatible with the environment with which it is visually related.
Landscaping shall also not prove detrimental to the fabric of a resource or
adjacent public or private improvements like sidewalks and walls.

e.

No specific architectural style shall be required.

Exterior alteration. Exterior alteration criteria shall be as follows:
a.

All exterior alterations to a building, structure, object, site, or landscape
feature shall be compatible with the resource itself and other resources
with which it is related, as is provided in subsections (1) and (2) of this
section, and the original design of a building, structure, object, or
landscape feature shall be considered in applying these standards.

b.

Exterior alterations shall not affect the architectural character or historic
quality of a landmark and shall not destroy the significance of landmark
sites.

Demolition. Criteria for demolition shall be as follows:
a.

The individual architectural, cultural, and/or historical significance of the
resource.

b.

The importance or contribution of the resource to the architectural
character of the district and, where appropriate, the damaging impact of
the resource on the architectural character of the district.

c.

The importance or contribution of the resource to neighboring property
values and, where appropriate, the damaging impact of the resource on
neighboring property values.

d.

The commission shall consider the difficulty or impossibility of
reproducing such a resource because of its texture, design, material, or
detail.

e.

Following recommendation for approval of demolition, the applicant must
seek approval of plans for the property, as set forth in subsection (2) of
this section, prior to receiving a demolition permit and other permits.
When such plans contemplate new construction, the applicant shall
provide the commission with plans for this purpose, which shall include,
but shall not be restricted to, project concept, preliminary elevations and
site plans, and completed working drawings for at least the foundation
plan which will enable the applicant to receive a permit for foundation
construction.

f.

Applicants that have received a recommendation for demolition shall be
permitted to receive such demolition permit without additional commission
action on demolition, following the commission's recommendation of a
permit for new construction. Permits for demolition and construction shall
be issued simultaneously if requirements of subsection (2) of this section,
are met, and the applicant provides financial proof of his or her ability to
complete the project.

g.

When the commission recommends approval of demolition of a resource,
a permit shall not be issued until all plans for the site have received
approval from all appropriate city boards, commissions, departments, and
agencies.

(Code 1969, § 23-58)
Sec. 102-7. Same—Procedures for issuance.
(a)

Filing of application; notification of building official. Whenever any application for
a certificate of appropriateness is filed with the commission, the commission shall
immediately notify the city building official that the application has been filed.
Similarly, whenever the city building official becomes aware that an application
has been filed for a permit affecting a property under the jurisdiction of the
preservation commission, the city building official shall immediately notify the
commission chairman, or vice-chairman if the chairman is unavailable, that such
an application has been filed.

(b)

Authority of commission to determine completeness of application. The
commission shall have the authority to determine when a filed application is
complete and contains all required information. An application deemed
incomplete by the commission shall not be considered to have been filed for the
purposes of this article. The commission shall develop standard application
forms, and its written guidelines shall specify what information an applicant shall
attach to each form.

(c)

Schedule of commission meetings. The chairman or vice-chairman of the
commission shall establish a regular schedule for the hearings of the
commission. Two hearings shall be scheduled for each month.

(d)

Preliminary conference. The applicant shall, upon request, have the right to a
preliminary conference with a member of the commission or of the commission
staff for the purpose of learning whether changes or adjustments to the
application could make it more consistent with the commission's standards.

(e)

Notice from commission to applicant and commission members. Not later than
six days before the set date for the hearing, the city shall notify by mail the bona
fide property owners within 160 feet of the property that is subject to the
application. Such notification to adjacent property owners shall be required for
applications for certificate of appropriateness affecting a designated landmark
property or property under the commission's review authority, including but not
limited to all new construction, additions, demolition and significant alterations.

(f)

Notice of hearing to be published. Notice of the time and place of a scheduled
public hearing on an application shall be given by publication one (1) time in a
newspaper having general circulation in the city at least four (4) days before such
hearing and by posting such notice on the bulletin board in the lobby of city hall.

(g)

Presentation of relevant information; rules of procedure. At the scheduled public
hearing, the applicant for a certificate of appropriateness shall have the right to
present any relevant information pertaining to the application. Likewise, the city,
the commission and its staff and members of the public shall have the right to
present any additional relevant information pertaining to the application. The
commission shall adopt rules of procedure specifying in detail how a public
hearing shall be conducted, and when comments and information from different
sources shall be heard.

(h)

Right of commission to recommend changes and modifications. The commission
at either a preliminary conference or at a public hearing shall have the right to
recommend changes and modifications to enable the applicant to meet the
requirements of the commission. If the commission chooses to do this at a
preliminary conference after an application for a certificate of appropriateness
has been filed, then the time during which the commission must render its
decision, a set in subsections (i) and (j) of this section, shall be extended by 30
days in order to permit the applicant to prepare any new drawings or other
submissions which prove necessary.

(i)

Approval, denial or deferment; notice in writing. Within not more than 45 days
after the hearing of an application, the commission shall act upon it, approving,
denying or, only upon the request of the applicant, deferring action until the next
meeting of the commission, giving consideration to the factors set forth in section
102-6. Evidence of approval of the application shall be by certificate of
appropriateness issued by the commission and, whatever its decision, notice in
writing shall be given to the applicant and the city building official.

(j)

Failure to reach decision constitutes approval; exception. Failure by the
commission to reach and render a decision within 60 days of the date of filing of
the application with the commission shall be taken to constitute approval of the
application by the commission, unless an applicant has requested that the
commission delay its decision beyond the 60-day period otherwise required.

(k)

Two-thirds majority required for national historic landmark status. In all cases of
applications affecting national historic landmarks, at least two-thirds of the
members of the commission must approve a certificate of appropriateness in
order for it to be granted.

(l)

Issuance not to relieve applicant from other requirements. The issuance of a
certificate of appropriateness shall not relieve an applicant for a companion
building permit, special use permit, variance or other authorization from
compliance with any other requirement or provision of the laws of the city
concerning zoning, construction, repair or demolition. In all such cases,
applicants are encouraged to apply first for a certificate of appropriateness as
other city agencies will be advised by the preservation commission in making
their subsequent decisions.

(m)

Certificate required prior to issuance of building permit affecting resource. No
building permit which affects a resource shall be issued by the city official prior to
the issuance of a certificate of appropriateness by the commission. Even if a
building permit is not otherwise required by city ordinances for construction,
alteration, demolition or relocation of any resource, a certificate of
appropriateness from the commission is required.

(Code 1969, § 23-59; Ord. No. 1996-3, § 1, 2-13-96)
Sec. 102-8. Unreasonable economic hardship.
(a)

When a claim of unreasonable economic hardship is made due to the effect of
this chapter, the owner of record must present evidence sufficient to prove that
as a result of the preservation commission's action he or she is unable to obtain
a reasonable return or a reasonable beneficial use. The owner of record shall
submit by affidavit to the commission for its review information which shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:
(1)

Date the property was acquired by its current owner;

(2)

Price paid for the property, if acquired by purchase, and the relationship,
if any, between the buyer and the seller of the property;

(3)

Mortgage history of the property, including current mortgage;

(4)

Current market value of the property;

(5)

Equity in the property;

(6)

Past and current income and expense statements for a two-year period;

(7)

Past capital expenditures during ownership of current owner;

(8)

Appraisals of the property obtained within the previous two years; and

(9)

Income and property tax factors affecting the property.

(b)

The preservation commission may require that an applicant furnish additional
information relevant to its determination of unreasonable economic hardship.

(c)

The preservation commission may receive and consider studies and economic
analyses from other city agencies and from private organizations relating to the
property in question.

(d)

Should the commission determine that the owner's present return is not
reasonable, it must consider whether there are other uses currently allowed that
would provide a reasonable return and whether such a return could be obtained
through investment in the property for rehabilitation purposes.

(e)

Should the applicant satisfy the commission that he or she will suffer an
unreasonable economic hardship if a certificate of appropriateness is not
approved, such certificate must be approved.

(Code 1969, § 23-60)
Sec. 102-9. Appeals.
(a)

Appeal. The applicant who desires to appeal a decision by the preservation
commission shall file an appeal as provided hereinafter within 15 days after
determination of the issue by the commission. Such appeal shall be taken by
filing with the city clerk a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. The city
clerk shall obtain from the city planner all papers constituting the record upon
which the action appealed was taken, and shall forthwith transmit the same to the
proper court as provided hereinafter. An appeal stays all proceedings in
furtherance of the action appealed from.

(b)

Court. All appeals shall be made directly to and heard by the chancery court of
the county as provided in MCA 1972 § 39-13-19 (Rev. 2007).

(c)

Procedure for appeal. The issue on appeal before the chancery court of the
county shall be tried solely on the question whether the commission has acted
beyond the limits of is powers or abused its discretion.

(Code 1969, § 23-61; Ord. No. 2005-05, § 1, 9-26-05; Ord. No. 2012-1, § 1, 8-14-12)
Sec. 102-10. Minimum maintenance requirements.
In order to ensure the protective maintenance of resources, the exterior features of such
properties shall be maintained to meet the requirements of the city's minimum housing code and
the city's building code.
(Code 1969, § 23-62)
Sec. 102-11. Demolition by neglect.
(a)

Any resource which is a landmark and all resources within a preservation district
shall be preserved by the owner or such other person as may have the legal
custody or control thereof against decay and deterioration and free from
unreasonable structural defects. The owner or other person having legal custody
and control thereof shall repair such resource if it is found to have one or more of
the following defects:
(1)

Deterioration to the extent that it creates or permits a hazardous or
unsafe condition as determined by the city's building official.

(2)

Deterioration, as determined by the building official, of a building
characterized by one or more of the following:

(b)

(c)

a.

Those buildings which have parts thereof which are so attached
that they may fall and injure persons or property;

b.

Deteriorated or inadequate foundations;

c.

Defective or deteriorated floor supports or floor supports
insufficient to carry imposed loads with safety;

d.

Members of walls or other vertical supports that split, lean, list or
buckle due to defective material, workmanship or deterioration;

e.

Members of walls or other vertical supports that are insufficient to
carry imposed loads with safety;

f.

Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, or other
horizontal members which sag, split or buckle due to defective
material, workmanship or deterioration;

g.

Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, or other
horizontal members that are insufficient to carry imposed loads
with safety;

h.

Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge or settle due to defective
material, workmanship or deterioration; or

i.

Any fault, defect or condition in the building which renders the
same structurally unsafe or not properly watertight.

If the commission makes a preliminary determination that a resource is being
demolished or deteriorated by neglect, it shall direct the city building official to
notify the owner or owners of the resource of this preliminary determination,
stating the reasons therefor, and shall give the owner of record 30 days from the
date of mailing of such notice or the posting thereof on the property, whichever
comes later, to commence work to correct the specific defects as determined by
the commission. Such notice shall be given as follows:
(1)

By certified mail, restricted delivery, mailed to the last known address of
the record owner or owners as listed on the city and/or county tax rolls; or

(2)

If the mailing procedure in subsection (1) is not successful, notice shall be
posted in a conspicuous, protected place on the resource.

If the owner fails to commence work within the time allotted as evidenced by a
building permit, the commission shall notify the owner in the manner provided in
subsection (b) of this section to appear at a public hearing before the commission
at a date, time and place to be specified in such notice, which shall be mailed or
posted at least 30 days before such hearing. For the purpose of insuring lawful
notice, a hearing may be continued to a new date and time. The commission
shall receive evidence on the issue of whether the subject resource should be
repaired, and the owner may present evidence in rebuttal thereto. If, after such
hearing, the commission shall determine that the resource is being demolished or
deteriorated by neglect, it may direct the city building official to bring
misdemeanor charges against the owner if the necessary repairs are not
completed within 90 days of the determination by the commission that the subject
building or structure is being demolished or deteriorated by neglect.

(Code 1969, § 23-63; Ord. No. 1995-2, § 4, 1-10-95)
Sec. 102-12. Public safety exclusion.
None of the provisions of this chapter shall be construed to prevent any action of
construction, alteration, or demolition necessary to correct or abate the unsafe or dangerous
condition of any resource, or part thereof, where such condition has been declared unsafe or
dangerous by the city building official or the fire department and where the proposed actions
have been declared necessary by such authorities to correct the condition; provided, however,
that only such work as is necessary to correct the unsafe or dangerous condition may be
performed pursuant to this section. If any resource designated as a landmark or located within a
preservation district, shall be damaged by fire or other calamity to such an extent that it cannot
be repaired and restored, it may be removed in conformity with normal permit procedures and
applicable laws, provided that:
(1)

The city building official concurs with the property owner that the resource cannot
be repaired and restored and so notifies the commission in writing.

(2)

The preservation commission, if in doubt after receiving such notification from the
city building official, shall be allowed time to seek outside professional expertise
from the state historic preservation office and/or an independent structural
engineer before issuing a certificate of appropriateness for the demolition. The
commission may indicate in writing by letter to the city building official that it will
require a time period of up to 30 days for this purpose, and, upon such
notification to the city building official, this section shall be suspended until the
expiration of such a delay period.

(Code 1969, § 23-64)
Sec. 102-13. Appropriations.
The city is authorized to make appropriations to the commission necessary for the
expenses of the operation of the commission and may make additional amounts available as
necessary for the acquisition, restoration, preservation, operation, and management of historic
properties.
(Code 1969, § 23-66)
Sec. 102-14. Title to property acquired by city.
All property acquired by funds appropriated by the city shall be acquired in the name of
the city unless otherwise provided by the city.
(Code 1969, § 23-67)
Sec. 102-15. Nonrestrictive clause.
(a)

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the regulation or acquisition
of property, improved or unimproved, by the state or any of its political
subdivisions, agencies, or instrumentalities or by the United States of America or
any of its political subdivisions, agencies, or instrumentalities.

(b)

Furthermore, the city hereby acknowledges that the Antiquities Law of
Mississippi (MCA 1972, § 39-7-1 et seq.), provides for the sensitive treatment of
publicly owned property, improved or unimproved, shown to possess certain
architectural, historical, or archaeological significance, which are designated by
the board of trustees of the state department of archives and history as state
landmarks. Whenever the city proposes to rehabilitate, alter, or enlarge a state
landmark (or proposes similar actions which would affect a state landmark), the
city shall submit its plans to the state department of archives and history for
review and compliance.

(Code 1969, § 23-68)
Secs. 102-16—102-35. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. NATCHEZ PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Sec. 102-36.

Establishment and composition.

Sec. 102-37.

Powers.

Sec. 102-38.

Rules of procedure.
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Sec. 102-36. Establishment and composition.
(a)

By virtue of MCA 1972, § 39-13-5, as amended, the city is authorized to establish
a preservation commission to preserve, promote, and develop the city's historical
resources and to advise the city on the designation of preservation districts,
landmarks, and landmark sites and to perform such other functions as may be
provided by law.

(b)

There is hereby created the preservation commission.

(c)

All members of the commission are appointed by the mayor and board of
aldermen and shall serve at the will and pleasure of the mayor and board of
aldermen. The commission shall consist of nine members resident in the city
unless the state enabling legislation is amended to allow for a smaller
commission, at which time the city may choose to decrease the size of the
commission in conformity with state law. All commission members shall have a
demonstrated knowledge of or interest, competence, or expertise in historic
preservation. To the extent available in the community, the city shall appoint
professional members from the disciplines of architecture, history, architectural
history, or archaeology or from additional disciplines such as urban planning,
American studies, American civilization, cultural geography, cultural
anthropology, interior design, law, and related fields. In conformity with the "State
of Mississippi, Guidelines and Regulations for the Certified Local Government
Program," the city shall document a good faith effort to locate professionals to
serve on the commission before appointing lay members. The commission shall
also seek the advice, as needed, of professionals not serving on the commission
as follows:

(1)

The city shall publish at least one notice in a newspaper in its jurisdiction
to solicit responses from citizens who are professionals in the related
fields of historic preservation and who are interested in serving on the
commission. The city may contact known professionals and interested lay
persons and invite submission of their qualifications in written resume
form.

(2)

The city shall provide three weeks (15 working days) for responses.
Respondents shall submit, in written resume form, information concerning
their demonstrated interest, competence, knowledge, or expertise. Such
information shall include, but is not limited to, educational and
professional background, membership in appropriate preservation
organizations, subscriptions to suitable professional publications,
volunteer work, attendance at workshops and seminars, and other
relevant experience.

(3)

When the city has collected adequate information concerning the
potential appointees to the commission, it shall decide, with the
assistance of the state historic preservation office, if desired, which
candidates can be considered professionals and which are most qualified
for appointment to the commission.

(Code 1969, § 23-53)
Sec. 102-37. Powers.
In order to preserve, promote, and develop the distinctive appearance and the historic
resources of the city and to accomplish the purposes set forth in MCA 1972, § 39-13-1 et seq.,
and in this article:
(1)

The commission shall conduct or cause to be conducted a continuing study and
survey of resources within the city. This work may be carried out through or in
conjunction with national, state, or local government agencies, suitable
preservation organization, and consultants to the city.

(2)

The commission shall recommend to the city the adoption of ordinances
designating preservation districts, landmarks, and landmark sites.

(3)

As buildings, structures, objects, sites, and historic districts within the jurisdiction
of the city are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, or are officially
determined eligible for such listing in writing by the state historic preservation
office, they shall automatically come under the jurisdiction of this article for a
six-month period so that their designation can be considered. During this period,
such properties shall be subject to all provisions of this article otherwise
applicable to resources. The commission, as appropriate, shall promptly notify
the owners of such properties, in writing or by newspaper publication or other
suitable public notice, that this provision has become applicable to them.

(4)

The commission may recommend that the city recognize subdistricts within any
preservation district, in order that the commission may adopt specific guidelines
for the regulation of properties within such a subdistrict.

(5)

The commission shall review applications proposing construction, alteration,
demolition, or relocation of any resource.

(6)

The commission shall grant or deny certificates of appropriateness, and may
grant certificates of appropriateness contingent upon the acceptance by the
applicant of specified conditions. After the adoption of written guidelines
approved by the city, the commission may condition its approval of a certificate of
appropriateness on the posting of a performance bond by an applicant in order to
guarantee the applicant's financial ability to complete the project as proposed.

(7)

The commission shall not consider interior arrangements of buildings and
structures except that it shall advise the state department of archives and history
on questions relating to the interiors of publicly owned resources.

(8)

The commission, subject to the requirements of the city, is authorized to apply
for, receive, hold, and spend funds from private and public sources, in addition to
appropriations made by the city for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of
this article.

(9)

The commission is authorized to employ such staff or contract with technical
experts or other persons as may be required for the performance of its duties and
to obtain the equipment, supplies, and other materials necessary for its effective
operation, all subject to approval by the city.

(10)

The commission is authorized, solely in the performance of its official duties and
only at reasonable times, to enter upon private land for the examination or survey
thereof. No member, employee, or agent of the commission shall enter any
private dwelling or structure without the express consent of the owner of record
or occupant thereof.

(Code 1969, § 23-54)
Sec. 102-38. Rules of procedure.
To fulfill the purposes of this article and carry out the provisions contained therein:
(1)

A majority of the members of the commission must vote in agreement to
constitute any valid action of the commission.

(2)

The commission annually shall elect from its membership a chairman and
vice-chairman. It shall select a secretary from its membership or its staff. If
neither the chairman nor the vice-chairman attends a particular meeting, the
remaining members shall select an acting chairman from the members in
attendance at such meeting. The commission shall annually elect one member to
be responsible for signing affidavits to initiate actions by the city prosecuting
attorney in situations where neither chairman, vice-chairman nor secretary is
available to sign such an affidavit.

(3)

The commission shall develop and adopt rules of procedure which shall govern
the conduct of its business, subject to the approval of the city. Such rules of
procedure shall be a matter of public record.

(4)

The commission shall develop design review guidelines for determining
appropriateness as generally set forth in section 102-5. Such criteria shall insofar
as possible be consistent with local, state, and federal guidelines and
regulations, including, but not limited to, building safety and fire codes and the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards For Rehabilitation.

(5)

The commission shall keep minutes and records of all meetings and proceedings
including voting records, attendance, resolutions, findings, determinations,
decisions and other official actions such as signing affidavits to initiate civil or
criminal prosecutions for actions taken in violation of this chapter or violations of
certificates of appropriateness granted pursuant to the ordinance. All such
material shall be a matter of public record.

(6)

The commission shall establish its own regular meeting time; however, the first
meeting shall be held within 30 days of the adoption of the ordinance from which
this section is derived and regular meetings shall be scheduled at least once
every three months. The chairman or any two members may call a special
meeting to consider an urgent matter.

(Code 1969, § 23-55; Ord. No. 1995-2, § 2, 1-10-95)

Chapters 103—105 RESERVED
Chapter 106 MANUFACTURED HOMES AND TRAILERS
(RESERVED)
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Chapters 107—109 RESERVED
Chapter 110 PLANNING

lxxv[1]

Sec. 110-1.

Definitions.

Sec. 110-2.

Fee for rezoning and variance requests.

Sec. 110-3.

Planning area.

Sec. 110-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Commission means the Natchez Metropolitan Planning Commission of Adams County,
Mississippi.
(Code 1969, § 23-13)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 110-2. Fee for rezoning and variance requests.
Any person who shall make an application to the city or any commission or agency
thereof whereby a request is made for rezoning any land or property within the city or for a
variance and/or exception to the zoning ordinance of the city, shall pay at the time of making
such request or application a fee as determined by the mayor and board of aldermen from time
to time to cover the expenses incurred in processing such application. No application for

rezoning, variance and/or exception shall be accepted by the city or any of its commissions or
agencies unless such fee shall be paid at the time of such application.
(Code 1969, § 23-1)
Sec. 110-3. Planning area.
The planning area shall consist of all territory within the city and certain adjacent territory
of the county as shown on the map thereof filed in the office of the commission.
(Code 1969, § 23-2)

Chapters 111—113 RESERVED
Chapter 114 SECONDHAND DEALERS
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Secs. 114-1—114-25.

Reserved.

Secs. 114-1—114-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. JUNK DEALERS

lxxvii[2]

Sec. 114-26.

Definitions.

Sec. 114-27.

Article inapplicability to certain merchants.

Sec. 114-28.

Recordkeeping.

Sec. 114-29.

Exhibition of junk and records.

Sec. 114-30.

Junk not to be sold or disposed of for 48 hours.

Sec. 114-31.

List of daily transactions.

Secs. 114-32—114-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 114-26. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Junk means and includes scrap iron, or scrap tin, crude or finished brass or any brass
metal of value, or scrap brass, scrap copper, lead or zinc, and all odds and ends, and all other
scrap metals and their alloys, bones, rags, cloth, rubber, rope, tin foil, bottles, damaged cotton,
mechanical and garden tools, utensils, fixtures, electrical appliances and supplies, gas fittings,
pipes and supplies, water fittings, pipes and supplies, lawn hose, harness and the odds and

ends of any of such, old or new aluminum parts used in the construction of automobiles, old or
new automobile casings, tubing, carburetors of automobiles, or gasoline engines.
(Code 1969, § 15-1)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Definitions, MCA 1972, § 49-25-5.
Sec. 114-27. Article inapplicability to certain merchants.
The provisions of this article shall not be construed to apply to a bona fide merchant
dealing in hardware, or any other person conducting a bona fide business in mechanical and
garden tools, household utensils, fixtures, electrical appliances and supplies, gas fittings, pipes
and supplies, water fittings, pipes and supplies, lawn hose, harness, aluminum parts used in the
construction of automobiles, tubing and carburetors.
(Code 1969, § 15-2)
Sec. 114-28. Recordkeeping.
Every person who buys, sells, trades in or stores, receives in pledge or deposits junk, or
who is a keeper of a junk shop, junkyard or junk wagon shall keep at his or her place of
business a substantial well-bound book, in which he or she shall enter a minute description of all
junk purchased by him or her each day, showing the date of the purchase, the name and
residence or place of business of the person from whom such purchase was made, and
particular mention of the age, complexion and race of the person selling the junk, and shall
record any prominent or descriptive marks that may be visible on the junk and person. All
entries made in such book shall be made in ink and shall be neat and clean.
(Code 1969, § 15-3)
Sec. 114-29. Exhibition of junk and records.
Every person so buying, selling, trading in, storing, receiving in pledge or deposit any
junk shall, during the ordinary hours of business, when required by the chief of police, or any
police officer or licensed inspector of the city submit and exhibit such book to the inspection of
such officers, and shall also exhibit such goods or personal property to any of such officers
when requested to do so. Junk dealers shall also keep and preserve all written statements, and
shall submit and exhibit the written statements for inspection, when requested to do so by such
officers.
(Code 1969, § 15-4)
Sec. 114-30. Junk not to be sold or disposed of for 48 hours.
No keeper of a junk shop, junkyard or junk wagon shall expose for sale or sell or dispose
of any article or break up, alter or melt up any article within 48 hours from the time of purchasing
the same, nor until the same shall have been on the premises wherein the same is offered,
exposed or sold at least 48 hours.
(Code 1969, § 15-5)

Sec. 114-31. List of daily transactions.
Every person who buys, sells, trades in or stores, receives in pledge or deposits junk, or
who is a keeper of a junk shop, junkyard or wagon within the city shall furnish to the chief of
police each day a full and true account, list and statement of his or her dealings of the previous
day in junk, except that transactions and dealings on Saturdays may be furnished on the
following Monday, and a true and correct copy of such dealings and transactions and a true and
correct copy of the entries made by such dealer, trader or receiver in pledge or deposit of such
junk, or keeper of a junk wagon, junkyard or junk shop. Such lists or description, so furnished,
shall contain a minute description of all junk. Such list shall further include the name and
address of the place of residence or business of such person from whom the junk was
purchased by such junk dealer or person purchasing or obtaining such junk, the date on which
the junk was purchased and the hour and minute of the day, and particular mention shall be
made of the age, complexion and race of the person selling the same, as well as any prominent
or descriptive marks that may be visible on such property purchased or obtained or any
prominent or descriptive marks or defects on the person making the sale of such property or
delivery thereof.
(Code 1969, § 15-6)
Secs. 114-32—114-50. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. USED MOTOR VEHICLES
Secs. 114-51—114-70.
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Reserved.

Secs. 114-51—114-70. Reserved.

Chapters 115—117 RESERVED
Chapter 118 SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 118-1.

Definitions.

Sec. 118-2.

Purpose and intent of chapter.

Sec. 118-3.

Violation of chapter.

Sec. 118-4.

Penalty for violation of chapter.

Sec. 118-5.

Inspection of premises.

Secs. 118-6—118-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 118-1. Definitions.
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The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Administrator means the person designated by the mayor and board of aldermen to
enforce and administer this chapter.
Adult arcade means any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein
coin-operated or slug-operated or electronically, or mechanically controlled still or motion picture
machines, projectors, or other image-producing devices are maintained to show images to five
or fewer persons per machine at any time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished
or characterized by the depicting or describing of specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas.
Adult bookstore or adult video means a commercial establishment which, as one of its
principal purposes, offers for sale or rental for any form of consideration any one or more of the
following:
(1)

Books, magazines, periodicals, or other printed matter, or photographs, films,
motion pictures, videocassettes, or video reproductions, slides or other visual
representations which depict or describe specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas; or

(2)

Instruments, devices or paraphernalia which are designed for use in connection
with specified sexual activities.

For purposes of this definition, the expression "principal business purposes" means the
utilization of ten percent of the establishment's public floor space for display of the items noted
in subsections (1) and (2) of this definition.
Adult cabaret means a nightclub, bar, restaurant, or similar establishment which
regularly features persons who appear in a state of seminudity, including those providing live
performances.
Adult motion picture theater means a commercial establishment where, for any form of
consideration, films, motion pictures, videocassette, slides, or similar photographic
reproductions are regularly shown to six or more persons, which are characterized by the
depiction of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.
Adult theater means a theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial
establishment which regularly features persons who appear in a state of nudity or live
performances which are characterized by the exposure of specified anatomical areas or by
specified sexual activities.
Brown bag establishment means an unlicensed establishment that allows consumption
of alcoholic beverages, light wine, and/or beer on the premises and where dancing may or may
not be provided.
Establishment means and includes any of the following:
(1)

The opening or commencement of any sexually oriented business as a new
business;

(2)

The conversion of an existing business, whether or not a sexually oriented
business, to any sexually oriented business;

(3)

The addition of any sexually oriented business to any other existing sexually
oriented business; or

(4)

The relocation of any sexually oriented business.

Licensed daycare means a facility licensed by the state, whether situated within the city
or not, that provides care, training, education, custody, treatment, or supervision for more than
12 children under 14 years of age, where such children are not related by blood, marriage, or
adoption to the owner or operator of the facility, for less than 24 hours a day, regardless of
whether or not the facility is operated for a profit or charges for the services it offers.
Licensee means a person in whose name a license to operate a sexually oriented
business has been issued, as well as the individual listed as an applicant for a license.
Nudity or state of nudity means the showing of:
(1)

Human male or female genitals or pubic area with less than a fully opaque
covering.

(2)

Any portion of the anal cleft or cleavage of the male or female buttocks. Attire
that is insufficient to comply with this requirement includes, but is not limited to,
G-strings, T-backs, thongs, and any other clothing or covering that does not
completely and opaquely cover the anal cleft or cleavage of the male or female
buttocks.

(3)

The portion of the human female breast directly or laterally below a point
immediately above the top of the areola with less than a fully opaque covering.
This definition shall include the entire lower portion of the breast but shall not
include any portion of the cleavage of the human female breast exhibited by a
dress, blouse, shirt, leotard, bathing suit, or clothing, provided the areola is not
exposed.

Person means an individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or
other legal entity.
Premises means land or real property, including buildings, parking lots, driveways or
other areas used as the principal or ancillary areas for the carryings on or promotion of a
sexually oriented business.
Seminude means a state of dress in which clothing covers no more than those areas
defined under nudity.
Sexual encounter center means a business or commercial enterprise that, as one of its
principle business purposes, offers for any form of consideration:
(1)

Physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the
opposite sex; or

(2)

Activities between male and female persons and/or persons of the same sex
when one or more of the persons is in a state of nudity or seminude.

Sexually oriented business means an adult arcade, adult bookstore, or adult video store,
adult cabaret, adult motion picture theater, adult theater, or sexual encounter center.
Specified anatomical areas means and includes any of the following: less than fully or
opaquely covered human male or female:
(1)

Genitals or pubic area.

(2)

Any portion of the anal cleft or cleavage of the buttocks or anus.

(3)

That portion of the human female breast encompassed within an area falling
below the horizontal line one would have to draw to intersect a point immediately
above the top of the areola. This definition shall include the entire lower portion of
the breast.

(4)

Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state even if completely and
opaquely covered.

Notwithstanding any language or definitions used in this section, this definition does not permit
any acts or displays which violate the obscenity statutes or any other laws in the state.
Specified sexual activities means and includes any of the following:
(1)

The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks,
anus, or female breasts.

(2)

Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral
copulation, flagellation, masochism, bestiality, or sodomy.

(3)

Masturbation, actual or simulated.

(4)

Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal.

(5)

Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth
in subsections (1) through (4) of this definition.

Substantial enlargement (of a sexually oriented business) means the increase in floor
area occupied by the business by more than 25 percent, as the floor area exists on the effective
date of this article.
Transfer of ownership or control (of a sexually oriented business) means and includes
any of the following:
(1)

The sale, lease, or sublease of the business;

(2)

The transfer of securities which constitute a controlling interest in the business,
whether by sale, exchange, or similar means; or

(3)

The establishment of a trust, gift, or other similar legal device which transfers the
ownership or control of the business, except for transfer by bequest or other
operation of law upon the death of the person possessing the ownership or
control.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.1.1), 7-12-94)
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 118-2. Purpose and intent of chapter.
It is the purpose of this chapter to regulate sexually oriented businesses so as to
promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the citizens of the city and to
establish reasonable and uniform regulations to prevent urban blight. The provisions of this
chapter have neither the purpose nor effect of imposing a limitation or restriction on the content
of any communicative materials, including sexually oriented materials. Similarly, it is not the
intent nor effect of this article to restrict or deny access by adults to sexually oriented materials

protected by the First Amendment, or to deny access by the distributors of sexually oriented
entertainment to their intended market.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.1.2), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-3. Violation of chapter.
A person who operates or causes to be operated a sexually oriented business without a
valid license or in violation of this chapter is subject to a suit for injunction as well as prosecution
for criminal violations.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.1.5), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-4. Penalty for violation of chapter.
Any person violating any section of this chapter, upon conviction, shall be punished by a
fine not to exceed $1,000.00 or be imprisoned not exceeding six months, or both.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.1.4), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-5. Inspection of premises.
(a)

An applicant or licensee shall permit representatives of the police department,
health department, fire department, and planning and inspection department to
inspect the premises of a sexually oriented business, for the purpose of insuring
compliance with the law, at any time it is occupied or open for business.

(b)

A person who operates a sexually oriented business or his or her agent or
employee commits an offense if he or she refuses to permit a lawful inspection of
the premises by a representative of the police department at any time it is
occupied or open for business.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.1.3), 7-12-94)
Secs. 118-6—118-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. LICENSE
Sec. 118-26.

Required; application.

Sec. 118-27.

Issuance.

Sec. 118-28.

Fee.

Sec. 118-29.

Transferability.

Sec. 118-30.

Expiration.

Sec. 118-31.

Suspension.

Sec. 118-32.

Administrative hearing procedure.

Sec. 118-33.

Revocation.

Sec. 118-34.

Appeal.

Sec. 118-35.

Judicial review.

Secs. 118-36—118-55.

Reserved.

Sec. 118-26. Required; application.
(a)

A person commits an offense if he or she operates a sexually oriented business
without a valid license issued by the city for the particular type of business.

(b)

An application for a license must be made on a form provided by the city. The
application must be accompanied by a sketch or diagram showing the
configuration of the premises, including a statement of total floor space occupied
by the business. The sketch or diagram need not be professionally prepared but
must be drawn to a designated scale or drawn with marked dimensions of the
interior of the premises to an accuracy of plus or minus six inches. Applicants
who must comply with section 118-57 shall submit a diagram meeting the
requirements of section 118-57.

(c)

The persons to be licensed must be qualified according to the provisions of this
chapter and the premises must also be inspected and found to be in compliance
with all laws and regulations of the health department, fire department and
building officials; i.e., must conform to plumbing codes, electrical codes,
Standard Building Code and other codes which are and will be adopted by the
city.

(d)

If a person who wishes to operate a sexually oriented business is a sole
proprietor, he or she must sign the application for a license as the applicant. If a
person who wishes to operate a sexually oriented business is other than a sole
proprietor, each person who has a 20 percent or greater interest in the business
must sign the application for a license as an applicant. Each applicant must sign
the application. For example, two persons who are partners, each owning 50
percent of the business, must both sign the application. Each shareholder of a
corporation who holds issued and outstanding stock must sign the application,
and any person required to sign an application must be qualified under section
118-27, and each applicant shall be considered a licensee if a license is granted.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.1), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-27. Issuance.
(a)

All inspections must be completed and the administrator must approve the
issuance of a license within 30 days after receipt of an application unless he or
she finds one or more of the following to be true:
(1)

An applicant is under 21 years of age.

(2)

An applicant or an applicant's spouse is delinquent in his or her payment
to the city of taxes, fees, fines, or penalties assessed against him or her
or imposed upon him or her in relation to a sexually oriented business.

(3)

An applicant has failed to provide information reasonably necessary for
issuance of the license or has falsely answered a question or request for
information on the application form.

(4)

The premises to be used for the sexually oriented business has not been
approved by the health department, fire department or the appropriate
building official as being in compliance with applicable laws and
ordinances.

(5)

The license fee required by this article has not been paid.

(6)

An applicant or the proposed establishment is in violation of or is not in
compliance with all sections of this chapter.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.2), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-28. Fee.
(a)

The annual license fee for a sexually oriented business is $1,500.00 per license.

(b)

The annual license fees collected under this article are declared to be regulatory
fees which are collected for the purpose of examination and periodic inspection
of the sexually oriented businesses by the appropriate departments or
authorities, in order to make sure the environment in the premises is sanitary.
These regulatory fees are in addition to and not in lieu of any taxes or fees
imposed by the city, county, or the state.

(c)

The fee schedule may be revised pursuant to a resolution adopted by the mayor
and board of aldermen when necessary to ensure the fees cover the costs of
administering and enforcing this chapter.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.3), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-29. Transferability.
A licensee shall not transfer his or her license to another, nor shall a licensee operate a
sexually oriented business under the authority of a license at any place other than the address
designated in the application.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.4), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-30. Expiration.
Each license shall expire one year from date of issuance and may be renewed only by
making application as provided in section 118-26. Application for renewal should be made at
least 30 days before the expiration date, and when made less than 30 days before the
expiration date, the expiration of the license will not be affected.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.5), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-31. Suspension.
The administrator may suspend a license for any period not to exceed 30 days if the
licensee or an employee of a licensee violates any provision of this chapter.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.6), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-32. Administrative hearing procedure.

(a)

(b)

Complaint; filing. Any citizen may file a written complaint to the administrator
alleging violations of this chapter or other applicable state laws. This procedure
will be used in suspension and revocation matters.
(1)

Detailing violations. The complaint will detail the violations and attest the
truth of the allegations.

(2)

Supporting documentation. The complaint will consist of enough
supporting documentation to allow the administrator to have a reasonable
belief that the violations have occurred.

Notification of licensee. The administrator will notify the licensee, by certified
mail, return receipt, or by notice served and attested by a police officer, that a
complaint has been received.
(1)

Contents. The notification will state the violation, the complainant's
identity, a summary of the alleged violation and the fact the administrator
finds there is reason to believe the violation occurred.

(2)

Time and place of hearing. The notification will set a time and date for an
administrative hearing.

(3)

Notification of licensee of legal opportunities. The notice will notify the
licensee of the opportunity to present evidence, witnesses, question
witnesses and be represented by an attorney or other representative.

(c)

Suspension or revocation by administrator by standard of substantial evidence. If
substantial evidence is presented to the administrator that the violation did occur,
the administrator can suspend the license for any period not to exceed 30 days
or revoke the license. Under the substantial evidence standard, all evidence is
competent and may be considered, regardless of its source and nature, if it is the
kind of evidence that a reasonable mind might accept as adequate to support a
conclusion.

(d)

Notification of licensee of administrator's decision. The licensee will be notified of
the administrator's decision by certified mail, return receipt, or by notice served
and attested by a police officer within three working days of the conclusion of the
hearing, as follows:

(e)

(1)

If the administrator's decision is for suspension, the notice will notify the
licensee of the dates and times of the suspension.

(2)

The licensee will be advised of the appeal procedure as stated in section
118-34.

Closing premises. Nothing in this chapter will restrain the chief of police or his or
her designee from closing the premises if there are immediate public safety
concerns.
(1)

The chief of police or his or her designee can use criminal, civil or
administrative methods to alleviate persistent public safety concerns.

(2)

If the concerns are administrative, the procedure of subsection (e)(1) of
this section will be followed; if the concerns are criminal or civil, applicable
procedures will be followed.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.6a), 7-12-94)

Sec. 118-33. Revocation.
(a)

The administrator shall revoke a license if a cause of suspension in section
118-31 occurs and the license has been suspended within the preceding 12
months.

(b)

The administrator may revoke a license if he or she determines that:
(1)

A licensee gave false or misleading information in the material submitted
to the administrator during the application process.

(2)

A licensee or an employee has knowingly allowed possession, use or
sale of controlled substances on the premises.

(3)

A licensee or an employee has knowingly allowed prostitution on the
premises.

(4)

A licensee or an employee knowingly operated the sexually oriented
business during a period of time when the licensee's license was
suspended.

(5)

A licensee or an employee has knowingly allowed any act of sexual
intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation, or masturbation to occur in or on the
licensed premises.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.7), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-34. Appeal.
(a)

If the administrator denies the issuance of a license, or suspends or revokes a
license, he or she shall send to the applicant or licensee, by certified mail, return
receipt requested, or served and attested by a police officer, written notice of his
or her action and the right to an appeal. The aggrieved party may appeal the
decision to the board of aldermen. The filing of an appeal stays the action of the
administrator in suspending or revoking a license until the permit and license
appeal is final.

(b)

The aggrieved party must file and perfect his, her or its written notice of appeal
within ten days from the receipt of notice of action from the administrator. If
notice of appeal is not given within ten days, any suspension or revocation shall
take effect at the end of the ten-day period.

(c)

The appeal will be set for a hearing before the mayor and board of aldermen at
its next regularly scheduled board meeting, and a final decision shall be rendered
at that time.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.8), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-35. Judicial review.
A party aggrieved by the decision of the mayor and board of aldermen may appeal the
decision to the county circuit court in accordance with MCA 1972, § 11-51-75.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.2.9), 7-12-94)

Secs. 118-36—118-55. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. STANDARDS AND PROHIBITIONS
Sec. 118-56.

Location.

Sec. 118-57.

Premises—Where live entertainment is featured.

Sec. 118-58.

Same—Where explicit films or videos are exhibited.

Sec. 118-59.

Persons under 21 years on the premises.

Sec. 118-60.

Display of sexually explicit material to persons under 21 years of age.

Sec. 118-61.

Violations of state alcoholic beverage control regulations.

Sec. 118-62.

Prohibition of alcoholic beverages, light wine, and beer.

Sec. 118-63.

Signage.

Sec. 118-64.

Hours of operation.

Sec. 118-56. Location.
A person commits an offense if he, she or it operates or causes to be operated,
regardless of the zone, a sexually oriented business:
(1)

Within the locally landmarked downtown historic district, which includes areas
which may hereafter become so zoned by the city.

(2)

Within 500 feet of the boundary line of any church or place of worship.

(3)

Within 500 feet of the boundary line of any public or private elementary or
secondary school.

(4)

Within 500 feet of the boundary line of any licensed daycare facility.

(5)

Within 500 feet of the boundary line of any nonprofit school, community college,
college or other similar educational institution.

(6)

Within 500 feet of the boundary line of any building used by the United States,
state, or any unit of local government.

(7)

Within 500 feet of the boundary line of any parks or playgrounds.

(8)

Within 600 feet of the boundary line of any residentially zoned district, including
areas zoned open land (O-L), or which may hereafter become so zoned by the
city.

(9)

Within 250 feet of any preexisting sexually oriented business.

(10)

For the purposes of this section, measurement shall be made in a straight line,
without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the nearest portion of the
building or structure used as a part of the premises where a sexually oriented
business is conducted to the nearest property line of the premises of such uses
as a church, public or private elementary or secondary school, park,
governmental building, or residentially zoned area.

(11)

For purposes of this section, the distance between any two sexually oriented
businesses shall be measured in a straight line, without regard to intervening
structures or objects, from the closest boundary line of the premises on which
each business is located.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.1), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-57. Premises—Where live entertainment is featured.
Each sexually oriented business featuring live entertainment, and its employees, agents
or other representatives shall observe the following requirements, regulations, and standards of
conduct:
(1)

Opaquely cover each nonopaque area through which a person outside the
establishment may otherwise see inside the establishment.

(2)

No employee, entertainer or other person shall at any time engage in any
exhibition, performance or dance except upon a stage that is at least 18 inches
above the immediate floor level and removed at least six feet from the nearest
patron.

(3)

No employee or entertainer shall knowingly permit any person upon the premises
to touch, caress, or fondle the breasts, buttocks, anus, or genitals of another
person.

(4)

No employee or entertainer shall touch, caress, or fondle the breasts, buttocks,
anus, or genitals of any other person.

(5)

No employee or entertainer shall wear or use any device or covering exposed to
view which simulates the breast below the top of the areola, vulva or genitals,
anus, buttocks, or any portion of the pubic region.

(6)

No employee or entertainer shall use artificial devices or inanimate objects to
depict any of the prohibited activities described in this subsection.

(7)

No entertainer shall solicit, demand, or receive any payment or gratuity from any
patron for any act prohibited by this chapter or any other city ordinance.

(8)

No entertainer shall demand or collect any payment or gratuity from any patron
for entertainment before its completion.

(9)

No person shall touch, caress or fondle the breasts, buttocks, anus, or genitals of
any employee, entertainer, or manager while on the premises.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.2), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-58. Same—Where explicit films or videos are exhibited.
(a)

A person who operates or causes to be operated a sexually oriented business
including, but not limited to, such uses as adult arcades and adult motion picture
theaters, which exhibits on the premises in a viewing room, either a film,
videocassette, or other video reproduction which depicts specified sexual
activities or specified anatomical areas, shall comply with the following
requirements:

(1)

The viewing room should not have a floor space of less than 16 square
feet or more than 300 square feet.

(2)

Upon application for a sexually oriented business license, the application
shall be accompanied by a diagram of the premises showing a plan
thereof specifying the location of one or more manager's stations and the
location of all overhead lighting fixtures and designating any portion of the
premises in which patrons will not be permitted. A manager's station may
not exceed 32 square feet of floor area. The diagram shall also designate
the place at which the permit will be conspicuously posted, if granted. A
professionally prepared diagram in the nature of an engineer's or
architect's blueprint shall be required; however, each diagram should be
oriented to the north or to some designated street or object and should be
drawn to a designated scale or with marked dimensions sufficient to show
the various internal dimensions of all areas of the interior of the premises
to an accuracy of plus or minus six inches. The administrator may waive
the diagram for renewal applications if the applicant adopts the diagram
that was previously submitted and certifies that the configuration of the
premises has not been altered since it was prepared.

(3)

The application shall be sworn to be true and correct by the applicant.

(4)

No alteration in the configuration or location of a manager's station may
be made without the prior approval of the administrator or his or her
designee.

(5)

It is the duty of the owners and operator of the premises to ensure that at
least one employee is on duty and situated in each manager's station at
all times that any patron is present inside the premises.

(6)

The interior of the premises shall be configured in such a manner that
there is an unobstructed view from the manager's station of every area of
the premises to which any patron is permitted access for any purpose,
excluding restrooms. Restrooms may not contain video reproduction
equipment. If the premises has two or more manager's stations
designated, then the interior of the premises shall be configured in such a
manner that there is an unobstructed view of each area of the premises to
which any patron is permitted access for any purpose from at least one of
the manager's stations. The view required in this subsection must be by
direct line of sight from the manager's station.

(7)

It shall be the duty of the owners and operator, and it shall also be the
duty of any agents and employees present in the premises to ensure that
the view area specified in subsection (6) of this section remains
unobstructed by any doors, walls, merchandise, display racks or other
materials, at all times that any patron is present in the premises, and to
ensure that no patron is permitted access to any area of the premises
which has been designated as an area in which patrons will not be
permitted in the application filed pursuant to subsection (2) of this section.

(8)

The premises shall be equipped with overhead lighting of fixtures of
sufficient intensity to illuminate every place to which patrons are permitted
access at an illumination of not less than one footcandle, as measured at
the floor level.

(9)

(b)

It shall be the duty of the owners and operator and it shall also be the
duty of any agents and employees present in the premises to ensure that
the illumination described in subsection (8) of this section is maintained at
all times that any patron is present in the premises.

A person having a duty under subsections (1) through (9) of subsection (a) of this
section commits an offense if he or she knowingly fails to fulfill that duty.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.3), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-59. Persons under 21 years on the premises.
A person commits an offense if he or she knowingly allows a person under the age of 21
years to be on the premises of a sexually oriented business.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.4), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-60. Display of sexually explicit material to persons under 21 years of age.
(a)

(b)

A person commits an offense in an establishment open to persons under the age
of 21 years, if he or she displays a book, pamphlet, newspaper, magazine, film,
or videocassette, the cover of which depicts any of the following:
(1)

Human sexual intercourse, masturbation, or sodomy;

(2)

Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region,
buttocks, or female breasts;

(3)

Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, buttocks, or
that portion of the female breast below the top of the areola; or

(4)

Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, whether covered or
uncovered.

In this section, the word "display" means to locate an item in such a manner that,
without obtaining assistance from an employee of the business establishment:
(1)

It is available to the general public for handling and inspection; or

(2)

The cover or outside packaging on the item is visible to members of the
general public.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.5), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-61. Violations of state alcoholic beverage control regulations.
All rules and regulations of the state alcoholic beverage control division, which relate to
the issuance, renewal, suspension, and revocation of mixed drink, wine, or beer permits, are
hereby adopted by reference in this section. Any violation of the rules and regulations of the
state alcoholic beverage control division shall, upon final administrative determination by the
state alcoholic beverage control division, additionally be deemed to be an offense in violation of
this article.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.6), 7-12-94)

Sec. 118-62. Prohibition of alcoholic beverages, light wine, and beer.
(a)

No person or employee shall expose to public view his or her self in a state of
nudity or seminudity or any simulated state thereof in any establishment which
serves or allows the consumption of alcoholic beverages, light wine and/or beer.
This includes any establishment whether licensed or unlicensed for the sale of
alcoholic beverages, light wine and/or beers including, but not limited to, brown
bag establishments.

(b)

No person owning, maintaining, or operating an establishment serving alcoholic
beverages shall suffer or permit any person or employee to expose to public view
his or her self in a state of nudity or seminudity or any simulated state thereof
within the establishment which serves or allows the consumption of alcoholic
beverages, light wine and/or beer. This includes any establishment whether
licensed or unlicensed for the sale of alcoholic beverages, light wine and/or beers
including, but not limited to, brown bag establishments.

(c)

No person shall cause and no person maintaining, owning or operating an
establishment serving alcoholic beverages, light wine and/or beer shall suffer or
permit the exposition of any graphic representation, including pictures or
projection of film which depict any specified sexual activities or any other sexual
act prohibited by law or any other simulation thereof, within any establishment
which serves or allows the consumption of alcoholic beverages, light wine and/or
beer. This includes any establishment whether licensed or unlicensed for the sale
of alcoholic beverages, light wine and/or beers including, but not limited to, brown
bag establishments.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.7), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-63. Signage.
(a)

Notwithstanding any other city ordinance, code, or regulation to the contrary, it
shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any sexually oriented business or
any other person to erect, construct, or maintain any sign for the sexually
oriented business other than the one primary sign and one secondary sign, as
provided in this section.

(b)

Primary signs shall have no more than two display surfaces. Each such display
surface shall:
(1)

Not contain any flashing lights;

(2)

Be a flat plane, rectangular in shape;

(3)

Not exceed 75 square feet in area; and

(4)

Not exceed ten feet in height or ten feet in length.

(c)

Primary signs shall contain no photographs, silhouettes, drawings, or pictorial
representations in any manner, and may contain only the name of the enterprise.

(d)

Each letter forming a word on a primary sign shall be of solid color, and each
such letter shall be the same print type, size and color. The background behind
such lettering on the display surface of a primary sign shall be of a uniform and
solid color.

(e)

(f)

Secondary signs shall have only one display surface. Such surface shall:
(1)

Be a flat plan, rectangular in shape;

(2)

Not exceed 20 square feet in area;

(3)

Not exceed five feet in height and four feet in width; and

(4)

Be affixed or attached to any wall or door of the enterprise.

The provisions of subsections (b)(1), (c) and (d) of this section shall also apply to
secondary signs.

(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.8), 7-12-94)
Sec. 118-64. Hours of operation.
No sexually oriented business shall operate or conduct business or remain open to the
public between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 11:00 a.m.
(Ord. No. 1994-6, § 1(8B.3.9), 7-12-94)

Chapters 119—121 RESERVED
Chapter 122 STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 122-1.

Changing or altering.

Sec. 122-2.

Grades.

Sec. 122-3.
Permit required for stands, booths or vehicles used for sale of produce or
merchandise; exceptions.
Sec. 122-4.

Obstructing streets generally; removing obstructions as nuisances.

Sec. 122-5.

Failure to fill excavations or restore surfaces.

Sec. 122-6.

Permit required for house moving; fee; payment of convoy; deposit.

Sec. 122-7. Barricades and warning lights required for construction work; sign showing name
of person performing work required.
Sec. 122-8.

Private driveways and streets.

Secs. 122-9—122-30.

Reserved.

Sec. 122-1. Changing or altering.
No person shall break, tear up, remove, obstruct, change or alter any established street
curb, gutter, pavement or other surface, sidewalk or pedestrian way, or any drainage conduit, in,
on or under any street, sidewalk or pedestrian way in the city without the prior consent and
approval of the director of public works.

(Code 1969, § 26-1)
Sec. 122-2. Grades.
The grades of all streets and sidewalks constructed within the corporate limits of the city
shall be fixed, determined and approved by the city engineer. Every surveyor of the streets and
highways and all other persons shall comply with the grades as established by this section in
repairing streets or erecting permanent buildings.
(Code 1969, § 26-3)
Sec. 122-3. Permit required for stands, booths or vehicles used for sale of produce or
merchandise; exceptions.
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain upon any of the streets,
sidewalks, alleys or other public ways of the city any stand, booth or vehicle for the sale of any
produce or merchandise unless such person shall first obtain permission so to do by resolution
of the mayor and board of aldermen; provided, however, that this section shall not be construed
to prohibit vendors of fruits, berries, eggs, fowl and farm produce from vending and peddling
their wares about the city on foot or in vehicles; provided further, that such vendors and
peddlers shall not remain at any stand or location for a longer time than is required to make the
sale for which a stop is made, or in any event for more than 15 minutes, and shall legally obtain
the proper permits and licenses.
(Code 1969, § 26-4)
Sec. 122-4. Obstructing streets generally; removing obstructions as nuisances.
No person shall unlawfully obstruct in any manner any of the public streets or highways
within the corporate limits of the city. It shall be the duty of the chief of police to cause to be
removed and abated all obstructions, impediments and other nuisances that may, at any time,
be found in any of the streets or highways of the city.
(Code 1969, § 26-5)
Sec. 122-5. Failure to fill excavations or restore surfaces.
Any person who shall make or cause to be made any excavation in any street, alley or
avenue of the city for any purpose whatever and shall not promptly fill up and level off such
excavation and restore that portion of such street, alley or avenue so excavated to its former
condition, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and must be done so with the prior written consent
of the director of public works.
(Code 1969, § 26-11)
Sec. 122-6. Permit required for house moving; fee; payment of convoy; deposit.
(a)

Any person who shall move any house or other structure from one permanent
location to another permanent location over the streets of the city, shall first
obtain a permit, from the chief building official, and shall pay therefor the sum of
$250.00.

(b)

Such person shall also pay to the city, in addition to the charge set forth in
subsection (a) of this section, the sum of $10.00 per hour, or any fraction thereof,
where any employee of the city, including police officers, shall convoy the moving
of the house or structure over the streets of the city. To secure the payment of all
of the fees of this subsection, the person, before securing the permit, shall
deposit the sum of $150.00. Such sum shall be deposited and paid to the tax
assessor and collector of the city.

(Code 1969, § 26-12)
Sec. 122-7. Barricades and warning lights required for construction work; sign showing
name of person performing work required.
(a)

Any person shall receive the written consent of the city engineer prior to
performing work on any street, sidewalk, roadway, or any other thoroughfare of
the city and shall provide, while the work is being performed, suitable barricades
for the protection of pedestrians and vehicular traffic, which barricades shall be
plainly visible and illuminated at night.

(b)

Each barricade shall contain a sign with letters not less than five inches in height
and three inches in width showing the name of the person performing the work
for which the barricade is erected. The barricades so provided in this section
shall be erected and maintained throughout the construction work.

(Code 1969, § 26-13)
Sec. 122-8. Private driveways and streets.
(a)

Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section,
shall have the meanings ascribed to them below, except where the context
clearly indicates a different meaning:
(1)

Private driveway means an improved or unimproved path, road or ground
surface extending from a public street or private road, which provides
vehicular ingress and egress to no more than two improved lots, parcels
or principal buildings.

(2)

Private street means a privately owned (or controlled) and maintained
drive, street, road, lane, or any improved or unimproved surface, not
dedicated as a public road, which provides the primary means of
vehicular ingress and egress from a public road to three or more dwelling
units, lots, parcels or principal buildings, whether created by a private
right-of way, easement, or other device. A private street shall also include
the following:
a.

An access other than a private driveway or public road.

b.

Where three or more lots or dwellings share or utilize a common
access drive or device, even if each lot has the required frontage
on a public road.

c.

Any and all extensions, additions, or branches of or to a private
street shall be considered part of the private street that abuts the
public road.

(3)
(b)

(c)

Lot means any subdivision lot, metes and bounds lot or site condominium
unit, which has been recorded.

Private street requirements. The standards and requirements of this section shall
apply to all private streets created or constructed after the date of adoption of this
section. Furthermore, the standards and requirements of this section shall also
apply to existing private streets when any of the following occurs:
(1)

An extension or addition is added to an existing private street;

(2)

One or more lots are added to an existing private street or one or more
lots along an existing private road are to be divided;

(3)

The city engineer determines that an existing private street is unsafe or
will not permit reasonable access to firefighting and emergency vehicles
year around to all portions of the private street.

General standards. The following standards are required for all private streets:
(1)

The city engineer's guideline recommendations for design and
construction for concrete and asphalt pavements shall be adhered to in all
private street, driveway or parking lot construction.

(2)

All private streets shall have a recorded permanent right-of-way with a
minimum width of 50 feet, including 50 feet of frontage on a public road.
The right-of-way shall also expressly permit utilities to be installed within
the right-of-way.

(3)

All private streets shall be at least 20 feet wide, providing two ten-foot
travel lanes. The private street shall be designed, constructed and
maintained in accordance with the structural requirements of the adopted
City of Natchez policy as stated in item (1) above.

(4)

In the event a private street provides access to three or more parcels, the
private street shall be paved to at least 20 feet wide, providing two
ten-foot travel lanes. The paved area shall be constructed in accordance
with adopted City of Natchez policy as stated in item (1) above.

(5)

The area in which the private street is to be located shall have a minimum
cleared width of 28 feet, which clearing shall always be maintained.

(6)

The private street shall be constructed with such stormwater drainage
easements, storm water runoff, culverts, and drainage contours as is
reasonably required by the city engineer to ensure adequate drainage
and runoff.

(7)

If a private street crosses a natural drainage course, stream or other
natural body of water, the method of crossing (bridge, culvert or other
structure) must meet the standards set forth by the City of Natchez and
such specifications as may be reasonably required by the city engineer.

(8)

Each private street shall be given a street name that is not the same as
any other street name in the city, as determined by the E-911 Adams
County house numbering system. A visible street sign, which can be seen
easily in an emergency at all times, and a stop sign shall be erected and
maintained at all times at the intersection of the private street with the

public road. The signs shall be paid for, posted and thereafter maintained
by the property owner's association, property owners or developer. All
traffic controls shall meet the requirements of the City of Natchez adopted
manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
(9)

The street address for all lots accessed from a private street shall
conform to the E-911 Adams County House Numbering System.

(d)

Turnarounds. The design and construction of any single means of access serving
more than three lots or dwelling units shall be subject to the approval of the city
engineer or as minimally specified by the City of Natchez adopted Subdivision
Regulations.

(e)

Private street grade. Street grades on all private streets shall be approved by the
city engineer or as minimally specified by the City of Natchez adopted
Subdivision Regulations.

(f)

Second access/emergency access. Any private street which will serve or permit
access to 20 or more lots or dwelling units shall have two means of direct access
to public roads. The second means of access may be used for emergency
access purposes only with approval from the site plan review committee and
planning commission and such access shall be maintained at the
developer/property owner's expense. Each access shall be built and maintained
to the standards required for private streets.

(g)

Existing nonconforming private streets. The city recognizes that there exist
private streets which were lawful prior to the adoption of this section which do not
fully conform to the standards herein. Such streets are declared by this section to
be legal nonconforming streets. The city also recognizes the importance of
having these streets upgraded if and when one or more of the following occur:

Any developer or property owner who desires to engage in one or more of the situations
listed in subsection (g)(1), (2) or (3) below shall be required to upgrade the entire private street
to conform to the standards for new private streets.
(1)

One or more lots are added to an existing nonconforming private street.

(2)

The division or splitting of a lot occurs on an existing nonconforming private
street.

(3)

The addition of an extension, addition or branch to or from an existing
nonconforming private street.

(h)

Disclosure statement; maintenance agreement.
(1)

The applicant and/or owners of the proposed private street and lots
thereon shall provide the city with a recordable private road maintenance
or restrictive covenant agreement between the owners of the private
street and any other parties having any interest therein or lots thereon or
other documentation satisfactory to the city which shall provide for and
assure that the private street shall be regularly maintained and repaired
so as to comply with this section and to assure that the private street is
safe for travel at all times and that the costs thereof will be paid for by the
owners of the lots benefited by the private street. The applicant/owners
agree that, by filing an application for and receiving a permit for a private

street and by utilizing the private street, they will assure that any buildings
or lots thereafter created or constructed on the private street shall also be
subject to the road maintenance or restrictive covenant agreement and
that said agreement shall be recorded, shall run with the land, and shall
bind all lots and properties benefited by the private street. The agreement
shall also indicate that the owners of all lots and properties benefited by
the private street can improve any portion of the private street and shall
be jointly and severally liable and responsible for maintaining the entire
length of the private street so that it is, at all times, in compliance with this
section and all applicable City of Natchez standards and requirements.
The agreement shall provide that it is enforceable by the city at its option.
Additionally, the agreement shall provide that, if the private street is not
maintained to the requirements of this section, all of the owners of lots or
properties utilizing or benefiting by the private street shall be deemed to
have consented to a special assessment district being created by the city
to maintain or upgrade the private street. The agreement shall also
provide that, alternately, the mayor and board of aldermen, at its option,
can improve and maintain the private street so that it meets the
requirements of this section and the city can charge the owners of all lots
that utilize and or will be benefited by the private street for the reasonable
costs thereof, and such costs shall be secured by either placing a lien on
the benefited lots and properties or by placing the costs thereof on the tax
roll.
(2)

The applicant for a private street approval, all owners of the private street
and lots thereon, all those who utilize the private street, and all persons
securing a building permit to construct a building served by the private
street agree that, by applying for and securing a permit for a building that
utilizes the private street and by utilizing the private street, they shall
indemnify and will save and hold the City of Natchez (as well as its
officers, agents, and employees) harmless for, from, and against any and
all claims, causes of action, costs, and damages for personal injury
and/or property damage arising out of the use of the private street or the
failure to properly construct, maintain, repair, and/or install the private
street or any appurtenances thereto. The owner/applicant shall inset the
above language into the maintenance agreement (or other approved
document) and it shall run with the land and shall bind all purchasers of
properties benefited by the private street.

(3)

All maintenance agreements for private streets shall be submitted to
department of public works and the city engineer for review and approval
prior to the maintenance agreement being recorded and prior to any
construction on the private street. Each maintenance agreement shall
also contain the following statement:

"The street is private and it is not required to be maintained by the City of Natchez or any
governmental unit."
(4)

In the event the owners of any private street within the City of Natchez
propose to dedicate that street to the city, the street shall be brought to
city standard prior to any acceptance of the street by the city.

(i)

Security requirement. The construction of all improvements required by this
section shall be paid for and completed by the property owner/developer. Prior to
receiving lot split approval or a building permit for any lot on the private street,
the city may require that a bond, cash or letter of credit be submitted by the
applicant for the completion of the private street or required upgrades. The
security shall be in a form approved by the city, payable to the city and in the
amount of the city's estimate of the cost of all improvements.

(j)

Land division approval. No land division (subdivision) approval by the City of
Natchez shall occur for or involving a lot or lots to be accessed by a private street
(or extension thereof) until the private road has been formally approved by the
City of Natchez.

(k)

Penalties and enforcement. Any person, firm, corporation, trust, governmental
unit, partnership or other legal entity which violates or refuses to comply with any
provision of this section shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction and
shall be punished by a civil fine of not less $500.00 as well as other applicable
civil infraction remedies. Each day constitutes a different violation and is subject
to new and additional penalties.

(Ord. No. 2007-1, §§ 1—11, 1-9-07)
Secs. 122-9—122-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. OPENINGS IN STREETS AND SIDEWALKS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Secs. 122-31—122-40.

Reserved.

Secs. 122-31—122-40. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. STREETS
Sec. 122-41.

Plans and specifications required; restoration required; applicability of section.

Secs. 122-42—122-50.

Reserved.

Sec. 122-41. Plans and specifications required; restoration required; applicability of
section.
(a)

Each proposed tunnel, opening, excavation or cut of any kind in or under the
surface of any street shall be accompanied by a detailed sketch and general
specifications for the work which shall be submitted to the mayor, city engineer
and the public works director. The work shall be done strictly in accordance with
the plans and specifications. Any person performing or causing any such cut,
excavation, tunnel or opening shall restore the street to its condition prior to the
cutting, excavation, tunneling, or opening. If such person shall fail to do so, after
five days' notice, the city shall have the right so to do and collect from the person

failing to perform such restoration an amount equal to 150 percent of the
reasonable cost of the restoration to the city for the work.
(b)

During every period of excavation, the right of the city or any other person to
lawfully use the streets of the city shall not be unnecessarily impaired.

(c)

The provisions of this section shall not be applicable in those instances where
the highway is maintained by the state or by the county.

(Code 1969, § 26-36)
Secs. 122-42—122-50. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. SIDEWALKS
Sec. 122-51.

Openings for miscellaneous articles and materials.

Secs. 122-52—122-70.

Reserved.

Sec. 122-51. Openings for miscellaneous articles and materials.
The director of public works and the city engineer may permit openings in sidewalks,
other than such as described in this article, to be made for the purpose of putting miscellaneous
articles and materials, subject to such regulations and conditions as the city engineer deems
advisable to ensure the safety of passersby, and to prevent the marring of the appearance of
the sidewalks.
(Code 1969, § 26-42)
Secs. 122-52—122-70. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. CONSTRUCTION OF DRIVEWAYS
Sec. 122-71.

Consent of city engineer required.

Sec. 122-72.

Application for consent of engineer; information to be shown.

Sec. 122-73.

Compliance of applicant with conditions and requirements.

Sec. 122-71. Consent of city engineer required.
No person shall construct or locate any driveway for vehicular passage of ingress or
egress from any property into any public street of the city without the prior consent and approval
thereof of the city engineer.
(Code 1969, § 26-53)
Sec. 122-72. Application for consent of engineer; information to be shown.
All applications for consent and approval required by the provisions of this article shall
be submitted in writing with detailed drawings and filed with the city engineer. Such application

shall set forth in detail the location and width of the proposed driveway and details as to the
extent the applicant may desire to break, tear up, remove, obstruct, change or alter any
established street curb, gutter, pavement or other surface, sidewalk or pedestrian way; shall
contain specifications of any new, different or other construction proposed to be installed; and
shall set forth in detail the proposed use, purpose and necessity for same.
(Code 1969, § 26-54)
Sec. 122-73. Compliance of applicant with conditions and requirements.
Compliance with any and all conditions and requirements that shall be made by the
director of public works or city engineer to safeguard the safety of the public or for any other
purpose as a condition for granting any consent and approval for the construction of any
driveway shall be binding and obligatory upon the applicant for such consent and approval.
(Code 1969, § 26-55)

Chapters 123—125 RESERVED
Chapter 126 SUBDIVISIONS
(RESERVED)

lxxxi[1]

Chapters 127—129 RESERVED
Chapter 130 UTILITIES
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
Sec. 130-1.

Definitions.

Sec. 130-2.

Dangerous wires, poles, and structures; responsibility of owner to abate.

Sec. 130-3.

Breaking seals on equipment.

Sec. 130-4. Unlawful removal of water from fire hydrants; opening valves; removal of cap or
cover from hydrant or stopgate box.
Sec. 130-5.

Special permits to use fire hydrants.

Secs. 130-6—130-25.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-1. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
Board means the board of water commissioners created and established by the
provisions of this chapter.

BOD (biochemical oxygen demand) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five days at 20
degrees Celsius, expressed in milligrams per liter.
Building drain means that part of the lowest horizontal piping of a drainage system which
receives the discharge from soil, waste, and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the building
and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning five feet outside the inner face of the building
wall.
Building sewer means the extension from the building drain to the sewer service
connection located at the customer's property line, or a connection to a private sewage disposal
system.
Customer means any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, or
group receiving services of water and/or sewer utilities.
Fire hydrant means a device, connected to a water main and provided with the
necessary valves and outlets, to which a fire hose may be attached for delivering water for the
purpose of extinguishing fires, washing down streets, or flushing out the water mains.
Garbage means solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking
and dispensing of food, and from the handling, storage and sale of produce.
Industrial wastes means the liquid wastes from industrial manufacturing processes, trade
or business as distinct from sanitary sewage.
Meter means an instrument for measuring the amount or flow of water or sewage.
Natural outlet means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of
surface water or groundwater.
pH means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per
liter of solution.
Properly shredded garbage means the wastes from the preparation, cooking and
dispensing of food that have been shredded to such a degree that all particles will be carried
freely under the flow conditions normally prevailing in public sewers, with no particle greater
than one-half inch in any dimension.
Public sewer means a sanitary sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have
equal rights, and which is controlled by the board.
Roof drain means a conduit for conveying the rainwater from a roof.
Sanitary sewage means water-carried wastes from residences, business buildings and
industrial establishments other than industrial wastes, together with such groundwater, surface
water and stormwater as may be present.
Sanitary sewer means any sewer located in a street, alley or right-of-way, which
receives sanitary and/or commercial and industrial wastes from building sewers and to which
stormwater, surface water and groundwater are not intentionally admitted.
Sewage treatment plant means any arrangement of devices and structures used for
treating sewage.
Sewage works means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of
sewage.

Sewer service pipe means a pipeline, with its appurtenances, that branches off from the
public sewer and connects with the building sewer at the customer's property line.
Slug means any discharge of water, sewage or industrial waste which in concentration of
any given constituent or in quantity of flow exceeds for any period of duration longer than 15
minutes more than five times the average 24-hour concentration or flows during normal
operation.
Storm drain means a sewer which carries stormwater and surface water and drainage,
but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other than unpolluted cooling water.
Superintendent means the superintendent of the waterworks who is appointed by the
board to operate and manage the waterworks and sewage works of the city or his or her
authorized deputy, agent, or representative.
Suspended solids means solids that either float on the surface of, or are in suspension in
water, sewage, or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering.
Utility service means water and sewer service furnished by the city to customers thereof.
Water main means any water pipe, located in a street, alley or right-of-way, from which a
water supply is delivered to the service pipe leading to a specific customer.
Water service pipe means the pipeline extending from the water main to the property line
of the customer served.
Water treatment plant means any group or assemblage of processes, devices, and
structures used for the treatment or conditioning of water.
Watercourse means a channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously or
intermittently.
Waterworks means the utility for supplying, treating, pumping, and delivering water to
the customer premises.
(Code 1969, § 31-1(b)—(y), (aa)—(ee))
Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 130-2. Dangerous wires, poles, and structures; responsibility of owner to abate.
It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain within the city any structures, wires,
cables, light poles, telegraph or telephone poles, after the same shall have become dangerous
to the public health, welfare or safety by reason of fire, lightning, wind, rain or the passage of
time combined with the action of the elements or for any other cause. It shall be the duty of the
owner of such structures to tear down such structures or to make them safe.
(Code 1969, § 31-2)
Sec. 130-3. Breaking seals on equipment.
It shall be unlawful for any person to break any seal on meter, valve, private fire hydrant
or other fixture that may be sealed by the superintendent; provided, however, that seals on
private fire hydrants and private fire protection valves may be broken in case of fire and, when
so broken, shall be reported to the superintendent within 24 hours thereafter.
(Code 1969, § 31-4)

Sec. 130-4. Unlawful removal of water from fire hydrants; opening valves; removal of
cap or cover from hydrant or stopgate box.
It shall be unlawful, except in case of fire, to draw water, or cause water to be drawn, out
of any public or private fire hydrant or fire protection opening, unless metered, or to open any
valves thereon or to remove any cap or cover from any fire hydrant or stopgate box. This
section shall not be construed to prevent the removal of water from fire hydrants by authorized
persons for flushing street gutters, fire drills, etc., for which purposes only one hydrant may be
opened at any one time and then for no longer time than is absolutely necessary.
(Code 1969, § 31-5)
Sec. 130-5. Special permits to use fire hydrants.
No person, except an authorized employee of the city, shall be allowed to use the fire
hydrant without a written permit signed by the superintendent. When such permit is issued, it
shall state for what purpose and length of time the usage is allowed and shall be kept constantly
in the possession of the person using the hydrant for inspection by persons in the employment
of the waterworks department.
(Code 1969, § 31-6)
Secs. 130-6—130-25. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. SERVICE TO CUSTOMERS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 130-26.

Application for service required.

Sec. 130-27.

Permit.

Sec. 130-28.

Transfer of locations.

Sec. 130-29.

Voluntary discontinuance.

Sec. 130-30.

Meters—Generally.

Sec. 130-31.

Same—Testing.

Sec. 130-32.

Same—Procedure for below average registration of consumption.

Secs. 130-33—130-45.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-26. Application for service required.
Any person desiring any utility service furnished by the city shall make application for the
same to the waterworks department. Such application shall contain the applicant's name,
address and the uses for which such utility service is desired.
(Code 1969, § 31-17)
Sec. 130-27. Permit.

Upon the approval of the application for utility service, the waterworks department shall
issue a permit for utility service to the applicant therefor and cause the utilities to be connected.
It shall be unlawful for any person, other than a duly authorized city employee, to turn on or
connect any utility service with or without such permit.
(Code 1969, § 31-18)
Sec. 130-28. Transfer of locations.
Applicants for transfer of utility service from one location to another shall pay all bills due
for the premises vacated, or to be vacated, before the utility service is connected or turned on at
the premises for which the application is made.
(Code 1969, § 31-19)
Sec. 130-29. Voluntary discontinuance.
A customer wishing to discontinue the use of any utility service shall give written notice
to the waterworks department of such intention before vacating the premises. Failure to do this
shall subject such customer to the current charge until such notice has been given.
(Code 1969, § 31-20)
Sec. 130-30. Meters—Generally.
Meters shall be required for all water services, the use or consumption of which may
vary as the demand for the same fluctuates. The rates or charges for such water services shall
be determined by the amount of such service measured as being consumed by such meters. No
attachment, tap or connection shall be allowed between the corporation cock and the main
meter. All meters installed under the provisions of this section shall be installed by the
waterworks department and shall remain the property of the city.
(Code 1969, § 31-21)
Sec. 130-31. Same—Testing.
Meters shall be tested upon the application of the customer. The application shall be
made in writing upon blanks for that purpose to be furnished by the superintendent. The request
for such testing shall be accompanied by a fee as determined by the mayor and board of
aldermen from time to time to cover the cost of removal and replacement. If the meter is found
to be inaccurate to the detriment of the customer and the inaccuracy exceeds four percent, it
shall be replaced with an accurate one and the fee deposited, together with the amount found
due by the test, shall be returned to the customer. Otherwise, the deposit shall not be returned,
nor shall any reduction be made in the bill.
(Code 1969, § 31-22)
Sec. 130-32. Same—Procedure for below average registration of consumption.
Where meters are found to be not registering an average consumption of the previous
three or six months at the same premises, the customer shall be charged for such average
consumption. If, upon investigation, it shall be found that the utility service was not used, the
proper credit or rebate shall be allowed in settlement.

(Code 1969, § 31-23)
Secs. 130-33—130-45. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. RATES AND CHARGES
Sec. 130-46.

Payment of tapping charges.

Sec. 130-47.

Deposits—Required.

Sec. 130-48.

Same—Refund.

Sec. 130-49.

Rates.

Sec. 130-50.

Charges for private fire protection.

Sec. 130-51.

Reconnection fee.

Secs. 130-52—130-70.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-46. Payment of tapping charges.
The tapping charge for water or sewer services shall be paid for the privilege of
connecting with the appropriate mains and shall not convey ownership in any of the material
furnished by the waterworks.
Such tapping charges shall be as determined by the mayor and board of aldermen from
time to time. The waterworks shall maintain at its own expense all water mains, sanitary sewers,
service pipes and water and sewer connections in the streets, alleys or rights-of-way. The
tapping charges shall be paid when the application is made, and the work shall not be done or
allowed to be done until such charges are paid.
However, when once paid no such charges shall again be made except for an
installation of a different size on the application of the owner.
Tapping fees may be waived by the board of water commissioners, in its discretion,
upon proper determination and findings that the proposed permitee is a bona fide not-for-profit
organization such as Habitat for Humanity or that the proposed building project is for an
economic development facility that will foster the development and improvement of the
community in which it is located and the civic, social, educational, cultural, economic or
industrial welfare thereof including provision for new employment, increase in the tax base or
otherwise provide a significant economic benefit to the City of Natchez. In such instance, and
upon such findings, the board may grant an exemption, waiver or discount for such tapping fee.
(Code 1969, § 31-30; Ord. No. 2007-2, § 1, 3-27-07)
Sec. 130-47. Deposits—Required.
Before any utility service is turned on or connected to the premises of any customer,
such customer shall pay to the city a deposit in such amount as shall be fixed by the mayor and
board of aldermen from time to time.
(Code 1969, § 31-31)

Sec. 130-48. Same—Refund.
Upon the termination or discontinuance of any utility service for which a deposit was
made by the customer, such deposit shall be refunded to such customer, less any charges due
to the city for such utility service.
(Code 1969, § 31-32)
Sec. 130-49. Rates.
The rates for any and all utility services furnished by the city to any customer thereof
shall be as determined by the mayor and board of aldermen from time to time.
(Code 1969, § 31-33)
Authority of city to set water rates, MCA 1972, § 21-27-7.
Sec. 130-50. Charges for private fire protection.
(a)

The charge for private fire protection shall be by special contract with the city. It
shall be a ready-to-serve charge and shall not cover the use of any water
whatsoever, except for the testing of fire apparatus, and then only after notice of
such testing has been given to the superintendent.

(b)

A meter may be placed in the pipeline, and all water passing through it shall be
charged against the customer in addition to the ready-to-serve charge, but this
shall not operate as a charge for water used in the extinguishment of fires or for
testing.

(Code 1969, § 31-34)
Sec. 130-51. Reconnection fee.
Should the water service be shut off for the infraction of any provision of this chapter or
city rule, it shall not be turned on again until all damages that may have been caused thereby
have been paid, including a fee as determined by the mayor and board of aldermen from time to
time for the expense incurred in turning the water off and on.
(Code 1969, § 31-35)
Secs. 130-52—130-70. Reserved.

ARTICLE III. BOARD OF WATER COMMISSIONERS
Sec. 130-71.

Creation and establishment.

Sec. 130-72.

Composition.

Sec. 130-73.

Members—Appointment.

Sec. 130-74.

Same—Qualifications.

Sec. 130-75.

Same—Terms.

Sec. 130-76.

Vacancies.
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Sec. 130-77.

General authority.

Sec. 130-78.

General duties.

Sec. 130-79.

Superintendent of the waterworks—Appointment.

Sec. 130-80.

Same—Bond.

Sec. 130-81.

Supervision and management of waterworks and sewage works.

Sec. 130-82.

Supervision and inspection of financial transactions of superintendent.

Sec. 130-83. Monthly account of physical and financial condition of waterworks and sewage
works; availability of vouchers to support disbursements.
Sec. 130-84.

Operating fund.

Sec. 130-85.

Special fund.

Sec. 130-86.

Records of proceedings.

Secs. 130-87—130-105.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-71. Creation and establishment.
The board of water commissioners is hereby created and established.
(Code 1969, § 31-46)
Sec. 130-72. Composition.
The board shall consist of five members.
(Code 1969, § 31-47)
Sec. 130-73. Members—Appointment.
The members of the board shall be appointed by the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 31-48)
Sec. 130-74. Same—Qualifications.
Each member of the board shall be of high character, integrity and business capacity, a
householder and taxpayer of the city.
(Code 1969, § 31-49)
Sec. 130-75. Same—Terms.
Each member of the board shall serve thereon for a term of four years. The members
shall be appointed so that one member shall be appointed each year.
(Code 1969, § 31-50)
Sec. 130-76. Vacancies.

All vacancies occurring on the board shall be filled by the mayor and board of aldermen
for appropriate terms not exceeding four years.
(Code 1969, § 31-51)
Sec. 130-77. General authority.
The board shall have the control, management and direction of the physical and financial
property of the waterworks and sewage works, except as otherwise provided in this article.
(Code 1969, § 31-52)
Sec. 130-78. General duties.
The board shall give to the waterworks and sewage works and the operations thereof
careful inspection and supervision. It shall make all such bylaws, rules and regulations as it may
deem necessary for the safe, economical and efficient management and protection of such
facilities.
(Code 1969, § 31-53)
Sec. 130-79. Superintendent of the waterworks—Appointment.
The board shall appoint a manager to operate and manage the waterworks and sewage
works, who shall be known as the superintendent of the waterworks.
(Code 1969, § 31-54)
Administration, ch. 2.
Sec. 130-80. Same—Bond.
The superintendent shall give bond for the faithful performance of his or her duties and
for faithful accounting in proper terms, which bond shall be payable to the city and approved by
the mayor and board of aldermen. The bond shall be in the sum of $5,000.00.
(Code 1969, § 31-55)
Sec. 130-81. Supervision and management of waterworks and sewage works.
The board shall oversee and supervise the management of the waterworks and sewage
works by the superintendent and hear all recommendations made by him or her and deal with
all questions submitted to them by him or her.
(Code 1969, § 31-56)
Sec. 130-82. Supervision and inspection of financial transactions of superintendent.
The board shall supervise and inspect monthly all books of accounts, vouchers,
expenditures, disbursements, collections and all other financial transactions made by the
superintendent during the preceding month, and verify and check the same.
(Code 1969, § 31-57)

Sec. 130-83. Monthly account of physical and financial condition of waterworks and
sewage works; availability of vouchers to support disbursements.
The board of water commissioners shall make to the mayor and board of aldermen of
the city a detailed monthly account of the physical and financial condition of the waterworks and
sewage works showing collections, disbursements, and balances. The board of water
commissioners shall have available for inspection by the mayor and board of aldermen proper
vouchers to support all disbursements.
(Code 1969, § 31-58)
Sec. 130-84. Operating fund.
The board shall, out of the revenues of the waterworks and sewage works, create and
maintain an operating fund equal in amount to the cost of two months' operation, as fixed by the
current budget, which shall be available for the payment of all operating expenses, as well as for
the making of such repairs and improvements as such facilities may require at any time. Any
amounts required by any ordinance authorizing the issuance of bonds to be paid into an
operating fund shall be credited against such amount.
(Code 1969, § 31-59)
Sec. 130-85. Special fund.
After providing for an operating fund, the board shall, through the regular channels,
deposit on or before the 15th day of each month in the official depository of the city, to the credit
of the city, all the remainder and residue of the revenues of the waterworks and sewage works,
which funds, so deposited, shall not be available or drawn out for general purposes but shall
constitute a special fund to be used by the city for the betterment of the waterworks and sewage
works, renewals and extensions of the systems, and economical management of the facilities
and for the redemption of water and sewer bonds.
(Code 1969, § 31-60)
Sec. 130-86. Records of proceedings.
The board shall keep an accurate record of all its proceedings and at the expiration of its
term shall deliver such record to its successors.
(Code 1969, § 31-61)
Secs. 130-87—130-105. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. WATERWORKS
Sec. 130-106. Water shut off for improper use or tampering with meters, meter boxes, curb
cocks or curb boxes.
Sec. 130-107.

Shutting off water of city or parts of city.

Sec. 130-108.

Unauthorized persons turning water on after turned off by city.

Sec. 130-109.
Unlawful carrying away of water from public buildings, grounds, parks,
fountains, hydrants and other public property; reporting of leaks.

Sec. 130-110.

Laying of water service pipe in streets and sidewalks.

Sec. 130-111.

Water service pipes to be furnished and laid by waterworks.

Sec. 130-112.

Use of large size taps.

Sec. 130-113.

Requirements for stopcocks.

Sec. 130-114.

Fluoridation of water supply.

Sec. 130-115.

Water connection required to public water service.

Sec. 130-116.

Penalties.

Secs. 130-117—130-135.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-106. Water shut off for improper use or tampering with meters, meter boxes,
curb cocks or curb boxes.
Water shall be shut off for any improper use of, or for tampering with, any meter, meter
box, curb cock or curb box by any customer.
(Code 1969, § 31-72)
Sec. 130-107. Shutting off water of city or parts of city.
The water supply may be shut off by the employees of the waterworks from the entire
city at any time the necessity may arise, or the shutoff may be confined to an area of smaller
extent, governed by the location of the valves. When a customer discovers that the water supply
is shut off, he or she shall take the necessary and reasonable precautions to avoid injury, by
opening hot water faucets, quenching fires under boilers and in stoves or furnaces, shutting off
water heaters and such other actions as may appear to be necessary. It shall be the duty of the
employees of the waterworks to give advance notice, when possible, to customers affected by
the shutoff, so that necessary steps may be taken to provide a temporary water supply and the
adoption of safety measures may be made by such customers.
(Code 1969, § 31-73)
Sec. 130-108. Unauthorized persons turning water on after turned off by city.
Persons not authorized by the city shall not turn on a water supply after it has been shut
off by the waterworks employees for nonpayment of a bill, an infraction of the rules or for any
other cause.
(Code 1969, § 31-74)
Sec. 130-109. Unlawful carrying away of water from public buildings, grounds, parks,
fountains, hydrants and other public property; reporting of leaks.
No person shall be allowed to take and carry away water from any public schools, public
buildings, grounds, parks, fountains, street sprinkling equipment, fire hydrants, watering troughs
or the water treatment plant, except persons duly authorized to do so by the city. It shall be the
duty of those employees of the city in charge of, or connected with, public buildings, schools,
grounds, parks or other property where water service is provided, to promptly report any

infraction of this section to the waterworks office. It shall also be the duty of the city employees
to report to the waterworks office promptly the existence of any leak in the fixtures or pipes at
such buildings, parks or grounds.
(Code 1969, § 31-75)
Sec. 130-110. Laying of water service pipe in streets and sidewalks.
No water lines of any description or electrical service shall be laid in the streets,
sidewalks, alleys or rights-of-way of the city, other than by the water works employees, unless
written authority is first obtained in writing from the city engineer.
(Code 1969, § 31-76; Ord. No. 1999-6, § 1, 11-23-99)
Sec. 130-111. Water service pipes to be furnished and laid by waterworks.
Water service pipes between the water main and lot or property lines shall be furnished
by the waterworks and laid by the waterworks employees.
(Code 1969, § 31-77)
Sec. 130-112. Use of large size taps.
Taps larger than three-quarters of an inch in water mains shall not be made unless the
demand for water, as shown by the application for service installation, shall exceed the capacity
of that size. When a larger size tap is indicated by the application, the proper size may be
designated by the superintendent.
(Code 1969, § 31-78)
Sec. 130-113. Requirements for stopcocks.
All service stopcocks installed in water service pipes shall be in the inverted key pattern,
made in a thoroughly workmanlike manner and of ample strength to withstand water hammer.
No person, except an employee of the waterworks, shall open or close the stopcock. A stopcock
or stop and waste cock shall also be placed within the property line for the use of the customer
by the licensed plumber or others authorized to do the plumbing inside of the property.
(Code 1969, § 31-79)
Sec. 130-114. Fluoridation of water supply.
To prevent dental decay in its inhabitants and in order to promote the public health and
general welfare of its inhabitants, the waterworks shall fluoridate the water which shall be
distributed in the distribution system of the waterworks. The superintendent shall use such
amounts of fluoride to fluoridate such water as shall be from time to time recommended by the
state board of health. The board is authorized, empowered and directed to purchase for and in
behalf of the waterworks adequate facilities for the fluoridation of the public water supply of the
waterworks and to continuously maintain such facilities in process.
(Code 1969, § 31-80)
Sec. 130-115. Water connection required to public water service.

The owner of all houses, buildings, properties or structures of any kind, real or personal,
used for human occupancy, employment, business, recreation or any other purposes, situated
within the city and abutting on any street, alley or right of way in which there is now located or
may in the future be located a public water line of the city, is hereby required at his or her
expense to connect such facilities directly with the proper public water line in accordance with
the provisions of this article and to do so within 30 days after the date of official notice to do so.
(Ord. No. 2011-3, § 1, 9-13-11)
Sec. 130-116. Penalties.
(a)

Any person found to be violating provisions of this article shall be served by the
city water works with written notice stating the nature of the violation and
providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. The
offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease
all violations.

(b)

Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in
the preceding paragraph shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction
thereof shall be fined for each violation as provided for by this Code. Each day in
which any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense.

(c)

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to the
city waterworks for any expense, loss or damage, occasioned by the waterworks
by reason of such violation.

(Ord. No. 2011-3, § 1, 9-13-11)
Secs. 130-117—130-135. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. SEWAGE WORKS
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 130-136.

Unauthorized breaking or tampering.

Sec. 130-137.

Penalty for violation of article.

Secs. 130-138—130-150.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-136. Unauthorized breaking or tampering.
No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy,
uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of the
sewage works.
(Code 1969, § 31-151)
Sec. 130-137. Penalty for violation of article.
(a)

Service of notice; time limit for abatement. Any person found to be violating any
provision of this article except section 130-136 shall be served by the city with

written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time
limit for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the period of
time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations.
(b)

Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in
subsection (a) of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(c)

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to the
city for any expense, loss or damage occasioned by the city by reason of such
violation.

(Code 1969, §§ 31-159—31-161)
Secs. 130-138—130-150. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PUBLIC SEWERS GENERALLY
Sec. 130-151.

Discharge of wastes to private or public property.

Sec. 130-152.

Discharge of sanitary sewage and industrial wastes to any natural outlet.

Sec. 130-153.

Use of privy, septic tank or cesspool.

Sec. 130-154.

Sewer connection required to public sewer.

Sec. 130-155.

Authority of city to do required work.

Sec. 130-156.

Lien declared.

Secs. 130-157—130-165.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-151. Discharge of wastes to private or public property.
It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit or permit to be deposited in any
unsanitary manner on public or private property within the city, or in any area under the
jurisdiction of the city, any human or animal excrement, garbage or other objectionable waste.
(Code 1969, § 31-91)
Sec. 130-152. Discharge of sanitary sewage and industrial wastes to any natural outlet.
It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the city or in any area under
the jurisdiction of the city, any sewage or other polluted waters, except where suitable treatment
has been provided in accordance with the provisions of this article.
(Code 1969, § 31-92)
Sec. 130-153. Use of privy, septic tank or cesspool.
Except as provided in division 3 of this article, it shall be unlawful to construct or
maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used for the
disposal of sewage.
(Code 1969, § 31-93)

Sec. 130-154. Sewer connection required to public sewer.
The owner of all houses, buildings or properties used for human occupancy,
employment, recreation or other purposes, situated within the city and abutting on any street,
alley or right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a public sewer
of the city, is hereby required at his or her expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and
to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with the provisions
of this article within six weeks after the date of official notice to do so, provided that the public
sewer is within 200 feet of the property line.
(Code 1969, § 31-94)
Sec. 130-155. Authority of city to do required work.
The city may, in the event of a failure to comply with any section of this article on the part
of any person, let out a contract for the performance of the work, and shall assess the cost and
expenses of having such work performed, together with 20 percent damages and all attorney's
fees incurred therein against the owner of the lot or parcel of land on which such work may be
done.
(Code 1969, § 31-95)
Sec. 130-156. Lien declared.
(a)

If the costs and expenses of the abatement authorized by this article are not paid
by the owner of the lot or parcel of land within ten days after the costs, expenses,
damages and attorneys' fees have been assessed against him or her, and a
notice thereof given by publication for one insertion in some newspaper
published in the city, then the lot or parcel of land shall be liable and bound from
the time the contract was given for the payment of the costs, expenses, damages
and attorneys' fees by a lien paramount to all other liens; state, county and city
taxes excepted.

(b)

The assessor shall sell the property at public sale to the highest bidder for cash
at the door of the municipal building, after having given notice of the time, place
and terms of the sale by advertisement in some public newspaper once a week
for three consecutive weeks before the day of sale, and, upon making and
concluding, such sale shall convey to the purchaser all rights, title and interest of
any such owner in and to such lot, and shall out of the proceeds of such sale,
pay all the costs, charges and expenses of making and concluding the sale,
including attorneys' fees, and shall then pay into the city treasury the amount of
the total costs and expenses of having the work done, together with the damages
and attorneys' fees, and shall pay the balance over to the owner of the lot or
parcel of land, his or her legal representatives or assigns; provided, however,
that such owner may at any time within two years from the day of sale redeem
any lot so sold and conveyed by tendering and paying the purchaser, or his or
her agent, the purchase money with 25 percent advance thereon, but he or she
shall not be entitled to receive credit for any rents, issues and profits which may
have been received from the property by the purchaser.

(Code 1969, § 31-96)

Secs. 130-157—130-165. Reserved.

DIVISION 3. PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL
Sec. 130-166.

Sewer connection requirements.

Sec. 130-167.

Permit required; fee.

Sec. 130-168.

Inspection.

Sec. 130-169.

Specifications for sewage systems.

Sec. 130-170. Upon availability, connection to a public sewer required; abandonment and
filling of private system.
Sec. 130-171.

Owner responsibility for facilities.

Sec. 130-172.

Additional requirements.

Secs. 130-173—130-185.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-166. Sewer connection requirements.
Where a public sewer is not located within 200 feet of the property line, the building
sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system complying with the provisions of
this article.
(Code 1969, § 31-103)
Sec. 130-167. Permit required; fee.
Before commencement of construction of a private sewage disposal system, the owner
shall first obtain a written permit signed by the sanitary inspector for the county health
department. The application for such permit shall be made on a form furnished by the county
health department which the applicant shall supplement by any plans, specifications and other
information as are deemed necessary. A permit and inspection fee, as determined from time to
time, shall be paid at the time the application is filed.
(Code 1969, § 31-104)
Sec. 130-168. Inspection.
A permit for a private sewage disposal system shall not become effective until the
installation is completed to the satisfaction of the superintendent. He or she shall be allowed to
inspect the work at any stage of construction and, in any event, the applicant for the permit shall
notify the superintendent when the work is ready for final inspection, and before any
underground portions are covered. The inspection shall be made within 24 hours of the receipt
of notice by the superintendent. Inspection fees shall be as determined by the mayor and board
of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 31-105)
Sec. 130-169. Specifications for sewage systems.

The type, capacities, location and layout of a private sewage disposal system shall
comply with all recommendations of the county health department and the state board of health.
No septic tank or cesspool shall be permitted to discharge to any natural outlet or watercourse.
(Code 1969, § 31-106)
Sec. 130-170. Upon availability, connection to a public sewer required; abandonment
and filling of private system.
(a)

At such time as a public sewer becomes available to a property served by a
private sewage disposal system, as provided in section 130-166, a direct
connection shall be made to the public sewer in compliance with this article, and
any septic tanks, cesspools and similar sewage disposal facilities shall be
abandoned and filled with suitable material.

(b)

The building sewer shall be connected to public sewer within six weeks, and the
private sewage disposal system shall be cleaned of sludge and filled with clean
bank-run gravel or dirt.

(Code 1969, §§ 31-107, 31-110)
Sec. 130-171. Owner responsibility for facilities.
The owner shall operate and maintain the private sewage disposal facilities in a sanitary
manner at all times, at no expense to the city.
(Code 1969, § 31-108)
Sec. 130-172. Additional requirements.
No statement contained in this division shall be construed to interfere with any additional
requirements that may be imposed by the state board of health, the county health department or
the city.
(Code 1969, § 31-109)
Secs. 130-173—130-185. Reserved.

DIVISION 4. BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS
Sec. 130-186.

Disturbing public sewer mains; permit required.

Sec. 130-187.

Classes of permits; permit application; fees.

Sec. 130-188.

Costs borne by the owner.

Sec. 130-189.

Separate building sewers required; exception.

Sec. 130-190.

Use of old building sewers.

Sec. 130-191.

Building sewer installation and materials.

Sec. 130-192.

Building sewer elevation; lifting.

Sec. 130-193.

Connecting roof drains and exterior foundation drains to public sewers.

Sec. 130-194.

Connecting building sewer to public sewers.

Sec. 130-195.

Inspection.

Sec. 130-196.

Barricades.

Sec. 130-197.

Building permits not issued unless requirements are met.

Secs. 130-198—130-210.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-186. Disturbing public sewer mains; permit required.
No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connections with or opening into, use,
alter or disturb any sewer service pipe, public sewer or appurtenance thereof without first
obtaining a written permit from the county health department and the superintendent.
(Code 1969, § 31-116)
Sec. 130-187. Classes of permits; permit application; fees.
There shall be two classes of building sewer permits: (1) for residential and commercial
service, and (2) for service to establishments producing industrial wastes. In either case, the
owner or his or her agent shall make application on a special form furnished by the county
health department. The permit application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications or
other information considered pertinent in the judgment of the department. A permit and
inspection fee, as determined from time to time by the department, shall be paid at the time the
application is filed.
(Code 1969, § 31-117)
Sec. 130-188. Costs borne by the owner.
All costs and expenses incidental to the installation and connection of the building sewer
shall be borne by the owner. The owner shall indemnify the city from any loss or damage that
may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building sewer.
(Code 1969, § 31-118)
Sec. 130-189. Separate building sewers required; exception.
A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building, except
where the building stands at the rear of another on an interior lot and no private sewer is
available or can be constructed to the rear building through an adjoining alley, court, yard, or
driveway, the building sewer from the front building may be extended to the rear building and
the whole considered as one building sewer.
(Code 1969, § 31-119)
Sec. 130-190. Use of old building sewers.
Old building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings only when they are
found, on examination and test by the superintendent, to meet all requirements of this article.
(Code 1969, § 31-120)

Sec. 130-191. Building sewer installation and materials.
The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction of a building sewer and the
methods to be used in excavating, placing of the pipe, jointing, testing and backfilling the trench
shall all conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing code or other applicable rules
and regulations of the city and the county health department.
(Code 1969, § 31-121)
Sec. 130-192. Building sewer elevation; lifting.
Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation
below the basement floor. In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to permit gravity
flow to the public sewer, sanitary sewage carried by such building drain shall be lifted by an
approved means and discharged to the building sewer.
(Code 1969, § 31-122)
Sec. 130-193. Connecting roof drains and exterior foundation drains to public sewers.
No person shall make connection of roof drains, exterior foundation drains, areaway
drains or other sources of surface runoff or groundwater to a building sewer or building drain
which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sewer.
(Code 1969, § 31-123)
Sec. 130-194. Connecting building sewer to public sewers.
The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer, directly or indirectly, shall
conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing code or other applicable rules and
regulations of the county health department and the city. All such connections shall be made
gastight and watertight. Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be
approved by the superintendent before installation.
(Code 1969, § 31-124)
Sec. 130-195. Inspection.
The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the superintendent when the
building sewer is ready for inspection and connection to the sewer service pipe. The connection
shall be made under the supervision of the superintendent or his or her representative.
Inspection fees shall be as determined by the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 31-125)
Sec. 130-196. Barricades.
All excavations for building sewer installations shall be adequately guarded with
barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways and
other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner
satisfactory to the city.
(Code 1969, § 31-126)

Sec. 130-197. Building permits not issued unless requirements are met.
No building permit shall be issued by the city for any new construction or alteration of
any buildings covered by or coming within the provisions of this article unless the plans and
specifications thereof contain provisions, ways and facilities for compliance with the terms of this
article.
(Code 1969, § 31-127)
Secs. 130-198—130-210. Reserved.

DIVISION 5. SEWER USE
Sec. 130-211.

Elimination of stormwater to public sewers.

Sec. 130-212.

Discharge of stormwater.

Sec. 130-213.

Prohibited discharges.

Sec. 130-214.

Regulation of waters and wastes admissible to public sewers.

Sec. 130-215.

Pretreatment and control of wastes to be accepted by city for treatment.

Sec. 130-216.

Grease, oil and sand interceptors.

Sec. 130-217.

Pretreatment facilities maintained at owner's expense.

Sec. 130-218.

Control manholes; observation, sampling and measurement.

Sec. 130-219.

Sample analysis and volume control.

Sec. 130-220.

Special agreements.

Secs. 130-221—130-230.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-211. Elimination of stormwater to public sewers.
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any stormwater, surface water,
groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water or unpolluted
industrial process waters to any public sewer.
(Code 1969, § 31-133)
Sec. 130-212. Discharge of stormwater.
Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are
specifically designated as storm drains, or to a natural outlet or watercourse approved by the
city. Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be discharged, on approval of
the superintendent, to a storm drain, natural outlet or watercourse.
(Code 1969, § 31-134)
Sec. 130-213. Prohibited discharges.

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of the following described
waters or wastes to any public sewer:
(1)

Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil or other flammable or explosive liquid,
solid or gas.

(2)

Any waters or wastes containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids or gases in
sufficient quantity, either singly or by interaction with other wastes, to injure or
interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard to humans or
animals, create a public nuisance, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of
the sewage treatment plant including, but not limited to, cyanides in excess of
two mg/l as CN in the wastes as discharged to the public sewer.

(3)

Any waters or wastes having corrosive properties capable of causing damage or
hazard to structures, equipment and personnel of the sewage works. Free acids
and alkalis of such wastes shall be neutralized within a permissible range of pH
between 5.0 and 9.5.

(4)

Solid or viscous substances in quantities or of such size capable of causing
obstruction to the flow in sewers, or other interference with the proper operation
of the sewage works such as, but not limited to, ashes, cinders, sand, mud,
straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags, feathers, tar, plastics, wood, unground
garbage, whole blood, paunch manure, hair and fleshings, entrails and paper
dishes, cups, milk containers, etc., either whole or ground by garbage grinders.

(Code 1969, § 31-135)
Sec. 130-214. Regulation of waters and wastes admissible to public sewers.
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged the following described
substances, materials, waters or wastes if it appears likely, in the opinion of the superintendent,
that such wastes can harm either the sewers or sewage treatment process or equipment, have
an adverse effect on the receiving stream, or can otherwise endanger life, limb, public property
or constitute a nuisance. In forming his or her opinion as to the acceptability of these wastes,
the superintendent will give consideration to such factors as the quantities of subject wastes in
relation to flows and velocities in the sewers, materials construction of the sewers, nature of the
sewage treatment process, capacity of the sewage treatment plant, and other pertinent factors.
The substances prohibited are:
(1)

Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 150 degrees Fahrenheit.

(2)

Any water or waste containing fats, wax, grease or oils, whether emulsified or
not, in excess of 100 mg/l or containing substances which may solidify or
become viscous at temperatures between 32 degrees and 150 degrees
Fahrenheit.

(3)

Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. The installation and operation
of any garbage grinder equipped with a motor of three-fourths horsepower or
greater shall be subject to the review and approval of the superintendent.

(4)

Any waters or wastes containing strong acid, pickling wastes or concentrated
plating solutions, whether neutralized or not.

(5)

Any waters or wastes containing iron, chromium, copper, zinc and similar
objectionable or toxic substances; or wastes exerting an excessive chlorine

requirement, to such degree that any such material received in the composite
sewage at the sewage treatment works exceeds the limits established by the
superintendent for such materials.
(6)

Any waters or wastes containing phenols or other taste- or odor-producing
substances, in such concentrations exceeding limits which may be established
by the superintendent as necessary, after treatment of the composite sewage, to
meet the requirements of the state, federal or other public agencies of jurisdiction
for such discharge to the receiving waters.

(7)

Any radioactive wastes or isotopes of such half-life or concentration as may
exceed limits established by the superintendent in compliance with applicable
state or federal regulations.

(8)

Any waters or wastes having a pH in excess of 9.5 or less than 5.0.

(9)

Materials which exert or cause:

(10)

a.

Unusual concentrations of suspended solids, such as, but not limited to,
fuller's earth, lime slurries, and lime residues, or of dissolved solids, such
as, but not limited to, sodium chloride and sodium sulfate, which may
exceed limits established by the superintendent in compliance with
applicable state or federal regulations.

b.

Excessive discoloration such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and
vegetable tanning solutions.

c.

Unusual BOD, chemical oxygen demand or chlorine requirements in such
quantities as to constitute a significant load on the sewage treatment
works which may exceed the limits established by the superintendent in
compliance with applicable state or federal regulations.

d.

Unusual volume of flow or concentration of wastes constituting slugs.

Waters or wastes containing substances which are not amenable to treatment or
reduction by the sewage treatment process employed, or are amenable to
treatment only to such degree that the sewage treatment plant effluent cannot
meet the requirements of other agencies having jurisdiction over discharge to the
receiving waters.

(Code 1969, § 31-136)
Sec. 130-215. Pretreatment and control of wastes to be accepted by city for treatment.
(a)

If any waters or wastes are discharged, or are proposed to be discharged to the
public sewers, which waters contain the substances or possess the
characteristics enumerated in section 130-214, and which, in the judgment of the
superintendent, may have a deleterious effect upon the sewage works,
processes, equipment or receiving waters, or which otherwise create a hazard to
life or constitute a public nuisance, the superintendent may:
(1)

Reject the wastes;

(2)

Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the
public sewers;

(b)

(3)

Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge; and/or

(4)

Require payment to cover the added cost of handling and treating the
wastes not covered by existing sewer charges under the provisions, as
provided in section 130-220.

If the superintendent permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste flows, the
design and installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the review
and approval of the superintendent, and subject to the requirements of all
applicable codes, ordinances and laws.

(Code 1969, § 31-137)
Sec. 130-216. Grease, oil and sand interceptors.
Grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the
superintendent, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in
excessive amounts, or any flammable wastes, sand or other harmful ingredients, except that
such interceptors shall not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All
interceptors shall be of a type and capacity approved by the superintendent, and shall be
located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.
(Code 1969, § 31-138)
Sec. 130-217. Pretreatment facilities maintained at owner's expense.
Where preliminary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any waters or
wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the
owner at his or her expense.
(Code 1969, § 31-139)
Sec. 130-218. Control manholes; observation, sampling and measurement.
When required by the superintendent, the owner of any property serviced by a building
sewer carrying industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole, together with such
necessary meters and other appurtenances in the building sewer to facilitate observation,
sampling and measurement of the wastes. Such manhole, when required, shall be accessibly
and safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the
superintendent. The manhole shall be installed by the owner at his or her expense, and shall be
maintained by him or her so as to be safe and accessible at all times.
(Code 1969, § 31-140)
Sec. 130-219. Sample analysis and volume control.
All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to
which reference is made in this article shall be determined in accordance with the latest edition
of "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater," published by the
American Public Health Association, and shall be determined at the control manhole provided,
or upon suitable samples taken at the control manhole. If no special manhole has been
required, the control manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the
public sewer from the point at which the building sewer is connected. Sampling shall be carried

out by customarily accepted methods to reflect the effect of constituents upon the sewage works
and to determine the existence of hazards to life, limb and property. The particular analyses
involved will determine whether a 24-hour composite of all outfalls of a premises is appropriate
or whether a grab sample should be taken.
(Code 1969, § 31-141)
Sec. 130-220. Special agreements.
No statement contained in this division shall be construed as preventing any special
agreement or arrangement between the city and any industrial concern whereby an individual
waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted by the city for treatment, subject to
payment therefor by the industrial concern.
(Code 1969, § 31-142)
Secs. 130-221—130-230. Reserved.

DIVISION 6. INSPECTION
Sec. 130-231.

Superintendent's authority.

Sec. 130-232.

Safety rules.

Sec. 130-233.

Permission to enter private property.

Sec. 130-234.

Duty of city officers to enforce article.

Secs. 130-235—130-250.

Reserved.

Sec. 130-231. Superintendent's authority.
The superintendent and other duly authorized employees of the city bearing proper
credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter all properties at reasonable times for
the purposes of inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing in accordance with
the provisions of this article. The superintendent or his or her representatives shall have no
authority to inquire into any processes including metallurgical, chemical, oil, refining, ceramic,
paper or other industries' processes beyond that point having a direct bearing on the kind and
source of discharge to the sewers, waterways or facilities for waste treatment.
(Code 1969, § 31-152)
Sec. 130-232. Safety rules.
While performing the necessary work on private properties referred to in section
130-231, the superintendent or duly authorized employees of the city shall observe all safety
rules applicable to the premises established by the company, and the company shall be held
harmless for injury or death to the city employees. The city shall indemnify the company against
loss or damage to its property by city employees and against liability claims and demands for
personal injury or property damage asserted against the company and growing out of the
gauging and sampling operation, except as such may be caused by negligence or failure of the
company to maintain safe conditions required in section 130-218.

(Code 1969, § 31-153)
Sec. 130-233. Permission to enter private property.
The superintendent and other duly authorized employees of the city bearing proper
credentials and identification shall be permitted at reasonable times to enter all private
properties through which the city holds a duly negotiated easement for the purposes of, but not
limited to, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair and maintenance of any
portion of the sewage works lying within such easement. All entry and subsequent work, if any,
on the easement, shall be done in full accordance with the terms of the duly negotiated
easement pertaining to the private property involved.
(Code 1969, § 31-154)
Sec. 130-234. Duty of city officers to enforce article.
It shall be the duty of all police and sanitary officers of the city to watch for and discover
any and all violations of this article and report such violations in writing to the chief of police,
who shall take immediate steps to enforce the law relating to such violations, and shall report
such violations in writing to the mayor and board of aldermen.
(Code 1969, § 31-155)
Secs. 130-235—130-250. Reserved.

ARTICLE VI. UTILITY INSTALLATION AND REPAIR POLICY
Sec. 130-251.

Title of article.

Sec. 130-252.

Scope of work.

Sec. 130-253.

Routine maintenance.

Sec. 130-254.

Emergency repairs.

Sec. 130-255.

Permits required.

Sec. 130-256.

Fees.

Sec. 130-257.

Working within a street or roadbed.

Sec. 130-258.

Utility trench backfill within streets.

Sec. 130-259.

Maintenance of traffic.

Sec. 130-260.

Directional boring.

Sec. 130-261.

Penalty.

Sec. 130-262.

Separability.
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Sec. 130-251. Title of article.
This article shall be known as the Utility Installation and Repair Policy.

(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-252. Scope of work.
All utility companies prior to doing any work including repairs, new installation of facilities
and/or relocation of existing facilities within the city's rights of way or prior to doing work that
affects any building, structure, utility line or infrastructure belonging to or the responsibility of the
City of Natchez and/or the Natchez Water Works, shall obtain a utility permit from the office of
the City Engineer. The required permit form is available from the office of City Engineer, 150-B,
North Shields Lane, Natchez, MS, 39120. The permit shall be signed by an authorized
representative of the utility company. Information as to the type of repair and/or upgrade, limits
of work areas and methods shall be clearly identified in the permit form and/or a detailed
description of the scope and type work required. Plans, maps, sketches, plats and drawings
may be required to accompany said permit for informational purposes.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-253. Routine maintenance.
No permit will be required for normal maintenance activities on existing infrastructure not
requiring major excavation in the right-of-way, a pavement cut, or the blocking of traffic.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-254. Emergency repairs.
In emergency situations work may be initiated by an applicant, without first obtaining a
utility permit. The applicant may proceed to take whatever actions are necessary to respond to
the emergency. Within one business day after the occurrence of the emergency, the applicant
shall notify the city and initiate application of the necessary permit, pay the permit fee and fulfill
the remaining requirements necessary to bring itself into compliance with this article for the
actions it took in response to the emergency.
"Emergency" shall mean any condition constituting an imminent or existing danger to
life, limb or property caused by nature, accident or wear and tear that results in an interruption
of any public service, i.e., electrical, telecommunications, water, sewer, etc. or that impedes the
use of roads, streets, or other public rights-of-way and easements.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-255. Permits required.
No cuts involving excavation, the removal or replacement of pavement, base, sub-base
and/or any gravel surface shall be made in any street, sidewalk, curb or neutral ground of the
city by any company, person or persons for the purpose of new installation, service or repair to
any of the utility company's facility or any property abutting on or near a city street without first
making application to the city engineering department and obtaining an approved permit.
Exception: City departments and contractors working directly for the city are exempt from permit
requirements set forth herein, at the discretion of the city engineer.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)

Sec. 130-256. Fees.
A fee will be charged for each permit to partially cover the cost of handling said permit
that includes inspection of each cut. All streets hard surfaced with concrete, blacktop or brick
will be charged a fee of $12.00 per square foot of the cut plus a flat fee (inspection) of $10.00,
minimum $50.00 per permit. All graveled streets will be charged a fee of $1.00 per square foot
of the cut plus a flat fee (inspection) of $10.00, minimum $50.00 per permit. After the work
required herein has been completed, the department of public works will maintain the cuts after
any applicable warranties specified herein from the fees charged and received under this
section.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-257. Working within a street or roadbed.
No cuts shall be made in any street, sidewalk, curb or neutral ground of the city by the
utility company for the purpose of service to any property abutting on or near the street, without
first making application to the city engineer, and obtaining a permit therefore as hereinafter
provided. Utility company is required to submit a drawing along with description of work. Utility
company will be required to repair street according to the procedure outlined herein. All cuts
shall be made in such a manner that the pavement repair will have a neat square or rectangular
outline. Backfill material in zone II shall be designated as flowable fill, unless approved
otherwise by the city engineer. If removal of pavement is more than 36 square feet (6' × 6'),
utility company or contractor for utility may be required to provide the city a $5,000.00
construction bond but warrant street repair work for a period of one year after work is completed
and accepted by the city engineer. During the one year period the utility company or contractor
will correct any deficiencies in the construction and/or repair resulting from improper
construction, trench settlement, or damages to other utilities. Utility company or contractor will
keep rights of way or easements clear of all earth, trees, limbs, and any other debris resulting
from the construction and maintenance operations. From the commencement of any cut made
and all times during the maintenance of the cut by the permittee, the permittee shall maintain
such barricades and warning devices as may be necessary to adequately warn members of the
traveling public and to safeguard against accidents. The utility company, its contractor, any
subcontractor or anyone directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose acts
any of them may be liable, shall indemnify and hold harmless the City of Natchez, its officers,
agents and employees from any and all claims, damages, losses and expenses, including
attorney's fees arising out of or resulting from the performance of the excavation or any other
work covered by the permit provided that any such claim, damage, loss or expense is caused in
whole or in part by any negligent act or omission of the company, contractor, subcontractor or
other party directly or indirectly employed by any of them or anyone for whose acts any of them
may be liable, regardless of whether or not it is caused in part by the party indemnified
hereunder, excepting only such injury or damage as shall have been occasioned by the sole
negligence of the City of Natchez. The city engineer is authorized to establish and promulgate
such additional regulations as he may deem necessary or appropriate to protect the public
interest and safety, including a requirement for the furnishing of public liability insurance as
required by the city.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
_____
Sec. 130-258. Utility trench backfill within streets.

In order to reduce unacceptable settlements after construction, the following procedure
is implemented. Reduction of settlements can be achieved by reducing the compressibility of
the backfill materials by either: (i) improving compaction or, (ii) utilizing a less compressible
backfill material. A typical trench detail is shown in Figure 1. For purposes of discussion, the
trench has been subdivided into three zones. Backfill material classifications which could be
utilized in each zone alone with recommended compaction criteria are provided in Table 1. Any
combination of the materials listed (a—d) could be used in Zone II. The flowable fill will result in
the best performance, the excavated earth fill will result in the poorest performance, and the
performance of the granular materials (pea gravel and sand-clay-gravel) will be intermediate.
TABLE I
ZONE

I
II

CLASSIFICATION
Sand (SP, SP-SM, SW or
SW-SM)
a) Flowable fill

b) Sand-clay-gravel
(GP-GW or GP-GC)

c) Pea gravel (GP)

d) Excavated earth fill (ML,
CL)

COMPACTION
Two passes with a vibratory
compactor for each 12-in lift
None required. Should
satisfy requirements for
flowable fill in Sect. 631
Mississippi Standard
Specifications for Road and
Bridge Construction (2004
Edition)
96% of the standard
Proctor. Maximum dry
density at moisture
contents within 2% of the
optimum moisture content.
Maximum of 5-inch thick
loose lifts
Two passes with a vibratory
plate compactor over
finished surface of backfill
96% of the standard
Proctor. Maximum dry
density at moisture
contents within 2% of the
optimum moisture content.
Maximum 5-inch thick loose
lifts

The thickness of the pavement structure (Zone III) utilized to patch the trench excavations will
be dependent on the anticipated traffic volume. Table II provides required minimum pavement
thicknesses for three traffic categories—Light, medium and heavy. Required minimum
thicknesses for asphalt pavement patches and concrete pavement patches are summarized in
Table II.
TABLE II
Pavement

Traffic Category

Minimum

Type

Asphalt

Concrete

Light traffic—Minor streets
and culs-de-sac
Medium traffic—Secondary
streets and
marginal-access streets
Heavy traffic—Arterial
streets and major streets
Light traffic—Minor streets
and culs-de-sac
Medium traffic—Secondary
streets and
marginal-access streets
Heavy traffic—Arterial
streets and major streets

Thickness
(inches)
6
8

8
6
7

8

The asphalt is required to be compacted in two-inch thick lifts. A tack coat is required to be used
between lifts and, if the subgrade consists of pea gravel or sand-clay-gravel, a tack coat is
required to be applied to the subgrade.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Figure 1, typical trench detail, is not set out herein, but is on file and available for inspection in
the office of the city clerk.
_____
Sec. 130-259. Maintenance of traffic.
No person or utility company shall obstruct in any manner any of the public streets within
the corporate limits of the city without approval from the office of city engineer or approved
permit. Utility shall conform to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, latest edition.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-260. Directional boring.
Directional boring inside the city limits may be addressed on a case by case basis by the
city engineer. No directional boring will be allowed without express written permission from the
city engineer in addition to the permit requirement above. Plans and/or descriptions of work
shall be submitted to the office of the city engineer no later than 30 working days prior to
scheduled work is to begin. Emergency work will be reviewed on case by case basis. Small
service bores can be reviewed on a case by case basis by the city engineer.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-261. Penalty.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall be served by the city with
written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the
satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice,
permanently cease all violations. Any person or company who shall continue any violation
beyond the time limit provided for shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof
shall be fined in the amount not exceeding $500.00 for each violation. Each calendar day in
which any such violation does continue shall be deemed a separate offense. Any person or
company violating any of the provisions of the policy shall become liable to the city for any
expense, loss or damage occasioned by the city by reason of such violation.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)
Sec. 130-262. Separability.
If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this article, or the
application of same to any person or set of circumstances is for any reason held to be
unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions of this article or their
application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not be affected thereby, it being the
intent of the mayor and board of aldermen in adopting this article that no portion hereof or
provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or fail by reason of any
unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and all provisions of this
article are declared to be severable for that purpose.
(Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, 3-28-06)

Chapters 131—133 RESERVED
Chapter 134 ZONING
Sec. 134-1.
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Zoning ordinances not affected by Code.

Sec. 134-1. Zoning ordinances not affected by Code.
Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code shall affect any ordinance
pertaining to zoning, and all such ordinances are hereby recognized as continuing in full force
and effect to the same extent as if set out at length in this Code.
(Ord. of 12-17-63, as amended)
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10-64
98-1—98-4.1,
98-5—98-13,
98-36—98-39,
98-61—98-64.1
90-176
90-26
90-161
38-51
90-251
90-206, 90-207
90-266
86-35
30-3
54-31—54-34
78-29
18-168
18-170, 18-171
18-172
18-210
90-144
90-301—90-305
130-251—130-259
102-9

2006-1
2006-4
2006-5
2007-1
2007-2
2009-1
2010-1
2010-5
2010-6
2011-1
2011-2
2011-3
2012-1
2013-2

3-28-06
5-23-06
11-28-06
1- 9-07
3-27-07
3-24-09
8-10-10
11-23-10
12-14-10
1-31-11
1-31-11
9-13-11
8-14-12
4-23-13

2013-3

4-23-13

1
1—4
Added
1
1—11
1
1
Added
1
1
1
Added
1
Rpld
1
Added
1
1

1

130-251—130-262
50-151—50-154
90-27
122-8
130-46
90-27
50-28
50-2
94-52
26-26
Ch. 98
130-115, 130-116
102-9
90-26, 90-161,
90-176, 90-206,
90-207, 90-236,
90-251, 90-266
90-176

STATE LAW REFERENCE TABLE
This table shows the location within this Charter and Code, either in the text or notes following
the text, of references to Mississippi Code Annotated of 1972.
MCA 1972
Section
Section
this Code

1-1-25
1-3-1 et seq.
1-3-17
1-3-29
1-3-33
1-3-35
1-3-37
1-3-39
1-3-41
1-3-49
1-3-63
1-3-65
1-3-67
1-3-69
3.9-13-1 et seq.

1-11
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
1-2
Ch. 102

11-51-75
11-53-53
17-1-1 et seq.
17-1-3
17-1-11
17-1-11 et seq.
17-1-23 et seq.
17-1-27
17-3-1
17-3-1 et seq.
17-13-1 et seq.
17-17-1 et seq.
17-17-3
17-17-5
17-17-401 et seq.
19-5-1 et seq.
19-19-1 et seq.
19-27-21 et seq.
tit. 21
21-1-27 et seq.
21-13-1
21-13-3
21-13-7
21-13-15
21-13-19

21-15-1 et seq.
21-15-7 et seq.
21-15-17 et seq.
21-15-19
21-15-21
21-15-23
21-15-25 et seq.
21-15-31

Ch. 90
118-35
1-5
Ch. 110
Ch. 134
Ch. 54
Char. § 27
Ch. 134
Ch. 126
102-3
2-362
Ch. 18, Art. IV
Ch. 18
Ch. 66
66-1
Ch. 66
38-57
Ch. 46
Char. § 27
Ch. 126
Ch. 2
Char. § 1
Char. § 25
2-2
Char. § 41
1-8, 1-9
1-1
1-5
Ch. 50
50-1
Ch. 2
Char. § 32
2-101
2-137
2-137
2-137
2-139
Ch. 2, Art. III,
Div. 3
Ch. 90

21-15-33 et seq.
21-15-38
21-17-1

21-17-1 et seq.
21-17-5
21-19-1

21-19-3
21-19-5 et seq.
21-19-9

21-19-11
21-19-15

21-19-17
21-19-21
21-19-23
21-19-25

21-19-31

2-3
2-136
2-211
Ch. 54
Ch. 94
Ch. 130
Char. § 2
Ch. 50, Art. IV
34-1
Ch. 42
Ch. 50
Ch. 66
Ch. 122
Ch. 42
Ch. 42
Ch. 10
Ch. 10, Art. IV
10-2
Ch. 42, Art. IV
42-82
Ch. 34, Art. II
Ch. 38
Ch. 50
Ch. 50, Art. IV
Ch. 42
Ch. 50, Art. IV
Ch. 38
Ch. 90
Ch. 38
Ch. 38
38-51
42-1
Ch. 90
90-26
90-161
90-176
90-206
90-207
Ch. 54

21-19-33
21-19-35
21-19-45 et seq.
21-19-63
21-21-1
21-21-1 et seq.
21-21-5
21-23-1
21-23-1 et seq.

21-23-7

21-23-7(4)
21-23-7(5)
21-23-7(11)
21-23-8
21-23-11
21-25-1 et seq.
21-27-1 et seq.
21-27-5
21-27-7
21-27-9
21-27-13 et seq.
21-27-121
21-27-131 et seq.
21-27-151 et seq.
21-31-13
21-33-1 et seq.
21-33-5
21-33-7

Ch. 122
Ch. 18
Ch. 18, Art. III
42-26
Ch. 58
Ch. 2, Art. VI,
Div. 3
Ch. 126
2-211
Ch. 46
Ch. 10
46-3
Char. § 26
Char. § 40A
Ch. 26, Art. II
26-36
Char. § 40A
Ch. 2, Art. III,
Div. 4
2-168
26-46
26-45
2-126
2-137
Ch. 38
Ch. 130
Ch. 18
Ch. 122
Ch. 130
130-49
Ch. 130
Ch. 2, Art. V,
Div. 2
Ch. 78
Ch. 78
Ch. 78
Char. § 7
Ch. 70
70-2
70-2

21-33-15
21-33-27
21-33-41
21-33-47
21-33-67
21-33-201 et seq.
21-33-301 et seq.
21-33-301(g)
21-35-3
21-35-11
21-35-13
21-37-1 et seq.
21-37-3
21-37-3 et seq.
21-37-9
21-37-21
21-37-31
21-37-33 et seq.
21-37-47
21-39-05
21-39-07
21-39-13
21-39-19
21-41-1 et seq.
21-41-13
21-41-21
23-15-1 et seq.
23-15-11 et seq.
23-15-559
23-15-611
25-1-1 et seq.
25-1-15
25-1-19
25-1-45

Ch. 126
2-137
2-137
2-137
2-137
70-5
Char. § 27
Ch. 54
Char. § 17
Ch. 2, Art. VI
2-137
2-137
Char. § 27
Ch. 54
Ch. 130
Ch. 122
74-525
Ch. 94
Ch. 86
Ch. 54, Art. II
Ch. 94
Ch. 130
2-137
2-137
2-137
2-137
Char. § 27
Ch. 122
2-137
2-137
Ch. 30
Char. § 4
Ch. 30
Ch. 30
Ch. 62
2-211
2-103
2-211
2-103

25-5-1 et seq.
25-41-1 et seq.
25-61-1 et seq.
27-1-1 et seq.
27-17-1 et seq.
27-17-1—27-17-521
27-17-35
27-17-451
27-17-453
27-17-455
27-17-467
27-17-473
27-19-1 et seq.
27-27-1—27-27-305
27-29-1 et seq.
27-31-101 et seq.
27-39-301 et seq.
27-41-1 et seq.
27-41-3
27-41-5
27-41-9
27-51-1 et seq.
27-51-19
27-51-29
27-69-69
27-71-1 et seq.
27-71-345
27-105-301 et seq.
27-105-303
27-105-315
27-105-327
27-109-1
31-3-1 et seq.

31-3-23
31-7-1

2-104
2-37
2-138
Ch. 70
Ch. 18
Ch. 58
18-26
Ch. 78
18-29
18-29
18-31
18-28
Ch. 18, Art. VIII
18-33
74-111
18-27
Char. § 27
Ch. 70
Ch. 70
70-4
70-4
70-4
70-4
Ch. 70, Art. II
Ch. 70, Art. II
70-32
18-36
Ch. 6
Ch. 6
2-336
2-336
2-336
2-336
70-7
Ch. 90
Ch. 90, Art. V,
Div. 3
90-125
Ch. 90
2-348

31-7-1 et seq.
31-7-13
31-7-13(k)
33-15-1 et seq.
33-15-5
33-15-17
33-15-19
33-15-23
33-15-25(b)
33-15-27
33-15-31
33-15-49
33-15-301 et seq.
37-13-91
37-41-1
39-7-1 et seq.
39-13-1 et seq.
39-13-5
39-13-19
41-3-43
41-3-57
41-23-13

41-26-1 et seq.

41-27-1 et seq.
41-29-1 et seq.

Ch. 2, Art. III,
Div. 5
2-346
2-348
22-27
22-26
22-30
22-31
22-31
22-34
22-34
22-34
22-32
22-31
22-31
50-78
50-79
74-1
102-6
102-15
86-107
102-37
102-1
102-36
102-9
Ch. 42
Ch. 42
34-1
Ch. 42
Ch. 50
Ch. 66
42-171
42-172
42-191
42-192
42-193
42-194
Ch. 42, Art. III
Ch. 42
50-27

41-43-1 et seq.
41-53-1 et seq.
41-53-11
43-1-1 et seq.
43-1-12
43-21-101 et seq.
43-31-27 et seq.
43-31-31
43-35-1 et seq.
45-1-2 et seq.
45-5-1 et seq.
45-6-1 et seq.
45-9-53
45-9-101
45-11-1 et seq.
45-11-101
45-11-201 et seq.
45-11-251 et seq.
45-13-1 et seq.
45-39-15
47-1-39
47-1-39 et seq.
47-1-41
47-1-47

49-5-7
49-7-1 et seq.
49-23-1 et seq.
49-25-1 et seq.
49-25-5
55-3-1 et seq.
55-9-1 et seq.
61-3-1 et seq.
61-5-1 et seq.

Ch. 94
Ch. 10
Ch. 10, Art. III
10-10
10-64
Ch. 46
Char. § 27
50-80
Ch. 94
Ch. 94
94-30
Ch. 90
Ch. 110
Ch. 46
Ch. 46
Ch. 46
50-2
18-233
Ch. 38
38-51
Ch. 38, Art. II
Ch. 38, Art. II
Ch. 38
26-26
46-28
46-27
26-36
1-5
26-36
46-28
Ch. 10, Art. II
Ch. 10
Ch. 86
Ch. 114, Art. II
114-26
Ch. 54
Ch. 54
Ch. 14
Ch. 14

61-5-15
61-5-33 et seq.
61-5-39
61-5-41
61-7-1 et seq.
63-1-43(4)
63-3-1 et seq.
63-3-101 et seq.
63-3-125(a)
63-3-201 et seq.
63-3-205
63-3-207
63-3-209
63-3-211
63-3-211(a)1
63-3-211(a)3
63-3-305
63-3-309
63-3-315
63-3-423
63-3-505
63-3-509
63-3-517
63-3-603
63-3-705
63-3-905
63-3-1101
63-3-1103
63-3-1211
63-5-1 et seq.
63-5-51
63-5-55
63-7-19
63-7-39

14-45
14-45
14-41
14-46
14-46
Ch. 14
Ch. 78, Art. II,
Div. 3
Ch. 74
74-1
1-2
Ch. 74
74-52, 74-53
74-186
74-54
74-421
Ch. 74
Ch. 74
Ch. 74, Art. XII
74-267
74-131
74-132
74-451
74-186
78-34
74-206
74-209
74-186
74-161
74-232
74-88
74-451
74-452
Ch. 66
Ch. 122
74-260
74-260
66-87
74-186
74-298

63-7-64
63-7-65(3)
63-9-1 et seq.
63-9-13
63-9-17
63-9-21
63-11-3
63-13-1 et seq.
63-15-5
63-23-1 et seq.
65-1-8(2)(f)
65-1-75
65-5-19
65-7-1 et seq.
65-19-1 et seq.
65-27-1 et seq.
67-1-5
67-3-1 et seq.
67-3-5
67-3-9
67-3-53
67-3-65
69-3-1(14)
69-7-401 et seq.
69-11-1 et seq.
69-13-1 et seq.
69-23-1 et seq.
73-39-1 et seq.
75-27-1 et seq.
75-29-1 et seq.
75-29-101 et seq.
75-31-1 et seq.
75-31-401 et seq.
75-33-1 et seq.
75-75-1 et seq.
75-76-195
75-85-1 et seq.

74-396
74-422
Ch. 74
74-87
74-86
74-77
26-36
18-170
Ch. 78
Ch. 74, Art. XIX
74-525
74-133
74-232
Ch. 122
Char. § 28
Char. § 27
6-26
6-61
6-26
Ch. 6
6-69
Ch. 6
Ch. 42, Art. IV
42-26
Ch. 10
10-6
10-88
Ch. 42, Art. IV
Ch. 10
Ch. 18
Ch. 42, Art. II
Ch. 42, Art. II
Ch. 42, Art. II
Ch. 42, Art. II
Ch. 42, Art. II
Ch. 18, Art. III
70-6
42-26
Ch. 58

77-5-701 et seq.
77-7-1 et seq.
77-7-9(n)
77-7-41 et seq.
77-9-1 et seq.
77-9-235
77-9-237
77-9-247
85-7-131
95-3-1 et seq.
97-1-1 et seq.
97-1-3 et seq.
97-5-11
97-15-29
97-15-29 et seq.
97-17-39
97-17-71
97-23-1 et seq.
97-25-5 et seq.
97-27-1 et seq.
97-27-3
97-27-15
97-27-19
97-29-49 et seq.
97-31-5 et seq.
97-33-7
97-35-13
97-35-37 et seq.
97-35-45
97-41-1 et seq.
99-19-20
99-19-31
99-27-1 et seq.
99-27-37

Ch. 130
Ch. 78
Ch. 18, Art. IV
Ch. 78, Art. II,
Div. 2
Ch. 74, Art. XVIII
74-522
74-521
74-525
Ch. 126
34-1
Ch. 50
78-42
Ch. 18
66-87
Ch. 66
Ch. 122
94-38
Ch. 114, Art. II
Ch. 86
Ch. 74, Art. XVIII
Ch. 42
10-8
10-8
10-8
78-41
Ch. 6
Ch. 18, Art. VII
Ch. 34, Art. II
50-51
Ch. 38
Ch. 10
10-7
Char. § 40A
26-41
Ch. 50
Ch. 6
Ch. 42

i

--(1)--

Editor's note—
The charter of the City of Natchez, according to the best available data, was originally
enacted by the state legislature January 28, 1846, as Laws 1846, at page 479. The
compilation of the charter in this volume is derived from the city's 1954 Code as
the charter appeared therein, and is unofficial. Amendments to the charter since
1954 are set out herein. Amendments to the charter are indicated by parenthetical
history notes following amended provisions. The absence of a history note
indicates that the provision remains unchanged from the original charter. Obvious
misspellings have been corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, a
uniform system of headings, catchlines and citations to state statutes has been
used. Additions made for clarity are indicated by brackets. Other changes have
been made pursuant to instructions from the city.
ii

--(1)--

Election, powers, etc., of city officers generally, § 5 et seq.
Aviation, ch. 14; tourist guide board, § 18-151 et seq.; civil emergencies, ch. 22; courts,
ch. 26; elections, ch. 30; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; fire department, §
38-26 et seq.; bureau of fire prevention, § 38-53; law enforcement, ch. 46; parks
and recreation, ch. 54; Natchez Recreation Council, § 54-31 et seq.; personnel, ch.
62; solid waste, ch. 66; litter control officer, § 66-86; taxation, ch. 70; traffic
department, § 74-26 et seq.; land development code administration, ch. 82;
construction codes board of appeal, § 90-71 et seq.; board of examiners, § 90-141
et seq.; cemeteries, ch. 94; cemetery sexton, § 94-66 et seq.; administration of
flood chapter, § 98-36 et seq.; Natchez Preservation Commission, § 102-36 et seq.;
planning, ch. 110; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122; utilities, ch.
130; board of water commissioners, § 130-71 et seq.; superintendent of the
waterworks, § 130-79.
Municipalities, MCA 1972, tit. 21; municipal officers and records, MCA 1972, § 21-15-1 et
seq.
iii

--(2)--

Municipal attorney, MCA 1972, § 21-15-25 et seq.
iv

--(3)--

Appointment of public defender authorized, MCA 1972, § 21-23-7.
v

--(4)--

Public purchases, MCA 1972, § 31-7-1 et seq.
vi

--(5)--

Aviation, ch. 14; railroads, § 74-521 et seq.; utilities, ch. 130.
Municipal public utility commission, MCA 1972, § 21-27-13 et seq.
vii

--(6)--

Fiscal year, MCA 1972, § 21-35-3.
viii

--(7)--

Municipal donations, MCA 1972, § 21-19-45 et seq.
ix

--(1)--

Editor's note—
Omitted provisions of this chapter are in the process of revision.
Businesses, ch. 18; food, § 42-26 et seq.; alcoholic beverages in recreational centers and
parks, § 54-2; transportation of alcoholic beverages in taxicab, § 78-38;
consumption of alcoholic beverages in taxicab, § 78-39; operation of taxicab after
consumption of alcoholic beverages, § 78-40; advertising, ch. 86; zoning, ch. 134.
Alcoholic beverage taxes, MCA 1972, § 27-71-1 et seq.; municipal privilege tax on light
wines or beer, MCA 1972, § 27-71-345; local option as to light beer, MCA 1972, §
67-3-9; local powers as to light wines and beers, MCA 1972, § 67-3-65; intoxicating
beverage offenses, MCA 1972, § 97-31-5 et seq.; proceedings for intoxicating
beverage offenses, MCA 1972, § 99-27-1 et seq.
x

--(1)--

Departments subordinate to department of public works, § 2-247; businesses, ch. 18;
horse-drawn carriage tours, § 18-181 et seq.; noise, § 34-26 et seq.; health and
sanitation, ch. 42; disposal of manure, § 42-141 et seq.; mistreatment of police
dogs, § 46-3; traffic and vehicles, ch. 74; advertising, ch. 86; zoning, ch. 134.
Animals at large, pounds, cooperative agreements, MCA 1972, § 21-19-9; purchasing
dogs for use of police department, MCA 1972, § 21-21-5; dogs and rabies control,
MCA 1972, § 41-53-1 et seq.; hunting and fishing, MCA 1972, § 49-7-1 et seq.;
livestock, MCA 1972, § 69-11-1 et seq.; veterinarians, MCA 1972, § 73-39-1 et seq.;
cruelty to animals, MCA 1972, § 97-41-1 et seq.
xi

--(2)--

What birds protected, MCA 1972, § 49-5-7.
xii

--(3)--

Dogs generally, MCA 1972, § 41-53-1 et seq.
xiii

--(4)--

Authority of city to impound animals, § 27(20).
Authority of city to impound animals, MCA 1972, § 21-19-9.
xiv

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2; franchise and utility commission, § 2-311 et seq.; businesses, ch.
18; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; traffic and vehicles, ch. 74; advertising,
ch. 86; zoning, ch. 134.
Airport authorities, MCA 1972, § 61-3-1 et seq.; acquisition, disposition and support of
airport facilities, MCA 1972, § 61-5-1 et seq.; airport zoning, MCA 1972, § 61-7-1 et
seq.
xv

--(1)--

Editor's note—
Ord. No. 1987-5, §§ 3—6, adopted Oct. 27, 1987, and recorded in the Office of the
Secretary of State Jan. 12, 1988, amended the Charter of the city, §§ 5, 7(a), 18 and
24, to abolish the office of city assessor and collector of taxes and to transfer the
duties thereof to the office of the city clerk or the tax assessor and collector of
Adams County.
Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6; animals, ch. 10; aviation, ch. 14; health and sanitation, ch. 42;
peddlers and solicitors, ch. 58; taxation, ch. 70; railroads, § 74-521 et seq.;
vehicles for hire, ch. 78; advertising, ch. 86; buildings and building regulations,
ch. 90; manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 106; secondhand dealers, ch. 114;
sexually oriented businesses, ch. 118; subdivisions, ch. 126; utilities, ch. 130;
zoning, ch. 134.
Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1974, MCA 1972, § 17-13-1 et seq.; municipal regulation of
circuses, shows, theaters and other amusements, MCA 1972, § 21-19-33;
municipal franchises for pipes, conduits and pipelines, MCA 1972, § 21-27-5; local
privilege taxes, MCA 1972, § 27-17-1 et seq.; weights and measures, MCA 1972, §
75-27-1 et seq.; certain minors prohibited from entering pool room or billiard hall,
MCA 1972, § 97-5-11.
xvi

--(2)--

Taxation, ch. 70.
xvii

--(3)--

Authority to regulate circuses, § 27(17).
Municipal regulation of circuses, shows, theaters and other amusements, MCA 1972, §
21-19-33; carnivals, circuses and fairs, MCA 1972, § 75-75-1 et seq.
xviii

--(4)--

Editor's note—

Ord. No. 1998-1, §§ 1—6, adopted Mar. 24, 1998, enacted provisions which pertained to
tours and tourist guides. Sec. 1 of such ordinance provided for a new ch. 24,
community development, such article 1 thereof being tourism management, §§
24-101—24-129. For purposes of classification, the editor has redesignated such
provisions as §§ 18-111—18-120 and 18-125—18-129, with the exception of §
24-101, findings, purpose and declaration, which was omitted from codification as
being nonsubstantive to the Code. Sec. 2 of such ordinance amended div. 2, §§
18-131—18-141, herein set out. Sec. 3 repealed former div. 3, tourism guide board,
being §§ 18-151—18-156, derived from the 1969 Code, §§ 29-30—29-35, and the
user's attention is directed to the tourism management council, § 18-112 et al. Sec.
4 of the ordinance repealed former div. 4, tourist guide carriers, §§
18-166—18-171, and enacted a new div. 4, §§ 18-166—18-168, 18-170—18-175. Sec.
5 of the ordinance amended div. 5, horse-drawn carriage tours, as set out in §§
18-181—18-195; and sec. 6 of such ordinance added div. 6, § 18-210.
xix

--(5)--

Law enforcement, ch. 46.
xx

--(6)--

Peddlers and solicitors, ch. 58; secondhand dealers, ch. 114.
xxi

--(7)--

Punchboards, MCA 1972, § 97-33-7.
xxii

--(8)--

Unlawful business not legalized, MCA 1972, § 27-17-473.
xxiii

--(9)--

Buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; historic preservation, ch. 102; zoning, ch. 134.
xxiv

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; law enforcement, ch. 46;
curfew, § 50-76 et seq.; traffic and vehicles, ch. 74; floods, ch. 98; planning, ch.
110.
xxv

--(1)--

General penalty, § 1-5; administration, ch. 2; imprisonment until fine and costs paid, §
46-26; working city prisoners, § 46-28.
xxvi

--(2)--

Municipal courts, MCA 1972, § 21-23-1 et seq.

xxvii

--(3)--

Prisoners, § 46-26 et seq.
xxviii

--(1)--

Wards, § 3; qualifications of voters, § 4; elections generally, § 7 et seq.; recording of
election returns and certificates, § 20; ordering new elections, § 21.
Administration, ch. 2.<UNKNOWN refstateconst>
Electors in municipal elections, qualifications, § 245.</UNKNOWN>
Mississippi Election Code, MCA 1972, § 23-15-1 et seq.; law applicable to municipal
elections, MCA 1972, § 23-15-559; determination of municipal elections, MCA 1972,
§ 23-15-611.
xxix

--(1)--

Fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; health and sanitation, ch. 42; offenses and
miscellaneous provisions, ch. 50; solid waste, ch. 66; floods, ch. 98; streets,
sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122.
xxx

--(2)--

Animals, ch. 10; loud music in parks, § 54-3.
Power of city to preserve good order and peace, MCA 1972, § 21-19-15; disturbance in
public place, MCA 1972, § 97-35-13.
xxxi

--(1)--

Authority of city to provide for prevention of fires, § 27(21)—(28).
Administration, ch. 2; aviation, ch. 14; civil emergencies, ch. 22; environment, ch. 34;
health and sanitation, ch. 42; law enforcement, ch. 46; solid waste, ch. 66; traffic
and vehicles, ch. 74; crossing fire line, § 74-256; precedence of sign article, §
86-31; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; manufactured homes and
trailers, ch. 106; utilities, ch. 130.
Municipal regulation of fireworks, MCA 1972, § 21-19-15; municipal fire regulations, MCA
1972, § 21-19-21; mutual assistance pacts, MCA 1972, § 21-19-23; adoption of
codes, MCA 1972, § 21-19-25; fire departments and fire districts, MCA 1972, §
21-25-1 et seq.; fire protection and safety, MCA 1972, § 45-11-1 et seq.; fireworks
and explosives, MCA 1972, § 45-13-1 et seq.; false alarm of fire, MCA 1972, §
97-35-45.
xxxii

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.

Uniform minimum training standards for firefighters, MCA 1972, § 45-11-201 et seq.;
Mississippi Fire Personnel Minimum Standards and Certification Board, MCA
1972, § 45-11-251 et seq.
xxxiii

--(1)--

Appointment, powers and duties of health officers, § 27(33).
Departments subordinate to department of public works, § 2-247; animals, ch. 10;
businesses, ch. 18; environment, ch. 34; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38;
offenses and miscellaneous provisions, ch. 50; parks and recreation, ch. 54;
peddlers and solicitors, ch. 58; solid waste, ch. 66; precedence of sign article, §
86-31; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; floods, ch. 98; manufactured
homes and trailers, ch. 106; secondhand dealers, ch. 114; utilities, ch. 130.
Municipal health regulations, MCA 1972, § 21-19-1; controlling contagious or infectious
diseases, MCA 1972, § 21-19-3; hospitals, MCA 1972, § 21-19-5 et seq.; restricting
movements of individuals, MCA 1972, § 21-19-17; county department of health,
jurisdiction, MCA 1972, § 41-3-43; municipal regulation of health, MCA 1972, §
41-3-57; suppression of nuisances injurious to public health, MCA 1972, §
41-23-13; poisons, drugs and other controlled substances, MCA 1972, § 41-29-1 et
seq.; crimes affecting public health, MCA 1972, § 97-27-1 et seq.; appropriation to
procure evidence of liquor and narcotics violations, MCA 1972, § 99-27-37.
xxxiv

--(2)--

Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6; transient merchants, § 18-37; peddlers and solicitors, ch. 58.
Sale and inspection of food and drugs, MCA 1972, § 75-29-1 et seq.; municipal inspection
of food, MCA 1972, § 75-29-101 et seq.; milk and milk products, MCA 1972, §
75-31-1 et seq.; sale of cream and cream products, MCA 1972, § 75-31-401 et seq.;
meat, meat-food and poultry regulation and inspection, MCA 1972, § 75-33-1 et
seq.
xxxv

--(3)--

Mosquito control, MCA 1972, § 41-27-1 et seq.
xxxvi

--(4)--

Screening of unsightly junk or abandoned vehicle, § 50-3; abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled or inoperative motor vehicles, § 74-546 et seq.; junk dealers, § 114-26
et seq.
Cleaning private property, lien, MCA 1972, § 21-19-11; "noxious weed seeds" defined,
MCA 1972, § 69-3-1(14); Mississippi Pesticide Law of 1975, MCA 1972, § 69-23-1 et
seq.
xxxvii

--(5)--

Animals, ch. 10.

xxxviii

--(6)--

Editor's note—
Ord. No. 1999-2 §§ 1—6, adopted August 24, 1999, did not specify manner of codification;
hence inclusion as §§ 42-171, 42-172, 42-191—42-194 was at the discretion of the
editor.
Environment, ch. 34; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; utilities, ch. 130.
Mississippi Safe Drinking Water Act, MCA 1972, § 41-26-1 et seq.
xxxix

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2; private security services, § 18-216 et seq.; civil emergencies, ch.
22; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38.
Health, safety and public welfare, MCA 1972, § 19-5-1 et seq.; municipal police and police
departments, MCA 1972, § 21-21-1 et seq.; public welfare, MCA 1972, § 43-1-1 et
seq.; public safety and good order, MCA 1972, § 45-1-2 et seq.; law enforcement
officers training academy, MCA 1972, § 45-5-1 et seq.; law enforcement officers
training program, MCA 1972, § 45-6-1 et seq.
xl

--(2)--

Municipal court public service program, § 26-36 et seq.
xli

--(1)--

Environment, ch. 34; health and sanitation, ch. 42.
State misdemeanors as municipal offenses, MCA 1972, § 21-13-19; abatement of
nuisances, MCA 1972, §§ 21-19-1, 41-23-13; municipal police regulations, MCA
1972, § 21-19-15; crimes, MCA 1972, § 97-1-1 et seq.; general penalty for crimes,
MCA 1972, § 99-19-31.
xlii

--(2)--

Civil emergencies, ch. 22.
Powers of municipal governing authorities, MCA 1972, § 21-17-5; municipal police
regulations, MCA 1972, § 21-19-15; restricting movements of individuals where
public safety is endangered, MCA 1972, § 21-19-17.
xliii

--(3)--

Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2006-4, §§ 1—4, adopted May 23, 2006, added provisions that were not
specifically amendatory. At the editor's discretion, said provisions have been
included herein as §§ 50-151—50-154. It should also be noted that Section 7 of
said ordinance provides for an effective date of July 1, 2006.

Buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; historic preservation, ch. 102; manufactured
homes and trailers, ch. 106; planning, ch. 110; streets, sidewalks and other public
places, ch. 122; subdivisions, ch. 126; zoning, ch. 134.
xliv

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2; departments subordinate to department of public works, § 2-247;
health and sanitation, ch. 42; parades, § 74-476 et seq.; historic preservation, ch.
102; planning, ch. 110; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122.
Creation of municipal playgrounds and parks, MCA 1972, §§ 17-1-3, 21-37-3; purchasing
and holding municipal property for parks, MCA 1972, § 21-17-1; municipal
regulation of parks and public grounds, MCA 1972, § 21-19-31; municipal bonds
for parks and playgrounds, MCA 1972, § 21-33-301(g); state parks and forests,
MCA 1972, § 55-3-1 et seq.; municipal park and recreational facilities, MCA 1972, §
55-9-1 et seq.
xlv

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.
Park commission, MCA 1972, § 21-37-33 et seq.
xlvi

--(1)--

Businesses, ch. 18; transient merchants, § 18-37; precious metals and gems dealers, §
18-266 et seq.; health and sanitation, ch. 42; food, § 42-26 et seq.
Municipal regulation of transient vendors, MCA 1972, § 21-19-35; local privilege taxes,
MCA 1972, § 27-17-1 et seq.; transient vendors, MCA 1972, § 75-85-1 et seq.
xlvii

--(1)--

Editor's note—
This chapter is in the process of revision.
Administration, ch. 2.
Public officers and employees, MCA 1972, § 25-1-1 et seq.
xlviii

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2; departments subordinate to department of public works, § 2-247;
environment, ch. 34; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; health and sanitation,
ch. 42; utilities, ch. 130.
Solid wastes disposal, MCA 1972, § 17-17-1 et seq.; municipal collection and disposal of
garbage and rubbish, MCA 1972, §§ 17-17-5, 21-19-1; suppression of nuisances
injurious to public health, MCA 1972, § 41-23-13; littering or putting dangerous
material on property or highway, MCA 1972, §§ 63-3-1211, 97-15-29 et seq.

xlix

--(1)--

General powers of taxation, §§ 27(1), (59), 29; lien for taxes, state law to apply, § 29A.
Administration, ch. 2; businesses, ch. 18; licensing, § 18-26 et seq.; tourist guides, §
18-121 et seq.
Municipal taxation, MCA 1972, § 21-33-1 et seq.; taxation and finance generally, MCA
1972, § 27-1-1 et seq.; new factories and enterprises, exemptions, MCA 1972, §
27-31-101 et seq.; local ad valorem tax levies, MCA 1972, § 27-39-301 et seq.
l

--(2)--

Traffic and vehicles, ch. 74.
Motor vehicle ad valorem taxes, MCA 1972, § 27-51-1 et seq.; assessment schedule
prepared by state tax commission, MCA 1972, § 27-51-19.
li

--(1)--

Editor's note—
Ord. No. 1998-2, adopted Mar. 3, 1998, amended the city zoning ordinance to provide for
the regulation of commercial use antenna towers and satellite dishes. At the
direction of the city, such provisions have been included in the Code and were
designated by the editor as art. II, §§ 71-21—71-26, 71-36—71-39, 71-51, 71-52,
71-61—71-72.
lii

--(1)--

Departments subordinate to the department of engineering, § 2-262; animals, ch. 10;
aviation, ch. 14; tourist guides, § 18-121 et seq.; tourist guide carriers, § 18-166 et
seq.; civil emergencies, ch. 22; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; tax on motor
vehicles, § 70-31 et seq.; vehicles for hire, ch. 78; manufactured homes and
trailers, ch. 106; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122.
Traffic regulations and rules of the road, MCA 1972, § 63-3-1 et seq.; obedience to and
effect of traffic laws, MCA 1972, § 63-3-201 et seq.; local traffic regulations, MCA
1972, §§ 63-3-209, 63-3-211; traffic violations procedure, MCA 1972, § 63-9-1 et
seq.
liii

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.
liv

--(3)--

Editor's note—
Speed limits within the city limits shall be amended in accordance with the latest
approved ordinance on speed limits.

lv

--(4)--

Authority of city to regulate parking, MCA 1972, § 63-3-211(a)1.
lvi

--(5)--

Parks and recreation, ch. 54.
lvii

--(6)--

Franchise and utility commission, § 2-311 et seq.; businesses, ch. 18.
Railroads and other common carriers, MCA 1972, § 77-9-1 et seq.; offenses affecting
railroads, MCA 1972, § 97-25-5 et seq.
lviii

--(7)--

Condition of premises, § 42-81 et seq.; screening of unsightly junk or abandoned
vehicles, § 50-3; junk dealers, § 114-26 et seq.
Abandoned motor vehicles, MCA 1972, § 63-23-1 et seq.
lix

--(1)--

Businesses, ch. 18; tourist guides, § 18-121 et seq.; traffic and vehicles, ch. 74;
advertising, ch. 86; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122; zoning, ch.
134.
Municipal regulation of rates and charges of vehicles for hire, MCA 1972, § 21-27-121;
licensing of operators of vehicles for hire, MCA 1972, § 21-27-131 et seq.;
licensing of bus drivers, MCA 1972, § 21-27-151 et seq.; privilege tax on
automobiles for hire or rent, MCA 1972, § 27-17-35; application of safety
responsibility law to vehicles for hire, MCA 1972, § 63-15-5; motor carriers, MCA
1972, § 77-7-1 et seq.
lx

--(2)--

Certificates of public convenience and necessity of motor carriers, MCA 1972, § 77-7-41
et seq.
lxi

--(3)--

Taxicab driver required to have commercial driver's license, MCA 1972, § 63-1-43(4).
lxii

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2.
lxiii

--(1)--

Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6; animals, ch. 10; aviation, ch. 14; businesses, ch. 18; vehicles
for hire, ch. 78; advertising matter in or on taxicabs, § 78-36; secondhand dealers,
ch. 114; sexually oriented businesses, ch. 118; zoning, ch. 134.
Advertising signs on parking meters, MCA 1972, § 21-37-31; outdoor advertising, MCA
1972, § 49-23-1 et seq.; offenses relating to advertising, MCA 1972, § 97-23-1 et
seq.
lxiv

--(2)--

Historic preservation, ch. 102.
lxv

--(1)--

Departments subordinate to department of public works, § 2-247; departments
subordinate to the department of engineering, § 2-262; businesses, ch. 18; bed
and breakfast facilities, § 18-361 et seq.; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38;
health and sanitation, ch. 42; disposal of building debris, § 66-40; precedence of
sign article, § 86-31; floods, ch. 98; historic preservation, ch. 102; manufactured
homes and trailers, ch. 106; planning, ch. 110; streets, sidewalks and other public
places, ch. 122; subdivisions, ch. 126; utilities, ch. 130; zoning, ch. 134.
Appeal to circuit court from municipal authorities, MCA 1972, § 11-51-75; compensation
of building inspector, MCA 1972, § 21-15-31; fire limits, dangerous buildings, etc.,
MCA 1972, § 21-19-21; building and other codes, MCA 1972, § 21-19-25; state
board of public contractors, MCA 1972, § 31-3-1 et seq.; appeal from order or
decision of state board of public contractors, MCA 1972, § 31-3-23; urban renewal
and redevelopment, MCA 1972, § 43-35-1 et seq.
lxvi

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.
lxvii

--(3)--

Administration, ch. 2.
State board of public contractors, MCA 1972, § 31-3-1 et seq.
lxviii

--(4)--

Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2005-3, §§ 1—5, adopted Sept. 13, 2005, amended the Code by adding
provisions that were not specifically amendatory. At the editor's discretion, said
provisions have been included herein as §§ 90-301—90-305.
lxix

--(1)--

Regulation of burying grounds, appointment of sextons, § 27(33); authority of city to
prevent interment of deceased persons within the city, § 27(34).

Administration, ch. 2; historic preservation, ch. 102; zoning, ch. 134.
Authority of city to purchase and hold real estate for cemeteries, MCA 1972, § 21-17-1;
public cemeteries, MCA 1972, § 21-37-21; exercise of eminent domain to secure
land for cemeteries, MCA 1972, § 21-37-47; cemeteries and burial grounds, MCA
1972, § 41-43-1 et seq.; burial of paupers and strangers, MCA 1972, § 43-31-27 et
seq.; burial of strangers by city, MCA 1972, § 43-31-31.
lxx

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.
lxxi

--(1)--

Editor's note—
Sec. 1 of Ord. No. 2011-2, adopted Jan. 31, 2011, repealed Ord. No. 2003-1, adopted Feb.
11, 2003, from which ch. 98 derived. Sec. 2 of said ordinance adopted a new
"Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance" which is on file and can be viewed in the
city's offices.
lxxii

--(1)--

Bed and breakfast facilities, § 18-361 et seq.; parks and recreation, ch. 54; signs in
historical areas, § 86-106 et seq.; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90;
cemeteries, ch. 94; planning, ch. 110; zoning, ch. 134.
Historic preservation districts and landmarks, MCA 1972, § 39-13-1 et seq.
lxxiii

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.
lxxiv

--(1)--

Editor's note—
This chapter is in the process of revision.
Businesses, ch. 18; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; health and sanitation, ch. 42;
traffic and vehicles, ch. 74; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; tying down
of mobile homes, house trailers, etc., § 90-28; floods, ch. 98; planning, ch. 110;
secondhand dealers, ch. 114; streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122;
subdivisions, ch. 126; utilities, ch. 130; zoning, ch. 134.
lxxv

--(1)--

Planning, § 27(50)—(58).
Administration, ch. 2; civil emergencies, ch. 22; parks and recreation, ch. 54; buildings
and building regulations, ch. 90; floods, ch. 98; historic preservation, ch. 102;
manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 106; subdivisions, ch. 126; zoning, ch. 134.

Zoning, planning and subdivision regulations, MCA 1972, § 17-1-1 et seq.; urban renewal
and redevelopment, MCA 1972, § 43-35-1 et seq.
lxxvi

--(1)--

Businesses, ch. 18; precious metals and gems dealers, § 18-266 et seq.; health and
sanitation, ch. 42; advertising, ch. 86; manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 106;
zoning, ch. 134.
lxxvii

--(2)--

Condition of premises, § 42-81 et seq.; screening of unsightly junk or abandoned
vehicles, § 50-3; disposal of scrap metal, § 66-43; abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled or inoperative motor vehicles, § 74-546 et seq.
Junkyards, MCA 1972, § 49-25-1 et seq.; junk dealers to keep records of certain materials,
MCA 1972, § 97-17-71.
lxxviii

--(3)--

Editor's note—
This article is reserved for future use.
lxxix

--(1)--

Businesses, ch. 18; advertising, ch. 86; zoning, ch. 134.
lxxx

--(1)--

Editor's note—
This chapter is in the process of revision. The sections included herein were revised by
the city. The remainder of the chapter will be added later. If necessary, section
numbers can be changed.
Roads, streets and alleys generally, § 27(2) et seq.; paving streets and alleys, § 27(43);
changing grades of streets, sidewalks, § 27(44); city to constitute separate road
district, § 28; pavements and gutters, § 31.
Administration, ch. 2; departments subordinate to department of public works, § 2-247;
environment, ch. 34; parks and recreation, ch. 54; traffic and vehicles, ch. 74;
obstruction of streets by railroads, § 74-522; vehicles for hire, ch. 78; buildings
and building regulations, ch. 90; floods, ch. 98; manufactured homes and trailers,
ch. 106; subdivisions, ch. 126; utilities, ch. 130.
Accumulation of offensive matter in alleys, etc., MCA 1972, § 21-19-1; regulation of public
places, MCA 1972, § 21-19-31; pipes, conduits and pipelines, MCA 1972, § 21-27-5;
streets and sidewalks, MCA 1972, § 21-37-3 et seq.; special improvements, MCA
1972, § 21-41-1 et seq.; leaving litter or injurious material on highway, MCA 1972,
§§ 63-3-1211, 97-15-29 et seq.; public roads and streets, MCA 1972, § 65-7-1 et seq.

lxxxi

--(1)--

Editor's note—
This chapter is in the process of revision.
Businesses, ch. 18; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90; floods, ch. 98;
manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 106; planning, ch. 110; streets, sidewalks
and other public places, ch. 122; utilities, ch. 130; zoning, ch. 134.
Subdivision regulation, MCA 1972, § 17-1-23 et seq.; maps and plats, MCA 1972, §
19-27-21 et seq.; requiring maps of subdivisions to be furnished and approved,
MCA 1972, § 21-19-63; assessment of subdivisions, MCA 1972, § 21-33-15;
construction liens on subdivisions, MCA 1972, § 85-7-131.
lxxxii

--(1)--

Administration, ch. 2; franchise and utility commission, § 2-311 et seq.; businesses, ch.
18; fire prevention and protection, ch. 38; health and sanitation, ch. 42; solid
waste, ch. 66; posting advertising on utility pole, § 86-1; buildings and building
regulations, ch. 90; floods, ch. 98; manufactured homes and trailers, ch. 106;
streets, sidewalks and other public places, ch. 122; subdivisions, ch. 126.
Power of city to purchase and hold real estate for waterworks and sewers, MCA 1972, §
21-17-1; public utilities in municipalities, MCA 1972, § 21-27-1 et seq.; municipal
waterworks, MCA 1972, § 21-27-7; testing of water, electric and gas meters, MCA
1972, § 21-27-9; municipal powers as to sewers, MCA 1972, § 21-37-3; exercise of
eminent domain by municipalities, MCA 1972, § 21-37-47; joint municipal electric
power, MCA 1972, § 77-5-701 et seq.
lxxxiii

--(2)--

Administration, ch. 2.
lxxxiv

--(3)--

Editor's note—
Ord. No. 2006-1, § 1, adopted March 28, 2006, amended art. VI in its entirety to read as
herein set out. Former art. VI, §§ 130-251—130-259, pertained to similar subject
matter, and derived from Ord. No. 2005-4, §§ 1—9, adopted Sept. 13, 2005.
lxxxv

--(1)--

Alcoholic beverages, ch. 6; animals, ch. 10; aviation, ch. 14; businesses, ch. 18; bed and
breakfast facilities, § 18-361 et seq.; vehicles for hire, ch. 78; advertising, ch. 86;
precedence of sign article, § 86-31; buildings and building regulations, ch. 90;
cemeteries, ch. 94; floods, ch. 98; historic preservation, ch. 102; manufactured
homes and trailers, ch. 106; planning, ch. 110; secondhand dealers, ch. 114;
sexually oriented businesses, ch. 118; subdivisions, ch. 126.

Zoning, MCA 1972, § 17-1-1 et seq.; local planning commission, MCA 1972, § 17-1-11 et
seq.

